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The objection urged of old times against novels, that  they give false views of life, does not apply 10 Mr. 
Trollope's books. They  are characterized by a fidelity to  nature, and a skill in seizing and transferring her salien1 
points, which make them  strike home to the consciousness of his reader, and commend them2elves to his judgment. 
Without much sentiment, or ideality, or poetry, there is a healthy common-sense which goes straight to  the mark. 

Mr. Trollope's characters are drawn with an outline firm, bold, strong. His side-thrusts at some of l h e  lies 
which pass current in society are  very keen.-Bm¿o7t Congrega¿ioan¿is¿. 
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CBAPTER I. 
rnmms FINN morosEs TO STAND FOR LOUGLT- 

Dn.  FI^, of Rillaloe, in county  Clare, was 
ns .vvell known in those parts-the confines, 
thnt is, o f  the countics Clare, Limericlr, Tip- 
pernry, and Galwny-ns TVRS tho bishop him- 
self who lived in  the salne town, and was as 
much rcspectccl. Many  said  thnt  the doctor 
was tllc  richer  man of tbc two, and the practice 

’ .  of his profession was extendcd over almost as 
widc a district. Indeed  the bishop, whom he 

Catholic, always spokc of their dioceses bcing 
contorminatc. I t  will therefore be understood 
that Dr. Finn-Malnchi  Finn was his full  
name-hacl obtained n wide reputation  as a 

And ho was a man sufficiently well to do, 
though  that boast made by his friends, that I1e 

littlc  truth to support it. Bishops in  Ireland, if 

SIIANE. 

, *  WRS privileged to  attend,  nlthongh n Roman 

‘ 8  ’+” 

’ mi country  practitioner in  the west of Ireland. 

’ ,  was ns warm a man as the bishop, Ilad but 

” , they live nt home, cvcn in these days, wc very 
, *’ ” warn1 men ; nnd Dr.  Pinn  had  not n penny in 

8 ,  spcnking, no provision i n  the way of marriage 

thc ~vorld for which he had not mor1;cd hard. 
Ne Ilad, moreovcr, n costly fmily,  fivc daughters 
m c l  onc son, and nt thc  timo of which wc arc 

01‘ profcssion h n d  been made for any of them. 
* Of the one son, Phineas,  the hero of tho followv- 

ing  paps, tho mother and fivc sisters were rcry 
prond, Thc doctor  vas accustomod  to  say 

goose, as far as he could seo as yet ; but that he 
> L  should  like some very sLrong evidence before hc 

. a  J thnt liis gooso mas as good as any other  mm’s 

r I ’  allowed himself to cxpress an  opinion that  the 
, -  young bird partook, in any deg1+ce, of the quali- 

ties of a wan. Prom which it mny bo gnthcred 
that Dr. Finn WRS a  man of common sense. 

Phinens had come to be n swnn in the esti- 
mation of his mother and sisters by reason of 

ml~osc rbligion was not of thnt bitter kind in 
wlkicll we inEngland  are  apt  to suppose that 
all the Irish Roman Catholics  indulgc, had 
saut his son to Trinity ; and  there  were somc in 
t h  neighborhood of IGllnloe-pntients, prob- 
ably, of Dr. Duggin of CastIc Conncll,  a  Icarn- 
oc1 phy~ician who liad spcnt n  fruitless life in en- 
deavoring  to make hcnd against Dr. Finn- 
who dcclarcd  that old Binn would not bo sorry 
if his son \vare to turn  Protcstant  and go in for 
a fellowsl~ip. Mrs. Finn wns n Protestant, nnd 
tho fivo Miss Finns were Pr.otestnnts, and the 
doctor himsclf was very mucl1 given to dining 
out among his Protostant  friends on B Pridny. 

a 6  ccrtaiu  early succcsscs nt college. His  father, 

S I  

Our Phinens, however, did not turn Protestant 
up in Dublin, whatever his father’s secret wishes 
on that subject may  have been. He did join R 
debating society, to SLICC~SS in which his religion 
was no bar ; ancl be tllere acllieved a sort of 
distinction which was both easy and plensnnt, 
and which, making its way down to Killaloc?, 
nssisted in  engcndering  those ideus ns to swan- 
hood of which maternal  and sisterly minds are so 
sweetly suscoptiblc. “ I  know half R dozen old 
wind-bags at  the present moment,” snid the 
doctor, mho were grent fellows a t  debacing 
clubs when they were boys.” Phinens is not 
a bog any longer,” mid Mrs. Finn.  “And 
wind-bags don’t get college scholarships, ” said 
Mrrtilda Finn, the second daughter. ‘ I  But 
papa always snubs  Phinny,” said Barbara, the 
youngcst. ‘‘1’11 snub you, if you don’t  trike 
care,”  said thß doctor, takipg Barbara tenderly 
by the ear; for his  youngest ilnugllter was the 

The doctor certainly did not snub his son, for 
he allowed him to go ovcr to London when he 
was twenty-two years of age, in order thnt  hc 
might rend with m English barrister. I t  was 
the doctor’s wish tbnt his son might be cnllecl to 
the  Irish Bas, and  thc young man’s desire that 
he might go to tho  Rnglish Bar. The doctor ao 
far gave way, under tho influcncc of Phineas him- 
self, and of all the young momcn of the family, 
as to pay the usual foe to a very cornpctant and 
learned  gcntlcman  in the Middle Temple, 
and to nllo~v his son one hundred and fifry 
pounds per nnnum for three years. Doctor 
Finn, I~ouvever, was still firm in his intention 
thnt his son should settle in Dublin,  and takc 
the Munstcr  Circuit - believing that Phineas 
might come to wnnt home influence and home 
connections, in spite of thc swanhood mhicll 
WRS attributed to  him. 

Pbineas ent his  terms for thrcc years, and 
was duly called  to the Bar ; but no cvidencc 
came homc as to the rtcquircmcnt ofany consider- 
able amount of law low, or even RS to much Inw 
stody, on the  part of the young nspirnnt. The 
lonrned pnndit at vhose fcct hc had bcen sitting 
was not cspccinlly loud  in p i s o  of his pupil’s 
industry,  though  he  did sny a plensnnt word or 
two as to his pupil’s intelligence. Phinens him- 
sclF did not boast much of his own hurd work 
when at home during  the long vacation. No 
rumors of expccted succcsscs-of cxpccted pro- 
fessional successes-rcnched the ears of nny of 
the Finn fitmily at  Rillaloe. But,  nevertheless, 
there camc tidings which maintfiincd those high 
idens in  the  mnternal bosom of which mention 
has been mnde, and which wem of such sufficient 

doctor’s pet. 
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strength to induce  the doctor, in opposition ta  
his own judgment,  to consent to  the  continued 
residence of his son in London. Phineas belong- 
ed to an excellent club-the Reform Club- 
and went into  very good society. He  was hand 
and glovc with  the  Eon.  Laurence Pitzgibbon, 
the eldest son of Lord Claddagh. He mas inti- 
mate  with  Barrington  Erle, mho had  been  pri- 
vate secretary-one of the  private  secretaries 
-to the great Whig Prime  Minister who wns 
lately ín  but is now out. I le had dined  three 
or  four  times  with  that  greet  Whig nobleman, 
thc Ear1 of  Brentford. And  he  had been as- 
sured that if he stuck t o  the  English Bar  he 
would certainly do well. Though  he  might 
fail to succeed in court or in chambers, he 
would doubtless have gîvcn to him some one of 
those numerous  appointments for which none 
but clever young barristers are supposed to be 
fitting  candidates. The old doctor yielded for 
another ycaq although aC thc end of the second 
year he Tvas called upon to pay 5~ sum of three 
hundred pounds, which was then due by Phineas 
to creditors  in  London. When the doctor's 
mala friends  in  and  about  Killdoe  heard  that he 
had done so, they said that he was doting. 
Not onß of the Niss Binns was as yet marriecl ; 
and after d l  thnt Bad becn said  about  the 
doctor's  wealtb, it was supposed that  there 
would  not be abovc five hundred pounds a year 
among them all, wcre he to give ZIP his proFes- 
sion. But  the doctor, when he  paid t5at threc 
hundred pounds for liis son, buckled to bis work 
again,  though  he bad for twolve months talked 
of giving up the midtvifcry. 1% buckled to 
q p i n ,  to'the great disgust; of Dr. Duggin, who 
at this  time  said  vcry  ill-natured  things about 
young  Phineas. 

At the end of the tbree years Phineas was 
called to  tho  Bar,  and  immediately  received a 
letter  from  his  father  asking  minutely as to his 
professional  intentions.  His  father  recommcnd- 
ed him to settle  in  Dublin, and promiscd $110 
one hundred and fifty pounds for  threc  more 
years on condition  that this advico was followed. 
Ho did not absolutely say that  the  allowance 
would be stopped  if  tlw advice wcre not followed, 
but that was plainly to  be implied.  Tlmt  letter 
carno at tho moment of a dissolution of Pallia- 
ment. Lord de Terrier, the Conservative Prime 
Minister,  who bnd now becn in  ofice  for  thc 
dmost  unprecedentcdly  long  period of fifteen 
months, had fonnd that lm could not face con- 
tintled  mnjorities  against  him in the House of 
Commons, and had dissolved tllc I-Iouse. Rumor 
clcclared that he would have  much  prcferrcd to 
resign, and bctaka himself once  again  to  the 
easy glories of opposition ; but Ills party  had  nat- 
urally been obdurate with his, and ho had rc- 
solved to  appeal  to  the country. When  Phineas 
receiredllis fatlm's lettcr, i t  had  just boen sug- 
gested to him at  the Rcfornz Club that ho should 
stand  for  the  Irish borough of Loughshane. 

This proposition  bad  taken  Phinens $inn so 
muah by  surprise, that when firsc made to him 
by Bnrrington  Erle  it took his  breath away. 
What ! he scnnd for  Parliament, twenty-four ycnrs 
old,  with  no vcstige of property belonging eo 
him,  without a penny in his parse, as completely 
dependent on his father as he was when ho first 
went to school at eleven years of ngc ! And for 
Loughshanc, n litt10 borough in  the county Gal- 

way, for which a brother of that fine old  Irish 
peer, the  Earl of Tulla, had been sitting for the 
last twenty years-a fine, high-minded  repre- 
sentative of the thorough-going Orange  Protest- 
ant feeling of Ireland!  And  the Earl of Tulln, 
to whom almost all  Loughshane belonged-or 
at any  rate  the  land about Loughshane-was 
one of his  father's  stanchest  friends ! Lough- 
shane is in county Galway, but  the Ear1 of Tulla 
usually lived at his seat in  county Clare, not more 
than ten miles from I~illaloe,  and always confined 
his  gouty feet, and the weak nerves of the old 
countess, and the  stomachs of all lris domestics, 
to the  carc of Dr. Pinn. J3ow mas it possible 
that  Phineas should stand for Louphshnne? Prom 
tvhence was the money to come for  such a contest ? 
It was a benutiful dream, a grand idea, lifting 
Phineas almost off the earth by its glory. When 
the proposition was first made to him in the 
smokinproom at the Reform Club by his  friend 
Erle, ho was aware that  he blushed like a girl, 
and  thnt he mas unable at  the  moment  to  express 
himself plainly-so great was his  astonishment 
and so great  his graiification. But before ten 
minutcs had passed by, while Barrington  Xrle 
was still  sitting ovcr his shoulder on tho club 
sofa, and before the blushes had hlkogether van- 
ished, he  had seen the  improbability of tho schmo 
and  had  explained  to  his  friend  that  the  thing 
could not be dane. But to his increased etlton- 
ishment,  his  friend made nothing of thc difficul- 
ties. Loughshane, according  to  Bnrrington Wle, 
was so small n place, that  the expense would be 
very little. Thcrc were  altogether no more 
than 307 rcgistcred doctors. The inhabitank 
wer0 so fai removed from the world, and wera 
so ignorant of the world's good things, that they 
know nothing about bribery. Thc Hon. Goorgo 
Morris, who hnd  sat for the  last  twenty yasrs, 
was Fery unpopular.' 380 had not been mar  
tho borough since the last election, he had 'hardi 
ly dono mom than show himself in I>arliamenr, 
and had neither given a shilling in th@ town nor 
got  aplace under Government for a, single son 
of Loughshane. '' And  he has quarrelsd with 
his said  Barrington Erle. c '  The devil 
hc has!" said  Phincas. '(I thought  they nl- 
ways swore by each other.'7 It'@ nt each other 
they swenr now," said  Barrington ; (' George 
has asltcd the earl for moro money, ancl the ear1 
lm  cut  up rushy." Thcn  thc  negotiator wont 
on to explain  that  the expcnses of tho election 
woulcl be defrayed out of R certain funcl colloctod 
for such purposc8, that Loughshnne had bean 
choscn as n cllcap place, and  that  Phineas JEi\iah 
had been choscn as a safe  and  promising young 
man. As €or qualifications, if any qumtion 
merc raised, that sllollld be maau all light.  An 
Irish canclidnte was wantcd, nnd a ZEom'nn Cath- 
olic. So much  tha  Loughshaners would requiro 
on their omn nccomt whan instigatcd  to dismiss 
from their servicc that  thorougl~-going  Protost- 
ant,  the  Han. George Morris. Then '( tho par- 
ty"-by which Barrington  Erle probably rncant 
the  great m m  in whoso service ha himsclf had 
bacome a politician-rapirod that tho  can& 
data should bo n, safo man, one who would stip- 
port '' the party "-not a cantankerous, rccl-hot 
semi-Fenian, running about to moctingg at; thse 
Rotunda,  and  such  like,  with views of his own 
nbout tcnant-right and tho  Irish  Church. Bh 
I llave views  of my own," said Phineas,  blashing 
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ngnin. L L  Os course you have, my dear boy,” 
s:ud Unrrington, clapping him  on the back. ‘ L  I 
shouldn’t come to you unless you had vicws. But 
7rour  views and ours are the same, and you’re 
just  the  lad for Galway. You mightn’t have 
snch nn opening again in your life, and of course 
you’ll stand for Lougbshane.” Then t l ~ c  convcr- 
s:rtion was over, the private secretary  went away 
to arrange some otllcr little  matter of the kind, 
and Pllineas Finn was lcft donc  to considcr the 
proposition that  had becn macle to him. 

To bccorne a membcr of the  British  Parlia- 
ment ! In all those hot contests at  the two dc- 
bating clubs to which he had belonged, this  had 
been the ambition which had moved him. Tor, 
after all, to what purpose of their own had these 
cmpty debates evcr tcnded? I-Ie and tllrcc os 
four others who hncl cnllcd themselves Liberale 
hacl bcen pittcd against four or fivc  who had called 
ti?cm~elves Conservatives, nncl night  after night 
they liad discussed some ponderous subject mith- 
ont any idea tlmt one would evcr pcrsunclc mothcr 
or that  their  talking wonld cvcr conduce to nny 
action, or to any result. But ench of tllcsc com- 
batants  had Mt-without daring to nnnounce a 
hope on thc subject among themsclvcs-thnt tho 
prcsent arcna was only n trial-ground for s o m  
possiblc grcnter  ampllitheatrc, for some futnrc dc- 
Sating club inwllicll debates ~voulil lcad to action, 
n n d  in which eloquence would llave power, cvan 
though pcrsuasion might be out of tho question. 

Pllincas  certainly llnd nevcr dared to spcak, 
won-to  himself, of such a hope. The labors of 
the Bar had  to bo encountered bcforc t h  dawn 
of such n hope could come to him. And ha had 
grndunlly learnecl to fool that bis prospects nt 
tllc Bnr wcrc not as yet  very promising. As re 
gardcd professional work ho had been idle, and 
11ow tllcn could h o  have n hope? 

And now this thing, which hc regnrdcd as bc- 
ing oli d l  things  in t h  worlil the most honordh ,  
Ilad come to hirn n11 at; once, nnd wns possibly 
within his rcncll ! IT Ilc could bclicvc Ikr ington  
Erlo, ha lind only to lift, LIP his hnncl, and he 
might bo in  Jhrlinmcnt within two months. 
And who was to bc belicvocl on such n snbjcct if 
not Bnrrington  Erlc ? This was Erle’s cspccinl 
hsiness, nnrl such n man woald not llave corne 
to llim on such a subject hnd honot becn iu cnr- 
ncst, and lincl he not himsclf belicvcil in  sLIcccss. 
‘X‘lroro tvas an opening rcndy, nn opening to  this 
great glory, if only i t  might bc possible for him 
to fill i t  ! 

of COLII’SC opposc thc plan. And i€ be opposed 
his fnthcr, his fntllcr would of courso stop his 
incornc. And such nn incorno as i t  was I Could 
it bo Chnt n man slloulcl sit in Parlinment nnd 
livo upon n huntlrcd nnd fifty pounds a ycar ? 
Sincc  that paymcnt o€ Ids dcbts he had Z)ccornc 
again embnrrasscd, to  n  slight amount. ITc 
owcd n tailor n trille, and a boot-mnkcr a trifle, 
nnd somcthing to tho nlnn mho sold gloves and 
shirts ; and yet he  llnd dono his bcst to kcep oat 
of dubt with morc thnn Irish pertinacity, living 
vcr closcly, brcnlrfnsting upon tea nnd a roll, 
nncr dining lircqncntly  €or n shilling at  n  lunch- 
con-housc up n  court near Lincoln’s Inn. Where 
shonld he cline if tho Loughshancrs electcd him 
to  Pnrlitimcnt ? And lhen he paintcd  to  himself 
n not untrtlc pictura of the probable miswies of 
n man who begins lifo too high up on the lacldcr, 

What ~vonld his ftltllcr sny ? Iris fnthcr 

who succeeds in  mounting beforc he  ‘ilas learned 
hoIV to bold on when he is aloft. Por our Phin- 
eas Pinn was n yomg man not without sense, 
-not entirely a w i d b a g .   I f  he clid Ithis thing, 
the probability was thnt h e  mightbecome ¡utterly 
a castaway, and go entirely to t h  dogs before 
he was thirty. Hc had heard a f  penniless  men 
who had  got  into  Parliament,  and to whom had 
come such  a -fate. He Tvas able to namß  to him- 
self a man or +two whose bnrks, carrying more 
sail than thcy COLL~C! bear, had gone to pieces 
among  early breakers in this my. Bot then, 
would i t  not be better to  go to pieces early than 
never to ,carry any  sail  nt n113 And there was, 
at m y  rate,  the chnnce of snccess. €Ie mas al- 
ready i~ .barrister, nncl there were so many things 
open to a barrister  with a seat  in  Parlinment! 
And as he knew of men who hnd been ntterly 
ruined by such early mounting, so also did he 
h o m  of otllers whosc fortunes  had becn mailc by 
happy audacity when they were young. 13c al- 
most thought  that ho could die happy if he liacl 
oncc talcen his seat in Farliament- if ho had re- 
ccivcd one  lctter with those grand  initials mrit- 
tcn after  his name on the address. Young men 
in battle are cnllcd upon to lcad forlorn hopes. 
Three fall, perhaps, to one who gets  through ; 
bat thc one who gets through will havc  the Vic- 
toria Cross to carry  for the rest of his life. This 
was bis forlorn hope ; and as he had becn invited 
to undertake  the work, he would not tnrn from 
the danger. On the following morning hc again 
saw Barrington Erle by  appointment, and then 
wrote tho following letter tO his father : 

‘c Reform C I Q  Feb., 1811, 
‘ L  MY DEAR FATIIER :-I nm afmicl that  the 

?urPort of this letter  will  startle yon, but I hope 
;hat  whcn you hnvc finished it you will think 
:hat I am right in my dccision as to  what I am 
going to do. Yon are no  doubt  aware that t h  
dissolution of Pd iamcn t  mill talcc place at  ance, 
nnd that wc sl~all bc in n11 the  tnrnloil of R gen- 
ern1 clcction by the middle of March. I hava 
becn invitcd t o  stand for Loughshme, and have 
consentcd. Tllc proposition I1ns bccp macle to  
me by my friend Barrington  Erle, Mr. Mildmay’s 
private sccretnry, and hns been made on behalf 
of thc  Political  Committee of the Reform Club. 
I ncccl hardly say thnt I shoulcl not have thought 
of suc11 n tbing with n less thorough promisc of 
support than this givcs me, nor sllonlcl I think 
of i t  now had I not been nssnrcd thnt none of the 
expcnse of the election woulcl fall upon me. Of 
coursc I could not havc nslred you to pay for it. 

But to such n proposition, so made, I have 
Felt thnt i t  would be cowardly to give n refusn?. 
I can not but regard such R sclcction ns n grcnt 
honor. I own thnt I am fond af politics, nnd 
have talren grcnt  delight i n  their  study ”- 
f c L  Stnpid young fool !” his fhtller said to him- 
h €  as he rcad tllis)-Lcand it hm been my 
drcnln for years past to havo n sent in Parlin- 
ment nt some futnre time.” (c‘Drenm! yes ; 
I wondcr whcthcr he ever drenrned what Ire is 
to livc upon.”). (‘The chnuce hm now come to 
mc much carlicr than I have looked for it;, but 
I do not  think  thnt i t  should on that  account b~ 
thrown nvny. Looking to my profcssion, 1 find 
that many things are open to n bnrrister with R 
scat in  Parliament,  nnd that tho House need 
not interfere much mich n mnn’sprnctice.” (“ Not 
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if hc hns got to the top ofhis tree,’’ said the doc. 

“My chief doubt arose from the fact of youl 
old frientlship with Lord TulIa, whose brothel 
has filled the sent for I don’t know how man] 
years. But i t  seems that  George Norris musi 
go; or, nt Icnst, that he must be opposed by a 
LiBern1 cnndidate. If I do not stand, some onc 
else will, nnd 1 should  think that Lord  Tulln will 
be too much o f  n man  to make any personal quar- 
rel on snch a subject. I f  he is to lose the borough, 
why sholxlcl n o t  I l~ave it as well as anoth’er ? 

“I can fancy, my dear father,  all that you 
will say ns to my  imprudence,  and I quite con- 
fcss that I h n v c  not a word to answer. I hnve 
told myself more than once, since  last  night, 
thnt I shall probably  rnin mysclf,” (‘( I wondcr 
whetller he has  ever told himself that 110 will 
prolsrtbly r n i n  me also,” said the doctor.) ‘‘ But 
Z am prcpnred to  ruin myself in such a cnuse. 
I Imve no one dependent on me; and, as long 
as I do nothing to disgrace  my  name, I may 
disposc of mysclf as I please. If you decide on 
stopping my allo\vance, I shslll hnve 110 feeling 
of anger  against you !” ({‘ Row n1-y consider- 
ato!” said tho doctor.) ‘( And  in that case I 
shall cndcnvor t o  support myself by my pcn. I 
lmvc nlI*cacly done n little in the  mngnzincs. 

L Givc my hest love to my mother  nnd sisters, 
I F   OLI wil1 reccivo me during thc  timo of the 
election, J shn l l  sec them soon. Perllaps it; will 
bc bcst for m e  to say that I lmve positively clc- 
cidecl on making  t h  attcrnpt;  that  is to say, 
if t110 Club  Committce  is as good as its promiso. 
I hnvc wcigllcd tho mnttcr n11 round, nnd I rc- 
gard tbc prizc as being so grent, tllnt I am pro- 
pared to r t m  nny risk t o  obtain it. Indeed, to 
mß, with my vicms about politics, the running  of 
such n risk is no morc than n duty, I can not 
keep my 11nnd from tho work now that t110 work 
lins conm in tho way of my hancl. I shdl bo 
most anxious t a  got n  linc €rom you in answcl- 
to this. Your  most affectionate san, 

tor.) 

( ‘ P n ~ ~ m a  FINN.” 

I qucstion  wl~ethcr Dr. Finn, whcn be read 
tllig lectcl; d i d  not feel more of priclc than of 
angor-whcthcr lic wns not  mthcr gratified t h n  
displonscd, in spite of n11 thn t  his common sense 
told him on t h o  subject;. His wife nnd da~~gll- 
ter#, whcn t h e y  11cwd the news, were clcnrly on 
the aida af tho young man. Mm. Finn irnmcrli- 
ntcly esprossed LIR opinion tlmt Pnrlinment; mould 
bo tlm making of l~cr  son, and tllnt cl~cry body 
would bo mre to employ so distin&41cd n bar- 
rister. Tbc  gir ls  cleclnred thnt I.Wnens ought, 
nt m y  mte ,  to hnvo his clrnncc, and  almost as- 
scrtcd thnt i t  wnuld bo brutal i n  tllcir f d l m  to 
stnnd in thcil- brolhcr‘s way. ~ It wns i n  vain 
thnt tho doctor tricd to explain  thnt  going into 
Pnrlinment  could  not  hell^ a young  barrister, 
whntcvcr it; might do for onc t?~oroughIy estrrb- 
lisllcd in his profession ; thnt Phinens, if wccess- 
€u1 n t  LouRhslmnc, would nt oncc nbnndon all 
idcn of enrning nny  income-thnt tho proposi- 
tion, coming from YO poor a man, wns n mon- 
Rtrosity-tllat snch nn opposition to t h o  Nolq*js 
family, coming from n san of his, would bo gross 
ing1*ntituclo to Lord Tulln. Mrs. Finn and tile 
girIs tnlkccl him down, and thc doctor himself 
xvns tilmoet; cnrriod ntvny by sotnctbing lika 
vnnily in rcgarcl to his Bon’r3 future position. 

Fevertheless ho wrote a Ietter strongly nd- 
vising Phinens to nbnndon the project. But hc 
himself was aware that the  letter which he  wrote 
was not one from which any success could bc ex- 
pected. €Ie advised his son, but did not com- 
mand him. €Ie rnndc no threats as to  stopping 
his income. N e  did not  tell  Phineas, in so 
many words, that he was proposing to make nn 
ass of himself. I-Ie nqg.xd very prudently 
ngninst the plan, nnd Phineas, when ho reccived 
his father’s lettcr, of course felt thnt i t  was tan- 
tamount to  n pntcrnnl permission to procccd 
with the matter. On the  next clny IIC got a Ict- 
ter from his mother full of nffection, full af 
pridc, not cxnctly telling  him to stand for 
Loughshane by all means-for Mrs. Finn was 
not the woman to rnn openly counter to  be^* 
l~usband  in any advicc given by l m  t o  thcir 
son-but giving him cvcry cncoarngemcnt  wl~icll 
mothcrly affection and motherly priclc could Ic- 
stow. Of COLITSO you will eomc t o  UB,” s110 
said, if you do mako up your mind to  bc 
tnembcr for Loughshane. 170 shall nll of u s  bc 
50 delighted to llnve yon!” Pilincas, who hac1 
fnilcn into n sea of doubt nftcr writing to his 
father, and w110 l ~ n d  dcrnnndcd n week f ~ o m  
Barrington Erlc t o  consider tho  mnttc~’, WRS 
Elated to positive certainty by tho joint ciFGct af 
the two letters from home. II0 zmclcrstood it 
dl.  ILis mother nud sisters \vex  ~ltogethcr iu 
Favor of his audacity, nnd evcn h i v  ft~thcr t\”s 
not  clisposcd to quarrcl with 11im on thc suldcct. 

‘‘ I shall tnltc yon n t  your word,’, ho snlld to 
Barrington Erlc nt tho club thnt  evcning. 

Wlmt word T” said Erle,  nlm 11nd too many 
rons in tlm f i l w  to bo tllinbing nlwnyti of Loup$- 
;hano  and Pl~ineas Finn-or who ~ l t  m y  rato 
lid not chooso t o  lat his nnxicty on 1110 subject 
IC seen. 

4‘ About Loughsl~nnc.” 
“All right, old f$oW ; ;VVO shall t a  ~ U P O  to 

:arry yon through. 1110 Irish writs will bo out 
m tho third OP March, anil tho monor you’ro 
tllcle tho bettor,” 
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c t  The devil he is!’’ said  the earl, when th. 
doctor hnd told  his story. (‘ Then I’ll tell yo1 
wllat, Finn, I’ll support him.” 

You support him,  Lord  Tulln I ”  
“Yes ; why  shouldn’t I support  him ? : 

it’s  not so bad with me in the  conntr; 
tba t  my support will rob hi111 of his  chnnce 
1’11 tcll you one  thing for certain, I mon% sup 
port George Morris.’’ 

( r  Well ; go on.” 
&‘I’ve never taken  much  pnrt  in  politics my 

soif, as you  know ; bnt my boy Phincas is 01 
thc   ot1m side.” 

( L  I don’t care n - for sidcs. What  lms m: 
p r t y  done for me? Look nt my cousin,  Dicl 
Morris. Thsre’s not it clergyxnnn in Xrelnnt 
stnncllcr  to  them  than ho hns becn, and nov 
they l~avc given thc  dcnncry of Iiilfenora  to : 
man that never hnd n father,  though I conde. 
scended to ask for it for my cousin. Let then: 
wnit till I nslr for m y  thing  ngnin,” Dr. Finn 
.vv110 Imcw n11 about  Dick Morris’s debts, n m  
~vvho Ilad  Ilenrd of his modcs of preaching. 
was not surprised nt the decision or tho Conscrv 
s t ive bcstowcr of Irish  Chtrrch  pntronnge ; bur 
o n  thiu snbjcct; he said nothing. And ns foi 
George," continued  tho  cnrl, I will nevcr N 
m y  h n n d  ngnin for him. His stntldiug for 
L o n g l ~ s l ~ n n e  woulil bc quite ont of the qncstion 
My own tenants wouIcln’t vote foor him if I marc 
t o  nslr them mysclf. Potor Blaka ”-Mr. T e t e l  
Blalzc Was the 101d’s told XIQ only z 
weck ngo that  i t  would be uselcss. Tl10 whole 
t h i n g  is gonc, and for my ]mrt I wish tlley’t 
dis franchis^ thc borough. I wish they’d dis- 
frnnchise tho whole country, nnil send LIS a mili- 
tnry govcrnor. Whnt’s  tllc w o  of such  mem- 
bers ns wc send? There  isn’t one gcntlcrnan 
among ten of them. Your sun is welcomc Cor 
m a  Whnt  support I cnn givo him lm shnll 
hr~vc, but it isn’t mtlch. Z supposc ho Ilad bct- 
tor come  and see m.’’ 

The doclor promised  tImt  his son should ride 
ovcr to Castle Moltris, and thon took his leavc- 
n o t  specially flattored, as Xie felb that wcre his 
son to be returned, tho enrl  would not rcgnrd 
him as the on0 gontlarnnn among ten ~vltmm the 
county might scnd to Icnvcn tlm rcmninclcr of 
i ts  mombers-but awnre thnt  tho grcntcst im- 
perlimant  in Ilia son’s way was already  rcn~ovcd. 
130 certainly hacl not gone to Cnstla Morris with 
nnv  idcn of canvassing for llis son, and yct; h6 
I d  cnnvnssccl for llim most satisftlctori~y. 
’CVhen ha got hocno hc did not know how t o  
spcnlc of tllc matter otherwiso tllnn  triumph- 
antly to his wife anil dnugllters. Though ha 
ciesirecl to c m c ,  his month wol~lil speak bless- 
ings.  Bcfore  thnt  evening was ovcr t110 proe- 
pccts of l’hincns nt Loughshnna mere sl~Okc11 of 
with opcn cnthnsinsm bcforo the doctor, and by 
thß nest clay’s post a lcttcr was written to  hiln 
by Mntildn,  informing  him  thnt tl~c enri w 1 8  
prcpn~cd to rçscivc hiln with open arms. I k p n  
llns boen over thora nnci managed  it d l , ”  mid 
Mntildn. 

‘ I  I’m told  Gcorgc Morris isn’t going to  stnnd,” 
said Bnrringtan ICrlo to Phincas  the  night bc- 
fora his clcpnrturo. 

I C  IJis brotllcr won’t support him. IJis broth- 
er means to  support me,” snid Phincas. 

c t  That cnn hardly be so.” 

“ But, my lord-” 

Bnt I tell yon it is. My father has known 
the cnrl  thcsc  twcnty years, ancl l~as  mnnngcd it.” 

I say, Finn,  you’re not  going to play LIS a 
trick,  are you?’) sai4 Mr. Erle, w i t h  somc- 
thing  like  dismay in his voice, 
“ What sort of trick P’’ 
“You’ro not corning out on tho  othcr  side?” 
“Not  if I know it,” snid P l l i ~ ~ c a s  proudly. 
Let me assure you I monldn’t change my 

vicws in politics either for you or for the earl, 
though  cnch of you carried  seats  in  your  breeches 
pockets. If I go into Pnrlinment, I sllnll go 
therc as n  sound  LilmaI-not to  support n party, 
but to do the best I cnn for the countl*y. I. tell 
you so, and I shall  tcll the earl  the  same.” 

Barrington Erle turned away in  disgust. 
Such lnngunge mas t o  him simply  disgusting. 
It fell trpon his ears ns ftllso maudlin  sentiment 
falls on the enm of tllc ordinwy honest  mnn o f  
the  ~vorlrl.  Bnrringion  Erle was n man ordi- 
nnrily honest. IIe woulcl not 11nvc bccn tmtrna 
to his mothcr’g brothcr,  William  Mildmny,  tllc 
grcnt Whig rninistcr of the clay, for nny earthly 
consiclcrntion, IIc was ready  to work with 
wages or without  wngcs,  Ha was really zcal- 
DUS in  the cnusc, nol; asking very ma cl^ fol* him- 
selF. XIc liad some undefined belief that it IVBS 
lnuclr bcttcr fur the country  thnt Mr. Milclmny 
3110uld bp in power  than that Lord dc Terricr 
sllould ba tlrerc. 110 IVRS convinced that  Liberal 
politics wora good for Englishmcn, nnd thnt 
Libernlpolitica nnd the  Mildmnypnrty were one 
nnd the sarna thing. It would bo unf@r to B w  
rington  Erlc  to clcny to him some prnise  for pntri- 
Jtism. Bub ho hated tho very nam0 of indc- 
xnclence in  Parlinmcnt,  and  when he W S  told 
9 nny m m ,  tlmt  that  man  intended to Ioolc to  
ncasures and not to mcn, h o  rcgnrdcil  thnt  mnn 
m bcing  both  unstable ns watcr and dishonest as * 

hc wind. No goad could ~?ossibly como from 
nch  n one, nxd mucl1 ovil rnight and  prohdly 
vould come. Such n politicinn w n s  n Grcek t o  
3arrington Erlc, from whosc I~uncls he fonlwl to 
Lccept cven tllc gih of n voto. Pnrlinmentnry 
le~mi’ts \vCrc distnstofttl to  him, nnil dwcllcrs in 
)olitical caws m m  regarded by him with a~er -  
ion 118 being cithcr  knnvisl~ or impructienl. 
Nith a ~ J J O C ~  Conscrrntiva  oppoacnt he canld 
11alm hnnds nlmost; ns readily ns nith ~t good 
Yhig ally ; bui, thc  nlnn w110 \va$ noitller flcslz 
lor fowl wns odiouse l o  him. According to his 
hcory of pnrlinmcntnry govarnrncnt, tho  I-Iouso 
IE Commons ahould be divided ’by n mnPk&h line, 
tncl cvcry  member shonlcl bc requirod 110 stnnd 
In onc sido o f  il; OP on  thc  othcr. ‘‘I€@¿% with 
ne, nt any rntc bec ngninst mc,” h o  motlld Ilavo 
nid to  cvcry  rcprcscntntivo af tha pcoplc in tho 
lnnx of tho grent lcndcr whotn 110 followed. 

he people outside-bccnnm they servccl to cre- 
.te that ~ ~ u b l i c  opinion mhich was llercnftor to 
IC used in  crcnhing s o m  futurc IIousa of Com- 
nons; but 110 did not think  it possiblo tllnt any 
.etc shoultl be given on n p e n t  question, ciehcr 
his mny or thnt, ns tho  rcsult of 8 dcbntc ; ntld 
I C  mns ccrtninly nssnrcd in  his own opinion thnt 
,ny such chnn$ng of rotcs would be dnngcrous, 
cvolutionnry, nncl nlmost unparliwncntnry. A 
ucmbcr’s vote-csccpt on some smnll  crotcbcty 
tpcn question  thrown oat for the nrnnscmcnt af 
rotchcty rnombcrfi-wts clue to tJ1c lcndcr of 
hnt mcmbor’s party. Such was Mr. Erlo’s idea 

ra  thought  t~ dc~lntcs WWC p o d ,  ~ C C ~ U S C  o r  
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f of the English system of Parliament,  and,  land. 

L 
ing semi-official assistance as he did frequentlj 
to  thc introduction of candidates  into  thc RouSC, ‘ q  

;i 

‘1 

4 ho was nntLlrally anxious that his candidate! 
lil shouId be candidates after his own heart. When, 

therefore, Phineas  Finn  talked of mensures and 
not men, Barrington Erle tnrned away in open 
disgust. Buche remembered the youth and Ox- 

11 treme rawness of the lad, and he remembered 
:j also the  careers of other men. 
I l  BarringtonErle was forty, auld experience had 
[i taught him something. Aftcr n few seconds, 

brought hirnseIf to tllink mildly of the young i! 
4 ’  man’s vanity, as of the vanity of a plunging 

l colt who resents the liberty even of n touch 
‘‘ B y  tlm end of thc first session the  thong wil: 

I ’  bo cracked over his head, as he patiently assists i n  
pulling the coach up hill, without producing €ron: 

I him even a flick of lxis tail,”  said  Barringtor 
Prle to an old parliamentary friend. 

l c t  If ho werc to  comc out nftcr all on thc wrong 
side,,, said  the  parliamentary  friend. 

Erlc  admitted  that such n trick as that w o ~ l t  
be unpleasant,but ho thonght thnt old Lord Tullr 
wns hardly equal to so clcvcr n stratagem. 

Phineas ment to Ireland, and walked ovcr t111 
course a t  Loughshanc. I-Ie called upon Lord Tul 
In, and llcnrd thnt venerablenobleman tnlk n gre? 
dcnl of nonsense. To tell  the  truth ofPbinens, . 
must confess tllnt 110 mishcrl to  talk tho nonsensl 
himself;  but tho car1 WO LI^^ not hear him, an1 
put him down quickly. “ Wc won’t discuss pol 
íties, if you please, Mr. Finn ; becausc, as I havl 
already said, 1: am throwing asidc all politica 
considcrntions.” Phinens, tl~creforc, was not al 
lowed CO express his vicws on tho govcrnmcnt of 
the connty? in  the oarl’s sitting-room nt Casti( 
Morris. lherc was, howrever, a good timo com. 
ing  ; and so, for the present, ho alloweit tlle cat 
to ramble on about the; sins of his brothcr Gcorgc. 
and thc want of all proper pedigree on tho p r  
of the  new Dean of Rilfenorn. Tho eonfcrencc 
endecl with  an msurnncc on the part of Lori 
Tulla thnt if tho Lougl~shnncrs cl~asc to clcc 
Mr. Phineas Wnn hc would not bo. in tho lens 
offcncled. Thc olcctors did clcct Mr. Phinent 
Finn-pcrlmps for tlm rcason givcu by o m  01 
tho DabIin Conservntivc papcrs, which dcclnrai 
tlmt  it wns all tho fault of the Cnrlton Club il: 
not sending a, propcr candidate. There was r 
grant dcnl said about tho  mattcr, both ia Londor 
and Dublin, nnd the  bhmc rvns  sapposcc1 to f d j  
on tho ,joint shoulders of Goorgc Morris ancl h i s  
clclcr brother. Intllc menn time, our hcro,Phincm 
Pinn, llad bccn duly cloctcd mcmbor of Ynrlia. 
mont for tho borough OC Longllsllnnc, 

The Finn family could not  rcstrnin t h i r  tri- 
urnphiags nt ICilldoc, and 1 do not know tllnt it 
would llave been natural had thcy dona so. A 
gosling from such a flock docs bccoma somcthing 
of n real s~van by getting into Pnrlinmont. Th 
t loct~r had his misgivings--had grcal; misgivingrc, 
fcnrSu1 forcbodings ; but thoro WLR tho YOLUIR 
man clcctccl,  ancl he conld not lmlp it. II0 could 
not ~ C ~ L I S C  his right 11nnil to his son or witllclrrmw 
hie pntcrnnl nssistnncc  bccnusa chnt son had bccn 
specinlly honored among 1110 young mon o¡‘ M y  
country. So llc pulled ant; of his hoard wlmt 
sllficed to pny oíì“ outstnnding dcbt&-thoy lvorc 
not 110nvy-aud unrlcrtook to a.llow JC’hincna 
two httndrctl nnd fifty porrnds n ycnr ns long n8 
tllc scssion shonld last, 
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mcnts-whom t o  attack seems to  require tI1c 
same sort of courage3 and  the same sort of prep. 
aration, a8 a journey  in quest of the north-wcsl 
passage. One thinks of a pedestal near  th( 
Athenmum as the most appropriate and mos1 
honorable reward of such courage., But again, 
there WC 0 t h ~  girls to abstain fl*om attacking 
whom is, to a man of any warmth of tempera. 
ment, quite impos~ible.  They are like watel 
when onic is  athirst, like plovers’ eggs in March, 
like cigars when one is out in  the  autumn. Nc 
one ever dreams of denying himself when such 
tcmptation cornes in the may. It often hap- 
pens,  howevor, that in spite of appearances, the 
water will not corne from the well, nor  tbc egg 
from its shell, nor will thc  cigar allovv itself tc 
be lit. A girl of such appearance, so charming, 
was Mary Flood Jones of IZiIMoe, and  0~1r herc 
Phincas was not allowed  to thirst  in  vain for n 
drop from the cool spring. 

When  the girls wcnt  down to  the drnwing- 
room Mary vvns careful to go to a part of the 
morn quite remote from Phineas, so as to sent 
hcrsclf between  Mrs. Pinn and Dr. Finn’s 
young partner, Mr. Elias Bodkinl €rom Bnllinn- 
sloe. But Mrs. Binn and the Miss E’inns and 
all Rillaloe  knew  that Mary had no love for Mr. 
Bodkin, and mhcn Mr. Bodkin handcd her thc 
hot cnkb she hardly so much as smilod at him. 
But  in two minutcs  Phineas wns behind  her 
chair, and then she smiled ; and in five minutes 
more she got herself so twisted round that  she 
was sitting  in corner with Phineas and bis sis- 
ter l 3 a r h r ~  ; and in two moro minutes Barbars 
had returned  to Mr. Elias Bodkin, so that  Phin- 
ens and Mary were uninterrnptad. They 
manage these things very quickly and very clev- 
crly in Killaloe. 
“I shall be off to-morrow morning by tho 

carly train,” snid Phincas. 
“ So soon ; nncl when will you havc to be- 

gin-in Pnrlinmont, I mem ?” 
I sllall havo to  alt te my sent on Friday. I’m 

going back just in  t im.” 
Dut when shall we hear of your saying some- 

thing ?” 
“NC~CF,  probably. Not one in ten who go 

into Pa1*liarncnt  ovcr do sry any  thing.” 
I t  But you will ; won’b you ? I hope you. will. 

I 30 so hope you will distingaish  yoursclf; 
because of your sistml, nnd for the sake of the 
town, you know.” 

“And is that all, Mary (‘ Isn’t that enough T” 
LcYou don’t care a bit abont myself,  tl1enP” 
dcYou know thnt I do. Havcn’t we been 

friends cvcr since TVC wcre children ? Of course 
it will bc a great pride to me that  n person whom 
I llave know 80 intimately should comc to bo 
talkod nbont as a great man.” 

I shall never  be  Lnlltcd about as n grereat man.” 
‘ c  You’rc a grcnt mnn to mc already, being in 

Parliament. Only think ; I never saw n mem- 
ber of Purliamer@ in my life before. ” 

‘(“You’ve s u n  tho bishop scores of  times.”’ 
Is be in Pndiamcnt ? Rh, but not likc you. 

110 couldn’t come to be n cabinet ministel; and 
onc nevar rcads any thing about him in the news- 
pt~pcr~. I shall cxpect t o  sec your name very 
ofccn, anil I shall nlwnys look for it. ‘ Mr. Phin- 
CBS &inn paircd off witoh N*. Mildmny.’ What 
is the moaning of ,pairing off P” 

li I’ll explain it all to you when 1 coue bnck, 
after  learning my leason. ‘’ 

Mind yon do corne back. But I don’t  sup- 
pose you ever will. You will be going some- 
where to see Lady Laura Standish when you 
are not wanted in Parliament.’’ 

c‘ Lady Laura Standish !” 
‘&And why shouldn’t you ? Of course, with 

your prospects, you should go as much as pos- 
sible among people of that sort. Is Lady Laura 
very pretty ?” 

She’s about six feet high.” 
Nonsense. I don’t believe t1m.t.” 

‘ C  She would look as though  she  ~ycrc, stand- 

“ Becausc I am so insignificant and small.” 
Because your figurc is perfcct, and becnusa 

she is straggling. She is ns unliko you as pos- 
sible in evcry thing. She has thick  lumpy rod 
hair, while yours is all silk and softness. Shc 
lias largc hands and feet, and-” 

“ Why, Phineas, yon are making her out to 
be an ogrcss, and  yet 1 know that you admire 
her.” 

‘‘ So I do,  because she posscsscs snch an ap- 
pesrnnce of power. An4 aftcr all, in spiee of 
the lumpy bnir, and in spita of large 3~a1.1ds anrd 
straggling figure, shc is handsome. One oan’t 
tell what  it is. One can sec  that shc is quite 
contentcd with herself, and intends to make 
Dthers contented with her. And so SIIO does.’’ 

I see you are in love with her, Phineas.” 
‘( No ; not in love-not with hes at least. 

3f all men in  the wodd, I snppose I am the last 
;hat has a right to bo in h o .  I dnrc say 1 shall 
narry some day.” 

ing by you.” , 

L ‘ 2: am s n ~ o  I hope you mill,” 
But not till I’m forty or porlmps fifty ycars 

,Id. If I was not fool enough to llnvc what n ~ e n  
:all n high ambition I might wnturo t o  bo in 
ove IIOTV.” I 

l ‘  I’m sure I’m very $ad tllat you’ve got n 
ligb ambition. It is what evcry man ought; to  
~ a v c  ; nnd I’VQ no doubt that we sl~nll hcar of 
?our marriage soon-wry soon. And then-iF 
;he can help you. in your ambition, we-shall- 
dl-he so-gIacl.” 

Phineas  did  not say a word facther then, 
Perhaps some commotion among the pmty bmka 
l p  the little private conversafiion in the corner. 
4nd he was not aloaowith Mary ngain  till thora 
:ame n moment for him to put  hor clonk orer 
zcr shoulders in  tho back parlor, while Mrs. 
Glood Sonda wns finishing some important nar- 
sative to his mothcr, It was Barbara, I think, 
v110 stood in somc d o o r - ~ ~ t y ,  nncl prevcnted 
~eople fwm passing, and so gave him  the oppor- 
unity which h a  abusccl. ‘‘ Mtwy,” snid he, taking hor in his arms, 
vithout n singla word of love-malring bcyonil 
vhnt the rcador llas heard-" 0110 kiss ~ C F O ~ Q  
ve pnrt.” 

c ‘  No, Phineas, no !” But tllc kise had bccn 
;ntlrcn and given bcforc she hnd cvcn answercd 
lim. “ Oh, Phincas, you shouldn’t !j‘ 

I should. Why ~houldn’t I T And, Mary, 
C will have one morsal of your hnir.” 

( 6  You shall not; incleed, you shall  not !” 
3ut tho scissors were nt  Ilnnd, and  the ringlct 
vas cut  and  in his pocket  bcfore she wvns ready 
vith her resistance. There wns nothing  far- 
,her, not n word moro; ana Mary went nnny 
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with her veil down, nndcr  hcr mother’s wing, 
weeping swect silent tears  which no one saw. 

“YOU do love lier ; don’t you, Phincas P’ 
asked Barbara. 

“Bother! Do you go to  bed, and don 
trouble yourself about  such  trifles. But min 
you’re up, old girl, to sec  me off in the morn 

were sometimes a little  astray  at knowing whiclj 
was thcir  party  for  the nonce. XIc lmcw thnt 
Erle nnd such  men would despise him if he did 
not fall  into tho reguInr groovc-and if the Bnr- 
rington Edes despised him, mhnt would thcn be 
left  for  him ? 

Eis  moody thoughts mcrc somewhnt dissipated 
when he found onc  Laurenco Pitzgibbon-thc 
Honorable LxurcncePitzgibbon--a special friend 
of his own, and a very clever fcllow, on  board tho 
boat as i t  steamed out of Icingston harbor. 
Lnurencc  Fitzgibbon  had nlso just bccn ovcr 
clbout his election, and had bccn returned as (t 

mnttcr of coursc for  his fathor’s county, Lnu-  
rencc  Fitzgibbon  had sat i n  the XIousc for tllc 
last fiftcen years, and was yet well-nigh ns young 
n man ns any in  it, And he wns n mnn nltogcthcr 
different from thc 0’13-s, O’C--s, nnd O’D-s. 
Laurcncc Bitzgibbon codd nlways get tllc cnr 
of t h  ITouso if ho c lmc to 617calr, nnd his fricncls 
clcclnrcd that hc might 1mvc bccn high up  in 
o fhc  long ycars since if ho wonlcl  llnvc takcn 
tho trouble  to work. Ha  was n welcomc pes t ;  
nt tlm houses of tho vary bcst pcoplc, nnd was 11, 
friend of wl~om  any one might bc proud. Xt l1nd 
for two years bccn n fcfonthcr i n  tlm cap of Pllin- 
:as tbnt  hc kncw Lanrcnco Pitzgibbon. h m 1  
yet peoplc snicl thnt Znurcnce Bitzgibbon lind 
notlring OF his own, nnd mon mondored how 110 
livccl. IIc was tho goungcst son  of Lord Clnd- 
hgh ,  nn Irish pecr with n lnrgc ftmily, w110 
:oulit c10 notllina  for  Laurcncc, his fnvorito 
:bild, beyond finding him n sont in Pnrlinmcnt. 

‘ l  Well, Finn, my boy,” snidhnrcncc, sllnlring 
lnnds with thcyo~mg rncmbcr on bonrd tllcstcnm- 
:r, “so you’vc xnnda i t  n11 right nt L o n ~ : I J ~ n n o . ’ ~  
I!hn Pllincas was beginning to tul1 d l  tho sto~y, 
,110 vvondcrful Btory ofGcorga Morris mul Iho Enrl 
~f%ulln-l~owthomcn ofr-tou~~~shnnoh~~clclcctccl 
~ i m  wiLhout opposition ; l~ow ho lind lracn sap- 
lortcd by Consarvativos as wc11 ns I;ibcmls ; 
low unanimous Lougbshono l~nd bccn in nlcct- 
ng him, P l ~ ì n c n ~  Finn, n8 its rcprcsonintivc. 
B u t  Mr. Firngibbon sccrnod  to caro  vcry Xittla 
lbout n11 this, nnd vent  so fnr RR ta dcclnrc tlmt 
8hoso things wcrc accidcnts which fell sat fiorne- 
imcs ono wny nnd somotimcs nnothor, nnil W C ! I ~  
dtogcthcr  indcpcndcnt of nny merit OP dcrnwít 
)n  tho pnrt o f  tllc  cnndidntc Ilirnsclf. Ancl ie 
vas mnrvclous ancl dxnost 11ninfd to I’l~it~ona 
llnt  his friand X’itzgibbon shonld nc:ccl,t tho 
nct of h i s  mclnbcrshi~~ with 80 little or cnngmtu.. 
ntion-with al)salntcly 110 1)lowing OT trumpcts 
vlzatovcr. Encl 110 Lccn clrctcd n mornbar or  thc 
nnnicipnl colyorntion of Louglwhano, instond 
If its rclmsentntivo in tho Rritisll I?nrlinrncnt, 
;nurenco Bilzgibbon camld nok hnva macla less 
IIW about it. 1’Bincns wns clisnppointccl, but 110 
uolr tho c m  kom his friand too quickly to slmr 
.is disnppointmont, And whcn, 11alf an Iror~r 
ftcr t h i r  mooting, Fitegibbon l1nd to bo TC- 
ninclccl that his compnion tvns notin tlmXIoum 
ktring t110 Inst scssion, Pllinons wns al110 to 
1dcc tlla mnn1.k as though Iro tlloupJ~t ns little 
bouc tllc ‘Uonsa ns clid tho old-nccustomc~l mom- 
cr hirnr;clf, 
LLAs fnx aß I cnn ßco ns yet,” snid Fjtzfiib- 

on, Lcwo nro s ~ r o  to hava scvont~on.’~ 
( c  Seventeen 3’’ said X’hincas, not quito un- 

crstarrding tho moaning of t h o  nnmbor qtwtod, 
l‘h mnjarity of savantcon. T11cro arc fbur  

ridl counties  and tl~reo Scotch which h’ven’t 
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returned as yct ; but we know pretty  well wha 
they’ll do. There’s R, doubt about Tipperary, 13 
course ; but whichever gcts in of the seven whr 
aye standing,  it will be a vote on our side. Nov 
the Government can’t livc against that. The up 
hill  strain  is too much for them.” 

L (  According  to  my idea, nothing can justi4 
them in trying  to  live against a majority.” 

( 6  That’s gammon. When  the  thing is s( 
eqnd,  any  thing is fair.  But you see they don’ 
like  it. Of course there are some among  then 
ns hungry as we are; and  Dubby would givc 
liis tocs and fingers to remain in.’’ Dubby waf 
tl1e ordinary nnmc by  which, among  friends ani 
foes, Mr.  Daubeny was kuown ; Mr. Deubeny, 
who nt  that  time mas the leader of the Conserva. 
tive  party in the I-Iouse of Commons. ‘(Bul 
most of them,” continued Mr. Fitzgibbon, “ pre. 
fer the other game, and if yon don’t care aboui 
money, upon my word it’s the  pleasanter gamc 
of the two.” 

‘ r  But  the y n t r y  gcts nothing  done  by n Tor] 
Government. 

“As to that, it’s six of one and hnlf n doze11 
of the other. I nemr Icncw a government yet 
thnt  wanted to do  any  thing. Give LL govern- 
ment n real  strong majority, as the  Tories used 
to  ham half n century sincc, and as a matter of 
course it will do nothing. Why  shonld i t ?  p o -  
ing things, ns you call it, is only  bidding foor 
power-for patronage  and pay.” 

‘&And  is  the  country to have no service done?” 
‘“he country  get&  quite ns much service 

xs it pays for, and perhaps a little more. Tho 
clerlts in the officcs  work for the cortntry. And 
the Ministcrs work too, if they’ve got any thing 
to manage. There is plenty of work done;  but 
of worlc in  Pnrliamcnt,  the less the  better, ac- 
cordiug  to my ideas. It’s very  little  that ever is 
done, nnd tlmt  little  is gclrcrally too muell.” 

But the people-” 
Come down and bave a glass of bro,ndy and 

water,  and leave the p o p l o  done  for the pres- 
ent. Thc people can tnka cnrc of thamselves n 
great doal better thnn ve can talco cero of 
them.’’ Mr. Bitzgibbow’s doctrine as to  the 
cornmonwenlth was very different from that of 
Emrington Erle, and was still less to the  taste 
of the  new member. Barrington Erle considered 
that Bis leader, Mr. Mildmay, should be en- 
trusted  to  maka  all necessary cllnngcs in  thc 
laws, and that an obedient *IIouso of Commons 
shoulcl implicitly obey that lendcr in anthoriz- 
ing  all changes proposcd  by him ; but, nccorcl- 
ing to Barrington I3rl0, such  changes should be 
numeroLw and of great  importancc, and would, 
if duly passed into law ht his lord’s behest, gradu- 
ally prodncc such a Whig  Utopin in England as 
Ilas never yet bcen  seen  on the face of tho  earth. 
Now, according to Mr. Fitzgibbon, the  present 
Utopin would be  good cnough, if  only ho him- 
self mighk bo once more put into possession of n 
ccrtnin semi-political place about tho  court, 
from which he hnd herctoforc drawn ;E1000 per 
nnnum, without any work, much to  his comfort. 
IIß mndc no secrct of his ambition, nnd WRS 
chngrined simply nt the prospect of having  to 
roturn to his clectors before ho could cnjov thosb 
good lhings which he expcctcd to reccivë from 
tho undoubted  majority of seventcen, which had 
bcen, or would bc,  nchicvcd. 

‘‘ I hatß d l  change as a rule,t’ said Bitzgib- 

bon ; c ‘ but, upon my  word, ve  ought to alter tllnt. 
When a fellow has got a crumb of comfort, nftcr 
waiting for it ycnrs and years, and perhaps spend- 
ing thousands in elections, he hns to go back 
and try his hand again nt the  last moment;, 
merely in obedicnco  to some antiquated preju- 
dice. Look at poor Jack: Bond, the best friend 
I cver had  in  the world. 1% was wrecked upon 
that rock forever. Hc spent every sI~iIling ]le 
had  in contesting Romford three times running, 
and three tinles running he got in. Then  they 
made him Vice-Comptroller of the Granaries, 
and I’m shot if he  didn’t  get spilt nt  Rornford 
on standing  for his re-election !” 

And what became of him ?” 
God knows. I think I hcnrd  that  he mar- 

ried an old woman and settled down somewhere. 
I know hc ncver came up again. Nom, I call 
that B confounded shnme. I suppose I’m safe 
down  in Mayo, but there’s no knowing what rnay 
happen in these days.’, 

As they parted at Euston Square, Phinens 
aslted his friend some little nervous question as 
to  the best mode of making a first cntrnnce into 
the I-Xouse. Would Laurence Pitzgibbon sce 
him through  the difficulties of the onth-taking ? 
But Laurence Pitzitzgibbon mado vcry little of the 
diffidty. Oh; you just  come down, and 
there’ll be n rnsh of fellows, and vo~fll  know 
every body. You’ll have to hang ibont; for an 
hour or so, and then you’ll get pushcd througl~ 
Thcra isn’t timß for much ceremony after a 
general election.” 

Phineas reached London  early in tho morn- 
ing, and wcnt homc to bed for an hoar or so. 
The I-Iouse ’was  to mcet an that vcry day, and 
bo intended to bcgin his  parliamentary dntics 
at  once if ho should find i t  possible to  get some 
m a  to nccompany him. He felt that he should 
hclc courage to go down to  Wcstminstcr Eh11 
$11 donc, nnd oxplain to  the poliaeman nnd 
door-keepers that  he WEIS the m m  w110 had  just 
been elcctcd mcmber for Loughshnnc, So 
abolzt noon ho went into the Rcfoorm Club, and 
lhere ha found a grent crowd of men, among 
whom tlme was a plentiful sprinkling of mom- 
bers. Erle saw bim in n moment, and came to 
him wit11 congratdations. 

L‘ So you’re all  right,  Zinn,” said he, ‘ 6 Ycs ; I’m  all right-J. didn’t hnvo much 
iloubt about it whan I went over.” 
(‘1 never heard of n fellow with such n run 

3f luclt,” said Erle. “It’s jusl; onc of those 
Rukes t h n t  occur onco in a dozen elections, 
Any one on earth might luwe got  in milhout 
rpcnding R shilling,” 

Phineas didn’t at  all  like this. “ I don’t 
;IlinIc any one could havo got  in,”  said he, 

without knowing Lord Tulla.” 
“Lord Tulln  vas nomhere, my dear boy, and 

:odd havo nothing to say  to it. RU!Í never 
nind  that. You mcet me in the lobby at two. 
Chere’ll bo alot of 11s thcrc, and vve’ll go in to- 
:ether.  I-Inve you seen Bitzgibbon?”  Then 
3nrrington Erle rvcnt off to othcr business, nnd 
Finn wns congratulntcd by other men. Bnt i t  
;cemecl to  him that the conjirntulations of his 
‘ricnds wcre not hcnrty. H o  spoke to s o m  
ncn, of whom hc thought that ho knev they 
vould hn~w givcn their cycs to be  in Parlictmcnt ; 
lnd yet they S ~ O ~ O  of liis  ancccss ns being n vcry 
Irclinary thing. Well, my boy, 1 h o p  you 
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likc  it,” said one middle-aged  gentleman when 
he had known ever since he came up to  London 
( 6  The difference is between working for nothin& 
and working for money. You’ll have t o  work 
for nothing now.” 

‘cTllat’s  about  it, I suppose,” said  Phineas. 
‘ 6  They sny the I-Iouse is  a  comfortable clnb,’ 

said  the middle-aged friend, ‘(but I confesr 
that I shouldn’t likc  bcing  rung away from my 
dinner myself.” 

A t  two  punctually  Phincas was in  the lobby 
nt Wcstminster, and  then he found himsclf 
taken into  the House with a crowd o€ otber men. 
The old and young, nnd they who were neither 
old nor young, wcrc mingled  together,  and  thcrc 
seemed  to be very little  respect of persons. On 
three or four occasions therc wns some chcering 
when a popular man or a groat Jender came  in ; 
but  the vork of the  day left but very little clear 
impression on the  mind of t h  young momber. 
He was con€used, half elated, half disappointed, 
ancl had not  his wits about him. I-Ic fotlnd him- 
self constantly regretting  thnt ho  was there ; and 
as constantly  telling himself that he, hardly gct 
twenty-h ,  without n shilling of his own, hac1 
ncllievecl  nn entrance  into thnt  nsscmbly which 
by the  consent OP all men is  the  grcstcst  in tile 
world, and w l h h  mnny of the  rich  magnates of 
t h  country llad in  vain spent heaps of trcnsurc 
in their cnclaavors to open to thoir  own footsteps. 
He tricd ha1:cl to  rcnlixe what he Izad gained, 
bnt  the dust and  thc noise nnd tho  crowds nnd the 
want of something august to  tho c y  wcrc nlnrost 
too strong for him. 130 mnnngccl, I I O W C V C ~ ,  to 
tnkc  tho onth onrly among thoso w110 took it, mcl 
11eard tho &ucßn’S spccch rcnd and tho nddress 
moved and sccondecl. l10 was scatcc1 vory un- 
comfoytnldv, high 1111 on n back sant, botwcen 
two men I & Q ~  ho diet not know ; nnd ho foand 
the speeches to ba vqry long. IIc Ilad been in 
tho habit of swing such speeehcs rcportcd in 
abaut a column, an4 ho t l~on~gl~t  that   t lmc 
spcocllcs must talte at lenst four columncl ench. 
EIc sat ont the debate on tho nddross till the 
J-Iousc was ndjijaurned, and then IIC wcnt nway to 
dino nt his club, He did ga into  the  dining- 
room of  the ITonse, bnt tl~erc W R Y  it crowd tllorc, 
anil hc found hin~sclfnlonc,  and to toll t h  truth, 
lm wns nfraid to orclcr his diunor. 

Tilo  noarest appronclr to n triczmph which he 
hnd in London cnmc to  him €ram tlrc glory 
which  his elcction rcflcctccl upon his llmdlarly. 
Slm mns n Bincllg good nrotl~crly 80111, whose 
busbawl was n journoy~nan law-stntioner, and 
who Icept n YWY clccont Ilouse in Grcnt hlnrl- 
borotlglr Street, JIcrc Phinena had Iodgcd since 
be l1ad becn in London, and was n groat; favor- 
ite. ‘‘ Goil blcss my ~io td ,  Mr. Phinons,” m i t 1  
sllc, ‘( only think of your bcing n nrclnbar of 
Parliamont!” 

‘LYes, I’m n momlm of Parliament, Mrs. 
RLznce.” 

‘ 6  And you’ll go on with tho rooms tllc snmc 
ns over ? Well, I naver thought to hnvo Q mom- 
ber of Pnrlinmcnt in ’em.” 

Mrs. Duncc redly had rcnlizcd tho mngni- 
tuda of tlla step which her lodger had taken, and 
Plriacas kvas grateful  to har. 
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Lady Laura  Standish was the daughter of 
the  Enrl of Brentford, and was the  only  remain- 
ing  lady of the earl’s family. The countess  had 
been long dead ; and  Lady Emily, the  younger 
daughter, who had been the  great  beauty of her 
day, was now the wife  of a Russian  nobleman 
mbom she had persisted in  preferring  to  any of 
her  English suitors, and lived at St. Petersburgh. 
There was an  aunt, old Lady  Laura, who came 
up  to town about  the middle of May ; but she 
was always in the country except  for some s i s  
weeks in  the season. There was a certain  Lord 
Chiltern, the earl’s son and heir, who did indeed 
live at  the family town house inPortman  Square ; 
but Lord Chiltern was R man oÇ whom Lady 
Laura’s  set  did not often speak, and Phineas, 
frequently  as  he had been at  the house, had 
never seen Lord  Chiltern thcre. IIe was a 
young nobleman OE whom varions acco~~nts  wcre 
kiven by various people ; bu.t I fear  that  the 
account most readily accepted in  London  nttrib- 
uted to him a grcat  intimacy  with affairs 
of Nawmarkct, and a partiality for convivial 
pleasures. Respecting Lord Chiltern,  Phinens 
had never as yet exchanged a word with Lady 
Laura. TVith the father he was acquainted, as 
hc had  dined  perhaps  half a damn timcs at  the 
house. The point in Lord Brentford‘s cbarac- 
ter which had more than  any  othcr  struck OUT 
hero, wns the  unlimited confidence .ivJlich he 
SecInGd to place in his daughter.  Lady h u r a  
seemcd to have perfect power of doing what she 
plensed. She was much moro mistress of hcr- 
self than if she had been tho wife instead of tho 
daughter of the  Earl of Brentford, and  she 
seemed to be quite as much mistress of the house. 

Phineas had declared at Killaloe  that  Lady 
Lnurn was six feet high, thnt she had red hair, 
that  her figure was straggling,  and  that  her  bands 
and feet were large. She was in  fact  about fivc 
fcet seven in height, and she carried  her  height 
well, Thore was something of nobility in her 
gait,  and she seemed thus  to bo taller  than lier 
inches. 1Ier hair was in  truth red-of a deep 
thorough rednoss. Her brother’s hair WEIS the 
same ; and so had been that of? her  father, be- 
foro it hacl become sandy with age. IXer sister’s 
Ilad been of a sofc auburn hue, and hers had 
been snirl to be the prcttiest; hend of hair  in Eu- 
ropo nt the timo of her mnrriago, But in thesc 
days wo have got to like rcd  hair, nnd Lady 
Laum’s wns not supposed to stand  in  the  way of 
llcr being considercd a beauty. Hen: face mas very 
fair,  though  it  lacked  that softness which we n11 
love in women. I h r  eyes, which were  large and 
bright, and very clear, never soemod to quail, nev- 
er rosc and sank or showed tllemselves to be afraid 
of their own power. Indeed, Lady Laura Stand- 
ish l1ad nothing of fear nbont her. Her nose 
wns perfectly cut, but was rather large,  having 
tllc slightcst possible tendcncy to be aquiline. 
Her mouth also was largo, but was full of ex- 
pression, and llcr tccth were perfect. Her com- 
alcxion was vcrv bright. but  in  suite of its I 

i 

I 

I :  
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Lriglltness SIIO niver  6í~sí1ed. ~ 1 1 0  * s11ades of 
her complexion were set  and steady. Those 
who know her snid that  her  heart l’vas SO fully 
undcr command  that  nothing could stir  lier 
blood  to m y  sudden motion. As to  that accu- 
sation of straggling which had been made  against 
her, i t  llnd sprung from ill-nnturcrl observation 
of her modes of sitting. She never straggled 

when she stood or walked; but she  voald lean 
forward, when sitting, as a’ man docs,’and vvould 
use her  arms in talking,  and would put  her 
hand over her face, and pass her fingers through 
her hair,  after  the fashion of men rather  than 
of women ; and  she seemed to despise that soft 
quiescence of her sex in which arc generally 
found so many charms, Her hands  and. feet 
were large, as was ber whole frame. Such wm 
Lady  Laura  Standish;  and  Phineas  Pinn had 
been  untrue  to himself and  to his own apprecia- 
tion of the lady when he had described her in 
disparaging tcrms to Mary Flood Jones. But, 
though he had spoken  of Lady Laura  in dis- 
paraging tcrms, he had so spoken of her as to 
make Miss Flood  Jones  quite  understand  that 
he  thought a great deal  about  Lady  Laura. 

And nom, early on the Sunday, he made his way 
to Portman  Squara in order  that he might  learn 
wllether there  might  be any sympathy for him 
there.  Eitherto he had found none. Every 
thing  had been terribly dry and  hard, and he 
had  gathered as yet none of the  fruit which he 
had expected that his good fortune would bear 
for him. It is twe that he  had not as yet gone 
among any friends, escept those of his club, and 
men who were in  the House along  with him ; 
and  at the chb   i t  nlight be thatthere were some 
who envied him  his good fortune, and others 
w110 thought  nothing of it because it had been 
theirs for years. Now he would try a friend 
who, he hoped, could sympathize; and them- 
Fore he called in  Portman Square at abont half 
past two on the Sunday morning. Yes-Lady 
Laura was in the drawing-room. The hdl-por- 
:er admitted 8s much, but  evidently seemed t o  
:hink that he had becn disturbed from his din- 
ner  before his time. Phinoas did not care a 
rtrntv for  the hall-porter. If  Lady Lnurn were 
not kind to him, he would never trouble that 
hall-portcr again. He was especially sore nt 
this moment because a valued  friend, the bar- 
ristcr with whom he had boen reading for the 
lase tbree years, had spent the best part of an 
hour that Sunday morning in  poving to him 
that he  had  as good as ruined himself. “W,hon 
1 first heard ît, of courm I thought you had 
inherited a fortune,” said Mr. Low. “I  hare 
inlleritod n ~ t h i n g , ~ ’  Phineas replied ; I ‘  not n 
penny; and I never shall.” Thgn a r .  LOT 
had opened his ayesl very wide, and  shaken  his 
head very sadly, and had whistled. 

“1 am so glad you have come, Mr. Pinn,” 
said Lady  Laura,  meeting  Phineas half-way 
across the  large room. 

“Thanks,” said he, as hc took her hand. 
( 4  I thought that  perhaps you would manage 

:o seo me before any one else was hcre.” 
11 Weil, to tell the  truth, I have wished i t ;  

;hotxgh I cnn 1Iardly tell why.” 
c c 1  cnn tell you tvl~y,  Mr.  Pinn. But never 

mind; come and sit down. I am SO very glad 
;hat you h a ~ e  bccn succcssful-so very glad. 
TOU know I told you that I should never think ’J 

much of you if y & ~  did not at lcast try it.” 
And therefore I did try.” 

LcAnd have succcedcd. Faint I~cart, you 
know, ncver did any good. 1 think it îs a 
man’s duty  to mako liis may into  tho Housc- 
that is, if ho ever means  to bo m y  body. Of 
course i t  is not  every man mho ran get tlrcre by 
thc tirpo that ha is five-and-tmcnty.” 
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cLEvery fricnd that I have in the world  say^ 

6‘ No ; I don’t say so,” said  Lady Lanra. 
(‘And you nre worth all the others put to- 

gether. It is such a comfort to have some one 
to say a cheery word to one.” 

C'Yeu shall hear nothing but cheery words 
here. Papa shall say cheery words t o  you that 
shall be better than mim,  becausa they  shall be 
weighted with the wisddm of age. I Iu-we heard 
him say twenty times that  the  earlier a man 
goes into the House the batter. Tl~ere is so 
much to learn.” 

‘( But your father was thinking of men of for- 
tune.” ‘‘ Not at all ; of Sounger brothers, and barris- 
ters, and of men  who have their may to mnlre, 
as you have. Let me sec-can you dine here 
on Wednesday?  There will be no pnrty, of 
course, but papa will want to s h a h  l~nnds with 
you; and you legislators of the Lower I-Ionsc 
arc more easily rcnched on Wednesdnys than on 
any othcr day.” 
“ I sl~lzll be delightcd,” said Phincas, feeling, 

howcver, that he did not  espccl much sympathy 
from L o d  Brentford. 

“Mr.  Ilenncdy dines here-you know Mr. 
Kennedy, of Loaghlintcr ; and wc will ask your 
friend Mr“ Fitagibbon. There will be nobody 
elsc. As for catching  Bnrrington Erle, thnt is 
out of thc question nt s t ~ c l ~  n time ns this.” 

“But, going back ta my h i n g  ruined-’’ 
said Pl~incns, after a pnuse. 
“ Don’t think of nny thing so disagrccnblc,” ‘‘ Yon must not snpposc that I am nfraicl of 

it. I was going to say that tllcre arc worse 
tlrings than ruin-or, at any rate, than  the 
chanw of ruin, Supposing that I havc to omi- 
grate and skin sheep, what does i t  matter? X 
my8olf, bcing uninoumbercd, have myself ns my 
own proporty to c10 what I like witll. Wich 
Nelson it was Westnlinstor Abbcy or n peorago. 
With rnc it is parlinmeatary SUCCOSB or shccp- 
skinning.” 

There sllnll bo no shccp-skinning, Mr. Binn, 
I will guarantea you.” 

Then 3c shall be safe. 

that I have ruined myself.” 

At that moment tho door of tho room  as 
opened, and n man entered  with quick stcp,  
cnma n fcw yards in, nnd t l~en  rctrcatcd, shm- 
ming tiro door after him. He was II m m  with 
thick, sllort rcd hniq and  an  abundancc of vcry 
recl board. And his Sace wns rod, and, as il 
seemod to Phinons, his vcry cycs. Thcrc I V ~ B  
somcthing in tho countenance or tho  man wl~ich 
strnck him almost with drcnd-somcthing np- 
pronching to ferocity. 

Tllere wns a pause n moment after tllc cloor 
was closed,  and thcn Zacly Laurn Rpo1;c. I t  
was my brotllcr Chiltcm, I do not think thnt 
you llnvc cver mot him.’I 

CHAPTER Y. 
MR. AND MRS. r,om. 

TEAT terribla apparition of t l ~ e  red Lord Chil- 
tern  had distt~rbotl Phincas in tho  moment of 
his hagpinass na he sat  listening to tho kind flnt- 
terias of Lw?y Lnurn; and though Lord Cbiltcrn 

had vnnishcd as quickly ns ho had appeared, 
there had come  no return of his joy. Lady 
Laum bad said some word  about her brother, 
and Phineas had replied that he hail ncvcr 
chanced to sec Lord  Chiltcrn. T11en tllcro had 
been an nwkmnrd silence, and almost  irnmedi- 
ately other persons had come in. After greet- 
ing one or two old ncqunintnnces, among whom 
m elder sister of Lnurence Eitzgibbon I V ~ S  one, 
he took his  leave and cscnped out into t h o  sqnnrc. 

Miss Fitzgibbon is  going  to  dine with us on 
Wednesday, said Lady Laura. She says 
she won’t answer for her  brother, but slm will 
bring  him if she can.” 

‘LAnd you’re n momber of Parliament now 
too, thcy tell me,” saiil Bliss Bitzgibbon, holding 
up her hands. (‘1 tllink ovc~y body will bo in 
Padiament; before long. I wislx 31 knew sonno 
man who wnsrr’t, tbat I might think: of changing 
my condition.” 

But Phineas cared very littlo  what Miss  Fitz- 
gibbon snicl to him. Evcry body kncm Aq)asin 
bitzgibbon, and all w110 kncw hcr wcro accus- 
tomed to puk up with the violencc of llcr jolrca 
nncl the  bitterness of hor remarks. X110 wna an 
old maid, over forty, very plain, who, hnving 
reconciled l~crticlf to the fact thnt SIIO was an old 
maid, choso to  talte advantngo of auch poor 
~~rivilegcs f is  tllc position gave l~cr .  Within thc 
Inst few y c m  a convidcrnblo Sortuno had f d c n  
into hcr hnnds, som0 twnty-five thonsnnd 
pounds, which 11nd come to ller nncxpcctcdly- 
n wondcrfd tvinclfdl. And now slm was tho 
only one of l m  family tvho hnd rnoncy nt com- 
mnnd. fiho livail in  a mln11 house b I~crmlf, 
in one of thc smullest fitrcetc.1 oc ~ n y  %nir, ancl 
walked about; stnrdily by Ilcrsclf, n1xd  polc cc Ilor 
mincl about avcry thing. She was greatly do- 
voted l o  l m  brothar Lmrancc--so dcvotccl thnt 
kl~crtr  mas nothing sha wonld not c10 for Ilim, 
short of landing  him  money, 

But Phinena, when he folml himself ont i n  t110 
squaro, thonglrt nothing of Aspnsin Fitegibbon. 
110 had gonc to Lndy L~LIUI Standid1 T o r  sym- 
pathy, and s110 lmd givcn i t  ta him in fall  mcns- 
ure. 8ho understood him nnd his aspirntions if 
no one clso did so on tho facc of tllc cnrtll. Sho 
rqjoiccd in Iris triumpl~,  and tvas not tuo llnrd to 
tell  him that  she Iookccl forwnrd t o  his ,wcCefis. 
And in w l ~ n l  dolightCu1 langnago RIIC 1 1 c d  donc 
so I “Xttint  heart ncvcr \von fitir In.dy.” I t  
mas t lm ,  or almost tllua, that slle hnd cnco~~r- 
agcd him. IIc kncw wall that s l~c  lind in truth 
meant nothing mom than l~ortvord~l I1nd scemccl 
to signify. I-IC clid not fol* n moment attributo to  
l m  aught clsa. But might nol; ho gat nnothar 
lesson from tlmn ? 1x0 lind afton told himsclf 
that hc rvnH not;  in  lovo with Laurn ,cltnndish ; 
but  why sl~or~l t l  bo not now tall llimvelf that ho 
was in lovo with hor? Of courm tllcrc \1~0u~I11 
bo clificulty, nut tvns it  not  tho busincm of his 
lire to overcome difncultics? JIacl 110 not d- 
ready ovei-como ona c-ljfRAculty almost ns grcnt; 
and why ~houlcl ha bc nfrnid of this othcr ? 
Fttint henrt  navw won ft& lndy ! And this 
h i r  lady-for at this motnont 110 was randy to 
gwenr thnt s110 ~ n s  vary fair-was nlroacly lmlf 
won.  Xhc could not Imve tnkcn hin3 by t h  
Irnnd 60 wnrmly, and looked into his faca BO 
koohly, had ello not fß16 for him somothing 
Wongor tlmn common friondsI~ip. 

H o  had tttrncil dawn Bnlrar Strcct from tho 
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square, and was now walking toward the ne- I well as on his own-talre advantage of any cir- 
gent’s Park. €Ie modd go and see the beasts in 
the Zoological Gardens, and  make up ’his  mind 
as to his future mode of life in  that deligbtfnl 
Sunday solitude. There was very much as tc 
which it was necessary that  he  should rnalce ur 
his mind. If he resolved that he would asli 
Lady Laum Standish to be his wife, when 
should he ask her, and  in  what  manner might 
ho propose to  her thnt they  should  live? It 
mould llnrdly suit him to postpone his courtship 
indefinitcly, knowing, as he did know, thnt he 
would be one among many suitors. I-Ic could 
not expect her to mnit for him if he did  not de- 
clnre himself. And yet he could hnrclly ask ller 
to come and  share with him the nllommcc made 
t o  him by his father ! Whether she llad mncl: 
fortune of ber own, or little, or none nt all, he 
diil not in the least know. R e  did know tlmt 
the earl had bcen distressed by his son’s extrava- 
gnnce, and that there 11ad been s o m  znoncy dif- 
ficulties arising from this source. 

But his great desire would be to support his 
own wife by his own Inbor. At prcscnt he was 
hardly ia n fair way to CIO that, nnlcss hc codd 
get  paid for his  parliamentary work, Those 
fortunate gentlemcn who form The Goucrn- 
ment ’ r  are so paid. Yes ; there wns the Trensu- 
ry  Bench open to  him, and lm must resolve that 
he would seat hirnsclf there. I lo  would nmke 
Lady Lnura nndcrstnnd this, nnd  then l m  would 
ask his question. I t  \vas true  that  at prescnt 
his political opponcnts l1nd possession of the 
Treasury Bench ; but all governments arc mor- 
tal, and Conservntivo governments in  this coun- 
try nre especially prone to die, It wns true that 
h e  could not hold even n Treasury lordship with 
n poor thousand n ycnr for his salary mitho)lt 
Iuwing to fncc t h  electors of Loughshane agam 
before ho entered upon the enjoyment of his 
placc ; but if ho could only do something to give 
n grnce to his nnmc, to show that lzc mu a ris- 
ing man, the electors of Loughshane, who had 
once bccn so cnsy with him, would surely not 
be crnal to him when ho sl~owed hirnsclf a mcond 
time among thcrp. Lord Tulln was Ilia fricnd, 
and  he hncl those points of law in his  favor whiclz 
posscssion  bcstows. And tlmn he remcmbcred 
that Lady Lnurn, was rclatcd to almost cvery 
body who was any body among  tho high Whigs. 
She was, ha kngw, sccond cousin to Mr. Mild- 
mny, mho for years llnd becn thc leader of the 
Wl~igs, nncl was third cousiil to  Bnrrington  Erlc. 
Tho late  Prcsidcnt of the Conncil, tllc I)ul;c of 
St. Bungnv, and Lord Brentforcl hnd  marricd 
sistcrs, nnkl the St.  Bungay peoplc, nnd the 
Mildn~ny pcoplc, nnd the  Brcntford people had 
n11 some sort of connection with the Palliser 
pcoplc, of whom the heir and coming chief, 
l’ltmtngenct Palliser, would ccrtninly be Chan- 
ccllor of the Exclleclncr in tho next Government. 
Simply ns nn introduction into  officid  lifc  noth- 
ing conld be more conilclcive to chances of suc- 
cess tlum n mntrinlonin1 nllinnca with Lncly 
Lnurn. Not that he would have thought of 
such n thing on thnt account ! No ; he thought 
of it bccause ho lovcd l m ;  honcstly because he 
lovecl hcr. I-Ic sworc to that l1all n dozen timcs, 
for his own satisfaction. 13nt, loving her ns  he 
did,  nnd resolving tllnt in spite of all difficulties 
she dlould become his wifc, tllcrc could be no 
renson why ho should not-on l m  ncconnt ns 

l3 

cumstances that  there might be i n  bis favor. 
As he wandered among the unsavory beasts, 

elbowed on every side by the Sunday visitors to 
the Garden, he made up his mind  that he would 
first let Lady Laurn understand  what were his 
intentions with regard to his  future career, and 
that then he would ask her to join  her lot to his. 
At every turn the chances would of course be 
very much against him-ten  to one against him, 
perhaps, on every point; bnt i t  was his lot in 
life to have to facc snch odds. Twelve montlls 
since it had been mnch more than ten to one 
against his getting  into  Parliament ; and yet he 
was there. Ile expected to  be blown into frag- 
ments, to sheep-skinning in Australia, 01- packing 
preserved meats on the plains of Ptmguny; bnt 
when the blowing into atoms should come, he 
wns resolved that codrnge to bear tho ruin should 
not be wanting. Then he quoted n line or two 
OP n Latin poet, and  felt himself  to be comforta- 
ble. 

‘ L  So, here you are  again, Mr. Finn,” snid a 
voice in his car. 

“Yes, Miss Fitzgibbon ; here T am again.” 
I fancied you members of Parliament had, 

something else t o  do besides looking at wild 
beasts. I thought yon alwn~ys spent Sunday in 
arranging how you might most effectually badger 
ench othcr on Monday.” 

We got through n11 that  early  this morning, 
Miss Fitzgibbon, while you were saying yonr 
prnyers.” 

Here is Mr. Kennedy too ; you know him, 
I dare say. €Ie also is n member ; but thon he 
;Rn afford to b c 4 l e . ”  But  it so happened that 
Phinens did not know Ivilr. Kennedy, and  conse 
pently  there was some slight form of introdnc- 
Lion. 

I believe I am to mect you at  dinner on 
Wcclnesdny,” said Phincns, 6 ‘  a t  Lord Brent- 
€oTd’s.y’ 

“And  me toa,,’ snid Miss Fitzgibbon. 
Which will be the greatest possible addition 

Wednesday’s dinnw. Then  he &od perfectly 
still, with his two hands fixed on the top of his 
umbrclh, nnd gnzecl nt  thc  great monlccy’s cngo. 
B u t  it was clenr that he wns not looking nt any 
specid monkey, for his eyes nevcr wnnclcrcd. 

LCDid you ever see such n contrast i n  your 
life ?’’ said Miss Pitegibbon to  Phineas, hardly in 
n whisper. 

‘6 Between mhnt P” snid  Phineas. 
“Between MI-* I<cnncdy and n monkey. The 

monkey has so muell to sny for himselF,  and is 
so delightfully wicked ! I don’t suppose thnt 
&[r. ICennedy cver did any  thing wrong in his 
life. ” 

Mr. Kenncdy wns n inan who had very little 
temptation  to do any thing wrong. €Ie W E  
possessed of over n million and n bnlf of money, 
which he \vas mistaken enough to snppose he 
had mndc hin1seI.l; whcreas it may be doubted 
m~~ethcr  l m  lind ever earned a penny. E i s  fa- 
ther nnd his uncle hnd crcntcd n bnsiuess in 
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Glasgow, and that business now belonged to him, 
But his father  and his uncle, who had toilei 
through  their long lives, had left  behind  then: 
servants who understood the work, aud  the busi- 
ness now went on prospering  almost by its own 
momentum. The Mr. Kennedy of the presenl 
day, the sole owner of the business, tllough he 
did occasionally go to Glasgow, certainly did 
nothing toward maintaining it. He had R mag- 
nificent place in  Perthshire,  called  Loughlinter, 
and he sst €or a Scotch group of boroughs, and 
he had a house in London, and R stud of horsce 
in Leicestershire, which he rarely visited, and 
was  unmarried. He never spoke much to any 
one,  although  he WW constantly ia society. 130 
r a ~ e l y  did  any  thing,  nlthough  he ha$ the means 
of doing  evcry  thing. He  had very seldom been 
on his legs in the  House of Commons, though  he 
had sat there for ten years.‘ He mas seen about 
everywhere, sometimes with one acquaintance 
and sometimes mith anotller ; but  it  may be 
doubted  whether he had any friend. It may  bc 
doubted whether he  had cver talked  enough  to 
any man  to make that mnn his friend. Lnu- 
rence Fitzgibbon tried him for one season, and 
after a month or two asked f w  a loan of n few 
hundred polmas. ((1 never  lend moncy to nny 
one  under  any circurnstanccs,” said Mr. Ren- 
nedy, and it was t h o  longcst spcch  which had 
over fallen from his  mouth  in t110 hearing of 
Laurence JTitzgihbon. Bat though he would 
not  land money, he gave n great deal-and he 
would give i t  for almost cvery object. Mr. 
Robert IZennedy, M.P., Loughlinter, 6105,’’ q -  
penred on almost evcry charitable  list  that wns 
advertised. No one ever slmkc to  hiln ns to 
this  expenditure, nor did ho over spcak to any 
one. Circulars  came to  him  and  the cl1eclrs 
were  returned.  Tho  duty was n, vcry easy ono 
to him, and he performed it willingly. Had 
any amount of inquiry been necossary, i t  is pos- 
sible that tho  labor  would havo bcen too much 
for him. Such was Mr.  Robert  Renncdy, ns to 
mbam  Phincm had heard  that  ha had during 
the Inst winter  entertained Lord Brcntford and 
Lady  Lnura, vit11 very many other peo1)le of 
note, at his placa in ITerthshire. 

‘( 1 very  much  prefcr the monkey,”  said Plzin- 
ens to  Miss Fitzgibbon. 

‘( I thought you  WOU^^,>^ said she. I L  Like to 
l ikç  you Imow. You have both OP you tho samc 
aptitude €or climbing. Bur; tho monlrcys ncver 
fall, they tell me.” 

Phincas, knowing that 110 could gain nothing 
by  sparring with Miss Fitzgibbon, rnisccl his Ilnt 
and took his leavo. Going  out of n  narrow  gato 
he found himselP Etmin brought  into  contact 
with Mr. Ronnedy. ( 4  What n crowd tharc is 
here,’7 he said, finding himself bound to say 
somcthing. Mr. ICennedy, who WRS bchind him, 
answered him not a word. Tben Phineas  made 

I 

‘ l  
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man, looking  forward to  entering  Parliament nt 
some future  time, when tbc exigencics of his 
life of labor might  enable  him  to do so ; but  he 
mas prudent, given to  close calculation, ancl re- 
solved to  make  the  ground sure benenth his í‘cet 
in every step that he took forward. Whcn 11e 
first heard  that  $inn  intcnded  to  stnnd for 
Loughshanc  he  ’c~ns  strickcn  with dismay, nnd 
strongly dissuadcd him. ( I  Thc electors mny 
probably reject him.  That’s  his only cllucc 
 OW,^' Mr. Low had said to his wifc, when he 
found  that  Phineas was, as ha thought, fool- 
hardy. But  the  elcctors of Longlishnnc had 
not rejected Mr. Low’s pupil, nnd Mr. Low was 
now called upon t o  advise what  Pllincas  should 
do in his present circumstances.  Thcrc is noth- 
ing to prevent  the work of n Chnncery bnrristcr 
being done by a member o€ Parlinmcnt. In-  
deed,  the  most successful barristors are mclnbcrs 
of Parliament.  But  Phinens Finn was bcgin- 
ning at  thc wrong cnd, ancl Mr. Low kncw that 
no good would come of it. 

“ Only  think of yaur  being in Parliament, Mr. 
Finn,”  said Mrs. Low. 

( 6  I t  is wonderful, isn’t  it ?” said Phincas. 
“ I t  took us so much by surprise ! l r  mid Mrs. 

Low. I C  As a rule one nevcr  hcnrs of n btwris- 
ter  going  into  Parlinmcnt  till after 110’s forty.” 

‘( And I’m only twenty-five. I do fuel that 
I hxvo disgraccd myself. X do indacd, Mrs. 
Low.” 

“No; you’ve not disgraced yonrselr, Mr. 
Finn. The only qucstion is, whclhcr il’s pru- 
dont. 1 hopo it will all  turn  out for tho X~;st, 
most l~cartily.” Mrs. Lom was n vcry matlcr-of- 

band, who had had n littlcmoncy olFl1or own, and 
WELS posscsscd of evcry virtue  under  thc Bun, 
Ncverthelcss  ho did not quite liko tho iclon of 
llcr husband’s  pupil  having got into Pnrlinmant, 
If her husband nncZ Phinens Einn wepc dining 
nnynhcm  togetlm, Phincne, who had COUIC tu 
them quito a boy, would walk out of tho  room 
beiisra hor husbnnd. This conld hardly L Q  
right ! Ncverthclcss  shc hzllpecl Pllincas to the 
niccst bit of íish slm collld find, and hnd ho 1)coa 
ill, would I lwo nursed Ilim with tho grcntc~t 

Aftcr  dinner, wllcn Mrs. L o w  hnrl gone up 
gtairs, thcrc  ccmo  tho grcnt discussion batmcctl 
,ho tntor  and  tho pupil, fol- the salre of which 
,11is littlc  dinner 11nd bcen  givcn. Wllcn I’hin- 
:as hac1 last bean wiel1 Mr. 1mv-on tbc ocen- 
,ion of his showing Ilirnwll’ nt hid tutor’s clmn- 
)ers aftcr his latnrn from Xrc1md-h lm11 not 
nade up his mind so tl~orougllly on ccrtnirt 
!oints as ho llad dono sinca he h n d  EIOCYZ Lady 
Jaura.  Tho discussion could hardly bo ut lu~y 
m i l  now, but i t  could not bo nvaidcd. 

Wc!], Phinans, nnd whnt do you nlcnn to 
lo?” s a d  Mr. Low. Evcrv body who knew 

ract lady, four 01’ five ycnrs O I ~ W  tlltttl 11cr 1nlR- 

:arc. 

I d  
up his mind tlmt Mr. Rcnnedy was insolant our hcro, or ncnrly cvwy bdy,   cd lcd  him I y  
a i t h  the insolence of riohcs, and thnt  ho would his Cllristinn namo. Tllcre nra mcn w l ~ ~  8 ~ ~ 1  
hate Mr. ICenncdy. to bo so trentcd by gcncrd consent in all  socia- 

1x0 was engageci to dine on tllis Bunday wit11 ties. Even Mrs. LOW, MIIO WEIR vary pwwic, 
Mr. Low, the barrister,  with  .v~hom  hc  had been and unlikcly to  bo familiar in  hor Inocla o f  nil- 
reading  for  the  last three years. Mr. Low had dress, 11nd fdlen  into  tbo wny of cloinE it bcforo 
taken I strong  liking to  Phineas, as had also tho aloction, Bnt slm 11td dropped il wl~orx f,hu 
Mm. LOW, and tho  tutor h ~ d  morc than  oncc Phincns wlxonl SIIO usod to know bccnme R m m -  
told his pupil that S U C C B ~ B  in his profession was ber of I’nrliament. 
certainly open to him if he would only stick to “Thnt’s tho question isn’t i t  ?”  mid P l l in -  
his work. Mr. Low was himself nn ambitious cas. 



u Of course you’ll stick to your work?” 
( L  What ! to the Bar?” 

Ycs ; to the Bar.’’ 
“ I am not  thinking of giving it up perma. 

nen tly.” 
‘L Giving it  up!” snid Mr. Low, raising hir 

hands in surprise, “ If you  give it up, how dc 
YOLI intend  to  live? M m  &re not  paid for be- 
ing members of Parhmerit.” 
“ Not exactly. But, ns I snid before, I atm 

not  thinking of giving  it up-permanently.’’ 
6‘ You mustn’t give it up at all-not for n day; 

that is,  if  you ever mean to do any good .” 
Tllcre I think that perhaps  you  may be 

wrong, Low I” 
( L  Ilow can I be wrong? Did  n  period of idle- 

ness ever help a man  in  any profession ? And 
is i t  not neknowledged  by all who know any 
thing about it, that continuous labor is mow 
necossary in our profession than in any  other?” 

‘ L  I do not mean to be idle.” 

((Why, simply this. Here I am  in  Parlia- 
Whnt is it you c10 mean, Phineas ?” 

ment. We must take  that as fact.” 
((1 don’t clotlbt the fm.”  
‘(And if i t  be a misfortune, ve  mnst make 

the best of it.  Evcn yon wouldn’t advise me  to 
apply for the  Chiltcrn I-Iundreds at  once.” 

though I do not likc to give you pain, if you 
come to me I cnn only tell you what I think. 
My advice to you is to give it  up to-morrow. 
Men would laugh at you for a few weeks, but 
that is better  than being rained  for life.” 

I L  I cm’t do that,” said Phinens, sadly. 

“ I ~Vodd-to-morro~v. My clear fdlOn*, 

Very  well;  then let us go on,” said Mr. 
Lom. ‘( If you mon’t give up your seat, the 
next best thing will bo to tnlre care  that  it  ~11~11 
interfere as little  as possible with yonr work. I 
suppose yon must sit upon somct committees.” 

My  idco, is  this,  that 1 will give up one year 
to learning  the practices of the I-IOLISC.” 

‘6 And do nothing P” 
( L  Nothing but  that.  Why,  thc  thing is a study 

in itself. As for learning it  in n year, that  is 
out of 1,110 qucstion. But X. a m  convinced that 
if a man intends to be n useful member o f  Par- 
linment, he shoulcl mako R, study of it.” 

4LAncl how do yon rncan to live in tlm mean 
tima?” Mr. Low, who \vas  nn energetic mm,  
hncl assntned almost an  angry  tone of  voice. 
Wlinens for awhile sat silent;  not  that lm felt 
hirnselí‘ to be without words for n reply, but he  
\ans thinlting in  what fowost words he might best 
convcy his idcns. c’You have n very modest 
tLllowancc from your ftLther, on which yon bnve 
never been able to keep yoursclf frac from dctt,” 
continnccl Mr, Low. 

IIc has increased it.” 
‘ 4  And will it  satisfy you to live here, in 1v11af 

mill turn out to bc parliamcntary  club idleness, 
on the mvings of his industrious life P I think 
yon will find yourself unhappy if you do that. 
l’hincns, my d e y  fallow, as far ns I hnve as yo1 
been able to see tho world, mcn don’t begir 
citl~er very good or very bad. They  have  gen- 
crnlly good aspirations with infirm purposes ; 
or, as we may say,  strong bodies with wenk log! 
to carry  them.  Thcn, bocause their lcgs arc 
~vcnlc, they  drift  into idleness nnd ruin. Dur, 
lug n11 this  drifting thcy are wrotchcd, and whet 
they lmve thoroughly driftcd, they arc stil 

wretched. The agonv of their old disapppoint- 
ment  still clings to tGm. In nine  cases  ont of 
ten it is som’c one small unfortunate event that 
puts a man  astray at first. €Ie sees some woman 
and loses himself with her ; or he is  taken  to R 
race-iourse and unluclcily wins money ; or Some 
devil in  the  shape of a friend lures him  to to- 
bncco and brandy. Your temptation has corne 
in  the shape of this accursed seat in P a r h n e n t . ”  
Mr. LOW had never said a soft word in his life 
to any woman but the wife of his bosom, had 
never seen n race-horse, always confined himself 
to two glasses of port after dinner, and looked 
upon smoking ELS the  darkest of all  the vices. 

You have made up your mind, then, that 
II mean to be idle ?” 

“I have made up my mind  that Tour time 
will be wholly unprofitable-if yon do  as you 
say you intend to do.” 

‘‘ But yon do not know my plan ; just listen 
to me.” Then Mr. Lotv did listen, and Phincas 
explained his plan, saying, of course, nothing of 
his love for Lady Laum, but giving Mr. Law to 
undorstand that he intended to assist in turning 
out the cxisting Government and  to mount; up 
to some sent-& humble sont  at first-on the 
Treasury bench, by the help of his exalted  friends 
and by thc use of his own gifts of eloquence. 
Mr. Low  hemd  him  without a word. “Of 
:aurse,” said Phineas,  after  the first year my 
time will not be fully employed, unless I succeed. 
And if I fail totally-for, of course, 1 may  fail 
altogather--” 

It is possible,” said Mr. &ow, 
L L I f  you are resolved to turn yourself against 

m ,  I must not say another ~vord,” snid Phineas, 
with anger. 

‘LTurn myself against you ! I would turn 
mysclf any way so that I might snve you from 
;he sort of life which you are preparing for your- 
;clf. I sce  nothing  in  it  that can satisfy any 
manly heart.  Even if you are successful, what 
are you to becorno? You will be the  creature 
of some minister;  not his colleague. Yon arc 
to  mnlrc your way np  the  ladder by pretending 
to agree whenever agreement  is  demanded from 
you, and by voting whother you agree or do not. 
And  what  is to be your reward ? Some few 
precarious hundreds a year, lasting  just so long 
as r\, pxrly  may remain in  power and you cau re- 
tnin n seat  in  Parliament! I t  ís at the best 
slavery and degradation-even if you are luclcy 
enough to achiave the slavery.” 

(d POLI yourself hope to go into  Pnrliament altd 
join n Ministry some day,” said  Phinens. 

Mr. Low was not quick to answer, but he did 
nnswer nt ldst. That is true,  though I havo 
never told YOU so. Indeed,  it  is  hardly  true to 
sny that I lmpo it. I have my dreams, and some- 
times dare t6 tell mysalf thnt  they may possibly 
become waking facts. But  if ever I sit  on n 
Treasury bcnch I shd1 sit  there by special invi- 
tation,  having been summoned to take a high 
place because of my professional success. I t  is 
but a dream after d l ,  and I would npt have you 
repeat  what I Imve snid to nny one. I had no 
intention to talk about mysclf.” 

(C  1 am surc  that you will succeed,” said Phin- 

‘ 4  y e s  ; 1 shall succeed. I am succeeding. I 
livc upon what I earn,  like n gentleman, and crin 
already afford to be indifferent to work that I 

ens. 
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dislike. After all, the other part of it-that of 
which I dream-is but an unnecessary adjunct 
the gilding on the gingerbread. I am inclinec 
t o  think that the cake is more wholesome withou 
it. " 

Phineas did not 60 up stairs  into Mrs. LOW'! 
drawing-room on that cvcning, nor did he s t q  
very late with Mr. Low. He liad  heard enougl. 
of counsel to make  him  very unhappy-to shsk.c 
from him much of the audacity which he bac 
acquired for himself during  his morning's nralb 
-and to  make  him almost doubt whether, aftel 
al?, the  Chiltem  Hundreds would not be for hin! 
the safest escape from his difficulties. But i n  
that case he must neyer venture toseelady LELLI- 
ra  Standish again. . 

CHBPTZR VI. 
LORD BRENTFORD'S DINNER. 

No; in such case as that-should he resolvc 
upon taking the advice of his old friend Mr. 
Low, Phineas  Finn must make up his mind nevel 
to see Lady Laura Standish again ! And h6 
mas ia love with  Lady Laura Standish ; and, fol 
nught  he knew, Lady  Laura  Standish  might bt: 
in love with him. As he walked homc from Mr, 
LOW'S house in Bedford Square, he vas by nc 
means EL triumphant  man.  There  had been 
much more said between him and Mr. Lom than 
could be laid before the  reader in  the  last  chap- 
ter. Mr. Low hncl nrged him ngain and  again, 
and had prevailed so far  that  Phinens, before he 
left the house, had promised to consider that 
suicidal  expedient of the Clliltern  Hundreds. 
What a by-mord he n-ould become if he  were  tc 
give  up  Parliamknt, hnving sat  there fop about a 
week. But such immediate  giving np \vas one 
of the necessities af Mr. Low's programme. Ac. 
cording to Mr. Low's reaching, n single yea1 
passed amid the miasma of the I-Iouse of Corn- 
mons mould be altogether fatal to  nny  cl~nnce o: 
profcssional success. And Mr. Low had nt  anJ 
rate succeeded in making  Plrineas believe thai 
he was right  in  this lesson. There mas his pro- 
fession, as to which Mr. Lom assured him thni  
success was within his reach ; and there wna 
Parlinmenton the otherside, as to n~hich he l<ne~v 
that  the chances were all  against  him, in spite of 
his  advantage of nseat. Thnt he could not com. 
bine  the twu, beginning with Parliament, he did 
believe. Which should it be? That was the 
question which he tricd  to decide as he wnlkcd 
home from Bedford Square to Great&fnrlborough 
Street. He could not answer thc quostion satis- 
factorily, and went to bed an nnhappy  man. 

He must at any  rate go to  Lord Brentforil's 
dinner on Wednesday, and, to enable  him to 
join in  the conversation there, must attend the 
debates on Monday and Tuesday. The render 
may  perhaps be best made to understand how 
terrible was our ~ICTO'S state of doubt by 1leing 
told that for awhile he thought of absellting him- 
self from tkese debates, as being likely to weaken 
his purpose of withdrawing altogether from the 
House. It is not very often thnt so strqng a fury 
rages between party and party at  the commence- 
ment of the session that x division is taken upon 
the Address. I t  is customary for  the Ieader of 
the opposition on such occasions to express  his 

opinion in  the most courteous  language,  that his 
riglit honorable Friend, s~ t t ing  opposite to  him 
on the Treasury bench, ]?as been, is, nnd will be 
wrong in every  thing  that he thinks, says, or 
does in public life;  but  that, ns any  thing  like 
factious opposition is  never  adopted on that side 
of the House, the  Address to the Queen, i n  m- 
Swer to that  most  fatuous speech wlrich has been 
put  into her Majesty's gracious 1110ut11, sl~nllbe al- 
lowed to pass unquestioned. Then  the  leadcr of 
t110 House tlran'irs his adversary for his considcr- 
ation, explains to all men how happy tho coun- 
try onght to be that  the Govelmment has not fall- 
en  into  the disgracefully incapable  hands of his 
right honorable frieVd opposite ; and  after  tllnt 
the  Address  is  carried  amid universnl serenity. 
But such was not  the  order of the day  on  the 
present occnsion. Mr. Mildmay, the veteran  lead- 
e r  of the  Liberal side of the Hoase, had moved 
an amendment to the dddress, nnd l1nd urged 
upon the House, in very strong  lnngunge,  tho cx- 
pediency of showing, at the vcl'y con~mcncement 
of the session, that  the  country had relurned  to 
Parliament  a  strong  majority  dcterrnincd  not  to 
put up with Conservativc inactivity. 'c  I con- 
ceive it to be my duty," Mr. Mildmny hnd snid, 
"nt once to assume that tho country is unwilling 
that  the  right  honorable  gcntlerncn opposite 
should keep their  seats on the  bench upon ~vhicb 
they sit, and in  the  performance of thns duty I 
nm called upon to divido tho House 1111011 tho 
Address t o  her Majesty." And if Mr. Mildmny 
used strong Inngungc, the  render rnny be SIITO 
tllnt Mr. Mildmay's fdlowers uscd langtrngo 
mucl1 strongcr. And Mr. Dnubcny, w110 was 
the  present  leader OF the I-Iouse, and reprcsenta- 
tivc tlrere of the Ministry-Lord do Tcrrier, 
the  Premier,  sitting in t110  X-Iousc of Lords--.rvns 
not  the m m  to allow these amenities to pass by 
without  adcquata replies. EIe and his fricntls 
mere very  strong in snrcnsm, ìf thcy failed in 
argument,  and lnckcd nothing for w o ~ ~ l s ,  thougli 
it  might  perhaps bo proved tllnt  thcy were short 
in numbers. I t  was considered that tho speech 
in ~vhich Mr. Dnubcny reviclveil the long plihi- 
cal life of Mr. Mildulay, and sho~ved thnt  Mr. 
Mildmay lmd been nt  one  time a bugbear, and 
then a nightmare, nncl lntterly simply n ftlngus, 
was onc of t h  severest nttncks, if  not the most 
scvcre, that Ilad bcen lvxrd in thnt  IIonso sinco 
the Reform Bill. Mr. MiIdmn-y, the wllilc,  wns 
sitting with liis hat low down ovcr his cyrs, nnil  
many  men snicl tllnt he did not likc it. But this 
speech WM not made till d t e r  tllat  dinner nt; 
Lord Brcntforcl's of which n shart,accoun~ must 
bc given. 

I-Ind it not been for the overwhelming intorcst 
of thc doings in  Pnrliamcnt  nt the c'ornmcnco- 
ment of the session, Pllincas migllb have pe r l~ap  
abstained from nttending,  in fipite of tim c11cll.ln 
of novelty. For, in trnth, Mr. Low's words 
had moved him m1zc1.r. But if it  mns to be his 
fate  to be R mcmbcr of Parliament  only for tcn 
days, surely it would be*wcll  that lm shoulrl talco 
advantage of the  time  to hcnr such n dcbnto BS 
this. I t  wodd  be n thing to tnllc of to liis chil- 
lrcn  in twenty ycnrs' time, or to  his grndchil- 
iren  in fifty ; and it wonld bo esHentinlly necos- 
àary that ho  should be ablc  to talk of i l  to 
Lady Laura Standish. I-Ie did, thor~fore, sit in 
h I-Ionse till  onc on the hfondny  night, arct till 
;\.YO on tho  Tucsdny  night, nnd I~card the debata 
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ndjourned  till  the Thnrsday. On  the Thursda; 
Mr. Daubeny \vas to make his great  speech,  an( 
then  the division would come. 

When  Phineas entered  Lady  Laura’s drawing. 
room on  the  Wednesday before dinner,  he founc 
the  other guests all assembled. Why men shoulc 
have been earlier  in  keeping  thcir  dinner  cngngc 
ments on that  day  than  on  any  other  he  did  no 
nnderstand;  but  it was tllc fact, probably, t h  
the  great  anxiety o€ the  time made those whc 
were at  all concerned in the  matter  very Beer 
to hear and to bo heard. During  thesc day  
every body was in a hurry-every body  was ea. 
gor; and there wns a  common  feeling that nol 
n minute  was to be lost,  There were three ladie! 
in  the room-Lady Laura,  Miss  Fitzgibbon, and 
Mrs. Bonteen. The latter tvns the  wife of a 
gentleman who httd been a former Lord of t h c  
Admiralty  in  the  late  Government,  and who lived 
in  the expectation of filling, perhaps,  some high. 
cr office in  the  Governmcnt which, as he bolml, 
was soon to be called into existencc.  Thcrc 
were five gentlemen besides Phineas Finn him- 
self--Mr.Bontecn, hfr. Iienncdy, Mr. Pitzgibbon, 
Barrington  Erle, mho had  been  caught  in spitc 
of n11 that; Lady Laura Izad said as to thc diffi- 
culty of such an ol~eration, nnd Lord  Brentford. 
Phincas wns q t k k  to obscrvc that  every male 
guest was in Pwlinnlcnt, ancl to tell hirnsclf that 
he  would not llave been  thcrc unless he also Ilad 
had a sent. 

“ We nre al1 here now,” said the earl,  ringing 
the bcll. 

“ I Bopa I’ve not kept you waiting,;,”  said Phin- 
ens. 

“Not  nt all,” said Lady  Laura. I do not 
I~I IOW why WC arc i11 such a hurry. And 1 1 0 ~  
many  do  you  say  it will bo, Mr. Finn ?” 

“ Seventeen, I S U ~ ~ O S C , ”  said Phincas. 
c t  More likely twcnty-tmo,” said Mr. Bontecn. 

‘‘ There is Colclcngh so ill thcy cnn’t possibly 
bring hin1 up, nnd young  Rochester  is a t  Vien- 
na, and  Gunning  is  sulking  about  somcthing, 
and Xoody has lost his cldcst son. By  Gcorgo ! 
they prossed him  to come up, nlthough  Frnnk 
Moody won’t be bnricd till FridtLV.” 
“I don’t bclicvc it,”  said Lor8 Brcntford. 
“You nsIc some of t h  Carlton fcllows, anil 

they’ll own it.” 
“If I’d lost every  relation I Ilad in tho worllrl,” 

said  Fitzgibbon, ‘( I’d vote on such n, question 
as  this. Staying  away won’t bring  poor Frank 
Moody back to  life.” 

“But  there’s a decency in   t lmc MntterS, is 
there not, Mr. Pitzgibbon?”  snid  Lady bnurn. 

“ X  thought they  had  thrown d l  that Bind of 
thing o ~ ~ r h o a r d  long ago,” said Miss &’itzgibbon. 
“ I t  Ivould be bettcr that they  shoald llave no 
veil,  than sq~~abblc about tho  thickness of it.’’ 

%hcn dinner  ~vns announced. The earl walk.. 
cd off with Miss Fitzgibbon,  Bnrrington s r l e  
took Mrs. Bonteen, and Mr. Fitzgibbon  took 
L W I ~  rJnurn. 

“1‘11 bct four ponllds to two it’s Over nina- 
tecn,”  said Mr. Buntecn, as hc passed t h ~ o u g h  
the drawing-room door, The remark seemed to 
havc  bccn addressed to Mr. Kennedy, and Pllin- 
ens tlmrefore made no rcply. 

“ 1 dare say it will,” said Kcnncdy, "brit 1 
neve? bee.” 

“But  you vote-sometimes, 1 hope,” said 
B u n t e m  , 

Sometimes,” said Mr. Kennedy. 
“I think  he is the  most odious nmn that ever 

I sct my eyes on,” said Phineas to himself 8s he 
followed Mr.8 ICennedy into the  dining-room. 
€Ie Izad observed that Mr. Kennedy had been 
standing very ncar to Lady Laurn in  the draTT- 
íng-room, and  that  Lady Laura had said a fav  
IVOI& to  him. Ilk was morc determined  than 
ever thnt he wodd hate Mr. I<ennedy, and 
would probably  have been moody and nnhappy 
throughout  thc whole dinner had not  Lady Laura 
called him to n chair at  hcr left hand. I t  \vas 
very gencrous of hor ; and  the morc so, as Mr. 
I h n n c d y   h d ,  in n half-hesitating  manner, pre- 
pared to sent liimsclf in thnt very placa. As it 
was, Phineas and Mr. Kennedy  were neighbors, 
but  Phineas  l~nd tho  plnco of honor. 
“ I supposc you will not spcnk during  the do- 

bate?” said Lady Lnurn. 
(‘ Who ? I ? Certainly not. In the  first 

plncc, I could  not  get n henring, and,  in  tbc 
next plncc, X should  not  think of colnrncncing on 
such  an occnsion. I do not Itnow that I shall 
cvcr spcnlc nt all.” 

‘ t  Indeed you will. y o u  are  just t& sort of 
man who will succeed with  thc I3oosc. What  1 
doubt  is, whcther you  will do ns .\lrell in officc.” 

‘‘ I wish I might hnyc the  chmcc.” 
Of course you can  havo  the cl1nnce if you 

:ry for it. Beginning so cnrly, and being on thc 
:ight sido-nnd, if yon will ~11ow me to  say so, 
m o n g  tho  right set-there can bo no  doubt  that 
IOLI may talm office if you will. But I am not 
;ure that you will be tractable. You c m  not bc- 
:in, you know, by being Primc Minister.” 

I have seen cnough to rcalize  that  nlrcndy,” 
#nid  Phineas. 

“If you  will only kcep that littlc fact  steadily 
)eforc your cgcs, tlzcrc is nothing you may not 
w\ch i n  oficinl  lifc. But   Pi t t  was Prirnc Min- 
s r c ~  nt  four-and-twcnty, and that  precedcnt has 
vineil half our young politicians.” 

( t  It has not affcctcd me, Lndy Laurn.” 
c t  Au far as I can sce, tlmrc is no  p c a t  difl- 

:ulty in  governmcnt. A man must  lcnrn  to 
lave words  nt c o m m n d  whcn he is upon liis 
cgs in  the  IIousc of Commons, in tllc same way 
LS he tvould if he were taIIring to  his own scrv- 
mts. I-Ic must keep his temper;  and  hc must 
)c vcry patient. As far as I have seen  cabinct 
ninistcrs, t h y  we not more clever than othcr 
mople.” 

L‘  I think there aro generalIy one  or two mon 
)f ability in  the Cabinet.” 

“Pos, of fair  ability. Mr. Mildmny is n 
yood spccimen. Thcro is not, and  ncvcr mas, 
my  thing  brilliant in him. X-xc is not cloqucnt, 
IOI., as far as I am arvnre, did he cvcr creato nny 
hing. Btrt he has nlways hecn n stcady, honest, 
)ersovering  man,  and  circumstances  have mndc 
)olitics come easy to him.” 

C L  Thinlt of tho  rnomcntous questions which 
LC has  been cnllerl upon t o  decide,” said Phin- 

4‘Evcry  qucstion so hnndlcd by him has bccn 
lecidecl rightly  according  to  his own party, and 
vrongly according to tho party oppositc. A po- 
iticnl  leader is so sure of support  nnd so sure of 
tttnck, tlrnt it i8 hnrdly  necessnry for him to be 
wen nnxicrus to be right. For   thc country’s 
nkc, lm ~ h o a l d ~  Imve ofljciplfl nndcr him who 
;now the routinc of business.‘) 

LaS. 
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“You think very badly then of politics as a 
profession.” 

No ; I think of them  very highly. I t  must 
be better to deal with the  repealing of laws than 
the defending of criminals. But all this is papa’s 
wisdom, not mine. Papa has ncver becn in thc 
Cabinet yet, and therefore of course he is a  little 
cnustic.” 
“I think he WELS quite ~igllt, ,~ said Barring- 

ton Ihle stoutly. He spoke so stoutly that every 
body nt the  table listened to him. 

don’t exactly sec the necessity for such,in- 
ternccine \var just at present,” said Lord Brent- 
ford. 

“1 must say I do,” said the other. ccLord 
de  Terrier took  ofice knowing tlmt Ile WW in n 
minority. We Ilad n fair majority of nearly 
thirty whcn he came  in.” 

Then how very sofí, YOLI must l~nvc been to 
go O I I ~ , ’ ~  snid Miss PitzgibLon. 

c c  Not in the least softl” continued  Barrington 
ErTe. “We could not command our men, and 
vere bound to go out. For aught wc know, 
some score of then1 might have chosen to SLIP- 
port Lord de Terrier, and then me should have 
owned olnrselves beatcn for the time.” 

LLYou were beaten--hollom,” snid Miss Fitz- 
gibbon. 

(CTl~cn mhv did Lord de Terrier dissolvc?” 
Prinle”31inistcr is quite right to dissolvc 

i n  such n position,” said Lord  Brentford. ‘I XI0 
~rzust do so for tllc Queen’s sake. .It is  his o d y  
cllnncc.’7 

c ‘  Just so. It is, ns you sny, his onIy chnncc, 
nnd it is liis right. His wry possession of pomcr 
will give llirn ncar n score of votes, and if 110 
thinks  that hc has n chance, lct him try it. Wc 
maintain  that he hnd no cI~ance, and thnt 110 
must, 11%~ known that ho had nonc ; thnt i€ he 
could not get on with thc Into I-Iousc, he CCP- 
tninly could not get on with n, new House. Wc 
let Ilim have his own way as fnr xs wc coold ì n  
Zebrtlnry. We hacl failed Inst surnnmr, nntl if 
he  could gct along he was welcome. But hc 
could not get along.” 
“‘I must say r thin~r ho ’was right to dissoIvc,” 

va id  Lady Laurn. 
And we nrc right to force tho consequences 

upon  him as quickly ns wc can. 13c practically 
last nine seats by his dissolution. Look nt 
Loughshnne.” 

'(Yes ; look nt Loughsl~nne,’~ said Miss Fitz- 
gibbon. “Tho country nt any rate Ilns gained 
something there.” 

L (  It’s nn ill wind thnt blows l~obocly nny good, 
M Y ,  Finn,” said tllc cad. 

TVllnt on carth i s  tobccomc of poor Gcorge 7’’ 
said Mr. Fitzgibbon. ‘‘ I wandcr ~vvhethcr any 
one knows wl~crc ho is. Gcorgo wnsn’t a bad 
sort of fcllozv.” 

‘I Roby uscd to think that bo was n very bac1 
fellow,” snid Mr. Bontcen. “Baby uscd t o  
swear thnt  it mas hopeless trying to catch him.’f 
I t  may be as well to cxplain thnt Mr. Roby was 
a  Conservative  gentleman of grcnt f m c  mho hnd 
for years nctctl RS Whip under Mr. Daubeny, 

Who ROW fillcd t h  high office of 1’atronng:o 
Sccrefnry to tho Trensuy. “X bcliovo in my 
heart,” continucd Mr. Bonteen, l ‘  that lloby is 
rejoiced thnt poor George Morris should bo out 
ìn the cold.” 

“If Bents vere halveable, hc should 6hGlv3 

mine, for the sake of auld lang sync," said Lau- 
rence Pitzgilrbon. 

“But not to-morrow night,” said Barrington 
Erlc;  “the division to-morrow will be a tiling 
not to be joked with. Upon my mord I think 
they’re right about old Moodp. A]] private con- 
siderations should give way. And BS for Gun- 
ning, I’d have  him up, or I’d know the reason 

“And shall we have  no dcfaLlIters, Barring- 
ton ?” asked Lady Lnnra. 

I’m not going to bonst, but I don’t know of 
one for whom wo need blush. Sir Evernrd 
Powell is  so bad viti1 gout  that he can’t cvcn 
bear any one to look nt him, but Ratlcr says 
that 118’11 bring him up.” Mr. Rntlor WW in 
those dnys the Whip on the Liberal side of the 
House, 

‘‘ Unfortunate wretch !“ said Miss Fitzgibbon. 
‘LThe worst of it is thnt he scrennls in his 

pnroxysrns,” said Mr. Bonteen. 
‘ I  And yon mean t o  say that ~ 0 ~ ~ 1 1  taka him 

into the lobby,” said Lady Laurn. 
“ Undoubtedly,” said Barrington Erle. ‘‘ Why 

not? H e  Ilas no business with n sent if ha cnn’t 
rotc. But Sir Everard is n good man, nlrd bo’Il 
Le there i€ laudunum and bath-chair make   i t  
po~siblo.’~ 

The same Bind of conversation went on dur- 
ing  the 1vhole of dinncr7 and bccarnc, if nny 
thing, more animated w11cn the tllrcc  Indics l1nd 
lcfh t l ~ c  room. Mr. Kcnncdy made but onc re- 
mark, and then  he observed tllat ns far ns 110 
 COL^^ sco a majority of ninetccn wo~dd lm OS 
scrviceable ns n majority of tmenty. This hc 
said in a very mild voice, and i n  n tone tllnt 
WIS intendcd  to be esprcssive of doubt;  but in 
spitc of his humility Barrington Er10 flew nt  
him almost smngcly, as though n Liberal rncxn- 
bar OF tbc Hanse of Commons WRS disgrncod by 
so mean t~ spirit,; anil Phincns  found  himself 
dcspising thc man for his  want of zed. 

“If  wc are to beat  them, Iet us bcat  thcm 
’IVCII, ” said Phiqcns. 

“Let thcre be no doubt about it,” said Bnr- 
rington Erle. 

“ X  should like to sce c.r.ery man with n sent 
pollcd,” said Bonteon. 

‘ C P ~ ~ r  Sir Evcmrd !” said Lord Brcntford. 
“IL; will kill him, no  clanbt, but Iz supposa tllc 
scrlt is safe.” 

‘( Oh, yes i Llnnmrwsth is  qnitc snfe,” s n i d  
Bnrrington, In his engcrness omitting  to  cntcll 
Lord Brentford’s grim jake. 

I,%ineas went up into t h  drawing-raom for a 
fcw minutos after dinner, nnd WRS cngcrly dcsir- 
011s of saying n few morc words-ha lrnc?tv nut  
what words-to Lidy Lntxra. Mr. Kennedy 
nncl Mr. Bontcen hnd left the  diniag-~*oom  first, 
nnd Phincos ngnin found Mr. ICcnncdy stnndirlg 
close to Lndy Ln11rn7s sllonldcr. Could it Le 
possiblo thnt therc wns any thing  in it P MP. 
JZanncdy was an anmarricd  man, with nn irn- 
mcnsc fortunc, a magnificent; place, n sent in  
Xhlinmcnt, and wns not  ~mrhnps  above farty 
ycnrs of rigo. There could bc no rcnson w11y I10 
should not nsk Lncly Laura to be his wifc, ex- 
ccpt, indocd, that hc did not; seem to hnvc sufK 
cicn~ words nt command to ask m y  body for 
any thing. But could i t  be thnt sac11 n woman 
as Lndy Laura could ttccopt such n man ns MI*. 
IConnody becnuse o f  bis wealth, nnrl bccauso of 
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‘-‘I do not k n o ~  thnt I c m  use him.” said 
Phineas ; L c but if you wish it, I will endeawr 
t o  esteem- him.” .. - 

r 1 wish yon to do both ; but thnt will all corne 
in due time. I think i t  probable thnt  in  the early 
autumn  there will be a great  gathering of the 
r ed  Whig Liberals at Loughlinter-of those, I 
moan, ~vho 11nve their heart in  it, and are st the 
Same time gentlemen. If it is so, I shouId be 
sorry that  yon sh0~11d not be there, You neecl 
not mention it., but Mr. ICcnnecly bas just said a 
word about i t  to palm, and s word from him til- 
mays mcnns 60 mach ! Wcll, good-night ; and 
mind you come up on  Friday. You are going 
to the club now, of coursc. I envy you men 
your clubs more thnn I da tho I3ousc ; though 
I fcel that n  oman n's life is only half a lifc, as 
slm can not l~avo n  seat in Parliament.” 

Thcn l3linena  went nwnp, and rvallred down 
to Pnll Md1 with Lnnronoe Pitzgibbon. He 
would hnve preferred to take his walk alone, 
but he could  not get rid of his  affectionate coun- 
trymall. 1-10 wnntcd to think over what  had 
Luken plnce during  the  evening;  and,  indeed, 
ho  did so in spitc of his friend’s convemtion. 
l h d y  Lnurn, when she  iirst snw him after his rc- 
turn to London, lind to1d him how anxious hcr 
h thcr  was to cungrntnlnto h i m  on his  seat,  but 
tho end had not spokcn n word to  him on the 
sul)jcct, Tho end had becn courteous, ns hosts 
cusronlnrily arc, but h n d  becn in no way spe- 
cinlly kind to him. And tlrcn Mr. Kennedy! 
As to going to Loughlintcr, I10 would not da 
311~11 n thing-not though the success of  theLib- 
sral party were to dcpend on it. He declared 
:o himself timt  thcrc mere some things  which li 
man cntxld not clo. But  nlthongh he wns nnt 
dtoRcthcr sntisficd with what bad occurrcd in 
?ortman Squnrc, 110 fclt ns he walked dom, 
vm in arm with Fitxgibbon, tlmt Mr. LOW nnd 
\%T, Low’s counsels must bo scnttcrcd t o  the 
vinds. IIa had  thrown  the  die  in  consenting t o  
;tn11d for Zoughshnnc, and must stnnd  tbc l m -  
trd C)f: the nnst. 

Bcclnd,  hill, my boy, I don’t thidr  yodrc 
,istening  to me nt d l , ”  said Lnurcnce Bitzgib 
Ion. 

t <  I’m listening to every word YOU say,” anid 
Phinens, 

1‘ And if I hnve to go down to tilo auld coun- 
;ry tlgnin this scssion, you’ll go with ?” 

“If I can I will.” 
(1  That’s my boy! And it’s I that hopc you’ll 

IRVG ~ I I C  chnncc. What’s the good of turning 
,11cao followß out if olm isn’t to got something for 
)no’s trouble T”  -- 
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in his bath-chair nt twelve, wid1 a doctor 01 
one side of him nnd a friend on  the  other, i r  
fiome purlieu of the I-Iouse, and did his dut: 
likc a fine old Briton as he  was. That speed 
of Mr. Dnubeny’s will never be forgotten by an! 
One who heard it. Its  studied  bitterness hac 
perhaps never been equaled, and yet  not a word 
was uttered for the  saying of which he could b( 
accused of going beyond the  limits of parlin 
mentary nntagoulsm. I t  is truc  that personnli. 
ties could not  have been closer, thnt nccusationr 
of political  dishonesty  and of almost morso thnr 
politicitl cowardice and fnlschood could not l~avt 
been clenrer, that no worcls in the langungc 
could  have  attributed  meaner motives or morc 
tmwupulous conduct. But, ncverthelcss, Mr, 
Danbcny in all that he snid mas parliamentary, 
and sllowcd llitnsclf to be a gladintor  thorouglll~ 
well trained for the arena in  which ho hacl de. 
scended to thc combat. His arrows were poi. 
soned, and his lnnce was btwbed, nnd his s1101 
was hcnted red, because such things arc allowed, 
€Ie did not poison his enemies’ wells or use Grcck 
fire, because those things arc not allowed. I-IC 
knew exactly tllc rules of the  combat. M r .  
Mildmny sat and heard him without once raising 
his  hat from his b r o ~ ,  or speaking n word to his 
neighbor. Men on both sides of thc EIouse sai¿ 
that Mr. Mildmny suEercd terribly ; but ns Mr. 
Mildmay uttered no word of complaint to nnj 
one, and was quite rcncly to talie Mr. Dnobenj 
by the  hand the nest t i m  they met in  company, 
I do not know thnt  any olle mas able to form n 
true iden of Mr. Milclmny’s feclings. Mr. Mild. 
may wvns nn impnssivc man  who  rnrcly spoke of 
Ili$ own feclings, rind no  doubt sat will1 his hat 
low down over his eycs in  orilcr thnt no nmn 
might  judge of tlmm on  thnt occnfiion by tllc 
impression on his features. ‘‘ If ha could have 
left off IlalPnn hot~r cnrlicr it would hnve bocn pen 
fect n$ an  nttnck,” said Bnrrington Erle in criti. 
cising Mr. Dnubeny’s speech, “but he allowed 
himself to sink  into compamtivc wenkness, and 
thc glory of it  wns ovcr before tbc cnd.” Then 
came the division. The Libcrnk 11nd 333 votes 
to 314 for  the Conservatives, nnd tlumforc 
counted  n  majority of 19. I t  wns snicl thrlt 80 
largo L numher of mcmbcrs  had nevcr bcforc 
voted nt; ttny division. 

‘$1 own I’m disappointcd,”  said  Barrington 
Er10 to Mr. Rntler. 

I thoLlgllt thcro  ~vonld be twenty,” snid Mr. 
Ratlar. “I. ncvcr wcnt  beyond  thnt. X knew 
they motdd ~ V C  old Moody up, but I thougllt 
Gunning would havo been too hnrd í‘or tlrenj.r’ 

“Tlwy say tboy’ve promiscd tlmm both pcer- 
nges.” 

“Yes ; if they rcmnin in. B~tt  t h y  know 
they‘re going out.” 

‘“.hey lmst  go, mit11 ~ n c h  n mnjority ngninst 
t;hcm, ” snid Barrington Erle. 

(‘ Of c o ~ ~ r s e  they must,” sniil Mr. BatIer. 
“Lord do Terpier wants nothing  better,  but i t  
is rathcr 11nrd upon poor Dnabcny. I nevcr saw 
such nn unfortnnatc old Tnntnlus,” 

‘ I  Ho gets n good drop of ren1 water now and 
ngnin, an$ I don’t pity him in the lenst. He’s 
clever, of course, Rnd l~ns mado his own way, 
but I’VC always n fceling that  ho  hns no basincas 
wllcrc h@ is. I suppose wc shall know n11 about 
i t  nt Brooks‘s by ono o’cIocI; t o - m o r r ~ ) ~ . ’ ~  

Phinons, though it lxad been pnst fivo boforb I ’  

he went  to bed-for thcrc hncl been much  tri- 
umphant tnllring to be donc  among Xlibertll 
members  after  tllc division--was 1111 nt his 
brsnkfast nt  Mrs. Buncc’s  lodgings by ninc. 
There wns n mnttcr which he was cnllccl upon 
to settle  immccliately in tvhich Mrs. Buncc hcr- 
self wns much interested,  and  respecting wllich 
ho had promised to  give nn answer o11 this vcry 
morning. A set of very dingy  clmmbcrs up t\vo 
pairs  ofstnirs  nt No D Old  Squarc,  Lincoln’s  Inn, 
to which Mr. Low had  recommended him to 
transfer himself nnd n11 his belongings, mero 
wniting his occupation,  sIlould  he  rcsolvc  upon 
occllpying them. If  he  intcndcd  to commence 
operations ns n barrister, it would bo necessary 
that  he should have  chnmbcrs nnd n clerk ; n11d 
before he 11nd lcft Mr. Low’s  honsc on Smdtry 
evcning hc hnd almost givcn  tlmt gentlexnnn 
nuthoriby to  securc foor him tllesc rooms nt No. D. 
‘6 Whether  you  rcmnin  in h ~ l i n r n c n t  OP no, 
yon must make a beginning,” Mr. L o w  hnd 
snid; “nncl how n1.0 you cver to pretend to 
begin if you don’t have cl~nmbcrs P’’ Mr. LOT 
hoped thnt lie might be nblc to wenn X’hincnu 
away from his  Pnrlinmcnt bauble ; thnl he might 
induce  thc  yonng  bnrristcr to givß up his mnil- 
ness, if not this  session OP thc next, nt any 1nte 
before n. third year had commoncod, Mr. Low 
~ n s  n persistent m m ,  liking  very much wlmn ha 
clid lilre, and loving very strongly when he dit1 
love. ICe would hnvc many n tug for Phinens 
Finn bcforc he would nllow that fdxo Wcstmin- 
ster Sntnn to cnrry off the prey ns altogethor his 
own. IE ho coclld only act  Plliacns into t110 
dingy cl~nnlbcrs I IC  miglit do much I 

But Fl~ineas 11nd now bccorne 60 irmbncd with 
cl10 atmospherc of politics, 11ud bccn m I)rct~tllod 
upon by  Lady Laum nnd 13nrrington IWO, t l~nt  
ha could 110 longcr andura tho thon& af nny 
o t l m  life tlmn that of n lifo spent among tho 
lobbics. A desicc to hclp ta boat tho Conartv.- 
tives llnd f t w m d  on his vcry  soul, anil nlmosl; 
nlncle Mr. Low odiom in  Ili8 c y c ~ .  Il0 wn8 
nfrnicl OF Mr. Low, nncl for tho nonce woulcl not  
go to him any  more ; but lm mis t  scc the p r t w  
at Lincoln’s Inn, he must tvrito n lino to Alp, 
Lotv, nncl ho must tell Mrs Bunco tllnt fur t110 
prcscnt he woulcl still kecp on  llcr roomfl, XIis 
letter 10 Mr. Lon- was as €o’ollows : 



I a t e   t o  go back to the better way. I can asrurc 
3~ou that  &t m y  l‘Lite it is not my intention  to bc 
idle.  

c c  I know very well how you will fret  and fumc 
o m r  what I say, and hom utterly I shalI fail i n  
b r ing ing  you round  to m y  ’cvq  of thinking ; bui 
s s  I must write to tell you of my decision, l 
c a n  not  refrain from defending myself to tho besi 
of m y  ability.  Yours alvvays faithfully, 

YIIINEAS FINX.” 

and dingy to the eye might be good in themselves. 
Lincoln’s Inn itself is dingy, and the Saw Courts 
therein nre perhaps the meanest in which  Equity 
ever disclosed herself. Mr. Low’s three  rooms 
in the Old Square, each of them brown with 
blre binding of law books and with the dust col- 
lected on law papers, and with fttrnitwe that 
I m d  becn brown always, and had become browner 
with years, were perhaps as unattractive to the 
oye of n young pupil as any rooms which were 
ever  entcred.  And the study af the Chancery 
law itself is not an nlluring  pursuit  till  the mind 
has come to have some insight into  the  beauty 
of its  ultimato object. Phineas, during 11is 
three years’ course of reasming on these things, 
had tactgllt himself to believe that things ugly 
ón the outside  might be very beautiful within ; 
and lind therefore come to prefer crossing P o l ~ ~ d  
Street  and Soho Squnre, and so continuing his 
travels hy the Sevon Dials and Long Acre, His 
morning mnlk was of a piece with his morning 
studies, and he took plensurc in  the gloom OZ 
both. Bat now tho taste of his palate hail becn 
already chnnpd by the glare of the lumps in 
and about ~~aln t in l  Westminster, and he found 
that St. Giles’s was disng~*ocnble. The wnys 
nbout P d 1  Mall and  across the Park to PmTia- 
rncnt Street, or t o  the  Trcnsnry,  werc  much 
plensnnter, and the n e w  onices in Downing 
Ytrcct, nlrendy half built, absorbed all thnt in- 
tcrcst which he llad hitherto  becn nblo- to take 
In tllc suggested but uncommcnccd crection of 
new Znw Courts in  the neighborhood of Lin- 
:oln’s Inn. As IIC mnde his ~vay to the porter’s 
odge under the grent gate-way of Lincoln’s 
[nn, he told himself that he ~ v n s  glad  that he 
lad escaped, nt any rate for nwhilc, from a life 
;o dull and drenry. If he could  only sit in  
!hnmbcrs nt  tbc Trcnsury instcad of c l ~ a n ~ l ~ c r s  
.n  thnt old court, how much  plemntlter i t  woulil 
>c 1 Aftcr alil, as regarded that question of in- 
:ome, it might well be thnt tho Trcasury clmm- 
 ers sl~ould be thc more rcmnnerativc, and the 
more q~~ickly  rcmuncrative, of the two. And, 
ZY he tbought, Lndy Znnrn might be compnti- 
.)le with the Trensnry  chnrnbcrs nnd Pndinlnent, 
a n t  could not possibly bc made compntlbla with 
Old Squnrc, Lincoln’s Inn. . 

But nevcrtl~elcss  there carne npon him n feel- 
ing of SOITOW when tho old man nt the loclgo 
rcemcd to be rrttlwr glad than otherwise thnt lm 
lid not  ~vnnt  the chnrnbers. ‘‘ Then Mr. Grecn 
:m have thcm,” mid the portcr; (‘ thnt’tl ho 
p o d  news for Mr. X don’t know what 
;1lc gen~lrncu911 do i $ Y ~ ; n m ~ m s  if thingR goes 
)n ns they’re going.” Mr. Green )vas welcome 
:o the cllnmbers ns far  as Phinc:ts was concern- 
d ; but I’l~inc~~s felt neverthelcss n certain 
mount  of rcgret thnt ho should have been com- 
wllcd  to abandon n thing which  was rcgnrdcd 
loth by thc porter and  by Mr. Green rts h i n g  
;o desimble. He lm1 hovvevcr written his letter 
;o Mr. Lom, and mndc his promise to Bnrring- 
on Eric, and wns bound to Lndy L:iutn Stctnd- 
$11; ancl he walked out  tlwaugh  tho old gnte- 
vny into Cllancovy Lane, resolving t h t  l m  
vonlcl not even visit Lincoln’s Inn  ngnin  for n 
yenr. There wcrc certain books-law  books- 
vhich hc woultl rend at such intelvals of leisrrrc 
IS politics  might give h im ; but  within the pre- 
:incts of tlzc Inns of Court he would  not  ngain 
)ut  his foob for twelve months, let lenrued pun- 
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,,J 
J ,  dits of thc lnv-such for instance as Mr. an 

Mrs. Tmv-say what they mighc. 
He had told Mrs.Bunce, before he left  his hom 

nfter breakfast, that he should for the presen 
remain under her roof. She had bccn muc 
gratified,  not simply because lodgings in Grea 
Marlborough  Street  are less readily let t h a  
cl~ambers  in Lincoln’s Inn, but also because i 
was a great  honor to her to have a member a 
Pnrlinment in her house. Members of Parlin 
ment arc not SO common about Oxford Stree 
RS they arc  in  the neighborhood of Pall Mall anr 

i St. Jnmcs’s Square. But Mr. Bunce,  when hl 
came  to his dinner, did not join ns hcartily a 
lm shomld have done in his wife’s rejoicing. “r 
Buncc WRS in the employment of certain copy 
ing lawstationers in Carey Strect,  and had 
strong belief in the law ns n profession ; but  h( 

[ , j  i hacl none mhntcvcr in the House of Commons 
( c  And lie’s givcn up going into  chambcrs P” snit 

1 Mr. Buuce to his wife. 
‘ l  Given i t  up altogcthcr for thc prescnt,” sai( 
i Mrs. Buncc. 
4 ‘I And he don’t mcan to have no clelk ?” snic 

C’! 

1 Mr. B~mce. 

1 
l i ;  
!i 

1 1  

! 

// c c  Not unless i t  is for his Par1i:tment work.” 
‘ 6  Thore  ain’t no clcrks wnnted for that, nnc 

what’s worsc, there ain’t no fces to pny ’em. 1’1 
tell you what i t  is, Janc-i€ you don’t look sllar] 
tllcra mn’t bc nothing  to pay you before long,’ 

ccTllcre ain’t no salary for being in Parlia 
mcnt. Thore aro SCOYCR of h m  Pnrlinmcn 
gents nin’c got so mnch ns’ll pay their clinncrl 
for ’cm. And tllcn if nny body (locs trust ’cm: 
there’s 110 gctting nt ’em to mnBc ’em pny II! 
thcrc i s  a t   o t lw folk.” 

c‘ I don’t I;now thnt OMF Mr. Pl~il~cns Fill cvcl 
bo liltc that, Jacob.” 

That’s gnmmon, Jane. That’s tho wny n! 
w o m w  p t s  thcmsclvcs took in always. OUI 
Mr. I’hincas! Why sllould. our Mr. Pllinons bc 
better than any body clsc?” 

t 
1 c (  And he in Parliurnent, Jncob !” 

i 

c c  I-Ie‘s always actcd I~nnrtsornc, tJ~coI~.’t 
LLTI~crc tvas onc timo 110 couldn’t pny his Iod@ 

ings foor wcll-nigh niuc months, till bis govcrnol 
come down with the money, I don’t ]mon 
W I I C ~ ~ I C F  thnt wns hnndsomc, It ~ N I O C ~ C ~  m( 
&bout  tcnlblc, I BnÓnr.’’ 

I C  IIe nlwnys rrlcnnt honest, JIICO~.” 
U I dan’t know that; I cnrc m11c11 fot n n~nn’! 

meaning when 110 rtms sllart  of moncy. IIon 
is l m  going to see liis ~vny, w i t h  his scat i n  Ynr. 
linmcnf, and this giving up of his professioni 
130 owes 11s ncnr n quarter dow.” 

“ IIc pniil me two months this morning, Jn. 
cob ; EO he don’t OIYC n fwthing.” 

Very well ; so much tho better for us. I 
sim11 just hnvc n fcw mords with Mr. L O W ,  nncl 
see mhnt l m  says to it. For Inysclf I don’t t,llinli 
hnlr so much of I’nl‘lliamcnt folk ns cio~nc do. 
Thcy’rc for promising cvwy thin bcforc thoy’ra 
clcctcd ; btlt not onc in twcntp o f  ’CIU is 8s good 
ns his word. when IIC gets t11ero.” 

Mr. Bunco wns n copying journoymnn, n110 
spont tcn hours R day in Carcy Strccr, wich1 n 
pcn bctwccn his fingers ; and after thnt 110 wonld 
orrcll s11cnd two 01’ thrco honrs of t110 night wit11 
n pen betwcen bis fingcrs in Mnrlborougli Smet,  
IXc was a tlloroughly hnrcl-working mnn, doing 
pretty wc11 in kllc W C J d d ,  for 11c hnd a good IIOUSC 
O Y O ~  11% hend nnd nlwvnys could find rnilncnt and 

bread for his vifc and cight  children ; but, nep- 
erthclcss, he was nn unl~appy man because hc 
suffered fram political gricvnnces, or, I should 
more correctly say, that his gricvanccs were 
semi-political and semi-social. I-Ic had no VO~C, 
not being himsclf the  tennnt of tho house in 
Grent Marlborough Strect. The tenant was n 
tailor who occupicd thc shop, whcrcas Dunce 
occupied the wholc of the renminder of thc 
premises. I-Ie was a lodgcr, and lodgcrs were 
not ns yet trusted with tllc franchise. And he 
had idoas, which he himsclf ndrnitterl to bo vcry 
raw, as to thc injustice of thc mnnncr  in whicll 
hc was paid for Ilia work. So much n folin, 
without reference to t l ~ c  way in wl~ich bis work 
mns done, without regard to tho success of his 
work, with no questions asked of himself, wan, 
as he tl~ought, 110 proper way of remunerating n 
man for his labors. IIc hnd long  since joincd n 
Trndc Union, and for two ycnrs past lind pnicl n 
subscription of B shilling a wcelc toward its funds. 
I& longcd t o  be doing somc battlo ngninfit hifi 
superiors, and  to bo putting himsclf in opposition 
to his employers ; not  thnt he objectod pcrsonnlly 
to Mcssrs. Foolscnp, Margin, & Vcllum, who nl- 
ways made much of him n8 n useful mnn ; lmt 
bccnuso soma sucl1 nntagonism woulil bo mrinnly, 
and the fighting of some bnttlc wonlcl bo t h  
right thing so do. If Labor don’t mem to go 
to tllc wall himself,” Bunec would sny to his w&, 
I L  Lnllor must look nlivc, ancl put somobody clso 
there.” 

Mrs. Buncc T V ~ S  n comfortnbla motllerly wom- 
an, who loved her hnsbnncl but Irntctl politics. 
As 110 hncl nn aversion to liis sn~minrs in t h o  
world bcca~~sc thcy W C ~ C  superiors, RO hnd s110 a 
lilcin~ for them for tlm mmo mum. Sllc (lo- 
;piscd pcoplc poorer tllnn hcrsclf, and tltougllt 
it a fair  suhjcct fur bonsting tlmt llar cllildrcn 
nlways hnil mcnt for dinnor. If it wall C V C ~  KO 
small R morscl, slle look cnra thnt t h y  l1nd it, 
in orclcr tbnt tho boast rnigl~t be rnnintnincd. 
Tho worlcl lrnd oncc or twicc bccn nlrnost too 
~nvch for 11cr-~vhen, for instance, llor hu~bnud 
had bccn ill ; nncl ngnin, to tell tho t ~ w t l ~ ,  For tllc 
Inst thrcc months of tlmt long pcriod in wllich 
Phincns hnd omitted to p11y liis bills; but 8110 
Ilad kept n fine brnvc hcnrt during tllosa tr01111lcs, 
nnd conld honcst~ly swcnr thnt tllo cllildran d- 
wnys llnd n bit of mcnt, thougl1 N ~ O  Ilcr~clf 11nd 
been occnsionnlly without it l’or chye togc!tll~r. 
At such timos she wualcl bo 1no1+0 tllttn ordinn- 
rily mock to Mr. Mnrgin, r ~ n d  cspcciaIly cnlwt- 
3011s to  tho old Indy w 1 1 0  lodgad in l1cr first-floor 
lrnwinglroorn - for I ’h iucn~ livccl q )  two ]mir 
IE fitairs-and s110 tvonld CS(:IIHO w~ch servility 
)y clcclnring tllnt thcro \VIM 110 Icnawing llnw 
lonn sllc rnight:  want; nssistntlcc, &IC llc% has- 
mncl, in such omcrgcncics, ~vould bcxotno furi- 
lus r m i l  qunrrclsoxnn, nnd would doclnra t h ( ,  
Labor 1wns going to illa ~vnll, nnd tlrnt mmatllitlg 
’cry strong  must bo donc nt; onca. That ~ l l i l -  
ing which Ihncc, paid tvoekly to tho Union ,410 
cgardcd ns bcing nbsolrltcly thrown atvrky--nti 
nuch so ns ~1101~g11 IIC cust ir; tvcckly into t110 
rlrnmaa. And s110 hncl told him EIO, ovcr r ~ ~ t t l  
)ver ngnin, m&ng l~cart-piorcing nlllwionu to 
ho eight; cllildrcn nncl to t l ~ c  bit of mant, Ira 
vonld nlwny8 ondoavor to cxplnin t o  Ilor tlrnt 
llcro was no otllar way undar t110 aun  for Itocp- 
ng Labor from being sont to tho  wnll ; b ~ t t  ho 
vould do so hopelosuly und altogethcr incfl‘ectu. 

: 
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and she had come to regard him as a luna 
tic to tbc extent of that one weekly shilling. 

She had a woman’s instinctivo partiality f01 
comeliness in B man, and was vcry fond of 
Pl1ineas Finn because he mas handsome. Anc 
now she was very proud of him because h  va: 
a member of Pnrlinment. She had hcard- 
from her husband, who had told  her  the fac. 
wit11 much disgust-that the sons OP dukes ani 
earls go into  Parliament,  and she liked  to thin1 
thnt the fine young man to whom she tallrcc 
more or Jess cvcry day sl~ould sit with the som 
of dukes and earls. When  Phineas had reall) 
brought distress upon hcr by owing lier som 
thirty or forty pounds,  sllc could never bring 
1lcrself to bc nngry with him, because he wa 
handsome and because  hc dined out wit11 lords, 
Ancl she had triumphed greatly O Y C ~  hcr hus. 
band, who had desircd to bo sevcre upon $i: 
nristocratic debtor, mhcn the moncy llnd al: 
been pnid in n lump. 
“I don’t lrnow that lm’s nay grent cntch,’ 

Bnncc had said, when tila prospect of tlleil 
lodgcr’s departure had bcen dcbatcd bctwecr 
the m. 

c t  Jacob,” said his. wifc, ‘(I don’t think you 
feel i t  ~vllca you’ve got pcople rcslmtallc aboul 

L b  Thc only rcspectnble man I know,” said Ja. 
cob, is the m m  ns enms his broad ; and Mr. 
Finn, as I take i t ,  is u long way fronl that yet.” 

Pllinens rcturncd  to his lodgings before he 
went down to his cIub, and agnin told Mrs. 
Bunca thnt he lmd nltogcttler made MP bis mind 
about the chambers. ‘‘ If you’ll keep me I sllall 
atny Ilero fur the first scssion 1 dare say.” 

Of course wo sl~all be only too proud, Mr. 
Finn ; and  though  it mayn’t perhaps be quite 
the  place for a mcmbcr of Parliament-” 

’’ But I think it is quito tho place.” 
I C  It’s vcry good of you to say so, Mr. Finn, 

and wo’ll do our vcry  best  to mnlrc you *corn  fort- 
able. Respectablo we are, X may say; and 
though Buncc is n bit rough somotimcs-” 

YOll.” 

‘<Never to ma, Mrs. Bunco.” 
I C  But h0 is rough, and silly, too,  will1 his rad- 

íca1 nonsensa! paying n shilling a weck t o  a 
nasty Union ~ u s t  for nothing. Still he means 
well, ancl there ain’t n m m  who works harder 
for Itis wife and childrcn,; thnt 3c wil say of  hin^. 
And if ho do tnlk politics-” 

I C  ß u t  I like n m m  to talk politics, Mrs. 
Bunco.” 

For n gcntlcman ín Yadínmcnt of courm it 
i s  p1.oper; buh I ncvor copld seo what good it 
could do to n, law-stationer ; nnd when he talks 
of Labor going t o  the wil, X always nsk him 
~11cthcr lm didn’t got his wagcs rcgulnr  last 
$atu1+ilay. BLI~, Lord l o ~ c  yonr Mr. Finn, when 
a m m  as is n jonrncynmn has took up politics 
nnd joined a, Tradc Union, he ain’t no better 
thnn n mile-stona for his wifo to take and talk to 
him,” 

Aftcr that; Phinenv ment down to tho Rcform 
Club, nncl mnde one af thosc w110 wcra buzzing 
tllero in littlo crowds and uttering their prophe- 
cics as to fntnro ovonts. Lord de Tcrricr was 
to 60 out. Thnt was ccrtain. Wl~etl~ar Mr. 
Mildmay vvns to  come in was unccrtnin. Thut 
he  wonld go to Windsor to-morrow morning 
~vns nut to  bo dorzbtad ; but it was thought very 
probnblo thnt ha might pload h i s  ngc, and do- 

cline to nnderta1;e the rcsponsibility of forming 
a Ministry. 
“ And what then ?I’ said Phineas to his friend 

Fitzgibbon. 
“Why, then there will be n choice out of 

three. There is the duke, who is the most in- 
competent man in  England ; there is Monk, who 
is the most unfit ; and thcre is ,Grcsllam, who is 
tho most unpopdar. I can’t  conceive it possible 
to find aworsc Prime Minister than  either of the 
three;  but  thc country affords no other.” 

L L And which  would MiEdmay name T” ‘‘ All of thcm,.one after the other, so 8s to 
malm the embarrassment the greater.’’ T h n t  
was Mr. Pitzgibbon’s description of the crisis ; 
but  thcn i t  WS undclatood that Mr. Fitzgibbon 
 vas given to rommcing. 

L__9_1_ 

CHAPTER VIII. 
x m  mwa ABOUT m. BIILDXAY AND ax. EP- 

BITZGIBBON and Thinens stnlTtcd together from 
Pall Mall for PortInan Square, as both of them 
11nd promised to call on Lady Lnara, but Fitz- 
gibbon turnecl in  nt Brooks’s RS they walked up 
St. James’s Sqlme, and Phineas wont on, by 
himsclf in n cab, “Yon should belong l~ere,” ‘ 
said E’itzgibbon as his friend entevil t lp  cub, 
and Phineas immediately began to feel thnt ha 
would llave  done nothing till he codd get into 
Brooks’s. It might be  vcry well to begin by 
talking politics nt the Rcform Club. Such 
talking had procured for him his seat at Lougl1- 
shnnc. But  that was done nom, and somcthing 
more than  talking wns wanted for any farther 
progress. Nothing, as 110 told hirnsclf, af po- 
Xticnl import was mrtnnged ah the Reform Club. 
No influence from t11cnco was cver Brought to 
bear upon tho acljnstmcnt of places under the 
Government, or upon the nrrnngcmcnt of cnb- 
inets, It migl11; be vcry weTl to  count votes 
at tho Rcform Club; bat after the votes Ilad 
been conntcd-had been counted s~ccessf~~l~y-  
Brooks’s was tho plncc, ns Phineas believed, to 
learn at  the carliost rnomcnt whnt would be the 
oxnct result of tllc soccesa. He must get into 
Brooks’s, if it might h possible for him. Tim- 
gibbon was not exactly the man to propose him. 
l>erhnps the  Earl of Brentford would do it. 

Lady  Lnurn was nt home, and with hor wns 
;itting-Mr* ICcnnedy. Phincns hm1 intgnded 
to ba trlurnphnnt ns hc entcrcd L n d y  Lntwn’s 
room. He wns there with the cxprcss purpose 

trinmphing in tho mxess  of their  grent pr ty ,  
xlld of singing a plcnsant paan in conjunctinn 
lyitll Lady Laura. But his trnrnpct8 ~v\’ns puf out  
)f tunc at once when ho saw Mr. Kennedy. H o  
mid l~nrdly n word ns he gave his hand to Lady 
Laurn, and then nftcrwnrd to  1vIr. Rcnncdy, 
;ph0 chosc to grcet  him with this show of cor- 
Jiality, ‘ 

( 4  1 hope yon nre satisfiod, Mr. Zinn,” said 
Lady Laurn, Inughing. 

‘( O h  yos.” 

EItARD. 

( 4  And is thnt d l ?  I Ihonght to have found 
:our joy quite irrcprcssible.” 

A bottlo of soh-watcr, tllOUg1l i t  !S a Very 
ivcly thing when  opened, won’t mnintnin its 
rimcity bcyond a ccrtnin pariod, Lady Ln;ura.” 
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acc het her we might  not-have had twcnty-one.” 
‘(Mr. Kennedy has just  been  saying  that noi 

n. single available vote bas been  missed on 0111 
side. He has just  corm from Brooks’s, and tlml 
seenzs to be what tlley say there.” 

So Mr. ITennedy also was a member of 
Brooks’s ! At the Reform Club there  certainlJ 
had been an  idea  that che number  might have 
been swelled to twenty-one ; but then, as Phinear 
began to  understand,  nothing was correctly 
known at the Reform Clnb. For an accuratc 
appreciation af the political balances of the day, 
you must go to Brooks’s. 

Mr. Kennedy must of course bo right,” said 
Phinens. “ I don’t belong to Brooks’s  myself. 
But I was only joking, Lady Lnurn. There is, 
I supposc, no doubt that Lord de Terrier  is out, 
and that is every thing.” 
“ He has probably te~dered his rcsignntion,” 

seid Mr. Kennedy. . 
“ That  is  the same thing,”  said  Phincns, 

ron~hlv .  I l  
!, f  i ‘ N &  esactIy,” said Lady  Laure. ‘( Should 

1 1 , :  

j :; “ JVith a rnnjarity of nineteen  against him !” 

there be any difficulty about Mr. Mildmay, h e  
might,,pt the Queen’s request, make another  at- 
tempt. 

said Phincns.  Surely Mr. Mildmay is not thc  

and there is Mr. Greshm~--nnd thcm  is Mr. 
Monk.”  Phincns hnd at his tongue’s end all 
the lesson that he lind bccn able to  learn at tho 
Reform Club. d 

“ I should hardly  think that the duke wot11d 
venture,”  said Mr. Kennedy. 

I L  Nothing  venture,  nothing have,” snid  Pbin- 
cas. “It is al1 very well to  say that the duke 
is  incompetent,  but I do not know that  any  thing 
very  wonderful is required in the way of gcnius. 
TIM duke has held his own in  both Houses  suc- 
cessfully, and he  is both honest and popular. I 
quite agree that n Prime Minister nt tilo prcsent 
day should be commonly honest, nnd  mom than 
commody popular.’’ 
“ So you are all for the  duke,  are you?” snid 

: i  i 
;t l /  

1 ,  only man in the country. There is  the dulrc, j 1  

Lndv L,kura. a m i n  smilinrt as slie snökc to  him 
L‘Certn,iníy r i f  w e  arc zeserted  dy Mr. Mild 

mny. Don’t you think so?’’ 
(‘1 dop’t find it quite so easv to make up ml 

mind as yon cla. I am inclii’ed to t l ~ i n ~ r  t11i 
Mr. Mildrnny will  form a Gavcrnment ; and n: 
long as there is that prospect, I nced hnrd l~  
commit myself to an opinion ns to his probnblc 
successor.” Then  the o1)jcctionable Mr. Ken. 
nedy took his leam,  auil l’hincas YI’:~S left donc 
with Lady Lnura. 

It is glorious ; is it not Y ’  he began, ns soon 
as he found  the field to be open for himsclf nncl 
his  own manccnvring. But he tvns  vcry young, 
and had not ns yet learned the manner in which 
hc  might best ndvnnce his cause with such a 
woman as Lady Laum Stnudish. He wns tell- 
ing her too clearly that he could havo no grnti- 
fication in talking with hcr unless he could be 
allowed to luwe her all  to himself. Thnt  might 
be very well if Lady Lnura  were  in love with 
him, but would hnrdly be the way to reduce her 
to that condition. 

Mr. Fiql’said she, smiling ns slze spokc, 

( 4  I am sure that you did not mcan it, but yod 
mere uncourteous to my  friend Mr. ICenncdy.” 

Who ? I ? Was I ? Upan my word, X 
didn’t intcnd to be uncourteous.” 

( ( I f  I had  thought you l1ad intended it, of 
course I could not tcll you of it. And now I 
take the libcrty-fw i t  is n liberty--” 

Oh no.” c 
“Because I fecl so anxious that you should 

do nothing to  mar ~ o n r  chances as n rising 
man.’’ 

( c  You are only too kind to me, nlways.” 
L C  I know how clever you nrc, and how cxccl- 

lent nre a11 yonr instincts ; but Z sec thnt you 
are a little impetuous. I wonder whcthcr yon 
will be angry if I take  upon myself tlm task of 
mentor.” 

c ‘  Nothing you could say ~ o u l c l  make mc nn- 
gry, though yon might mnkc me very unhappy.” 

“ I  will not do that if X can hclp it. A men- 
tor  ought to  be  very old, you know, and I nm 
infinitely olclcr than you arc.” 

‘6 I should have thought i t  tho  I’CIWSO ; 
indecd, I may say  that I know that it is,” snid 
Phincas. 
“I am not rnllring of yenrs. Years havo vcry 

little to c10 with the compnrntivc .ages of men 
nnd women. A wornnn nt forty  is qnito old, 
whercas B man nt forty is yomy:.”  Phinen8, 
rernembcring that hc had put clown Mr. Rcn- 
nedy’s age as forty in  his own mind, ElTowncd 
when he heard this, and wnlkcd about t110 room 
in displensure, “ And thcrcforc,” continucd 
Lady  Laura, ((1 talk to yon ns tl~ougll I yvore t b  
kind of grnnclmotl~c~.” 

“Yo11 shall be my grcnt-grnnclmotllcr if yon 
will only be kind. cnough t o  mo t o  say whnt you 
rcally thinlr.” 

“You must not tlmn be so impetuous, ancl 
you must be II, litt10 more cnreftrl to bo civil to 
persons.to whom you mny not tnkc any pnrticn- 
lnr fnncy. Now Mr. Ronnccly is n m m  who 
may be very uscful to you.” 

L‘ I do not  wnnt Mr. Kenncdy to bo of uso to 
mc.” 
“ That is what X call bcing impctnotw-bcing 

young- being a boy. Why should  not Mr. 
[icnncdy bc of use to you as well ns nny orta 
:kc? You do not Incan to coaqncr tho ~vorlcl 
111 by yourself.” 

No ; but tllcro is son~ctlling m e m  to mo in 
;ho expressed idcn thnt; I sl~ould mnka USO of 
rny man, and more cspccinlly of a nlnn ~vhorn 1 
lon’t lilre.” 

‘c And why r10 yon  not like him, Mr. Finn ?” 
‘LBecausc he is onc o f  my 111.. Bolls,” 
“You don’t lilrc him simply bccn~~so  ho doc8 

lot talk much. Tlmt mny bo a good  rcnson 
vhy you should  not n~nkc of him nn intinmte 
ompnnion, bccnuso you like  tnlkntivc pooplo; 
lut i t  sl~oulcl be no grotznd for clislikc.” 
Phineas pnuscd for n moment beforo he nn- 

wmxl hcr, thinlriny: whcthcr or nat it would bo 
rcll to ask her soma qtwstion  which  might pro- 
ucc from hcr n trut,ll whicll hc wonlcl not lilt0 
1 hear. Thcn ho clid nsk it. And do you 
.ke him Pt’  l m  said. 

S110 too pansed, but only far n second. Yes, 
think I may say tllnt I do  like him.” 

“ Ccrtnínly no moro tlmn t h n t  ; but thnt ’J: 
moro than that?” 

link ie n grant denl.” 
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I wonder  what  you  would  say  if any on( 
a s h d  you whether you liked me?” said  Phin. 
cas, looking  away  from her through the window 
“ Just  the same ; but  without  the  doubt, if 

the person  who  questioned me had  any  rigIlt tc 
ask the quation. There arc not above one 01 
two mho could  have  such a right.” 

And I was wrong, of course, to  ask it abou1 
Mr. Henncdy,” suid Phincas,  looking out intc 
the  square. 

L L  

I did not say so.” 
L‘  But  I sec you  think it.” 

L You see nothing of the  kind. I was quitc 
willing to  bo aslrcd the  question  by  you, an¿ 
quito  willing  to  answer  it. Bfr. ICennedy is z 
man of great wealth.” 

“What  can  that  have  to do with i t  3” 
C L  Wait  n moment, you impetuous  Irish boy, 

and  11car mc out.” Phinens  liked  being  cnllci 
an impetuous  Irish boy, and camc close to hcr, 
sitting wvllere  lm couid IOOIC up  into her fncc ; 
and then carne a smile upon  his  own,  and hc 
was vcry handsome. I say  that he is a man 
of great mcalth,” continued Lndp L ~ L U R  ; and 
as wcaltlz gives infltte~~cc,  he is of grcnt use, po. 
liticnlly, to the  party  to which Ire bclongs,” 

L‘ 011, politically !l’ 

A m  I to  suppose yon c m  nothing  for  poli- 
tics ? T o  such men, to men  who think as you 
think, who arc to sit  on the saam bencllcs with 
yourself, and go into  the  same lobby, nnd be 
men nt the same club, it  is your duty CO be civil 
both for porn own sake ancl for thnt of thc 
cause. I t  is for the hermits of society to  in- 
dulge in personal dislikings-for men who llave 
nevcr been active and never mean to bo active. 
I had Leen telling Mr. Ilcnnedy  how much X 
thougl~t  of you-as a good Liboral.” 

‘’ And I cRme in  and spoiled it all.” 
LcYcs ,  you did. YOU lrnockcd down my  little 

house, and I must  build  it all up a p i n . ”  
Don’t  trouble yoursclf’, Lady Lnura.” 
J. sllnll. It will be x grent doal of troublc- 

n grent  clcd,  indecd;  but I slmll takc  it. 1 nican 
you to be very  intimate  with Mr. Kennedy,  and 
to shoot  his grouse, a n d t a  stall; bis  dccr,  and  to 
help to I m p  him in progress ns n Liberal nmn- 
bcr of l’nrliamcnt. I nm quite prcpnrcd to nd- 
mit, as h i u  friend,  thnt he would go  back wiehout 
Borne such holp.” 

Oh ; 1: undCrstand.” 
U I do not  believe  tllnt yon do unclcrstand ni 

nll, but I must  endeavor to malce you  do so b~ 
clcgrccs. If you aro to be my political  pupil, yoc 
must nt  any  rate be obedient. Tho  ncxt  t lnx 
you mcet Mr. Kennedy, ask him his opinion in- 
stcntl of telling  him y o w  own. Hc has been i n  
Pnrlinrncnt twelvc years, and he mas n good den1 
older tbnn pou when he began,” At this mo- 
ment  n side  door was opened, and the  red-hnir- 
cd, red-bcnrdcd man whom Pliincns I1nd seen 
below enterecl thc room. II0 hcsitatcd a MO- 
mcnt, ns though he  mcre going to retreat  again, 
and thcn b c p n  to pull about the books and toys 
which lay on one of the distant  tables, as though 
lm ~vcrc in  quest of some nrticle. And he monlcl 
lmve retrcntcd had not Lady Lnura  called  to 
him. 

( 6  Oswalil,” she said, Ict mc introduce you to 
Mr. Finn. Mr. Finn, I dd not think  you have 
Cver met my Lrothcr, Lord  Chiltcrn.”  Then  the 
two young mon bowed, and cnclz of thcm mnt- 

tcred  something. Do not be in n hur’Yy, Os- 
wald. You have nothing  special  to  take you 
away. €Icrc is Mr. Zinn come to  tell us who 
arc all  the possible new Prime Ministers. I3e is 
uncivil  enough  not  to have namcd papa.” 

My father  is  out of the  question, ” said Lord 
Chiltcrn. 

Of conrse hc is,” snirl Lady Laura; “but I 
may be allowed my littlo joke.” 

“1 suppose 110 will  nt  any  rntc Le in  thc Cab- 
inct,”  said Vbincns. 

I know nothing wvbatcvcr nbout politics,” 
said  Lord Chiltcrn. 

LLI wish you did,” said  his sistcr, ( L  with d l  
my beart.” 

( 6  I ncvcr did, ancl I ncrer shall, for all your 
wishing. It’s thc  meanest  tra&  going, I think, 
and  I’m sure it’s thc most dishonest. They t d k  
of legs on  the  turf,  and of COLTYSC there  nrc legs; 
but  what arc t h y  to t11c legs in  tllc I-Tousc. 
I don’t know ~vllethcr you are in I’nrliatncnt, Mr. 
Finn.” 

C L  Yes, I am ; but do not mind me.” 
( L  I beg your pardon. OF coursc tllcre nre 

honcst mcn therc, nnil no doubt; you arc olzc o€ 
thcm . ’’ 

6‘ Ho is indiffcrcnt honcst-as yet,” said Lady 
Laura. 

L‘I vras spcnking of men who go into  Pttrlia- 
ment  to look niter Govcrnmcnt l h c s , ”  said 
Lord Chiltern, 

‘ L  That is just whnt I’m doing,” said Phinens. 
Why should not; a man acrw tbc Crown ? H 9  

has to work very hard for what he enrns.” , 
I don’t bclieve that thQ most of them work 

It all. However, T beg your pardon. I didn’t; 
nean you in particular.” 

L‘ Mr. s i n n  is such n tlloroagh politician that 
le will ncvcr forgive yon,” said Lndy Laura. 

“Yes, I will,” said Phincns , L ‘ and 1’11 con- 
Tort him some dny. IF he docs come into t110 
Bousc, Lady LMYR, I suppose bc’ll come on tho 
right side P” 

I’ll never go into the ITousc, ns you call it,” 
raid Lord Chiltcm.  But 2’11 tcll you wllnt; ; 

shall bc very hnppy if yo~z’ll dinc  with ma to- 
morrow at  Moroni’s. They give you a cnpital 
,ittla clinncr nt Moroni’s, and thcy’vc tho best 
Clllntenu Pqucm in  Lonijon.” 

Do,” said Lady Lnurn in n whispcr. Obliga 
me. l’ 

L’hincns W R R  cngnged to dinc  with  onc of tho 
Vico-Chnnccllors on thc clay nnmed. IIc Ilad 
ncwr  before dined nt the house o r  t l h  grcnt law 
luminal-y, whosc nccqunintnncc he Ilad rnadc 
through Mr Low, nml hc l~nrl thou& a grent 
den1 of the occasion. Mrs. Prcemontlo  bad sent 
him $lm invitntionn  cnrly n, fortnight a@, nnd 
ho understood  tllcrc wvns to bc nn elaborato 
dinner-party. XIc did  not  know  it f u r  a fact, 
but he was in l l o p c ~  o€ rnccting tho expiring 
Lord Chancellor. I Ic  considered it to bc his 
duty never to throw  away suc11 a chancc. IIe 
would in d 1  respects havo prufcrrcd Mr. Prcc- 
mantle’s dinner  in  Enton Place, dull nnrl llcnvy 
though it might probably bo, to tlm c l m m  of 
Gord Chiltcrn’s  compnnions a t  Moroni’s. What- 
m r  might be the Taules of our hero, 110 was not 
given to  what is genernlly called  dissipation I y  
the world a t  lsrgc-by which tho ~vorld mcnna 
3elf-indnlgcncc. EI0 cnrcd not t1 brass farthing 
For Moroni’s Cllatenu Yqucm, nor for tbc won- 
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drously  studied repast which he would doubtles 
find  prepared for him at  that  celebrated establish 
ment  in St, JRR?F?S’S Street;  not a farthing a 
compared with the chance of meeting so great I 
man ns Lord Moles. And  Lord Chiltern’ 

, would not desire to know. But  Lady Laura’! 
request  overrode every thing with him. Shc 

wonld do so. Had he been going to dine wit2 

off his  engagement a t  her request. €Ie was no 
quick  enough to malre an answer without hesita, 

P 

, 
i ’  friends  might probably be just the men whom hc 

j :  had asked him  to oblige her, and of course 114 
8 the incoming Prime Minister, he would have pu 

i 
,/ 4 tion; but after a moment’s pause he said thn 
1 he should be most happy to dine mith Lord Chil. 

1 ,  
1 

tern  at Moroni’s. 
“That’s-  right; 7.30 sharp, only I can tel 

you, you won’t meet any other members.’’ Ther 
the  servant nnnounced more visitors, and Lort 
Clliltern escnped out of the  room before hc wa 
seen by the new-comers. These were Mrs. Bon 
tcen, and Laurence Fitzgibbon, and then Mr 
Bonteen, and after them Mr. Ratles, the Whip 
w l ~ ~  was in  n violent hurry, and  did  not  stay tllerc 
a moment,  and  then  Bnrrington  Erle  and younl 
Lord James Fitz-Howard, the youngest; son of 
the Duka of St. Btlngay. I n  twenty or thirt; 
minutes  there was a gathering of Liberal politica 
notabilities in Lady Laura’s drawing-room 
There mere two  grent pieces of news by whicl 
they mere all enthralled. Mr. LMildmaywould no 
be l’rime Ministel; and  Sir  Everard Powell m n ~  
-dead. Of course nothing  quite positive COUIC 
be known about Mr. Mildmay. He was to bc 
with the Queen a t  Windsor on the morrow a1 
eleren o’clock, and  it was improbable that h c  
wou‘l&;tell his mind to any one before ha told ií 
to he’&ajesty. But there was no doubt  that h e  
had engaged cc the duke ”-so hc was callea bg 
Lord James- t o  go down  to Windsor  with  him, 
that he might be in readiness if \+anted. “ I  
llave  learned that at home,” said Lord James, 
who had just  heard the news from his sister, mllc 
hnd heard i t  from the duchess. Lord James war 
delighted wit11 the  importance given to  him b3 
his father’s coming journey. From this, and 
from other eqnnlly well-knovn  circumstances, ií 
WRS srxmised that Mr. Mildmzy mould decline 
the task proposed to him. This, nevertheless, 
wns only a surmise, whercas the  fact  with refer- 
ence to  Sir Evcrnrd WRS fully  snbstantiated. 
The gout had Aomn to his stomach, and he was 
dend. “ By - gcs ; BS dend as a herring,” said 
MY, Rntler, who at  thnt  moment, however, WRS 
not within  hearing of cither of the ladies prescrit. 
And  then he rubbed his hands, and looked as 
though ile were delighted. And he cvas dclight- 
ed-not because his old friend Sir Evernrd was 
dcnd, but by the excitement of the tragedy. 
‘LRnving done so good n deed in his last mo- 
ments,”  said  Lnurence Fitzgibbon, 6 c ~ v e  may 
tnko it  for grnntcd  thnt  he will go straight  to 
henven.” ‘(I hope there NN be no crowncr’s 
quest, Rntley,” said. Mr. Bonteen ; U if therc is I 
don’t lmow how you’ll get out of it.” ‘CI don’t 
sec any thing in i t  so horrible,” said Mr. Rntler. 
‘( If n fellow dies leading his regiment we don’t 
think any  thing of it. Sir Everard’s voto was 
of more servica to his country  than  any  thing 
thnt a colonel or n captain c m  do.” But noyer- 
theless I think that Mr. Ratler was somewllat in 
dread of future nevvspapcrs pamgraphs, should 

it be found necessary to sllnlmon a coroner’s 
inquest to sit upon  poor Sir  Evcrnrd. 

While this was going on, Lady Lnurn took 
Phinens apart for a moment. I am so much 
obliged to you; 1 am  indeed,”  she said. 

6 ‘  What nonsense.” 
‘LNever mind  whether it’s nonsense or  not ; 

but I am. I can’t explain it all now, but I do 
so mant you to know my brother. Pou may be 
of the  greatest service to h im,  of the  very  grcat- 
est. He is not half so bad as people sny he is. 
In many wayg he is vesy good, very good. And 
he is very  cIever.” 

“At  any  rate I mill think  and bclicvc no ill of 
him.” 

  JUS^ so ; do not believe evil ofhim-not more 
evil than you see. I am so nnwous, so very n n s -  
ious to try to put  him  on his legs, and I find it 
so difficult to get  any  connecting  link with him. 
Papa will not speak with him, becnuse of mon- 
ey.” 

“But he is friends  with you.” 
&‘Yes; I think he loves me. I saw how dis- 

tnstcful i t  was to yon to go to him ; nnd pubnbly 
FOU were engngcd P” 

“One can always get off thosc sort of things 
if there is an object.” 

“Pes  ;just so. And the object nrns td obligc 
me ; \vas It not Í”’ 
“Of courseit was. But I must go now. TVC 

are to hear Daubeny’s stntemcn  tat four, nnd I 
would not miss it for worlds ” 

‘c I wonder whether you ~ ~ o u l i l  go nl~rond \vi  t h  
my brother i n  the  autumn ? But I have no rigllt 
to  think of such  n  thing; hnvc I ?  A L  n 1 1 y  rlltc 
I \vil1 not  think of i t  yet. Good-bye ; I shall scc 
you pcrhaps on  Sunday if yo11 arc in town.” 

Phincas .cvalkcd down to Wcbtminster wit11 
his mind very full of Lady Laurn nnd Imd Ch1- 
tern. What dicl h e  n m n  by hcr nffcctionnto 
manner t o  himself. and whnt did r4110 m c m  lry 
the continnnl praises which she lnvisllcd npoll 
Mr. Kennedy? OE whom n.as she thiu1;ing 
most, of Mr. Kennedy, or of hiln P She hrd crtll- 
ed herself his mentor. Wns thc description of 
her feelings toward himself, as conveycd in thnt 
name, af a kind to be gratifying to him ’2 No ; 
he  thought not. But then mig11L it not LC 11 i t l l-  
in his poqcr to change the nntrlrc!  of  llrosc fccl- 
ings?  Sha va8 not in love wit11 hi111 n t  pcwnt. 
I-Ie could not malte  any bonst to Ilimsclf on thnt 
head. But it might  be within his power to com- 
pel her to lovc him. The fcmnlc mcntor migllt 
bo softened. That s110 could not lovc Mr. Rcn- 
ncdy, he thon,ght thnt he w n s  qoitc swc.  Thcre 
\PILS nothing like love in Ilcr mnnncr to Mr. Ken- 
nedy. As to Lord Chiltern, l’llincns ~ronlc l  do 
rvhntever might be in  his ~ O I V C ~ .  All t h n t  110 
:enlly knew of Lord Chiltern \ras thnt Ilc had 
pmbled nnd thnt lie had drunk. 

__e___ 

CHAPTER IS. 
ITIIE NEW GOVERKBTENT. 

IN t h  I~ouse  of Lords that night, and in tho 
3ouse of Commons, theoutgoing A’linistcrs mndo 
heir explanations. As our brxincss nt t h  prcs- 
:nt moment is with  the Commons, w c  will con- 
ìne ourselves ta  their  clmnbcr, nnd  will do so 
,he more willingly bccnuse the npsllot of whnt 

i 
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‘ l  
retire  from  the  Treasuiy.  Lord d e  Terri$ it: 
constitutional obedience to the vote of the House, 
had resigned, and the Queen had been graciouslj 
pleased to accept Lord de  Terrier’s  resignation. 
Mr.  Daubeny could  only fmther  inform  the Rouse 
thnt  her Majesty had signified her  pleasure thar 
Mr. Mildmay should wait upon her  to-morrow at 
eleven o’clock. Mr. Mildmay-so Mr. Daubeny 
understood-would  be with her Majesty to-mor- 
row at that hour. Lord  dc  Terrier  had  found  it to 
be his duty to seconunend her  Majesty to send for 

Daubeny’s speech. That  farther  portion of it in 
which he esplained~vvithblnndest, mostbeneficent, 
honey-flowing mords that his party would have 
done every thing  that  the  country could require of 
any party, had the House allowed it to  remain on 
the Treasury benches for n month OF two ; und ex- 
plained also that his party would never recrimi- 
nate, would never return evil for evil, would in no- 
wise  copy the factious opposition of tbeis  ad- 
versaries ; that  his  party would’ now, as it ever 
had done, carry  itself with the meekness of the 
dove and the wisdom of the  serpent;  all this, I 
say, was so kenerally felt by gentlemen on both 
sides of the House to be leather  and  prunella,” 
that very little  uttention was paid to it.  The 
great  point was that  Lord de Terrier  liad resign- 
ed and that Mr. Mildmay had been s ~ ~ n m o n e d  
to Windsor. 

The Queen had  sent for Mr. Mildmay  in com- 
pliance with advice given to her by Lord de Ter- 
rier.  And yet Lord de Terrier  and his first lieu- 
tenant had used all the most practiced efforts  of 
their eloqnenee for the  last tllree days i n  endeav- 
oring to make their countrymen believe  that no 
more uilfitting Minister than Mr. Mildmay ever 
attempted to hold the reins of office ! Nothing 
had been too bad for them to say of Mr. Mildmay 
-and yet, in the very first moment in which they 
found themselves unable to carry  on  the Govern- 
ment themselves, they advised the  Qneen to send 
for that most incompctent and  banefulstatesman! 
We who are conversant with our own methods 
of politics, see nothing odd in this, because we 
arc used to i t  ; bat surely  in  the  eyes of strangers 
 OLI^ practice must be very singular.  Thore is 
nothing like it  in any other country-nothing xs 
yet. Nowhere is therethe same good-humored, 
nffectionate, prize-fighting ferocity in politics. 
The lcndcrs of our two great  parties  arc to  each 
other  exactly as are the two champions of the ring 
who knock each other about for the belt and  for 
five hundred pounds n side once inevery two years. 
How they fly at each other, striking as  though each 
blow should carry dcath if it were but possible ! 
And  yet  there is no one whom the Birmingham 
Bantam respects so highly as he does Bill Burns 
theBrigllton Bully, or with whom he bas so much 
delight i n  discussing the merits of n pot of half- 
and-half. And so it n’as with Mr. Daubenyy. 

, Mr. Mildmay. Such was the  real  import of Mr. 

, *  

I 

- 

æ 

were about to tear each Öthw limb fro& l i m 6  
I doubt whether Mr. Daubenymouldh~veinjused 

, a hair of Mr. Mildmay’s venerable head, even 
€or an assurance ofsix continued mouths in oEce. 

When Mr. Daubeuy had completed his stnte- 
ment, Mr. Mildmay simply told the ZTouse thnt 
he had received and would obey her ILInjesty’s 
commnnds. The House would of course nndcr- 
stand  that he by no means meant to aver thnt the 
Queen would even commission him to  form a 
Ministry. But if he took no such command from 
her Majesty it would become his duty to  recom- 
mend her Majesty to impose the task npon gome 
other person. Thcn every thing was said that  had 
to be  said, and members returned to their clubs. 
A certain damp was thrown over the  joy of some 
excitable  Liber& by tidings which reached the 
Bouse during Rfr. Daubeny’s speech. Sir Ever- 
nrd  Powell WRS no more dead t l~an  mas Bh, 
Daubeny himself. Now it  is ‘very unplcasant to 
find that your news is untrue, when you have 
been a t   pea t  pains to disseminate it. “ Oh, but 
he is dencl,” said Mr. Batler. U Lady Powell as- 
sured me half an hour ago,” said Mr. Ratler’s 
opponent, ‘c that he was at that moment a great 
deal better  than he has been for the last  three 
months. The  journey down to  the Bouse did 
him a world of good.” ‘( Then we’ll have him 
down for every division,” said IsIr. Ratlcr. 

The political portion of London was in a fcr- 
ment for the  next five days. On the Sundny f 
morning it was known that Blr. Mildmuyhnd dc- 
clined  to  put himself at the head of a Liberal 
Government. EIe and the Dukc of SC. Bnngxy, 
and  Mr. Plnntagenet  Palliser, had been in con- 
ference so often, and so long, that  it may Ellmost 
be said  they lived together i n  conference, Then 
Mr. Gresham had been with ML Mildmay, and 
Mr. Monk also. At the clubs it was siid by 
many  that niIr. Monk had been vieh  Mr. Mild- 
may ; but it was also sdd very vehemently by 
others thnt no such interview had taken place. 
Mr. Monk mas a Radical, much admired by tho 
people, sitting in Parliament for that most Radi- 
cal of all constituencies, the Pottery ‘I-.Iamlcts,who 
had neper ns yet been in  power, It was the great 
question of the day whcther  Mr. Mildmay moulcl 
or mould not ask Mr. Nonk to join him ; andit 
was said by those who habitually  think  at eve17 
period of change  that  the time has ILON CONO in 
which the difficulties to forming a Government 
will a t  last be found to be insuperable, thnt Mr. 
Mildmay could not succeed either mith afr. 
Monk or without him. There were at the prcs- 
%nt moment two sections of tlmc gentlemen-thc 
section which declared that Nr. Mildmay lm1 
sent for Mr. Monk, and  the section which dc- 
:lared that he had not. But there mere otllers, 
who perhaps  knew better what  they mere saying, 
by whom itmas asserted that the whole difficulty 
lay with Mr. Gresham. Mr. Gresham was will- 
ing to seryewith Mr. Mildmay, mith certain stip- 
ulntiois as to  the special sent iu tho Csbinct 
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And  why P %Io would have been the Right 
Hon. Robert ICennedy for ever and ever.” 
Phineas when hc said this did not as yet know 
exactly hom i t  would have come to pass that 
such honor-the honor of that  enduring prefix 
t o  his nnmc-would have come in  the  way of 
Mr. Kennedy  had  Mr. Kcnnedy accepted the 
oficc  in question ; but he was very  quick to  learn 
n11 these things,  and,  in the mean time, he rare- 
ly made any  mistake about them. 

( c  What would that have been to him, mith 
his, \vcalth P” said Lady Laura. “He has EL 
position of his own, and need not  care for such 
things.  There are rncn who should  not  attempt 
what is called independence in Parliament.  By 
doing so they simply decline to  make thcmselvcs 
useftd. But  there  are a few whose special walk 
in life it  is to be independent, and, fls it were, 
unmoved by parties.’’ 

Great Akinetoses ! You know  Orion,”  said 
Phineas. 

‘‘ Mr. Kennedy is not an Akinetos,” said Lady 
Laurn. 

I ‘  II0 holds a very  proud  position  indeed,” 
said Phincns, ironically. 

.A very proud position indeed,’’ said Lady 
Lnura,  in sober earnest. 

Thc clinner nt Moroni’s had  been  enten, nncl 
Phineas liad givcn an aocount of the cntcrtain- 
ment  to  Lord Clliltern’s sister. Thcrc had been 
only two other guests, nnd both of them had 
been rncn on the turf. “I mas the first  there,” 
said Phinons, ‘ I  and he sdrprised me ever so 
mucl1 by t e l l i p  me that you bad spoken to  him 
of mc beforo. , 

“Yes J I did ao. I wish him to know yon, 
I mant him Bo know some men who think of 
something besides horses. ETe is very well cdu- 
cntcd, y?u know, and would ccrtainly have taken 
honors IF ho had not  quarreled with tho people 
nt Christ’s Church. ’’ 

G Did he tnlte n dcgrec P’’ 
No ; they sont him clown. Xt is  best always 

to have the  truth nmong fricnds. O€ course 
you will lmnr it soma day. T h y  expelled him, 
because ha was drunk.” Tl~cn  Lady Laum 
burst out into tenrs, and  Phincns  sat  ncnr her, 
ancl. consoled hor nnd swore that if in  any way 
he could be€rîend her brother ho would do so. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon nt this timo clnirnod a promiso 
which 110 &id that Phineas Ilad made to him : 
that  Phinons would go over with  him to Mayo 
40 assist zat his re-election. And  Phineas did 
go. The wholo nffair occupied but n, wcek, and 
IVRS chiefly ncmorablo as being the  means of 
ccmenting the friendship which existed between 
tho two Irish members. 

‘l  A thonsnnd R year I” said Laurence Pitz- 
gibbon, spcnking’of the salary of his OECO. “J t  
isn’t much is i t  P And  every follow to vhom 
I owc a shilling will bo down upon me. If I 
Irnd studied my own comfort;, I should have dolle 
tho same as IKennedy.” 

___CI_ 

CEAPTBR X. 
VZOLET PBFINCSIIAM. 

IT wns now tho middle of May, and R month 
had elnpsed since the tcrriblc difficulty about tho 
Quecn’s Govcrnmcnt had becn  solved. A month 
l l a d  clapscd, and things hnd ahnkcu themselves 

C 

into  their places with more of ease and  apparent 
fitness than men had given them  credit for pos- 
sessing. Mr. Mildmay, Mr. Gresham, and Mr. 
Monk were the bcst  friendß in the world, swew- 
ing by each other in their own House, and sup- 
ported in  the other by as gallant a phalanx of 
Whig peers ns ever were got together to fight 
against  the instincts of their own order in  com- 
pliance with the instincts of those below them. 
Lady Laura’s father was in  the Cabinet, to  Lady 
Laura’s infinite delight. It was her ambition to 
be brought ns near to political action 8s was pos- 
sibIe for a womnn without surrendering any of 
the privileges of feminina inaction. That wxnen 
should even wish to have votes at psrlinmcntary 
elections was to her abominable, and the muse 
of the Rights of Women generally was odious 
to her ; but, nevertheless, for herself, she delight- 
oil in hoping that she too  might bc useful; in  
thinking thnt she too was perhaps, in some dc- 
gree, politicalIy powerful ; and s110 had received 
considerable increase to such hopes when 11er 
father nccepted the Privy Seal. The earl him- 
self was not an nnlbitious man, nnd, but for his 
daughter, would havc severed himself altogether 
from political lifc bcforc this time. Exe mas nn 
unhappy mm-being nn  obstinate  man, and 
having in his obstinacy qunrreled mitll bis only 
son. Xn his unhappiness he would llave kept 
himself alone, living  in  the country, brooding ’ 

over his wretchedness, were i t  not for his dangh- 
ter, On her behalf, iwobedience to  her rc- 
quirements, bo came yearly up to London, and, 
perhaps in compliance with her persuasion, had 
taken some part in t.he debates of the  House of 
Lords. I t  is easy for n peor to be a statamna, 
i f  the  trouble of the life be not too much for him. 
Lord Brentford tvas now a statesman, if a Neat 
in the  Cabinet be proof of statesmnnship. 

At this time, in May, there was stnying with 
Lady Laura in Portman Squnro n very dear 
fricnd of Ilerg,  by nnmc Violet Effingham. Vi- 
olet E ~ n g h n m  ’wns an orphnn, an heiress, and R 
beauty ; with n tcrriblo aunt, one Lady Baldock, 
who was  supposed to bo thc drngon w110 liad 
Violet, as a captive maiden, in charge. Ent as 
Miss EBngham was of aga, nnd was mistress of 
lrer own fortune, Lady Baldock was, in  truth, 
not omnipotent ns n dragon should be. Tllc 
dmgon, at any rate, was nob now staying in  
Portman Square, and  the captivity ot tho  maid- 
en was thercfore not severe at t h  present mo- 
ment. Violet EfEngham was very prctty, but 
could hardly  be said to be behutiful. She ~ V R S  
smnll, with  light crispy hair, which seemed to 
be ever on the flutter round  her brom,  and which 
yet was never R hair nstry.  She had slvwt, 
Soft gey oyes, which never loolced at  you long, 
11arclIy for  n moment, bnt which yet, in that  half 
moment, nenrly killed you by the powcr of their 
sweetness. Her chcak was the softest; thing in 
nature, and tNe color of it, when its color vas 
fixed cnough to be told, wns n shnda of pink so 
faint and creamy  thnt you would hardly  dare to 
cal1 it by its name. EIcr mouth was perfect, not 
small enough to give thnt oxpression of silliness 
mhich is so common, bdt nlmost  divine, with the 
temptation of its full, rich, ruby lips. Her teeth, 
which s110 but seldom showed, were very wen 
and very mhitc, nnd there rested on her chin 
the denrest dimple thnt ever acted as a londstar 
to men’s cyes. The  fault of her fnce, if it had 
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i l  I a fault, mas in  ller nose-which was a  little to 
,‘,i i sharp,  and  perhaps too small. A woman wh 

,#j : called  her a pug-nosed puppet; but I, as he 
l Í I  chronicler,  deny  that  she wag pug-nosed, and a 

i :  [ the world who knew  her soon carne to understan 
‘1 1 
1 1: I 

I i?’  and  hands were delicately fine, and there was 
1 ’  I softness  about her whole person, an apparen 
i,!’; she might go into  very  small compass. Into wha 
j i  7 compass and how compressed, there were ver, 

l Was great at dancing-as perhaps might be I 

;i í t  1 
! n  wanted  to  depreciate  Violet EEngham had onc 

that she ~vns no puppet. In figure  she was smal 
but  not so small as she looked to be. Har fe6 

l 

compressibility, which seemed to indicate tha 

‘ j  1 ! many men W ~ O  held very different opinions 
‘ 1  1’ Violet  Effingham  was  certainly no puppet. Shs 

¡i!’ puppet-but she was grent also at archery, gren 

l i  j ’  tussle, not always with  advantage to the dragon I ‘i “MV dear aunt,”  she had said  once  during t h  
8 ,  I last kinter, “I am going to the  meet  with  George‘ 
i * ’  -George was her cousin, Lord Baldock, and wa i :  the dragon’s son--“and there, let  there be a1 

! t  end of it.” “ And you promise  me that y01 
‘ I  i /  will not go farther,” said the dmgoa. “I wil 
‘ l , ;  

, I  promise  nothing to-day to  any man or  to an; 

‘ r  l 
nt  skating,  and reat, too, at  hunting. Wit1 
reference  to  that  ?ast  sccomplishment,  she ant 
Lady Baldock had had  more than  onc terriblc 

/ l  

woman,” said Violet. What was to bo said t4 
’ a young  lady who spoke in this way, and whc 

had become of age only  n  fortnight since i’ 8l1t 
rode that  day the famous run from Bngnall’r 
Gorse to Foulsl~am Common, and was i n  a t  th( 
death. 

Violet Effinghnm was now sitting  in conferencc 
with her  friend  Lady Laarn, and  ,tlley wcre dis- 
cussing matters of high import - of very high 
import, indeed-to the  interests  of both sf them. 
‘L I  do hot ask you to accept him,”  said  Lady 
Laura, ‘( That is lucky,’? said  the’  other, ‘‘ tu I k ,  has 
never asked me.” 

IIe has dona much the same. You know 
that he loves you.” 

‘’ I h o w ,  or I fancy  that I know, tllnt SC 
many men love me ! Bat, after all, wlkat sort of 
love is i t ?  It is just as when you and I, when 
we sec something  nice in a shop, call it n dear 
duck of n thing, ancl tell somebody to go and 
buy it,” the price be ever SCI cxtravngnnt. I 
know my own position, Lnurn. l’m n dcnr duck 
of R, thing.72 

“You are a very dear  thing to Oswald.” 
“But you, Laura, will some day inspire  ngrand 

passion, or I dare say hnve already,  for  you are 
R great dcal too closc to te11 ancl then thore will 
be cutsting of tllronts, and n mighty hubbub, and 
a  rcal tragedy. I sbalt never go boyvond genteel 
comedy, unless I run away, with somebody be- 
neath me, or do sometlring nwfu]ly improper.” 

“Don’c do  that, clear.” 
“I should Iiketo, because o€&yaant. I,&ould 

indeccl. If i t  were possible, without compromis- 
ing myself, 1 should like har to x>@ told Some 
morning  tlmt I hacl gone off with  tlzc  c\1lPafC.fy ‘( How  can  you be so wicked, Violet T’’ 

“ I t  wonld serve  ller right, and her counte- 
nance wonld lae so, awfully comic,. Mind, if it 
is o w  to come off, I must be them to see it. 1 
know what she ~vould snp RS wellT RS possible. 
She .woald turn to poor Gnssy. ‘Augusta,’sb,p 
VOdd Say, ‘ 1 phnys  espectcd it. J always did.’ 

n 

Then I should comc! out nnd courtesy t o  her, 
and  say so prettily, ‘Dear aunt,  it was only our 
little joke.’ That’s  my line. But for you-yon, 
if y m  planned ir;, would go off tomorrow with 
Lucifer bimself if you liked him.” 

‘c But failing  Lucifer, 1 shall probably be very 
humdrum.’) 

“You don’t mean  that  there is any  thing set- 
tled, Laura?” 

“There is nothing  settled, or any  beginning 
of any  thing  that  ever  can be settled. But I nrn 
not talking  about myself. €10 has told mo thnt 
if you will accept him, he will do any  thing  that 
yon and I may nsk him.” 

Yes ; he will promise.” 
“Did you ever know him  to  break  his word ?I’ 

“I know nothing  about  him, my dear. IIow 
should I P” 

“ D o  not pretend to be ignorant  and  mcck, 
Violet. You do know him, much  bctter  than 
most girls know tbc men they marry. Yon hava 
known him, more 01’ less intimntcly, all your 
life. ” 

“Bat  am Ibound to marry him because of tlmt 
accident P” 

‘ 4  No. vou w e  not bou’ncl to  marry  him, unlcss 
1 

emphatic words, and n littla f o r W d  rnolJon of 
her face, as though dm wcre specially eager  to 
convinco herfriend  that she was quite in onr~o8t 
in  what shc said. 
‘‘1 fmcy, Violct, thnt you are  nearer to loving 

him tllan  any  other  mnn.” 
“1 um not  nt n11 ncnr to loving nny  mnn. I 

loubt  whethcr Iever sllnll be. It does not sccm 
;o me to bc  possiblo to myaelf to loo ~ l m f  girls 
d l  in lovc. Z can  liltc a man. I do lika,, p ~ r -  
laps, hal€ n clown. I liko tl~om so nwcll t l ~ a t  if 
I BO $Q R bourio,or to n .rJtuty il; is quit@ n mnttcr 
)f importance  to mo whether tihis wnn or thnt 
nil1 or will not bc there. And then I supposa X 
girt with them. A t  least  Augusta telln ma that 
my aunt says that I do, But n8 for caring nbout 
xny one of them  in  the way of loving hirn-want- 
h g  to marry him, and have llirn all t o  mysclf, 
xnd t l ~ a t  sort of thing -1 don’t know whnt it; 
neam.” 

But yo11 intcnd to be married some dny,” said 

‘ L  Certafnly I do. Alld I don’t intcnd l o  wnit 
rery much longer. I am heartily tired of Laclg l3nl- 
lock, and though I cnn guncrnlly c w n p  ttm(;ng 
ny  friends,  thnt is not  ~uflicicnt. 1 am bcginntng 
‘o think thnt it woulcl be pleasnnt to lrava N hauso 
)f my own, A girl becomes tnuch a 13ollanlinn 
vhen s110 is alwr~ys  going nbouh, and clocm’t quito 
cnow  whore nny of her thinge aro.” 

Then thoro was Rilencc botween thcm for n f w  
ninutes. Vic.dct EfX~~ghnm wns dot11)Itd up i n  
k corner of R mfa, with  her feet tuclrorl undor 
m ,  nncl her face reclining upon one o f  Ilor 
I~onldcrs. And ns she tnlkod shc MW ])lying 
vith n little toy, wllicl~ wm constructed t o  hrko 
rnrious R I I ~ ~ C S  ns it; wns flung this wny or that. 
‘L by-stnniicr looking n t  her would hn,vc tl10ug11t 
hat t110 toy wns rnlvA1 m r c  to kor tlnn 611o con- 
*orsation. r J d y  Lnurn wns sitting  upigllt, in 
I colnmon chnir, nt, n thble noh f w  from Ilcr 
‘ompanion, and T V ~ H  mnnifestly devoting l ~ o r ~ o l f  
ltogether to the subject tlmt was bcing discuased 
mtwcen thorn, S110 had tnkcn no lounging, 

Lady Luurn. 
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sasy attitude, she had found no employment fo 
her fingers, and  she looked steadily a t  Violet x 
she talked, whereas Violet was looking only a 
the  little  manikin which she tossed. And nov 
Laura got up and  came to the softi, and sat clos1 
to her friend. Violet,  though  she somenha 
moved one foot, so as to seem to  make  room fo: 
the other,  still went on with her play. 

‘(If you do marry, Violet, you must ehoosc 
some one man out of the lot.” 

I L  That’s quite true, my dear. I certainly can’ 
mnrry them all.” 

And how do you mean to  make  the choice ?’ 
“1 don’t know. I snppose I shall toss up.” 
I wish you would be in  earnest with me.” 

(‘ Well; I will be in earnest. I shall  take  th( 
first that comes after I have quite  made up mJ 
mind. You’ll think iz very horrible, but  that ir 
really what I shall do. After all, a husband ir 
very much  like a house or a horse. You don’l 
tnkc your house becnuse it’s the best house in t h  
world, but because just then you want a house. 
You go and  see B house, and if  it’s very  nasty yoc 
don’t tnke it. But if you think i t  will suit prettJ 
well, and if you are  tired of looking  about fol 
houses, yon do  take  it.  That’t  the way onc 
buys  one’s horses, and one’s Imbands.” 

‘‘ And you have not made up your mind yet‘?’, 
Not  quite.  Lady Bnldock was a litblc more 

decent than usual just before I left Baddingham. 
When I told her  that I meant to llave a pair of 
ponies, she merely threw up her hands and grunt- 
ed. She didn’t gnash her teeth, and curso and 
swear, and  declare  to me that I was a child of 
perdition. ” 

What do you mean by cursing and swear- 
ing ?” 

She told me once that if T bought  a  certain 
little dog, i t  would lead to my being everlasting- 
ly-yon know what. She isn’t so squeamish as I 
am, and said i t  out.” 

L c Whnt  did you do 3” 
‘L I bought the little dog, and it  bit my aunt’s 

heel. I wns very sorry then, nnd gave  the  crea- 
ture  to Mary Rivers. €Ie was such a beauty 1 
I hope the perdition has gono with him, for I 
don’t like Mary  Rivers  at all. I l~nd to give tho 
poor beasty to somebody, and Mary  Rivers  hnp- 
pened to be there. I told her  that Puck was 
connected. kith Apollyon, but she didn’t mind 
that.  Puck’ wag worth  twenty gltineas, and I 
dnrc sny she has sold him.” 
“ Oswnld may have an equal chance  then 

among  the  other favorites i’’ said Lndy Lanrn, 
aftel. another pause. 
“ Thero are no ftworites, and T will noh say that 

any man may have a cllance. Why do you press 
me about your brother in this way ’p 
“ Becauge I am so anxious. Because it wodd 

save him. Because you are the only woman for 
whom he has ever cared,  and  because he loves 
you with all his heart ; and because his  father 
mould be reconciled to him tomorrow if hs heard 
that you and he were engaged.” 

L‘ Latira, my dear--” 
‘ L  Well.” 
U You won’t  bo angry if I qenk out 9” 
I‘ Certainly not. After what I havo said, you 

have R right  to speak OIXL” 
( L  I t  scems to  me  that  all vom. reasons aro ren- 

sons why I w  s11ould mawy m e  ; not remons why 
I should  marry him.” 

c (  Is not his  love for you a reason 7’’ ‘‘ No,” said  Violet, pausing, und speaking  the 
word in  the lowest possible whisper. “If he did 
not love me, that, if known t o  me, should be a, 
rcason why I should  not  marry him. Ten men 
may love ma--l don’t say that any man does-” 
‘L He does.“ 
((But I can’t  mamg  all  the ten. And as for 

that business of saving him-” 
“You know what I mean.” 
‘‘ I don’t know that I have any spocial mission 

for saving young men. I sometimos think thnt 
I shall have quite enough  to do to save  myself. 
I t  is strange  what a propensity I feo1 for tho wrong 
sido  of the post.” 

“1 feel the  strongest  assurnncothat you  will 
always koep on tho right  sidor” 

“Thank you, my dear. I ~nonn to try, bnt 
I’m quite sure thnt the jockey who takes me in 
hand  ought to bc very steady himself. NOW, 
Lord Chiltern-” 

Well, out with  it.  Whnt have you to say?” 
“ H e  does not bear tho best roputation in this 

world ns a steady man. Is ho altogether thQ 
sort of man  thnt mammas of the best kind are 
seeking for their  dnughters ? I like  n roud my- 
self;  and a prig who sits  all night i n  tho Hourte, 
m c l  talks  &out  nothing  bnt Church-rates and 
snffrnge, is to M B  intolcmblc. I prefer men who 
are improper, and n11 that sort of thing. If I 
were a man- rnyaelf I should go in  for every 
thing I ought to leave dono. I knbw I should. 
But, you see, I’m not R man,  and 1 ‘must take 
care of myself. The wrong side of the post for 
n woman is 80 very much the wrong side. 1 lilre 
n fast man, but I know that 1 must not dnrc to 
marry  the  sort of man  that I liko.” 
*&TO be one of 11s then-the  very first among 

us-would that be  tho wrong sido ?” 
“You mcun t h n t  to be Lady Clliltorn in the 

present;  tonee, nnd Lady Drentford in thQ  future, 
wonlcl be  promotion for Violet Eflinghnrn in the 
past P” 

H o w  hard  you arc, Violet !” 
“Fancy-that i t  should oorna to this-thnt you 

should call ma hard, Lamura. I should-like“to 
be your sistor. I should like well enonph to Be 
gour father’s dRUghtCC I sh0uld lika wall enough 
to bc Chiltern’s  friend, I am Ma friend. Noth- 
ing  that  any ona has O Y O ~  said of him has es- 
tranged me from him. l hnvo fooaght for him 
till I have been blnck in the face. Yes, I havo, 
with my aunt. 3k1t I ~ I M  afraid to bo his wiFc. 
The rísk woulcl bo so grent, Supposa thnt I clid 
not  save him, but thnt ho brought me to ship- 
wreck instoad ?” 

“Thnt  could n o t  bo !” 
(‘ Could it not? X think  it might be so very 

well. When 1. I Y ~ R  D child tlmy usad to be al- 
ways tolling me to  mind myself. I t  mcms to me 
;hat ,a child and  n man neod not mind them- 
;elves. Let thorn do whht tlmy may, tllcy can 
,e .set right again. Lct them ‘fall ne th&y .vvill, 
you can  put  them on thcir foot. Bult a womnn 
las’ to mind  herself; anil very hard work i t  is 
vhen  she has a clmgan of her o m  driving her 
wer the  wrong wny.l’ 
“ I want  to tnke you €rom the clmgon,” 
(‘Yes; and to hand m e  ovar to n  grifin.” 

The truth is, Violot, that yoa do not know 

“ I did not mcnn to bo uncomplimcntnry, 
3swnld. He is not n griffln.” 
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Take any of the dangerous wild beasts yoc 
please. I merely intend to point  out  that  be i: 
a dangerous wild beast. I dare say he is noble 
minded,  and I will call him a lion if you like il 
better. But even with R lion there is risk.” 

‘ I  Of course there will be risk. There is ris1 
with every man, unless you will be contente( 
with the prig  you described. Of course, thcrl 
would be risk with my brother. B e  has bew i 
gambler.” 

Thev say he is one still.” 
He has given it up in part, and would en 

‘ 6  And they say other  things of him, Laura.” 
‘6 I t  is true. He llns had paroxysms of evi 

life which have well-nigh ruined him.” 
‘ 6  And those paroxysms are so dangerous ! 1: 

he not in debt T” 
“He is, but not deeply, Every shilling tbc  

he oves would be paid; every shilling. Mind 
I know all his circumstances, and J give you mJ 
word that cvery shilling should be paid. He hal 
never lied, and he has told me every thing. Ri 
father codd not leave an  acre  away  from  him if 
he monld, and would not if he could.” 

I did not mk as fearing that, I spoke o n l ~  
of a dangerous habit. A paroxysm of  spendin4 
money is apt  to  make one so uncomfortable 
And then-” 

c Well ?” 
“1 don’t know why I should make a cata. 

6‘ You mean to say that he drinks too mucb P’ 
I do not say so. rcoplesays so. The drag. 

on says so. And as 1: always find her snyingr 
to be y t rue ,  I suppose this is like tho rest of 
them. 

I ‘  I t  is untrue, i f  it be.said of him as a habit,’: 
‘c I t  is anpther pnroxyem- just now anc 

‘(Do aot laugh at me, Violet, when 3c am. tak 

“But, pou sec, i f  I am to be bis wife, it is- 

I 4  Still yon need not ridicula me.” 
“ Dcnr   hu ra ,  y ~ u  know I do not ridiculc 

You know T love you for vlrat  you nr( 
%%g, would  not r do tile same, and fight fol 
him down to  my nails, if I had n brother P” 

‘.‘And tllerefore T want you to be Qs.cvnltlyt 
wife ; because I know that you wou1d fight fol 
him, It is not true that h ß  is a-drunkard, 
Look n t  his hand, which is as steady as yours, 
h a k  rtt his eye. Ts there a sign of it ? XI0 11nr 
been drunk, once or twice porl~aps, and has donc 
fearful things.” 

“It fight be. that ha would do fcnrful thing6 
to me, 

“You never know 8 man with R softer  heart 
or with n finar spirit. I belicve 8s I sit hcrc 
that if he were marricd to-qowow, ]lie vices 
would fall from him like old clothq.lz 

“YOIZ will admit, Laura, that there will bo 
some risk for the wife.” 

“ Of course there will bo a risk. Is there not 
a lpye  ,a risk Tyr 

“ “ h o  .men in  the city would call this double- 
dangerous, 1 think,” said Piolet. Tilen t1xe 
door was opened, and  the man sf whom they 
were speaking entered  the room. 

tirely at your instance.” 

logne of yom brother’s wcaknesses.” 

then. y ’* 
ing his part, or I shall be offcnded.” 

rather important.” 

CZ-IAPTEIZ XI. 
L O R D  U I I I L T B X N .  

THE reader h m  been told  that Lord Chiltern 
was a red man,  and  thnt  peculiarity  of his per- 
sonal appearance was certainly the first to milre 
n strnnger. I t  imparted a certain look of foroc- 
ity t o  him, which was apt to malic men afraid 
of him at first sight. Womcn  arc  not  actuated 
in tho same way, and  aro  accustomed to  look 
deeper into mon n t  tho first sight  tlmn 0 t h ~  
men will trouble thamsclves to do. Iris b c ~ . I  
wns red, and was clipped, BO ns to Ilavo noan of 
the softness of waving hair. Tl10 hair 011 his 
l~end also wns kept short, and wns v c ~ y  l’cd, and 
the coIor of bis fnco was rod. N e v o r t h ~ l ~ s ~  110 
WIS a ,handsome mm, with  well-cat fenturch 
not tall, but very Rtrongly built, and  with n CV- 
tain curl in  tho corner of liis oyolids wllicll 
to him a look of resoIution, which o h p t ~  h 
did not possess. 130 was known ta go n olaver 
man, and when vary young hnd had tho rc])uta- 
tion of being n scholar. When ho ’OYLIS~ thrco- 
and-twcnty grey-haired votorics of tho turf de- 
clnred that he would make his fortuac on tho 
rwc-coursc, so clcar-hcnded vas bo ns to odds, 
so axccllonf a judge OP a 110r80’8 pcrforrnnncos, 
nnd so giftad with a momory of avcnts. When 
be was five-and-twenty hc had lost every shil- 
ling of n fortuna of his own, had squcazod from 
liis father more than his fnther ever chose to 
name in speaking of his affnirs to  any  onc, nncl 
was known to  bo in debt. But ho lmd sacri- 
Accd llimsclf on one ox two n ~ e r n o ~ d h  occasioee 
in conformity with twf lams of 11onol; and lncn 
said of him, oithcr tllnt I10 WIB vcry honoet or 
vcry chivnlric, in nccardnnca with tho spcscid 
yiaws on the sul.~jojoot of tho man who w m  speak- 
ing. Tt wna reportad now that  bc no longor 
ownod horwe on tho turf; but; this was doubtad 
by somß wha could nam0 tho nnirnrrlrs wl~iclx 
tlxay said that  he owned, and which bo m n  in 
tho  name of Mr. Macnab, said some 5 OP Mr. 
Pardoc,  said others ; of Mr, Chickarwick, mid n 
third set of informants. Tl10 fnct wns tlmt 
Lord Chiltern at  this  momont hnd no intercst 
of his own in snp horso upon t h  turf. 

Rut n11 the world knew  thnt ]IC drank, ITe 
11nd tnkon by tho  thront  n proctor’s 11~11- dog 
n l ~ c n  110 Ilad bacn drunk  nt Oxford, bnd ncnrly 
stranglod tho man, and l~nd  boon cxpollod. IIu 
Ilad fdlcn through hiß violcnco into soma tar& 
blo misfortuno nt  Paris, 11nd boen broa~bt  bcforo 
a public judgc, and his name nnd l& infamy 31nd 
been mado notodous in cvcry newnpnpor in tho 
two capitals. After  that ho 11nd fongllt n ruflan 
nt Ncwmnrkct, and Ilad ronlly killad him with  
his fists. I n  rcfcronce to this Inttor nffrny i t  11nd 
been proved thnt tho attack Imcl  bcon xnaclo on 
him, that ho 11ad not bcon to blnmo, nncl that ho 
l1ad not boon drunk. After ~t prolongad invosti. 
gntion ho had corne foreh €rom that affd1* with- 
ou t  disgraco. 310 would have dano so, nt loaet, 
if ho had not been herctofoye disgmccrl. Ijut 
we n11 know 1 1 0 w  tho man t v d l  spokan o f  rnny 
rtonl a Borse, whilo he who is of ovil ropata rnny 
not look over 8 hodgo, I t  \vaß nssortcd widoly 
by many zvlm wcro supposed to know nll ahout 
very thing, that Lord Chiltorn was in B fit of 
lclirium trcmens when ho killed tho F L I ~ I ~ I . I I  nt 
Newmarkot. Tho worst of thnt latter nfMr was 
thnt it produced the  total astrnngornont lvvhioll 
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now existed between Lord Brentford and h’ 
son, ~ o r d  Brentf0l-d mould not believe that h: 

. son was in  that  matter more sinned against  th8 
sinning. (‘Such  things do not  happen Co 0 t h  
men’s sons, he said, when Lady hkzra plende 
for her brothor. Lady Laura could not  induc 

father  to see his son, but SO far prevaik 
that no sentencc of banishment Was pronotlnce 
against Lord Chiltern.  Them WS nothing  t 
prevent son sitting  at his Gather’s table if h 
60 pleased. He never did SO please;  but nevel 
theless he continued to lioe i n  the house i’ 
portman Square ; and when he  met  the  earl7 il 
the hall, perhaps, or on t h  staircase, wou11 
simply bow to him. Then  the  earl  odd bo\ 
again,  and shuffle on, and look very wretched 
as no doubt he was. A grown-up son  mnst b 
the greatest  comfort a man can have7 if he 
liis father’s besf friend ; but OtherWiso he Cal 
hardly be a comfort. As i t  wns in this house 
the son was a constant thorn in his  father’ 
side. 

6 ‘  What does he do when we leave London?’ 
Lord  Brentford once said to  his  daughter. 

He stays here, papa.” 

Yes, he hunts, and he has R room some 
where at an inn,  down in  Northamptonshire 
Bu t  he is mostly in London.  They  have  train 
on pnrpose.” 

What a life for my son I” said the earl 
,‘‘ What a life ! Of course no decent  person wil 
let him  into his house.” Lady  Laura did no1 
know what  to say to this, for in trnth LordChil. 
tern was not  fond of staying at  the homos of 
persons whom the  earl would have called de- 
cent. 

General  Effingham,  the fatlie? of Violet;, and 
Lord Brentford had boen the closest and clearest 
of friends. They  had been young men  in thc 
same regiment, and through life ortch had con. 
fided in  the other. When  the general’s onlj 
son, then a youth of scventecn, was  killecl in onc 
of our grand Now Zenland wnrs,” tho berenvei 
father and the e n d  bad been together for e 
month  in  their sorrow. At that  time Lord Chil. 
tern’s career had  still been opon to hope, and 
the one man had contrasted his lot  with thc 
other.  General  Effingham lived long enougk 
t o  hear the earl declare  to him that  his lot ’(VR! 
the  happier of the two. Now tho  general wa! 
dead, and Violet, the daughter of a second wifq 
was all that was left; of the Effinglmms. This 
second wife had been R Miss Plummer, n lnclj 
from the  city  with  much money, whose sistel 
bad married  Lord  Baldock.  Violet  in this waJ 
had fallen to  the  care of the Baldock people, 
and not into the hands of her  father’s friends. 
But, as the  reader will hava surmised, she had 
ideas of her own of emancipnting herself from 
Baldock thraldom. 

Twice before that  last  terrible affnir nt No*- 
market, before the quarrel between the  father 
and  the son had been complete, Lord  Brentford 
had said R word to his  daughter, mercly a word, 
of his  son  in  connection with Miss Effingham. 

“If ha thinks of i t  1 shall be glad to see him 
on the subject. Your may tell him so.” Thnt 
had been the Arst word. IXe hnd just  then re- 
solved that  the  affair i n  Pnris sl~ould be rognrdcd 
as condoned, ns among  the things to he €orgot- 
ten. ‘‘ Shc  is too good for him i but if he asks 

“But he hunts  still?” 

her  let  him  tell her every thing.” That had been 
the second mord, nndhad been spoken immediate- 
ly subsequent to a payment of twelve thousand 
pounds made by the  earl toward the settlement 
of certain Doncaster accounts. Lady Laurn in 
negotiating for the money had been very elo- 
quent in describing some honest-or shall we s t ~ y  
chivalric-sacrifice  which had brought her broth- 
or into  this special diflìculty. Since that  the 
earl had declined to interest himself in his son’s 
matrimonial aff’nirs ; and when Lady Laura  had 
onco again mentioned tho  matter, declaring her 
belief thnt it would bc the m a n s  of swing her 
brother Oswald, the  earl  had desired her to be 
silcnt. ‘‘ Would you wish to destroy the poor 
child?” he had said. Nevertheless ‘Lady Laurn 
Mt sure that  if she werc to go to her father with 
n positive statement that O s d d  and  Violct were 
agaged, he would relent and would accept Vio- 
[et as his daughter. As for tho payment of 
Lord Chiltern’s present debts-she had n little 
sohame of her own nbout thnt. 

Miss Effinghnm, w110 had been already two 
lays  in  Portman Square, had not as yet seen 
Lord Chiltern. She knew thnt he lived in the 
house, that is, that hc slcpt therc, and probably 
>at his breakfast  in sotne apartment of bis own ; 
>ut she knew also thnt  the habits of the housa 
ivould not by any menns mnkc it necessnry thnt 
;hey should meet. Lnurn and her brother prob- 
lbly saw each other daily, buc they ncver went 
.nt0 society together, and did not know t110 same 
;ets of peoplo. Whcn she had nntrounccd to 
Lady Bnldock her intention of spending the first 
’ortnight of her London season with her fricnd 
Lady Laura, Lady Bnldock had, ns n matter of 
:ourse, c‘ jumped upon her,” as Miss Effingllnm 
vould herself call it. 

“You are going t o  the houso of tho worst 
:cprobatc in all  Ihgland,” said  Lady Bdcloclt. 
“ What ! doay old Lord Brentford, whompnpa 

oved so well ? l 1  

I mean Lord Chiltcrn, who, oaly last year, 
nurdercd a Inan I” 
“ Thnt is not true, nunt.” 
“ Thcre i s  worse than  that, much wor~o. Ere 

s nlways-tipsy, and always ghmbling, and al- 
vaya- But it is quito unfit thnt 1 diould spwk 
b w0.r.d moro to you  nbout such n m m  as L o ~ d  
2hiltern.  IIis nnmc ought novet to be 1ncn- 
;ioncd.” 
” Then why did you hontion  it,  aunt P’’ 
Lady Baldock’s  process of jnrnping upon her 

liece-in  which I think the  aunt  had gcncrnlly 
,he warst of the exerciso-wont on for sorno 
ime, but Violet of course carried her point, 

If she mnrrios him there will bo m cnd of 
very thing,” said Lady  Baldock to llar daugh- 
:r Augusta. 

She has more sonsetllnn  that, mamrnn,a’sniil 
Lufiusta. 
&‘I don’t think she hns any tmAe nt all,” mid 

{ndy Baldock;  not  in  the lenst. I do wish 
ly poor sistcr hac1 lived; I &o indeed.” 
Lord  Chiltern hnd now cn:aroci the room with 

‘iolet, immediately upon that conversation be- 
veen Violct and his sister na to the expediency 
FViolct  becoming his wife. Indeed his entrance 
ad intcrrnpted  the converintion before it wvn 
ver. ‘‘ I nm 80 glad to m e  you, Miss Elling- 
am,” l= said. (6 I caine in  thinking  that I 
light find you.” 
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11 1: I C L  Here I am, as large as life,” she said,. get- 
i / l  %, tin,a up from her corner on the sofa and glvmg :, ‘ r !  him  her hand. ’ l  Laura  and I have been dis- 

li I ’  days, and have nearly  brought  our discussion to 
{ ,/ cussing the affairs of the  nation  for  the  fast two 

, I  i Rn end.” She could not  help looking, first nt 
a ’ \  t \  his eye and then at his  hand,  not as wanting 
‘l R ?  ’ evidence to the  truth of the  statement which his 
1 1  sister had made,  but because the  idea of a drunk 
‘i , :  ard’s eye and s drunkard‘s  hand had beer 
j brought  before  her mind. Lord Chiltern’s hnnt 

; j , ,  was something  in  his eye that almost frightenec 
/ ì  her. I t  looked as though he would not hesitatc 

i to wring his wife’s neck round, if ever he shonlt 
I j  be brought  to  threaten to do so. And  then hi) 

, /  ” eye, like the rest of him, was red. No, she  di¿ 
I i ,  not think  that she could ever  bring herself t( 

, i  ; ’  1 i ’  open to her,  apparently with very  little of dangel 

i loved him, I would do it  all the same,” she snii 

\ i , :  

l “ ,  

I ’  

was like  the  hand of any other man, but thert 

I marry him. Why take a venture  that was double. 
dangerous,  when  there were so many venture! 

‘ I ?  attached to them. ‘(If it  sho~lld ever be that I 
‘ i  i t o  herself. 

“If  I did not come and  see you here, I sup. 
pose that, I should never seo you,” said IE, scat. 
ing himself. “1 do not  often go to parties, ani 
when I do yon are not likclp to be there.” 

i‘ We might  make our little  arrangements fol 

;,l j ’ , 

:l i 
‘;l; 

’ ,  1 meeting,” said she, lnughing. ( L  My  aunt, LadJ 
i; Baldock, is going to have nn evening nem 

week. ’J 

out of tho house.” 
“The servants mould be odered to  put me 

Oh no. You c m  tell her that I invited 

C L  I don’t think  thnt Oswnld and  Lady  Baldock 
are  great  friends,” said Lady Laura. 

‘ L  Or he might come and talio yon and me t o  
the Zoo on Sundny. That’s the  proper  sort af 
thing for a brother  and n friend to do.” 
“.I hnta  that place in  the Regent’s Park,” said 

Lord Chiltern. 
(‘ When were yon therc  last ?’l demanded Miss 

Effingham. 
LCTVllen I came home~once from Eton. But 

I won’t go  again till I can come homc from Eton 
again.’’ Then he altered  his tone as he contin- 
ued to speak. LLPeople would look nt me as if 
I \vere the wildest beast in the -uvhoIe collec- 
tion.” 

L L Then, ” said Triolet, “ íf you won‘t go to Lady 
Baldoclc‘s or to  the Zoo, we must confine our- 
selves to Laura’s dmwing-room ; unless, indecd, 
you like to taka me to the top of tlzc Monu- 
ment.” 

‘ L  1’11 talce you to the top of the Monument wit11 
pIcasure.” 

“What do you my,  Laurn,?” 
“ I say that you are n foolish girl, ” said Lady 

Laurn,  and  that X will have nothing  to do wit11 
such a scheme.” 
“Then there is nothing for it but that you 

should  come  here ; anil as you live in  the house, 
and as I am sure to  be here every morning, and 
as you havo no possible occupation for your time, 
and as we have  nothing  particular to do wit11 
OLIXB, I dare  say I shan’t see you again before 1 
go t o  my aunt’s in Berkeley Square. 

you. v 

“ Vory likely not, ” he snid. 
¿‘ And mhy not, Oswald ?l’ asked his sister. 
R e  passed his  hand over his fnce before he an- 

swercd her. “Because  she  and I run in differ- 
ent grooves now, and  are  not  such  meet playfel. 
lows as we used to be once. Do you remember 
my takiDgyou away  right  through Saulsby Wood 
once on the old pony, and not  bringing you back 
till tea-time, and Miss Blink going and telling my 
father P’’ 

L C  Do I remember it ? I think i t  mas the hnp- 
piest day in my life. E i s  pockets were crammed 
full of gingerbread and  Everton toffy, and we 
had  three bottles of lemonade slung on to the 
pony’s  saddle-bows. I thought  it vas  a pity that 
we should ever come back.” 

“ I t  was a pity,” said Lord  Chiltern. 
‘ L  But, nevertheless, substantially necessary,’’ 

said Lady Laurn. 
“Failing our power of reproducing tho toffy, 

I suppose it was,” said Violet. 
You were not Miss Xffingham then,” said 

Lord  Chiltern. 
U No, not  as yet. These disagrecnblo renlities 

of life grom upon one ; do they not? Yon took 
off my shoes and  dried them for me at a woocl- 
man’s cottage. I am obljged to  put up with my 
maid’s doing those thixigs nom. And Miss 131ink 
the mild is cllnnged for Lady  Baldock  the mar- 
tinet.  And i€ I rode about with you in n woocl 
all  day I should be sent  to Coventry instend of 
to bed. And so y0.u see evcry thing  is Chclngcd 
ns wel1 as my name.” 

‘‘Every thing  isnot  changed,”said Lord Chil- 
tern,  getting up from  his scat. am not 
chnt~gecl,. at lenst not in this, that as I than loved 
you better  than  any being in the world-bctter 
even than  Lnura thcre-so do I lovc you now in- 
finitely the best of nll. Do not look 80 surprised 
nt me. You knew it before as wc11 ns you do 
now; and  Laura knows it.  There is no secret 
to be kept in t h  matkr  nmong PS threo.” 

But, Lord Chiltern--” said Miss EMnghnm, 
rising also to her fact, find then pausing, not 
knowing  how to answer him. There had beon 
a suddenness in his mode of ndclrossing lier 
whicll had, so to say, almost talrcn swny her 
breath ; and  then  to bo told by n, man of his love 
before his sister was in itself, to ‘Ilex*, n mnttcr so 
surprising, tllat  nono of those words came nt hcr 
command which will come, as though by instinct., 
to young Indics on such occasions. 

You have  known it nlwnys,” said IN, cls 
though he wcro angry with hcr. 

“Lord Clliltorn,” she rcplicd, ‘ L y o ~ ~  must ox- 
DUSC me if I say that you nre, nt the lcnst, very 
nbrnpt. I did not  think whcn I w m  gohg back 
30 joyfully to  our old childish days that you would 
turn the tnblcs on ma in this wny,” 

‘ L  Ire l m  said nothing  thnt  ought  to malre you 
nngry, ” said Lady Ltlurn. 

Only becnuse ha Iras clrivan ma to sny that 
which will malte me appear to bo uncivil to him- 
self, Lord Chiltern, I do not l o ~ o  you with thnt 
:ove of which you are speaking now. As nn old 
?ruiend I havo alwnys rognrdcd you, ancl I hopo 
;hat I may nlwnys do so.” Then  she got up  nncl 
ef t  the room. 

Why mcre you so sudden  with her, 80 ab- 
mpt, so loud P l 1  mid hiß sister, coming up to him 
md taking him by  the arm almost in anger. 

(‘It mould make no ilifferenco,” said ho. 
‘ She does not care  for me.” 

(‘It  mnkcv all tho difforonce in tho world,” 
;aid Lady Laura,  Such n woman ns Violet 
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c m  not be had after that fashion. You must be- 

4 4  Thnt  is nonsense. Of C O U T S ~  you will persist. 
I t  was madness to speak i n  that way today. 
Yon may bo sure of this, howcvcr, that  there  is 
110 one shc likes bettor tllnn you. You must re- 
member thnt you havo done much to make any 
girl nt‘rnid of YOU.” 

“1 do rcmember it,?’ 
Do something now to make llcr fear you no 

longer. Speak to har softly. Tc11 her of the 
sort of life which yon monld l ib  with l m .  Tell 
hcr that n11 is chnngad. As she comes to love you, 
sho will believo yott whcn she mould believe no 
one  olse on tbat  matter.” 

( L  Am X to tell her a lie ?lr  said Lord Chiltern, 
looking his sister full  in  the face. Then he turn- 
ed upon his hael and loft her. 

Tm session went on v c ~ y  calmly after  the 
opening battle which ousted L o ~ l  c10 Tcrrier 
nncl sont Mr. Mildmny back to the Tlwwwy- 
so cnlrnly thnt Yllincns Finn W S  unconsciously 
disappointcd, ns lacking  thnt  cxcitcmcnt of con- 
test t o  which he hnd+beon introduced in tho first 
days of his parliamcntnry carear. Prom timo 
to tima certain waspis11 Rttackgl mare made by 
Mr. Daubany, now on this Secretmy OF State 
ancl  now on that ; but thcy were felt by both 
pnrtiou to mem nothing;  and ns no grcnt meas- 
ure wns brought fonvnrd, nothing which would 
serve by tho magnitndc of ik interests to divido 
tho Zibc1*nl sido of the Houso into fractions, Mr. 
Mildmny’s Cnbinct was nllowed to hold its own 
in comprr\tive pcacc and quict. It wns now 
July-tthc middlc of July--nnd the rncmbor for 
Loughsllnne had not yet addressed tho Houscl. 
Elow oftcn be had meditntcd doing so ; how ha 
lind cornpasod his ~ipcechcs walking found tho 
Park on hie way down to the IIouso ; lmw he 
flot his subjccta  up-anly to find OQ hcnring 
thorn cllscussed tlm he really kncw  littlc or 
nbthing about thsm; hovv  lm had his argamcntu 
and almost hie vory mords tnkon out of his 
mouth by! some othcr mcmber ; nnd lastly, how 
he had actually boon deferrcd from gotting upon 
his legs by R cartnin tremor of blood round his 
b c a ~ t  whcn tho rnomcnt for rising had come- 
of n11 this he navcr snid Q word CO m y  man. 
Since that last journcy to county Mayo, Lnu- 
ronce Fitagibbon  llad boen his most intimate 
fviond, Imt ho  enid n o t h q  of all this even  to 
Lnurcnce Fiezgibbon. .Lo his othor friend, Lady 
Lnura Stnndish, 110 did cxplnin something of his 
Winga, not nbsalltkly describing to her  tho ox- 
tant of hindrance to which his modesty hnd sub- 
jectcd him, but lcttinp har know that l10 had 
his qualms na wc11 as his nspirntions. Bat as 
Lady Laurn, dwrtys rccommondcil patience, and 
m ~ c ,  tlmn onco axprossod hor opinion that n 
young rncmbor would bc bcttcr to sit in  silenoa 
n t  lenst fot. onc session, he fvvas not driven to  tho 
‘mortification of fccling that ho WRB incurring 
her contompt by his bn~llfulncss. As rcgnrdcd 
thc  n~cn among whom he lived, 1 think  that ho 
was nlmost annoyed at fincling thnt  no one 

seemed to expcct that he should speak. Bar- 
rington Ede, when he had firet talked of sending 
Phineas down to  Loughshane, had predicted for 
him all manner of parliamentary successes, and 
had expressed the warmest admiration of the 
rnnpner  in which  Phinens bad discussed this or 
that subject nt the Union. “We have not 
abovc one or two  men in the I-Iouse who c m  do 
t h n t  kind of thing,” Bnrrington Erle had once 
said. But now no allusions vvhutevar were made 
to his powers of speech, and Phinens in his mod- 
ast moments began to be more amazed than ever 
that  hc should fiad himsclF seated in  that 
chamber. 

To the forms and tcchnicnlitics of pnrliarnent- 
ary business he did give close attention, and 
was unremitting in his nttcndance. On one or 
two occasions ho vonturcd to ask a qocstion of 
the Speaker, and as tbc words of experience 
fcll into his onrs, ho noulcl tell himself that he 
W S  poing through his education-that he was 
learning to bo a working member, and perhaps 
to be n stntcsmnn. But  his regrcts with refer- 
ence t o  Mr. Lom and t110 dingy chambcrs in 
Old Square werc very frequent ; and llad it been 
possible for him to undo all tbat be had donc, 
he would often llave ubnndoncd to some onc 
elso tho honor of representing tllc eloctorg of 
Lougl~shanc. 

But ho was supported in n11 his difficulties by 
the kindness of his friend, Lady Laure Stand- 
ish. He was often in the house in  Portmnn 
Square, nncl was always received with cordiali- 
ty-and, as he thought, almost wich affection. 
Sho would sit and talk to him, sometimes sny- 
ing a word about Ilor brother  and sometimes 
about her father, as tllough them wcre morebc- 
tween thcm than tho cnsaal intimncy of London 
ncqunintnncc. And  in Yortmnn Squnre hc hnd 
been introduced tu Miss Effinghnm, nnd  lind 
found Miss EiHnglmm to bc-very  nice. Miss 
Effinghnm llnd quito taken to  him, nnd he had 
dnnccd with her  at t a o  or thrco parties, talking 
dwayys, ns ho did so, about Lady Lanra Sta& 
isll. 

I decInre, Laura, I tllink your fricad Mr. 
Finn is in lovo with you,’v Violet said to Lady 
Lnum one night. 

“K don’t think tlmt. He is Pond of me, and 
RO am I of him. IIe is so honest, and so naïvc 
without baing awkward I And then he is un- 
doubtcclly clever. ’! 

And so uncommonly handsomc,” said Vio- 
let. 

I don’t  know thnt that mnlras much differ- 
enCC,’’ said Xady Lnura. 
“ X think i; docs if n  man looks lilre n gcntlc- 

man ns well. 
Mr. B h  ccrtninly loolrs likß a gentIemnn,” 

And no doubt is one,” said Violzt. r‘I 

“Not a pcnny, I should say.f) 
“ H o w  docs such a man manage to live? 

Thoro nro BO many men like t;hat, nnd they n.re 
nlways mysteriw to MB. T suppose he’ll have 
to mnwy an heiress. l’ 

‘(Whoever gats him will not,hnve n bad hus- 
band,’’ said Lady Lnurn Stsndish. 

Phincas  during tho slmxner 11nd very often 
met Mr. Kcnnody, They sat on thc same ddc 
of tho  iou usa, they belongod to tho same club, 

Q 

said Lady 1,nura. 

wonder whcther he has got any money, 



thev  dined  together  more  than oncc in Portma: 
SqGare, and on one occasion Phineas  had ac 
ceptecl an invitatioll to dinner  sent to him b, 
Mr. ICennedy himself. “A slower affair I neve 
saw in my life,” he said afterward to Laurenc 
Fitzgibbon. c‘Though  there were two or thre 
men  tbere  who  talk everywhere else, they couL 

- not tolk nt his tczble.” c (  I’ie gave you good winc 
I should  say,” said Fitzgibbon,  and  let me tel 
you that covers a multitude of sins.” I n  spitc 

,‘I i 1 however, of all these opportunities for intimacy 
i: now, nearly at  the  end of the session, Phinea 
1 ‘i had  hardly  spoken n dozen mords to Mr. Ken 
/ j ’  
14 i ’ . 
l i  
/ i  Kim to be on  good terms with Mr, Kennedy, an( 
t ’  for  that rcnson he had  dined  with him. Nevcr 
1 :  ’ theless he disliked Mr. Rennedy,  and felt quitt 

1 1  sure  that Mr. Xennedy disliked him. He WS , l  i ,  therefore  rather surprised mhcn he received th 
l ,  following note : 

nedy, and really knew nothing whatsoever ol 
the  man,  as  one friend-or ewn  as one  acquaint 
rtnce-knows another. Lady  Laura had desire( 

l ,  

‘LAIbany, Z 3, July lT, 180--. 
r c E / I ~  DEAR MR. FINN:-I shall  have som1 

friendsat Loughlinter next  month,  and should b1 
very glad if yon will join us. I will name thc 
1Gth August. I don’L know whether you shoot 
but there are grouso and deer. Yours truly, 

c ROBEET EENNEDY”. 

What was ho to do T He lmd already begal 
t o  feel ratl~er uncomfortable tho prospect ol 
being  separated from all his new friends as so01 
RS the sessicm should be over. Laurence  Fitz. 
gibbon had asked him to make  anothcr visit t( 
county Mayo, but  that he had declined. Ladj 
Laura  had said something to him  about goink 
*abroad with 11er brother, and since that therc 
had sprung up s sort of intimacy bctwcen hiv 
and Lord CI~iltern; but  nothing had been fixe( 
about  this foreign trip, and  there mere pecuninr! 
objections to it which put it almost out of hi: 
power. The Christmas holidays he would of 
course pass with his family a t  Rillnloe, but lu 
hnrdly  liked  the  idea of hurrying off to Killaloc 
immediateIy the session shonld be over, Ever] 
body around him seemed to be  looking fonvnri 
to  pleasant  leisure doings in the country. Mer 
talked  about grouse, and o f  the ladies nt thc 
houses to  whicl~ they merc going  and of the peo. 
ple whom they merc to mcct. Lady Laurn had 
said nothing of lier own moyemcnts for the  earlj 
autumn, and no  invitation had come to him t c  
go to  the earl’s country house. ;[-IC had already 
felt  that evesy ona  would dcpart  and  that ]IC 
would be left, and this had  made him uncom- 
fortable. Wlmt wns hc to do with the  invitation 
from Mr. Kennedy? Ho disliked tho man,  and 
had told himself half a dozen times that he do- 
spised him. Of course he mnst refusc it. Even 
for the sake of the scenery, and tho grouse, and 
the pleasant party, and  the feeling tbnt going to 
Loughlinter i n  August would be the prolm- sort 
of thing to do, he must refusc it ! But  it  occur- 
red to him at  last  that be would cnll in Portman 
Square before he wrote his Qotc, 

‘CThcre is  nothing uncivil in  not  accepting R 
man’s invitation,” said 72hineas. 

c“c7Te are going,” said Lady Laeru, and I 
can only say that I shall be disappointed if you 
do not go too. Both Mr. Gresham  and Mr. 
Monk  will be there,  and I believe thcy  have never 
stayed together in the  same house beforc. 1 
have no doubt therc are a dozen men on your 
side of the House who would gim  their eyes to 
be there. Of course you will go.” 

Of course he did go. The note  ncceptîngllr. 
Kennedy’s invitation was written nt the Reform 
Club within a quarter of an hour of his Icaving 
Portman Squarc. I-zc mas very careful in writ- 
ing to be not more familiar  or more civil than 
Mr. Kennedy  had been to himself, and  then he 
signed himself ‘‘ Yours truly, Pl~inens  Finn.” 
But  another proposition was made to him, and 
a, most charming proposition, during t h  fcm 
minutes that  be  remained  in  Portmnu Square. 
‘ L  I am so glad,” said Lady Lanrn, “ becauso I 
cnn now nslr you to run down to us at Snulsbp 
for n couple of days on your way to Loughlinter. 
Till this was fixcd I couldn’t ask yon to  como 
all the way to Saulsby for two days ; nncl thcre 
won’t be room for more between our leeving 
London and  starting to ILoughlintes.” Phineas 
swore that he would llave gone if it l1ad becn 
but for one hour, and if Snulsby had been twice 
the clistancc. “Very wel1 ; come on the 13th 
and go on the 15th. Yon must go on the 15th, 
unless you choose to stay ïvith  tllc housclrccper. 
And rcmcmbcr, Mr. Finn, wc 11avc got no grousa 
nt Sadlsby.” Plrincns declared that  he clid not 
care n straw for grousc. 

Thcrc tvas another  little occurrcncc wllich 
happened before I’hinenslcft London, and ~vhich 
was not  altogctller so charming as his prospccts 
nt Snulsby and Loughlinter.  Early  in  August, 
when tho session ~vns still incompletc, ho“ dincd 
with Laurencc  Pitzgibbon at  the Rcform Club. 
Lnurcnce bad specially invitcd bin1 to do so, nnd 
made very much of him on the occasion. “?y 
George, my clenr fellaw,” Lnurcnco  said to lllnz 
that  morning,  ccnothing l m  happened to ma 
this scsbion thnt  hns given me so much p~Ca5Urb 
as your being in tho I-Iouse. Of courm tl~cre 
are fcllotvs with whom one is very  intimnte  and 
of whom one is very fcmil-nnd n11 tllnt sort of 
thing. But most of thesc Englishnlcu on our 
side aro snch cold  fellows ; or olse t h y  nrc lika 
Ratler nnd Barrington Erlc, thinking of nothing 
but politics. And then as to our own men- 
:herc arc 80 mnny of t l~cm on0 can hnrdly trust ! 
rhat’s the  truth of it. Your being in tho Houso 
3as been such n comfort to mc !” Yhjnans, who 
:eally liked his friend  Laurcncc, expressad him- 
:elf very warmly i n  answer to this, and became 
Lffcctionatc, and made sundry protestations of 
YiendJlip which were perfectly sinccre. Thcir 
;inceri$ wns tostod nfter  dinncr, when Pitzgib 
)on, as they were scated on a sofa in  tho corner 
)f the smoking-room, nskod Phineas to put  his 
lnme to  the back of t! bill for two hundred and 
ifty pounds nt six months’ date. 

But, my dear Laurenco,” said Phincag 
c two hundred  and fifty nounds  is  a  sum af‘ mon- 
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-“Of courBe you will go,)’ said Lady Laura, ey uttorly beyond my i-&ch.” 
in her most decided tone. ( I  Exactly, my dear boy, and that’s why I’vo 

L t An d P )’ C O ~ Q  to vou. D’p  think I’d llave asked any 
“ I n  the first place it is  civil in him to  ask body whdby any impossibility might hava boon 

yon, and why should you bc uncivil in return?” made to pny any  thing for me?” 
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dLBut what’s the use of it  then?” 
l ‘  All the use in  the world. It’s for me t o  

judge of the ose, you know, Why, d’ye think 
I’d ask i t  if it wasn’t of use ? I’ll make it oi 
-ase, my  boy. And take my word, you’ll nevel 
llcar  about it again. It’s just a forestalling of 
my salary ; that’s ‘all. I wouldn’t do i t  till 1 
saw that wc were nt least safe for six months tc 
come.” Then Phineas Finn with many mis- 
givings, with much inward hatred of himself 
for his own weakness, did put his name on thc 
bnclc of the  bill which Laurence  Fitzgibbon had 
prcparod for his signature. 

__..+r__ 

CHAPTEE XIXX. 
S A U l [ r S B $  W O O D .  

‘( So you won’t come to  Moydrnm  again?’ 

L L Not this autumn, Laurence,  Your  fathel 

“Bedad, it’s my fnthcr mould be glad to sec 

“ The fact is, my time  is filled up,’7 ‘‘ You’re not  going to be one of the party al 
Lougldinter 7” 
(‘1 believe I am. Kennedy nsked mc, and 

pcoplo seem to think  that cvory  body is to dc 
what 110 bids them.” 
‘‘ I shonld think so too. 1 wish he had asked 

me. Ishouldhave thought i t  as good as 8 promise 
of an under-secretarysbip. A11 the Gabinet  are 
to be there. X don’t suppose he ever hnd an 
Irislimnn in his house before, When  do you 
stnrt 7” 

L L Wcll-on the 12th or !:th. I belicvo I shall 
go to Snulsby on my way 

‘ L  Tllc devil you  will t Upon my word, Phin- 
cns, my boy, yon’re the luckiest fellow I know. 
This is your first year> and you’re asked t o  the 

‘ two most difficult houses in  England. $,u have 
only CO lonk out for an heiress now. I’here is 
little Vi Efingham-she is sure to be nt Sauluby. 
Good-bye, old fellow. Don’t you bo in  the least 
unhappy  about tho bill. I’ll seo to making  that 
all right.” 

Pllinoas was rather unhappy about the bill; 
bat thoro was so much  that WILS pleasant in h is  
CLIF at the present moment, that he resolved, as 
far as possible, to  ignore  the  bitter of that one 
ingrcdicnt. Ho was a little in tho dark as to 
two OT three  matters respecting tbcse coming 
visits. Tl0 mould have liked t o  llave taken 
scrvant with him ; but he had no servant, and 
felb nsht~rnod to hire one for the occasion. And 
thon he was in trouble about n gun, nndthepara- 
phcrnnlin of ellooting. I-Ie w ~ t s  not n bad shol 
nt s n i p  in tho bogs of county Clare, but he 
had never even seen a gun used in  England. 
However, ho bought himself a gtm, with 0 t h ~  
I)araphcrnalin, and took a license for himself, 
and then groaned over tho expense to which he 
found thnt his jaurnay would subject him. And 
nt last ha hired a sorvant for the occasion, Ht: 
~vvns intcnsoly ashamcd of himself when he had 
clone so, hating himself, and telling himself thal 
ha was going to the devil hoadlong. And whj 
had ho dono i t ?  Not thnt  Lady  Laura would 
likß him  the  bcttsr, OF that she would car( 
wvhothor he had n servant or not. Shc probabl~ 
would know nothing of his servnnt. But thc 

said Lnurencc Fitzgibbon to his friend. 

’ monld think  that I mant to live there.” 

yon-and the oftener the bctter.” 

people about her would know, and he was fool- 
ishly anxious that tlm  people about her should 
thiulr that he tvas worthy of her. 

Then he called on Mr. Low before he started. 
“ I did  not lilre to leave London  without  seeing 
yont” he said ; ‘(but I know you will have 
nothing pleasant to say to me,’’ 

L L I shall say nothing unpleasant certainly. I 
see your name in  the divisions, and 1 feel asort 
of envy myself. l’ 

‘ b  Any fool could go into a lobby,” said Yhin- 

To tell you the truth, I have been gratified 
to see that you have had t h o  patience to  abstain 
from speaking d l  you had looked about you. I t  
mas more than I expected from your bo t  Irish 
blood. Going to meet Mr. Gresham and Mr. 
Monk, are you? Well, I hope you may meet 
them in the Cabinet some day. Mind you come 
and sec me when Parliament meets in Xeb- 
ruary.” 

Mrs. Bmce was delighted when she found  that 
Phineas had hired a servant ; but Mr. Bunce 
predicted nothing but evil from so vain an ex- 
pense. cCDon’t tell me ; where is it to come 
from ? I-Ie ain’t no richer because he’s in Par- 
liament.  There ain’t no wages. M.P. and M. 
T.”--whcreby Mr. Bunce, I fear, meant empty- ‘‘ aro pretty  much alike when a man hasn’t nfor- 
tune at  his back.” he’s going to stay with 
all  the lords in  the Cabinet,” said Nrs. Bunce,  to 
whom Phineas, in his’ pride, had confided per- 
haps more than was necessary. ‘ r  Cabinet, in- 
deed,” said Bume ; ‘‘ if he’d stick to  chambers 
End let alone cabinets, he’d do  a deal better. 
Given up his rooms, has he-till February ? He 
don’t expect we’re going to  keep  them  empty for 
him !” 

Phineas  found  that  the house was full at 
3aulsby, although the sojourn d the Tisitors 
vould necessarily be so short. There were three 
)r four there on  their way on to Loughlinter, Eke 
limself-Mr. Bonteon and Mr. Ratler, with Mr. 
Palliser, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
.lis wife-and there was Violet Effinglmm, who, 
however,  vas not going to Loughlinter. “No, 
indeed,’’ she snid to our hero, who on the first 
wcning had the pleasure of taking  her  in  to din- 
ner, unfortunntely I haven’t a seat in Par- 
liament, and therefore Z am not asked.” 

cas. 

U Lady  Lawn ia going.” 
U Yes ; but Lady Lnurn has a Cabinet Min- 

ister in her keeping. I’ve only one comfort- 
you’ll bc  awfully dull.” 

4‘ I dare any i t  would be very much nicer to 
stay here,” said Phineas. 

6‘ If you want to know my red mind,” said 
Violet, ((1 give one of my little fingers to 
go. There mill be four Cabinet Ministers in $he 
]louse, and four  unCnbinet Ministers, and half R 
dozen other members of Parliament, and there will 
b a h d y  Glencora Palliser, who is the best filn 
in  tho world ; and, in point of fact, it’s the  thing 
of the year. But I am  not asked. YouseeIbe- 
long to the  Baldock faction, nnd wß don’t sit on 
your side of the House. Mr. Eennedy  thinks 
that I should tell secrets.” 

Why on  earth had Ms. Kennedy invited him, 
Phineas  Finn,  to mect four Cabinet Ministers 
and Lady Glencorn Palliser P He could only 
llave done so at tho instance of Lady Laws 
Standish. It tvas delightful for  Phineas  to  think 



43 PHINEAS FINN, THE IRISH MEMBER. 
that Lady Laura cared  for him so deeply ; but 
i t  mas not equally delightful when he remember- 
ed  how very close must be the  alliance between 
&[r. Kennedy  and  Lady  Laura, when she was 
thus powerful  with him. 

A t  Saulsby Phineas did not see much of his 
hostess. When they were making  their plans 
for the one entire  day of this visit, she snid a 
soft word of apology to him-“ I am so busy 
with all these people, thnt I hardly know what I 
am doing. But v e  shall be able to find n quiet 

li # ’  
minute ör two at Loughlinter-unless, incïeed 

I r  you intend  to be on t h  mountains all day. l 

l ’  I else ?l’ 

i suppose you have brought n gun like every bo$ 

r !  “Yes ; I have brought a gun. I do shoot 
,I but I am  not an invcternte sportsman.” 

; G  On  that one day  there was a great riding-party 
I made up, and Phineas  found himself mounted, 

, j  

1 

I )  

;:I k after luncheon, with some clozen other eques. 
# t  trians.  Among  them were Miss Effingham and 

Lady Glencora, Mr. Ratler and  the Earl oj 
Brentford himself. Lady Glencora, whose hus- 

Exchequer, and who was still  n  young wonlan, 
and a very  prctty woman, bad  taken  lately  vcrj 
strongly  to politics, which she discussed among 
men and women of both pnrties with something 
mow than  ordinary audacity. “Whnt a nicc, 
hnppy,lazy time you’ve had of it since you’ve been 
in,” said she to tíle earl. 

I hope wc have been morc happy than  lazy,” 
said the earl. 

‘ I  But you’ve done nothing. Mr. Palliser hns 
twenty schemes of reform, all  mature; but 
among you you’vo not lc?t him bring  in  one of 
them. The dukc ‘nnd Mr. Mildmay and you 
mill break his heart among you.” 

I l  band was, as has been said, Chancellor of thc 

6 ‘  Poor Mr. Palliser l” 
“The truth  is, if yon don’t take dare ha  and 

Mr.  Monk  and Mr. Gresham will arise  and shake 
themselves, nnd turn you a11 out.” 

‘( We must  look  to ourselves, Lady Glcncora.” 
“Indeed, yes ; or you will be  known  to n11 

posterity RS the fainennt  government.” 
“Le t  mo tell you, Lady Glencorn, thnt CI 

fainennt  government is not  the worst govern- 
ment  thnt  England  can hnve. It; has been t h c  
great  fault of our politicinns that thoy have all 
wanted to do something,” 

“Mr.  Mildmay is nt nny rate  innocent of that 
charge,” said Ladg. Glencors. 

They were now riding  through n vast wood, 
and Phineas found himsclf delightfully establish- 
ed by the side of Violet Effinghnm. “Mr. Rat- 
ler has been explaining to me thnt ho must  I~nve 
nineteen  next session. Now, if I mere you, Mr. 
Zinn, I mauld decljne to be counted up in  that 
~ v n y  ns one of Mr, Ratlar’s slleep.” 

“But what am X to do ?” 
“DO something on your own hook. You men 

in  Parliament are so mach like sheep! If one 
jumps at a gap, all go after him-nnd thman you 
are penned  into lobbies, and tben you nl-0 fad, 
and then you aro fleeced. J: wish I Ivore in 
Parliament. I’d Ket  up in the middla and maka 
such a speech. You all secm to mß to be so 
mueh rtfrnid of one  another thnt you  don’t quite 
dar6 to speak out. Do you seo that cotage 
there ?I’  

“ What n pretty  cottage it is I ”  
I‘ Yes ; ia it  not? Twelve years ago f took 

off my shoes and stockings and  had  them dried 
in  that cottage, and when I got  back to the IIOUSC 
I was put to bed for having been out  all  day in 
the wood.” 

(‘Were you wandering  about  alone?” 
“No, I wasn’t alone. Oswald Standish wns 

with me. We were childten then. Do you 
know him 3” 

I have been rather  friends  this  year.” 
“Lord  Chiltcrn ; yes, I know him. 130 and 

“@e is very good ; is he  noti” 
‘ 4  Good-in whst way 7” 
‘ G  I-Ioncst  ltnd generons.” 

I know no man who I believc to bo more 
so.” 

“And he is clever?”  asked Miss Einngham. 
rcVery clever. That is, he talks very well  if 

you will let him tnlk after  his own fashion, 
You mould  always fancy  thnt ho was going to 
eat you but tlmt is his way.” 

U And yon like him Y ’  
L L Very much. 
“1 am so glad to henr you sny so.” 

Is he n favurite of yours, Miss Effinglmm ?” 
“Not now-not particulnrly. Z hardly ever 

see him. But his sister is tho best friend I havc, 
and I used to like him so much when ha W S  n 
boy! I hnve not seen that  cottngc sinco tllnt 
day, and I remember i t  as though it  wwc ycstcr- 
clay. Lord  Chiltern is quite changed, is ho 
not 1” 

“Chnnged-in what  wny?” 
‘ I  They used to say thnt 11c was-unstcndy, yon 

know,” 
“I think  be is chngcd. But Clliltcrn ìs nt 

llenrt n Bohcmian. It is impossiblo not t o  $eo 
thnt n t  once. 110 hates  tho dccencics of life." 

I suppose h o  does,” said Violet. “Ife 
ought to rnnrry. If ho  were married, thnt would 
all be cured 3 don’t yon think c10 P” 
‘(Z can not fancy him with n wife,'' said Pllin- 

ens. “Thero  is a savagery ttbont him which 
would make him  au uncomfortable companion 
for a woman.” 

I L  But ho weald love liis wife P” 
L ‘  Yes-ns ho does his horses. And lrc w o ~ ~ l i l  

treat  her well-aa ha docs bis horscs. Tj~l t  110 
cxpccts evcry horse lm has to c10 nny  thing t,l~rlt 
nny horsc cnn do ; and he wonld oxpoct tlro mw 
of liis wifc.” 

Phineas hnd no  idea how dccp nn injt t~y he 
might  be doing his friend hy tl& ctoncription, 
nor did it oncc O C C I I ~  to him thnt his compnrlion 
yns thinking of hcrsclr ns tho possiblo wil‘o OP 
th is Rod Indinn, Miss Eíllnghnm rodo on ill 
silcncc for some distance, and then s116 snid but 
ono word moro about Lord Chiltorn. (‘Eh wns 
so good to ma in  thnt cottngo.” 
O n  the following day tho  party  at R n u l s l ~  

\W broken up, nnd thara wns a rcpnlm* yilgri111”- 
nge toward Loughlinter.  Phinans rarwlvcrl upon 
sleeping a night at Edlnburgh on hirr way, nnd 
he found himself joined in tho bnnds of closa 
:ompanionship with Mr. Rntler for tho occnsion. 
rho evening wns by no monns thrown nwny, for 
le learned much o0 his trade from Mr. ZZntlcl-, 
And Mr. Ratlor tvns henrd to clcclnra nftcrwnnl 
kt Loughlintoz. that Mr. Finn was a plonsant 
young man. 

I t  soon enme to  bo ndmittcd by n11 who knew 
Pbineas Finn  thnt ha had n peculiar powar of 
making l~imself ngrocnblo which no one kncw 
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how to  analyze or define. Ithink  it is becauo 
he listens so well,” said one man. “But  th( 
women wouldnotlike  him for that,” said another 
‘6 I-Ie has studied  when to listen  and when t1 
talk,” said a third. The truth, however, was 
that  Phineas Winn had made no  study in th1 
matter  at all. I t  was simply his nature to bc 
pleasant. 

c__c_I 

CHAPTER XIV. 
LOUGHLINTEB. 

YmwAs FINN reached Loughlinter togethel 
with Mr. Ratler  in a post-chaise from the neigh, 
boring town. Mr. Rntler, who hadaone this kini 
of thing  very often before, traveled  without im. 
pediments, but  the new servant of our hero’s wat 
stuck outside with thc driver, and was in t h  
way, “1 ncyer bring a man with me,”  said Mc 
Rntlcr to his young  friend. ‘ L  Tho servants of thc 
house liko i t  much  better, becnuse they get fee’d j 
you are just ns well waited  on, and it don’t cost 
half as much.” Phincas bltlshed as he hcard all 
this;  but there was the impediment, not  to IC 
got rid of fol* the noncc, and  Phincas  made t h e  
be$  of his nttendnnt. (‘It  is one of thosc 
points,” sttid he, ns to which n man nevcr 
quite mnkcs up his mind. If you bring n fellow, 
you wish you hadn’t brought him ; and if you 
don’t, y011 wish you had.” ‘(I’m n grcnt den1 

. more decided in my ways than  th~tt,” said Mr. 
Raelcr. 

Loughlinter, a~ thay approached it, seemed 
to Phineas to  be n much finer p l~ce   than  Sauls- 
by. And so i t  wns, except  that  Loughlintcr 
wanted that  grmeful beauty of age which SnuIs- 
by posscsscd. Loughlinter was all of cut stone, 
but the stoms had bcan cut only yesterday. I t  
stood on n gcntlo slope, with n greensward €all- 
ing from the  front  entrance down to LC mount- 
nin Idce. And on the  other side of the Long11 
thcre roso n mighty mountnin to tllc Shies,  Bcn 
Lintcr. A t  the foot of it,  and  all around to tllc 
loft, thcre ran tho woads of Linter,  stretching for 
miles through  crags and bogs and mountain 
lands. No better ground for dcer than  the side 
of Ben Lintcr was thoro in all thosc highlands. 
And t110 Lintor,  rushing clown into tho Lough 
through rocks whicb, i n  some places, almost met 
togcther nbove its waters, ran so near to tho house 
that  the plansant mise of its  cataracts could be 
l~oard from the  hall door, Bollinil the llousc 
tho expnnsa of druinod park lend scemccl to 
be  intcrminal~le; and then, again, carno t h e  
mountains. There wcre Ban Linn  and Ben 
I;orly, nnd the whole territory belonged to Mr. 
ICennedy. Ho was Laird of Linn and Laird of 
Lintor, as his peopIe used to say. And yec his 
fttthcr tud wnlked into Glasgow as a little boy 
--no doubt with tho normal haIf-crown in his 
brecchcs pockct. 

‘‘ Magnificent-iu i t  not P” snidPhinons to the 
Treasury Sccrctnry, as thcy wcre being driven 
up to the door. 

Very granci ; but the young trees show tho 
new man. A new man mny buy II forest;  but 
he can’t  gct park trees.” 

Phinoas, nt the mument, was thinking how 
Br all these things which he saw, thc mountnins 
stretching everywhere around him, the castle, 
tho  lake, tho river, tho wcalth of i t  nll, and, more 

than  the wealth, the nobility of the beauty, might 
act  as temptations to Lady Laura Standish.  If 
8 woman were asked to have the half of all this, 
would i t  be possible thnt she should prefer  to 
take the half of his nothing? I-Ie thought i t  
might be possible for a girl who  would  confess, 
Or Seem to confess, that love should be every 
thing.  BU^ it could hardly be  possible for n 
woman who looked nt the world almost as a 
man looked at it-as an oyster to be opened 
witli such weapon as she could find ready to ber 
hand. Lady Lnurn professed to have a caro for 
all  the  affairs of the world. She loved politics, 
and could talk of socid scicncc, and had broad 
ideas  about religion, and was devoted to certain 
educational viows. Such a woman wodd feel 
that  wealth was necessary to her, and would be 
willing, for the sake of wealth, to put up with a 
husband without romance. Nay;  might  it  not 
be that she would prefer a husband without ro- 
mance? Thus Phineas was arguing  to himself 
ns he was driven up to  the door of Loughlinter 
Castle, while Mr. Ratlor was eloqucnt on the 
beauty of old pnrk trees, After  all, n Scotch 
forest is a very scrubby sort of thing,” said Mr. 
Rntler. 

Therc WS nobody in  the house-at least, 
they found nobody; and within half an hour 
Plzineas was walking about the  grounds by him- 
self. Mr. Rntler had dcclnred himself to be de- 
lighted nt l~aving an opportunity of writing lotters 
-and no doubt was writing them by the dozen, 
nll dated from Loughlinter, und all  detailing the 
Facts tfmt Mrt Gresham, and Mr. Monk, and 
Plnntagenet Palliser, and Lord Breitford were 
:n the same house with him. Phinens had no 
.etters to write, and therefore rushcd down across 
;he broad lawn to the river, of which he henrd 
the noisy tumbling waters. There was some- 
thing in  the air which immediately filled him 
with high spirits ; nnd, in  his dcsirc to invcsti- 
gatc the glories of the pince, ho forgot that he 
was going to dine  with  four  Cabinet Ministers 
in a row. He soon roached the  stream, nnd be- 
gan to mnkc his way up i t  through t h  mvine. 
Thcre was water-fall over wntcr-fall, and there 
were little bridges here and them which looked 
to be llnlf natural nnd l d f  artificial, and  a  pnth 
which requircd thrtt you should climb, but 
whicll was yet n path, nnd all was so arranged 
that not n pleasant plashing of the waters wns 
lost to tho visitor. He went on and on, up the 
stream, till tl~cre IVRS n sharp turn  in  theravine, 
nnd then, looking upward, he saw above his 
head a man and n woman standing  together on 
one of the  little half-made wooden bridges. EIis 
?yes \vere sharp, and hc saw nt  n  glance  that 
,ho womnn was Lady Laurn Standish. He had 
lot recognized the man, but he had very little 
loubt thnt  it WRS Mr. 1Cennedy. Of conme it 
vas Mr. ICenncdy, because ho wonld prefcr that 
t should bo any other  mnn  under the sun. He 
vould have turned  back at once if he had thought 
hat I1e could have done so without h i n g  ob- 
mved;  but  ho  felt  sure  that,  standing  as thcy 
vere, they must have observed him. EIS did 
lot lilm to join them. fIe would not  intrudo 
limself. So he remained still, and bcgan to 
brow stones into the  river, But he hnd not 
hrown above a stone or two when he was called 
ion1 above. He  looked up, and  then ho por- 
:eiveil that the. man who cnlledbim was his host. 
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path through the woods to tho back of tho 
l~ouse. As t h y  wcnt ho relapsed into his usual 
silence, and the conversation was kept up bc- 
tween the  other two. At n point not very fnr 
from the castle-just so far that o m  could sec 
by the brcnlr of the  ground whcro the castle 
stood, XCcnncdy left them. “Mr. Firm will 
take you back in  snfcty, I am slwc,’’ snicl he, 

and, ns I am here, 1’11 go 111) to tho f m n  for n 
momcnt. If I don’t show myself now and ngain 
when I am ~ C T O ,  they think I’m indiffcrcnt about 
thc bcstials.’ ” 

J t N ~ w ,  Mr. Kennedy," said Lady Laurn, 
ccyou are going t o  prctcnd to understand all 
nbout shecp and oxcn.” Mr. ICennacly, owning 
tlmt i b  was s 4  wcnt nwny to bis farm, m d  ~11in- 
eas with Lady Laura returncd toward thc h0uso. 
( 6  I think, upon tho mholc,” said Lady L ~ L w ~ ,  
“that that is as good n man as I know.’’ 

L (  I should think  be  is an idlc one,” mill Phin- 

(6 1 doubt that. H o  i s  pcrhnps neither zcalous 
nor active. But lia is thoughtful and hig11- 
principlccl, and hns n mcthod and a purposc in 
the use which ho mnkcs of his moncy. And you 
see thnt he hns poetr in his naturc 400, if you 
get him npon tlzo rig& etring.  ow fond 110. is 
of the accncry o€ this placo I ”  

Any man would bo fond o f  that. I’m 
nshamcd to say that i t  almost makos me cnvy 
him. Iccrtninly ncver bnve wishcd tobo Mr.  Rob- 
crt ICcnnedy in London, but J should likc t o  be 
the Laird of Longhlinto~*.” 

IC Laird of Linn ancl Laird of Lintor-IXcrc 
in summcr, gonc in winter.’ TIIC~Q i s  8omc bnl- 
lnd nboat tllc old lnircls ; but timt bclongs to IL 
tima whcn Mr. Kennedy  had  not boon hoard of, 
whon sorno branch of tllc Macltansies livccl dann 
nt that wretcllod old tower wl~ioh you 800 ns you 
firat comQ upon Oho lnke. Whan old Mr4 Icen- 
nedy bought it thoro WWO hanlly II hnnclrcd 
ncres on tlza propevty ander cultivation,” 

And it  bolongccl to tho Mackan&ie P’’ 
“PGs; to tho Mnckenzia of Linn, ns 110 wns 

cnllcd, It was Mr. Ilonnocly, thc old mm, who 
was Amt cnlled I~ougl~lintor.  That is Linn ens- 
tle, and  they livcd thora far hundroda OF ~rcn~*s. 
But thcso Tlj~hlnndcrs, wit11 d l  thnt  is snit1  of 
their fnmily prido, hnvc forgotten tho Mnckcnzios 
alrcacly, nnd ara quite proud of tllair rich land- 

cas. 

lora.l’ 
L i  That in unpoetical,” snid Phincns. 
lLPes ; but thon octry ie 80 lrsually h l m  I 

doubt wllct~lor ScoSnnd would not huw bocn Ra 
pfosaic n country a8 m y  endor  tha sun but for 
Walter  Scott; and S l w o  no doubt thnt Honry 
V. OWOB tho romanco o f  his ehrtrackor altogothar 
to Shnkrspenrc.” 

I somotimcs think you clospise poetry, ” snid 
Phincas, U 

**When it  isf also I do. Tho di03culty is to 
know mhcn it  is falsa and whcn i t  Its truc, Tom 
Moore was nlways false,” 

Not so false as Elyran,” snicl Phinaas with 
oncrgy. 

‘ c M ~ c h  moro so! rnyfriond. Bnt wo will not 
iiscuss thnt now. Have yon 8con Mr. &lonk: 
sinco you havo boen  hore?” 
‘‘X havo Beon no one. IC cnmo with Mr. 

Ratler.” 
Why with Mr. Rttttler ? P o n   CIL^ not find 

Mr. Ratlor tt companion ~ n w h  to your tnstc,” 
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c t  Chnncc brought 11s together. But Mr. Rat- 
Ier is a man of  sense, Lndy Lnura, and is not to 

(‘It always seems to me,’’ said Lady Laura, 
“that  nothing is to be gained i n  politics by sitting 
a t  the feet of tho  little Gamaliels.” @ 

But the  great Gamaliels will not havo a nov- 
ice’ on their footstools.” 

U Then sit nt no man’s feet. 1 s  i t  no t  astonish- 
ing  that the  price generally put upon any article 
by  the world is that which the owner puts on i t  ? 
and thnt  this is specially true of a man’s own 
self?  If you herd with Rtttler, men wiIl take i t  
for gran ted tbat vou are LL lhtleritc,  and no more. 
If you consort &th Groshams and  Pallisers, you 
will equally be supposed to know your own 
place. ’’ 

I nevcr’knew a Mentor,” snicl Phineas, r t  so 
apt ns you are to 1 3 1  his Telcmachus  with 
pride.” 
“ I t  is because I do not  think  your  fault líes 

that way, If i t  did, or if I thought so, my Tele- 
machus, you may bo sure th& I should  resign 
my position as Mentor. I-Jcre are Mr. ICcnnedy 
ancl Lady Glencora and Mrs. Gresham on t h  
steps.” Thon  they wenti up through tho  Ionic 
columns on to the broad stone  terrace beforo the 
~ O O F ,  and tllore they found a crowd of men  and 
’cvomcn. For  the legislators and stntesmen hnd 
written  their  lctters,  and  the Indios had taken 
their necessary rest. 

Phineas, ns he wns dressing, considered deeply 
all that  Lady Laura hnd snid to him, not so much 
with referonco t o  the adviae which she had given 
him,  though  that also was of importanoß, as to 
tho  fact  thnt  it hnd been @von by her. IShe 11nd 
first called hemelf his Mentor ; but he had sccept- 
cd the m m o  and hnd addressed her as her Tele- 
machus. And yot bo belicvcd l~imsclf  to  be  older 
than shc, if, indoed, thero was any difference in 
their ages. And was it possible that a female 
Mcntor should lova llar Tclcmnchus, should love 
him as Phinens desircd to be loved by Lady 
Laurn i‘ R o  would notsny  thnt it was impossible. 
Forhaps  tbere had bcon mistakes between them ; 
a mistake  in  his mannor of addressing IICP, and 
anothar in hers of nddressing him. Porhnps tho 
old bachelor OC forty-thrce wns not thinking of 
a, wife. Had this O M  bachelor of forty-threo 
been redly i n  lovo with Lndy Laura, would ha 
have allowed her to walk homo alano wit11 Phin- 
ans, Icaving her with @ome flimsy pretext of hav- 
ing to look at his rJbeop ? Phinans resolved that 
h o  must nt any  rate play out his gnme, wbcthcr 
ho wcrc to loso it or to win i t ;  hnd i n  playingit 
ho must, if possibIc, drop something of that Mon- 
tor and ‘hlcnlachus style of convorsation. As to 
tho advice given him of harding with Gresllam~ 
and  Pallisers, instond of  with Rntlers  and Bitzgib- 
bons, ho must use that as circumstances  might 
diroct. To him, himsolf, RS he  thought of it all, 
i t  was suficicntly astonishing tBlmt even tho nat-  
Iers and Fitzgibbons slzould admit him among 
tllem as one of thcmsclves. (‘When I think of 
my fathcr  and of the old house a t  ICillnloe, and 
remembcr  that  hitllcrto I havadone  nothing my- 
self, I can not undcrstand how it is thnt I sllould 
bo at  Loughlinter.” Thcre was only one way of 
nndorstanding  it, I f  Lady Laura rcally lovad 
him, the riddle might bo rcnd. 

Tho rooms nt  Louglliinter were splendid, much 
lnrger and very much more richly furnished than 

e be despised.” 

those n t  Saulsby. But there was a certain stiff- 
ness in  the movement ofthings, and perhaps in  the 
manner of some of those present, which was not 
felt nt Saulsby. Phineas at once missed the 
grace and prettiness and cheery audacity of Vi- 
olet  Efingham, and felt at the same time tlmt 
Violet  Bfingham would be out of her clement 
a t  Loughlinter. At  Longhlinter  they were met 
for business. 3t ‘mas at lenst n semi-political, 
or perhaps  rnther a semi-official gathering, and 
ho became aware thnt he ought not t o  look sim- 
ply for amusement. When he enterad the draw- 
ing-room before dinner, Mr. Monk and Mr. PnI- 
liser, and Mr” Iiennedy and Mr. Gresham, with 
sundry others, \vero standing in n wide group 
bcfore the fire-place, and among them werc Lady 
GIancora Pnlliser and Lady Laura and Mrs, Bon- 
teen. As IIC approachcd them it seemed ns 
though n sort of opening was made  for himself; 
but he could see, though others did not, that the 
nlovcmont came from Lady  Laura. 

“ I belicvc, Mr. Monk,” said Lady Glencorn, 
I t  thnt you and I are the only two in tbe whole 
party who really know ~ h n t  we would be Rt.” 

If I must  be divided fram so many of my 
friends,” said Mr. Monk, “I nm hnppy to go 
astray  in tha company of Lady Glencora Pal- 
liser. ’? 

6 ’  And  might I ask,” said Mr. Grcsham, vit11 
a lseculiar smile for which he was famous, wlmt 
i t  is that you and Mr. Monk are really nt?” 

Making men and women al€ equnl,” said 
Lady  Gbncora. “Tht~t 1 take t o  be the @st 
of our  political theory. 

I L  Lady Glencora, I must cry’ o%?’ said Mr. 
Monk. 

“Yes-no doubt. If I were in tho  Cnbinet 
myself I should not admit so much. There are 
reticences, of corrrse. Bud there is an official 
discretion.” 

c (  But you don’t mean  to say, Lady Glencorn, 
that you would really advocate  cqnality?17 said 
Mrs. Bonteen. 

G r  1 do mean to say so, Mrs. Bontaen. And I 
rnonn to go farther, nnd to tell you that you  are 
do Libcral at henrt unless you do so 1ikdwi~- 
unless thnt is tho basis of your politicd clspirn- 
tions. I’ 

Pray let mo speak for myself, Lady Glcn- 
corn.7? 
‘(By no rnenns-not when you me criticising 

me a11d my politics, Do you nol; wish to mako 
tho  lower orders comfortable i”’’ 

Certainly,” said Mrs. Bonteen. 

Undou btedly.“ 
L‘ And aducnted, and hnppy, and good ?’I 

“To xnnka them as comfortable and as good 

“Better if possible.” 
( 6  And I’m sure you wish to make yourself 

~ o o d  nnd RS comfortable as any body else--ns 
those abovc you, if any body is above you? 
Pou will admit; thnt P” 

m yourself?” 

&‘Yes ; if I nndcrstnnd you.” 
“Then you havo admitted every thing, and 

nre an .advocate for gcnaral equnlity-just 
Mr. Monk is, and ns X nm. Thcrcis no getting 
Dut of i t  ; is thcre, Mr. Kcnnedy P ”  Then ilin- 
ncr was nnnounced, and Mr. &ennody wnlked 
off with  the Jl’rcnch Ibpublican on his nl-rn, As 
she went, she whispered into Mr. IXennedy’s cnr, 
LLYou will tznderstnnd me. I nm not saying 
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that people are equnl ; but thnt  the  tendency o! 
a11 Iaqr-malring and of all governing  should be t( 
reduce  the  inequulities,” I n  answer to whicl 
Mr. Kennedy  said not a word. Lady Glenaora’, 
politics were too fnst and furious for  his  naturc 

A wcek passed by a t  Loughlinter,  nt  the  en( 
of which Phineas  found  himself on terms of 
friendly intercourse wit11 all the political mag 
nates  assembledin  the house, but especially wit1 
Mr. Monk. He had determined  that he wouh 
not follow Lady Laura’s ndvice as to his selcc. 
tion of companions,  if  in doing so he  should b( 
driven  even  to  a  sceaing of intrusion. TIC 
made no  attempt to sit nt the  feet of any body, 
and would  stand aloof when  biggcr  men  thnr 
himself were talking, and was  contcnt  to be lesr 

i /  Mr. Rntler. But nt the encl of a week ho founi 
l ’l thnt,  without nny effort on his part-dmost i r  

opposition to efforts on his part-he hnd fall. 
en  into an easy pleasant way with these mer 
whic11 was very delightfd  to him. He had liill. 
ed n stag in company with Mr. Palliser,  and hac 

1’) ’ ,  

(j!‘ i -as indeed be was Iess-than MI*. Banteen 01 

GI;, ; 
‘ 1 ; ’  
$ 1 ’  ” stopped bcncath a crag  to  discuss  with  him I 

1 1 ’  f j :  question ns to the duty on Irish Malt;. I-Ie h n i  
t ; ” ,  l plnyed chess with Mr. Gresham, and had beer 
! ! i *  told  that gentleman’s opinion on the  trinl of Mor, 

* ! l  d 

Jefferson DaTh Lord Brentford lind-at las1 
-called him Einn,  and had proved to him thni 
nothing was known in Irelnnd  nbout  shccp 
B a t  with Mr. Monk ho had hnd long discussionr 
on abstrnct questions in politics, and hcforc t l ~ c  
weck was O V C ~  wns almost disposed  to call him. 
self n diwipla, or, nt hast, n folIowcr of Mr. 
Monk. Why not; of M I :  Monk ns well n8 of 
any  one  oleo? Mr. Monk ’YVM in  the  Cabinct, 
ancl of all tho members of tho Cabinct; was tho 
most advanced Liberal. “I;nrly Glcncorn was 
not so far  wrong  the  other  night,” Mr. Monk 
mid ta him. “Equnlity is nn ugly word and 
shouldn’t bo used, I t  misleads, nnd frightcns, 
and is  a bugbear. And 8110, i n  using it, hnd 
not perhaps n clearly-dcfincd moaning  for it ifl 
her own mind. But  the wish of cvery honcst 
man should bo to nssisl; in lifting up lhove below 
 hin^, till they be somcthing  ncnrcr  his  own  level 
than he finds tllcm.” To this Phincns assentcd 
-rind by dcgrccs he found l~irnsclf nascnting  to 
a great  mnny things that Mr. Monk snid to 
him. 
ML Monk \vas n tJhin, tall, gnunt man, who 

hnd dcvotod his whola lifc to politics, hitlterto 
without any pcrsonnl rcwnrrl bcgond that which 
came to him from tho rcputntion of liis nnmc, 
and from tllc honor of a scnt  in Pnrlinrnent, 
He TVEIS one of four OT avo  Isrol;hers-and all bo- 
Bides him wera in tmdo. They Ilad prortpcrcd in 
tmdc, wbarcns 110 had pyospcrcd solely in poli- 
tics ; and men said tbnt he rvns clepclldcnt alto- 
gether on what  his rolativcs sappliod for Elis snp- 
port. H a  llnd now bcenln Ptarlinmcnt for  mom 
than  twcntg gem,  and hnd beon known not only 
ns R Rndicnl  but as a Democrat. Ton  pnys IlinCC, 
whcn 110 llnd riscn to ffirne, but not to l*pplltc, 
among the men who than goval-ned Englanc1, 
nobody drenmcd  that Joahua Mank w o ~ l d  Q V C ~  
be a phid servant of the Crown. He hfid in- 
veighod against ono ministar aftor anotllcr as 
though t h y  all desorvcd impeachment. 1Ia: had 
advocated  political cloctrincs which ‘at t11at tinlo 
s.cerned to ba nltogetlm nt vnrianoo wlith an 
possibiUty of governing nccording to  Engli~i 

I 
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CHAPTBR XV. 
DONALD BEAN’S PONY, 

PHINEAS liked bcing told tlmt the pleasures 
of opposition and tho plensures of office were 
both open to hlm, and he liked also to b0 the 
choscn rcceptaele OE Mr. Monk’s confidencc. 
He had come to understand  that  he was expect- 
ed to remain ten dnya at Loughlinter, and that 
then  there was to BB n general movement. 
Sinco the first day  he  had seen but  little of Mr. 
Kennedy, hut  he had found himsclf very fre- 
qncntly with Lady  Laura.  And  thcn bad come 
up the qucstion of his projected trip to Paris 
with Lord Chiltcm, He had received a letter 
from Lord  Chiltern. I 

DEAR Ihm :-Are you going to Paris with 

There had been not a word bcyond thlis, and 
beforo he answered i t  he made q his mind to 
toll Lady  Laura  the  truth, 130 coald 110t go to 
Pmis becanse he had no money, 

Lc17vc just  got  that from YOLW brother9” said 
he. 

dL13[ow like Oswald. I-Ia Frites to me per- 
haps three times in the ycnr, nnd his letters nre 
just the samc. You will go, I hopa?” 

me? Yours, C.” 

‘ c  Well-no. ” 

‘‘ I am sorry for that.” 
I wonder whethcr I may  tell pon tho real 

rcason, Lady  Laura.” 
( L  Nay ; I c m  not answer that ; but ~~uless  it 

bo some political secret between you nncl Mr. 
Monk, I should think you might,” 

‘( 1 can  not afford to 30 ‘to Paris this autumn. 
It secms to be a shocking admission to  make- 
thong11 I don’t know why it shodcl be,” ’ 

“Nor I; but, Mr. Piun, I like got1 n11 tho 
bctter fur making it,. I nm very sorry, for Os- 
mald’s snltc. It‘s so hnrrl to iiwl nny companion 
for him whom  ho would like  nnd whom we- 
thnt is I-should think altogether-you know 
whnt I mean, Mr. Finn.” 

“Your wid1 that I shodd go with him is n 
great compliment, and I thoroughly wish that I 
could do it. As it is, I must go to Rillaloe and 
rctricve my finances. I dnro sr~,y, Lndy Lanrn, 
you c m  hardly conceive  how very poor n man I 
am,” Thore was n rnclnncholy tono nbout his 
voico k9 he said this, which. mndo her  think for 
th! momcnt whethcr or no 110 had heen right in 
golng inro Pnrlinment, nncl whcthcr she had 
lmcn right in ihstignting him to do SO. But  it  
wns too late to recur to thnt quostion now. ‘‘ Yon must climb into ofRco onTly, and forego 
tlmc  plor~nrcs of opposition whioh are so dear 
to Mr. Monk,” sho said, srnilinfi; After all, 
monay is nn accident which docs not count near- 
ly SO high ns do some othcr things; You and Mr. 
1Zcnncdy lmve tlra mm@ cnjoymant of evcry 
thing nraund you herc.” I ’  

(‘ Yos ; wllile it lasts.” 
“Aud Lady GIenaorn nnd I stand pretty 

mlrch on tho same footing, in spite of n11 her 
wonXtl~-cxcopt thnt  shc  is R married cvomnn. 
I do not know whnt she is north-somathing 
not to be counted ; and 1 ntn worth--;jllsC whnt 
papa choosas to givo mc. &tîîn-ponnd note at  
tllc p m ? n t  moment I shoulck look upon 8s  grcat 
riches.” This was tho  first’tirno s110 had ever 

spoken to him of her own position as regards 
money ; but he had heard, or thought  that he 
had heard, thnt she had been left a fortune al- 
together  independent of her  father. 

The last of the ten days I1ad now come, and 
Phineas was discontented and  almost unhappy. 
The more ho saw of Lady Laura  the  more he 
feared  thnt i t  was impossible that she should be- 
come his wife. And  yet from h y  to day his 
intimacy with her became more close. He had 
never made love to her, nor could he discovcr 
that it was possible for him to do so. She seem- 
ed to be a woman for whom all the ordinary 
SGageS of love-mnking Were quite unsuitable. 
Of course he could declare his  love and ask her 
to be his wife on m y  occasion on which he might 
find himself to be donc mith her. And  on this 
morning he made up his mind that he would do 
so before the dny was oyer. I t  might be possible 
thnt  she would nover spcnk to hin1 ngnin-that 
nllthepleasurcs  and ambitious hopes to which she 
had introduced him might be over as soon as 
that rash word should have been spoken ! But, 
nevcrthelcss, ho would spenk it. 

On this day there was to be a grousa-shooting 
party, and tho shooters were to ba out early. It P 

had been tnlked of for some day or two pnst, 
and Phinens knew that he could not escape ib. 
There had been sonle rivalry between him nnd 
Mr. Bonteen, nnd thcre was to be a sort of 
matsah ns to which of tho two would kill most 
birds before lunch.  Bat  thero had also bcen 
somß half promisa on Lady Laura’s pnrt that 
3he would walk with him up the  Linter  and come 
down upon the lake, taking an opposite direction 
!ram that by which t h y  had  returned mith Mr. 
[Cennedy. 

Bat you will be shooting all day,” she said, 
when ho proposed it to her as they werc start- 
ing for  the moor. The mngonettc tlmt was to 
tnke them was nt the door, and she was tllcrc to 
;eo them  start. Ih r  father mas one o€ tho 
shooting-party, nnd Mr. ‘Kennedy wns another. 

I wiII undertako to be back in time, if you 
will not think i t  too hot. I shall not, beo you 
q p i n  till we moet in town next year,” 

Thcn T certninlp will go with you-that is 
;Q say, if you nrc hero. But you can not  return 
rithout the rest of tho porty, as you are going so 
nr.” 

1’11 get back somohov,’’ said Phinens, who 
vns resolvcd that  n few mihs more or lcss of 
nountain should not clotnin him from the prose- 
:ution of n task so vitally importnnt  to him. 
84 Ir we stnrt a t  five that will be early cnougll.” 

Quite early cnougl~,” mid Lncly Laura. 
Phinens went off to the  mountnins, nnd shot 

lis grouse, nnd  mon his match, and orLt his 
unchcon. Mr. Bontcan, however, was not 
)eut,en by mtlch, and was in conscqtlcnce mmc- 
vhnt ilI-Immored. L‘ I’ll tell you wl~nt I’lt do,” 
inid Mr. Bonteen, Pl1 back m y l E  for tho rest 
I f  tho dn.y for n ten-poatd note. 

Now there hnd been no monay stnked on tbQ 
nntch n t  dl-hut i t  had hccn simply n trial of 
kill, ns to which would kill the most birds in n 
$von time.  And  tho proposition for that t h 1  
lntl come from Mr. Bontcen llimself. (‘ IC dmnld 
lot think of shooting for monoy;” said Phincns. 

“And whjr not i’ A bot is che only wny to 
lecide tllcsc things.” 

( L  Partly bacituso I’m eure 1 shouldn’t h i t  tt 
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bird,” said Phineas, “and partly  because I been-Phineas thought  that TIC hnd l~eard that 
haven’t got any money to lose.” 1 Mr. Kennedy’s grandfather  hnd  bccn n Scotch 

I hate bets,’’ said Mr. Kennedy to him nft- 
l 

l 

erward. “ I  was annoyed when Boiteen offered 
the wager. -I felt sure, however, you would nol 
accept it.” 

I L  I suppose such bets arc  very common.” 
‘‘1 don’t think  men  ought to propose them 

unless they are quite sure of their company. 
M a y k  I’m wrong, and I often fecl thnt I am 
strait-laced about such things. I t  is so odd to 
me that men  can not amuse themselves without 
pitting themselves against ench other. When a 
man tells me that he cnn shoot bctter tllnn I, I 
tell  him that my keeper can  shoot  better than 
he. ” 

I C  AI1 the same, it’s a good thing to excel,” 
said Phincas. 

I’m not so sure of that,” said Mr. Kennedy. 
‘C A man who can kill more salmon than  any 
body else, can rarely do any thing clse. Are 
you going  on  with your mntch T” 

c L No; I’m going to mnke my way bnck to 
Loughlinter.” 

c Not alone 3” 
Yes, alone.” 

‘‘ It’s over nine miles. You can’t walk it.” 
Phineas loolced at  his wntch, und found that 

it mas now two o’clock. It was a broiling day 
in  August, and thc may bnck to  Loughlintcr, 
for six OP seven out of the nine miles, mould be 
along n high rand. “ I must do it n11 the same,” 
said he, preparing for n start. ‘(1 havo an en- 
ga,gcment with Lady L ~ L w ~  Stmdisil ; mld as 
t l ~ s  is tile hs t  day thnt I shall see l m ,  I ccrtain- 
ly do not mcan to brenk it.” 

c c  An engngcmcnt with Lndy L~LwI,” said 
Mr. Kennedy. “Wily did you not tell mc, 
tbat I might have a pony rcndy?  Rut como 
along. Dondd Benn hns n pony. &’s not 
much bigger than a dog, but 110‘11 cnrry you to 
Longhlinter.” 

‘‘ I c m  walk it, Mr. Kennedy.” 
“ Yes ; nnd think of the state in which you’d 

“ Bnt I can’t tnkc you off the rnount~lin,’’ said 

‘‘ Then you must allom ma to  take you off.” l 

reach  Louglllinter ! Coma along with ma.” 

Phincns. 

i ’  So Mr. ÏCennedy led the way down Donnld 
Bean’s cottage, and beforc t lmc  o’clock Pllinens 

drover, whereas his own grandfntllcr l ~ n d  bccn 
a little  squire  near Ennistimon, in county Clnrc, 
and his own first cousin once removed still llcld 
the paternal  acres nt Finn Grov‘c. Ilis fmnily 
\vas supposed to  be clcscended from kings in that 
part of Ireland. I t  certainly did not bccoma 
him to fear Lady Laurn on tho scow of rank, if 
it was to be allomecl to Mr. ICcnncdy t o  prococd 
without fear on that hcnd. As to  wcnltl1, 
Lady Lnura lind already told him  thnt  hcr for- 
tune was no greater than his. Her stntctncnt 
to himself on thnt  hend made him fecl thnt ho 
should not Imitato on t110 scoro of money. 
They  neither  had any, and he wns willing to 
work for both. I€ s110 feared tho risk, lct llcr 
say so. 

It was thus  that ho argued with himself; but 
yet he knew-knew RS well ns tho  rondcr will 
know-that 110 was going to  do thnt which 110 
llad no right to  clo. It might be vcry 1vol1 for 
him  to wait-prcsuming him to be sncccsaful in 
his love-for the  opening of that  oystcr with his 
political sword, that oystcr on  which 110 pro- 
poscd that  thcy should both live ; bu t  suc!ll writ- 
ing could not well bo ta the  tnstc ofrhcly X;anrn 
Standish. I t  codd hardly be plcasant to l m  to 
look forward to his being mndo R, junior lord or an 
nssist,nnt secrctary beforc she could ostablisll llar- 
sclf in her home. So ho told himself. And 
yet ha told himself at t h o  snnx  timo t h l  it  wns 
incumbant on  h i m  to pcrscvcro. 

4 ‘ I  did not cxpcct  you in the Icnst,” mid h d y  
Lnura. 

“And yct I cpoke very positivcly.” 
‘L l3ut  there nro things ns to which n mnn mny 

bo very positivc, nnd yet mny bo nllowarl to filil. 
In thc first plnco, how on orrrtll dill  JU gct; 

‘L Mr.  Kcnncdy got mo n pony-Donnld 

‘‘ You told him, thon P” 
“Ycs ; I told h i m  why I W ~ A  corning, nnd 

that X must be hcro. Then bo toolc t h  troubla 
to come all t110 nny off the mountnin to  pm”t1o 
Donnld to Icnd mc liis pony. I must nckrlowl- 
cdgc thnt Mr. Kennedy llus cuncyucrod n 1 0  nt 
[ast. H 

hom0 ?” 

Bonn’s 1)on-y.” 
I 

l ’  

i 

i 
t ’  
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grace of appearing  to be altogether nnconscioL 
of his own personal advantages. And I thin 
thnt in  truth  he was barely conscious of tllem 
that  he depended on them very little, if at all 
that  there  wasnotl~ing of personal vanity  in h. 
composition. He had never indulged in an 
hopc that Lady Laura would accept him  becna 
he was a handsome man. 

I L  After  all  that climbing,” he” said, c‘wilI yo 
not  sit down for a monlent P” As he spoke t 
hcr she looked nt him and  told llerself that 11 
was as handsome as a god. t g  Do sit down fc 
one  moment,”  he said. ‘LI have  somethin 
that I desire  to say to you, and t o  say i t  here.” 

‘c 1 will,” she said; ‘‘ but I also have  som( 
thing to tell you, and will say it whilc I am yc 
standing. Yesterday 1 accepted an  offer o 
marriage  from Mr. I<enncdy.” 

Thcn I am too lute,” said  Phineas, nnr 
putting his hands  into  thc pockets of his  coat, h 
turned his back upon her, and walked awa, 
across the  mountain. 

What n fool he hac1 been to Iet  her  know hi 
secret when her knowlcdgc of it could bc of n 
service to him-when hcr Itnowledge of it conlc 
only malte him nppcar foolish in her cycs I Bu 
for his life he could not hnvc kept his  secret t1 
himself. Nor nom could he Bring llimsclf t1 
utter n nord of cven deccnt civility. But hi 
went on walking as though lie could thus leavl 
hcr  thcre,  nnd never see her  ngain. What al 
ass hc had been in supposing that  she  carcd  f0 
him ! Whnt a fool to imagine  thnt his povest? 
could stand n chance  against the wenlth of 
Looghlintcr ! But why had  she  lured  him  on j 
I-Iow he wished that he WCFO now grinding, harc 
at work in Mr. Low’s chambers, or sitting n1 
homc at IGllnloe with the  hand of that prettj 
lihtlc Irish  girl within his own ! 

Presently  he  heard a voice  behincl  him-call- 
ing  him gcntly. Then hc turned  and founc 
that shc was very nmr  him. I3c himsclf liai 
then bccn standing still for some moments, nnC 
d10 had followcrl him. 

‘‘ Mr. Finn,” she said. 
‘LTVcll ;-yes: what is it?”  And turning 

round he made nn attempt  to smilc. 
‘ L  Will you not wish me joy, or say  n mord of 

congratulntion? I-Ind 1 not  thought  much of 
your fsicndship, I sllould not hnvc bccn so quicl; 
to  tell you of my destiny. No oncelsc has beer 
told,  cxccpt papa.” 

‘‘ Of coursc I hope you will be happy. Of 
coursc I do. No wondar he lent rnc tho pony !’ 

“You mtlst forget dl that.” 
“Forget whnt P” 
d Wcll-nothing. You need forget nothing,” 

mid Lady Lsnrn, I L  for nothing  has been said 
that nccd be rcgrcttcd. Only wish me joy, nnd 
all will be pleasant.” 

Lady LLnnm, I c10 wish yon joy, with al1 my 
hcnrt ; but  thnt will not make all  Ihings plensant. 
I cnnlc 1113 hcrc to ask you to be my wifc.” 

“ No, no, no ; do not say it.” 
‘ L  n u t  I hnvc said it,  and will say it  ngnin. 

1, poor, ponnilcss, plnin simple fool that I am, 
hnva been ass cnough to love you, Lady Laurn 
Standish; and I brought you up here to-day to 
ask you to sllnre with me-my nothingness. 
And this X lmve dona on soil that is to bo all 
y o ~ r  own. Tc11 me that yon regard ma as a 
conccitecl fool-as a bewildered idiot.” 

D 

I L  I wish to regard you as n dear friend-both 
of my own and of my husband,”  said she, offer- 
ing  him  her hand. 

‘‘ Should I have had R chance, I wonder, if I 
had spoken a week since P’’ 

‘ L  IIom  can I answer such a question, Mr. 
Finn ? Or, rather, I will answer it fully. I t  is 
not  a week since me told each  other, you to me 
and I to you, that we were both poor-both 
without other mcans  than  those mllich come  to 
us from  our fnthers. You will make your way 
-will make i t  surely ; but 1 1 0 ~  nt present, co111d 
yon marry any woman unless she had moneV 
of hcr own? For mc, lilre so many other girl;, 
it  was necessary  that I should stay at  home or 
marry some one rich  enough  to dispense mit11 
fortune  in  a wife. The man whom in all thc 
worlct I think  the Best has askcd me t o  shnrc 
every thing with him;  and I ham thought  it 
wise to accept his offer.” 

I L  And I was fool cnougll to  think that  you 
loved me,” said  Phineas. To this she mnde no 
immediate answer. “Yes, I was. I feel that 
I owe it yon to  tcll YOU what a fool I have been. 
I did. I thought you loved mc. A t  least I 
thought  that perhaps you loved me. I t  was 
like n child wanting  the  moon ; was it not P” 

“And why should I not  have loved yo~z?” 
shc said sIowly, laying her hand gently  upon 
his arm. 

‘ L  Why  not? Becnusc Loughlintcr-” 
Stop, Mr. Pinn ; stop. Do not say to me 

my  unkind word that I lmre not deserved, and 
;hat wonld make a breach betwaen us. I llave 
Iccepted tho owner of Loughlintcr as my hns- 
,and, becausa I verily believe thnt I shall thus 
lest do my duty in  that  sphcrc of lifc  to which it 
IRS pleased God to call me. I have dways 
ikcd him, and I will IOVC him. Por you-may 
trust myself to speak openly to you ?” 
‘LYou may trust me as against all others, cx- 

:Cpt us two ourselves." 
‘ b  For you, then, I will say also that I havo 

llways liked you since I knew you ; that I hnve 
ovcd you ns a friend--and couldllnvo loved you 
)therwise had  not circumstances showed he  so 
?lninly that it would be unwise.” 

L‘ Oh,  Lady Lnura !” 
“Listen a moment. And  pray  remember 

,hat  what I say to you now must never be rc- 
xnted to nny ears. No one knows it but my 
’ather, my brother, nnd Mr. Kennedy. Early 
n the spring I paid my brotller’s debts. His 
Lffection to mc is more than a return for what I 
lave donc for him. But when I did this-when 
: made up my  mincl to do  it, I made  up my 
llind also that I could not allow mysclf thc 
alno freedom of clloicc which would athcrwise 
Lave belonged to  me. Will that be suflicient, 
/Ir. Finn P” 

6 ‘  HOTV cnn I answer you, Lady Laura ? Suffi- 
ient ! And you are not angry with me for 
rhat I hnvc said?” 

(‘No, I nm not  angry. But  i t  is understood, 
f course, that  nothing of this shnll cver be re- 
eatcd, even among ourselves. Is that B bar- 
nin ?” 

Oh, yes. I shnll nover speak of it  again.” 
And now yon will wish ma jay ?” 

6 ‘  1 hnvc wished you joy, Lady Laura. And 
will do so again. May you  have  evcry bless- 
3g which  the world c m  give you. You cnn 



‘ not expect me to  be very jovial for awhile my- 
self; but there mill be nobody to see my melan- 
choly moods. I shall be hiding myself away in 
Ireland. When is the marriage to be?” 

“Nothing has been said of that, I shall be 
guided by -him-but there  must, OF COU~’SC, 
&]ay. There will be settlemen&  and I knon 
not what, It may probably be in  the spring- 
or perhaps the summer. 1 shall do just 
my betters tell me to do.” 

Phineas had now seated himself on the  exad 
stone on which he had wished her t o  sit when 
he proposed to  tell his own story, and Tvas look- 
ing forth upon the lake. I t  seemed to him thal 
every thing had been changed for him while he 
had been up there npon  the mountain, ancl th.1 
the  change ilad been marveIous in its nature. 
When he had been coming up, thcre had been 
qp,psrentIy two alternatives berore him: the 
g101.y of swcessful love-which, indecd, had 
seemed to him to be a most improbnldc result of 
the coming interview-ad the despair and utter 
bnnishment attendant on disdainful rejection. 
But bis position mas far removed from either of 
these alternatives. She had almost told him that 
she would hare loved him hnd she not been 
poor;  that she was beginning to love him and 
had quenched her lovc, because it  bad become 
impossible to her to marry n poor man. In 
such circumstances he could not be angry with 
hcr--he could not quarrel mith hcr ; he could 
not do other than swear to himself thnt he 
would be her friend. Ancl yet ha lovcd llcr 
better than  ever;  and she ’WW the pronziscd 
wife of his rival I Why bad not Donnld Bean’s 
pony broken his neck? 

‘ I  ShnIl we go down now ? l ’  she snid. 

“You will not go onby tho lake?” 
‘c What, ,is the use? It is n11 the same now. 

You .will want to be beck to receive him in hom 
shooting.” 

“Not  that, I think, Els i$ above those little 
cares. But it wí11 be as well we should go tho 
nearcst way, as we hava spent so much of our 
time here. I shall tell Mr. ICcnnecly that I llave 
told you-if you do not mind.’, 

‘t Tc11 him what you pleaso,” said Phinens. 
’LBtlt I won’t have it taken in that way, Mr. 

Pinn. Your brasque mant of courtesy to m o  I 
have forgiven, but I shall expect you to mako up 
for it by t h  nlnmity of yozw congrnttdations to 
him. I will not lmvo you uncourteous to MI-. 
Kennedy.” 

“If I lmve been uncou~teo~s  T beg gour pnr- 
don.” 

“You need. not do that. We are old fricnds, 
ancl may tak0 the liberty of speaking plainly to 
eachother ; but yon will owo it to Mr. IZenncdy 
to be gracious. Think of t h  pony.” 

They walked back to  tha houso together, and 
as they went down the path very little mns snid. 
Just ns they wera abont t o  come o u t  upon t110 
open lawn, while thev tvere still under covcr of 
the rocks and shrubs; Pllincas stopped his com- 
panion by standing before her? and  then ha mnda 
his farewel1 speech to her. 

‘‘ I must say good-bye to you. I shdl be aywy 
early in the morning.” 

“ Good-bye, and God bless you,)’ said Lady 
Laurn. 

Give mo your hand,” said ho. And s110 

Oh, yes:’ 

gave him l m  hand. ‘ t  X don’t SU~IJOSC YOU 
know what it is to love dcarly.” 

But to be in love! I boIieve you do not. 
And to miss your love I I think--l: nm bound 

‘:I hope I do.” 

to t11ink that youhave never bccn so tormented. 
It  is very sore ; but I will do n y  best, lilca a man, 
to get over it.” 

Do, my friend, do. So small n troubla mill 
neycr weigh hewily on shoulders sach as ~ O U I B . ”  

6 ;  It will weigh lery heavily, bu t I will struggle 
hard that it  may not crush me. I hnve lovcd 
you so dearly I As IVO are pnrting, give MC ana 
kiss, that I may think of i t  and trensuro i t  in my 
memory?” Writ murmuring words s110 spolro 
t o  express 11cr rcfusnl of auch R rcqncst, I will 
not quote; but the kiss llnd bcon tnkon bcfooro 
the  denial wns completcd, and then thay  \vdlrQd 
onin silence togcthcr-and in pcnco-totvarct tka 
house. 
On the ncxt, morning six or sovcn man wcro 

going awny, and there was an cttrly brcalcfnst. 
Thero \vore none of the lnclics thoro, but Mr. Ihn- 
nody, tllc host,  vas among his fricnds. A largo 
drng mith folxr horses was thero to t r h  tho 
travclcrs and their luggage to the station, and 
there mas nnturlly a good clad of noisa nf tho 
front dom ns tho prqmntions for tho dopnYLuYQ 
were made. I n  tho middle of thorn Mr. Ibn- 
nedy took our hero nsiclc. ‘‘ Ln;urnlrns told n ~ , ”  
said Mr. Kennedy, c c  that s110 has ncqunintod 
you with my good fortune.’’ 

L c And I congrntnlatc you most Imwlily,” stlid 
Pllinans, gmsping the other’x hand. ‘‘ You arc 
incleccl a lucky fcllow.” 

X faal mysolf to bo so,” snirl Mr. Rcnnoclg, 
I C  Such n nifo was n11 thnt wns wnntiaa t o  1110, 
tcnd sach n wifo is V C I ~  hnrcl ta fincl. Will you 
romcmbcr, Binn,  thnt  Loughlinter will ~ICVCP La 
30 full but; whnt thora will be a roam for yon, 01’ 
so ~ r n p t y  but what you will ba macle wclcorna, I 
say tb is  on Lady Laura’s pnrt, and OD my o~vn.” 

Plrinons, n8 ho wns bcing carried away to tho 
milway station, conld not; kccp llimsolf Bom 
spcculnting ns to llow much IZanncdy lcnow of 
what hnd taken placo during t h o  t v d k   LI^ t110 l’,in- 
ter. Ofonc small circnmstnnco ellat 11nd atour- 
recl, he fclt qui6c sum tlmt Mr. XhllKUdy hncw 
nothing. 

i_- 



his love ns an offense, Indeed, s110 had almost 
tolcl him that prudence alone had forbidden her 
to return his passion. And he hud kissed her, 
nnd had afterward  parted from her as a dear 
friend. I do not know why thore should have 
been c1 flavor of exquisite joy in  the  midst of his 
agony as b o  thought of this; but it was so. IIe 
~Vould never kiss her again. All future delights 
of that kind mould belong to Mr. Ihnnedy, and 
he had no red idea of interfering with that 
gentlemen in tho fruition of his privileges. But 
still there was the kiss--an eternal  fact.  And 
then, in n11 respects except that o f  his love, his 
visit to Longhlinter had been pre-eminently suc- 
cessful. Mr. Monk had become his friend, and 
Ilad encouraged him to speak during  tho next 
session-setting before him various modcls, nncl 
prescribing for him a course of rending. Lord 
Broncford had become intimata  with  him. He 
\WS on pleasant terms with Mr. Palliser  and 
Mr. Gresham, And ns for Mr. Kennedy-he 
and Mr. ICennedy were almost bosom friends. 
It seemed to him thnt he had quito surpassed 
the Ratlers, Fitzgibbons, and Bontecns in  thnt 
politico-socinl  success which goes so far townrd 
downright political success, nnd which in itself 
is so pleasant. 13e had surpassed these men in 
spite of their offices and their acquired positions, 
and could not but think  that even Mr. Low, if 
h o  knew i t  all, wotzld conwss thnt ho hnd Been 
right. 

As t o  his bosom friendship with Mr. Kennedy, 
thnt of course troubled him. Ought 130 not to 
be driving a poniard into Mr. Kennedy’s heart? 
The conventions of life forbad6 thnt ; and there- 
fore tho bosom friendship. was to be excused. 
If not dn enetny to the cleath, thon there could 
be no reason why he should not be a bosom 
friend. 

13.0 ment over to Ireland, staying  but one ni@ 
with Mrs.  Brtncc, and came down upon  them nt 
Rillnloo like a god out of tho hcnmns. Even 

, his father wns well-nigh ovorwhelmcd by  ndmi- 
ration, and his mother and sisters thought them- 
solves only fit to minister to his plensnrcs. He 
11nd lenmod-if he had lcnrned nothing else- 
to look ns though he wem master of  tho circum- 
stances nround him, and Tvas entirely free from 
internal embnrrtwsmcnt. Whon his fnthor spokc 
to him about bis legal studies, ha  did nol; ex- 
nctly laugh at his i?nthcl*’s ignorance, but he re- 
citpitulatad to his’ fathcr so much of Mr. Monk’s 
wisdom nt secopd-hnacl-sbo~~iving plainly that i t  
’cvns his business to study the arts of speech and 
the tcchnicnlicics of the HO LIS^, and not to stncly 
Inw.-that  his father hnd nothing  ftuther to say. 
1% lud hecomo n man of such dimensions thnt 
nn ordinmy fatather could hardly darß t o  inquiro 
into his proceedinRs; nncl m for an ordinary 
mother-snch as Mrs. Finn certdrily ww-she 
could do no MON thnn look after hor son’s linen 
with awe. 

Mary Flood Jones-the reader I Hope will not 
quito have forgotten M q  Flood Jones-was in 
n grent tremor whon first sho met the  hero of 
L O L I ~ ~ I S ~ W I C  aftcr rvetarning hom the  honors of 
h is  first session. She had bem somewhat dis- 
appointoil because tho newspapers hnd not been 
fu11 of t h  spcecbcs he  l~nd nlndc in Pnrliamcnt. 
Ancl indeed  the ladies of tho Finn household 
had d l  boon ill nt ensa on tb is hend. They 
could not imagino why Phineas lm1 restrained 



l 
$2 PHINEAS FINN, THE IRISH M~MBER. 

make any apologies. We are quite  aware  that W E  
have little to offer,’’ said Mrs. Flood Joncs: 
who WS not altogether happy about Mary, and 
\Tho perhaps knew  more about members of Par- 

* liament and blue  books than  Phineas  Finn had 
supposed. ( c  Mary, you are a fool to think of 
that  mm,”  the mother said to her daughter thc 
nelit morning. “ I don’t think of him, mamma ; 

t not particularly.” “He is no better‘ than any 
body else that I can see, and he is beginning to 

made no answer; but she went up into her r001 
and swore before a figure of the  Virgin  that sh 

spite of her mother, in spite of all the world-i 
spite, should it be necessary, even of himself. 

About Christmas time there came a discussi0 

l give himself airsl” said Mrs. Hood Jones.  Mar 

i 
l  NOU^^ be true  to  Phineas for ever and ever? i 

li 
l between Phineas  and his father about money 
I L‘ I hope you find you get on pretty well,” sai 
1 thc doctor, mho thought that he had been libera’ 
t <:It% B tight fit,” said Phineas, who  mas  les 

afraid of his father  than he had been when h 
last discussed these things. 

1 “1 had hoped i t  would haye been nmple,’ 
I 
f 

said the doctor. 
“Don’t  think for A, moment, sir, that I an 

complaining,” said Phinaas. “ I  know it i 
much more than I have n  right  to expect.’’ 

The doctor began to make an inquiry nit hi^ 
his omn brcast as to  whether his son had a righ 
t o  espect any thing-whether the  time had no 
come in which  his son should be earning  his ow1 
bread. I L  I suppose, l’  he said, after a pause 
c c  there is no chance of yonr doing any  thing a 
the Bar now P” 

“Not immediately. I t  is almost impossiblc 
to combine thc two studies together. Mr. Lon  
himself was aware of that. But yon ara not tc 
suppose that I have given the profession up.” 
‘‘I hope not, after d1 the money it has cosi 

us.” 
‘(By no means, sir. And all that I am doing 

nom will, I trust, be of assistance to me when 1 
shall come to work nt  the law. Of course i t  i t  
on thc cards thnt I may go into oflce-and if 
so, public  business \vil1 become my profcssion.’ 

“And be turned out with the Ministry!” 
Y e s  ; that  is true, sir. I must run my chance, 

If the worst  comcs to  the worst, I hope I mig111 
be able to secure somc permanent place. I should 
think thnt I can hardly fail to do so. But I t r w  
I may nemr‘be driven to maut it. I thought, 
however, that we had settled  all  this before.’ 
Then Shinens nssunled a looB of injured inno- 
cence, as though his father was driving  him toc 
hard, 

‘c And  in  the mean time yonr money has bcen 
enough?” said the doctor, after n pansc. 

“I had intended to ask you to advance me a 
hnndred pounds,” said Phineas. ((There wore 
expenses to which I was drilren on first entering 
Parlinment.” 

2 

i 

A hundred pounds.” 
“ If it be inconvenicnt, sir, I do without 

it.” E e  l ~ a d  not as yet pnid for his gun, or for 
thnt d l r @ t  coat in which he l1ad been shooting, 
Or, most probably, for the knickerbockers. He 

but he felt ashamed of himself in asking for it. 
If hewere once in office-though the  oflce wcre 
but a sorry junior lordship--he  o ou id repay his 
father instantly. 

a knew 116 wanted the hundred pounds badly 

( c  You shall have it, of conrse,” said the doc- 
tor ; I L  but do not  let thc necessity for asking for 
more hundreds come oftener than you c m  help. I’ 
Phineas said that he would not, and then there 
was  no farther discourse about money, I t  need 
hardly be said that  he  told his father  nothing of 
that bill which he had endorsed for Laurcnce 
Pitzgibbon. 

At last came the time which called him agnin 
to London and  the glories of London life-to 
lobbies. and  the clubs, and  the gossip of men in 
office, and the chance of promotion for  himself; 
to tho glare of the gas-lamps, the mock nnger of 
rival debaters, and  the prospect of t11c Spealcer’s 
wig. During the idleness of the recess he had 
rosolved at any  rate upon this-that n month of 
the session should not have pi~sscd by bcfore he 
had been seen upon his legs in  the Ilouse-had 
been seen and Ilcard. And many n time as he 
had wandereil done  with his gun ncross tho bogs 
which lie  on tho othcr sido of the Shannon from 
JCUPJloe, he had practiced the sort of address 
ivhich he would make to  the House. IIo would 
be short-dways short ; and he would cschew 
a11 action and gesticulation; Mr. Monk h ~ d  
been very urgent in his  instructions to him on 
that hend; but he would bc cspecinlly careful 
thnt 110 words should escape him which l1ad not 
in tl~em some pnrpose. I-Ie might be wrong in 
his purpose, lmt purpose there should bo. 110 
!~nd been twitted more thnn once nt Killnloo 
,vit11 his silance ; for i e  hnd bcen conccivcd by 
lis fellow-townsmen that  hc had been scnt to 
Parliament on tho spccinl gronnd of his elo- 
Iucnce. T h y  should twit  him no moro 011 Il ia 
 st return. Re  ~vould speak ancl would carry 
he Houso with him if n humnn effort’ might 
revail. 

So  he packcd up h i 8  things, and started ngniu 
br London in tho beginning of Fcbrunry. 
‘Good-bye, Mnl.y,?’ ho said, with his swcatcst 
mile. But on this occasion thora was no Iciss, 
md no culling of  Iocks, L‘ I know hc cnn nut y 

mlp it,” Enid Mary  to hersclf, “It is his po& 
ion. But whethcr it be for good or evil, Z will 
)e trua to him.” 

((1 am afraid you arc unl~appy,~’ Bnrbnrn, 
?inn said t0  hcr on t110 ncxt morning. 
“NO ; Inm not unhappy-not nt all. I II& 

t grcat  deal  to mnBo rnc hnppy ancl ~ I * O L I ~ .  I 
lon’t mem to bc n Lit unlluppy.” Then s110 
arncd nwny and cried  hcn~tily, nnil Bnx*bnra 
Finn cried with lrer for company. 

\ 

CIIAPTBR XVII, 
mmnis FINN EETURNB TO LONDON. 

PIXINEBS hnd received two lettors during his 
~ C C S S  at IGllnloe from two women tvho ndmircd 
im rn11cI1, which, as thcy tvare both sl~ort,  sl~all 
e submitted to  the reader. Tho first WS as 
)lloms : 

“ SAU’LdI3Y, OCb.IbCY 20, 160- 
MY DEAR MR. FINN :-I write n lino to toll 

o u  that our mnrriaga is to bc hurricd on as 
uickly MI possiblc. Mr. Rcnnody doeß not like 
1 he absent from  Parlinmcnt; nor will ha bo 
mtent to postpone the ceremony till t110 ses- 
.on  bo  over. The day fixcd is the 3d OF Do- 
ombcr, and wo tllcn go at once to Itorno, ancl 



intend  to be back in London by the opening o 
Parlinment.  Yours most sincerely, 

LAURA STANDISXI. 

“ Our London address will be No 52 Grosveno 

To this he wrote an answer as short, express, 
ing liis nrclent wishes that those wintcr  hymenc 
als might produced  nothing but happiness, an( 
snying  that he would  not be in  town  many day, 
before he knocked nt the door of No. 52 Grosw. 
nor Place. 

And  the second lctter was as follows : 

(I Grant Bfarlborough Stmot, Decenzbcr, Uß-. 
‘l DEAR AND HONORED SIR :-Bance is get. 

ting cver so anxious  about the rooms, and snyr 
ns how he has  n  young  Equity  draftsman ant 
wife and b ~ b y  as would take  the mllole housc 
and all becnuse Miss Pouncefoot  mid a wori 
nbout  her port wine, which  any  lady of her ngc 
might say in hcr tantrums, nnd menn nothing 
nfccr all. Me and Miss Pounccfoot~s knowcd 
each other for seven yenrs, and what’s n worcl 01 
two as isn’t momt t-tftcr thnt ? But,  honored sir, 
it’s not  about  thnt as I write to trouble yon, bui 
to nslc if I may sny for ccrtain  thnt you’ll tnkc 
the  room again in  Fcbrnnry.  It’s  easy  to Ici 
them for thc  month  dccr  Christmns, becnuse of 
thß  pantomimes.  Only say at once, because 
Bnnce is naRging me day after day. I don’í 

’ mant nobody’s wife nnd baby t o  have to do for, 
and ’cl aooncr haw a Pnrliamcnt  gent  like  your- 
self than any on6 else. Yours ’umbly m d  re- 
qmc tful, JINE BUNUE.” 

To this he replied that he would certainly 
come bnclr to  the rooms in  Great Marlborough 
Strect, should hc bc lucky cnougll to find them 
vncnnt, nnd h o  exprcsscd  his  willingness  to tnlce 
them  on  and from the Ist of Jli’cbrunrp. And 

QI on the 3d of Bcbruary he found llinlsolf in the 
dld quarters, Mrs. Bunco having contrived, with 
much conjjugnl adroitness, both  to  kccp Miss 
Pouncefoot and  to stave off the  Equity clrCts- 

’ man’s wife and bnby. BcLnco, howevcr, rcccived 
Phinoas very coldly, and told his wife the ~ n m e  
evening  that  as ftw its ho codd SCC thcir  lodger 
mould never turn up to be n trump in thc mat- 
ter of tho ballot, “If hc menns wall, why did 
ho  go and stay with thorn lords down in Scot- 
lnnd ? I know dl nbout it. X knows n man when 
I RCCS him. Mr. Low, who’s looking  ont  to be 
n Tory judge some of those days, is n dcal better 
-1)ecnusc ho knows wvht he’s after.” 

Immcdintcly on his  rcturn to town Phinom 
found llimsclf snmmoncd to n political meeting 
nt Mr. Mildmay’s house in St.James’s Squarc. 
‘c WC’PO going  to bcgin in earncst  this  time,” 
Barrington Erle said to him  nt  the club, 

“1 am glad of that,” Enid Phinoas. 
“ X  wpposc yon hcnrd all  about it down nt 

Loughlinter P” 
Now, in  truth,  Phinons hnd heard  cry little 

of any  scttled plnn down nt Loughlinter. 1-16 
Ilad plnyed a gamo of chess with Mr. Gresham, 
nncl l1nd shot n stag with Mr. Palliser, nnd hnd 
discussed s l m p  with Lord Brcntford,  but lmcl 
l~nrdly I m r d  a word d ~ o u t  politics from  any  one 
of thoee inflaentinl  gcntlcmen. From Mr. Mnnk 
he hnd heard much of n coming Iioforrn Dill ; 

h 
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If but  his  communimtions  with Mr. Monk had 
rather been private discussions-in which he 
had learned Mr. Monk’s own views on certain 
points-than revelations  on  the  intention of the 

r party  to which Mr. Monk belonged. “I heard 
of ‘nothing settled,” said Phineas : but 1 snn- 
pose we are to have n Refol*m 

That is a matter of couzype.” 
“And I snp1)ose wo ara not to touch  the ques- 

tion of ballot.’2 
“ That’s the difficulty,” said  Barrington Erle, 

“But of course IW shan’t  touch  it as long Mr. 
Mildmay  is  in  tha Cabinet. He will never con. 
sent to  the  ballot  as First Minister of tbc 
Crown.” 

“Nor would Greshnm, or Pnlliser,” snid XZhi11- 
sas, who did not choose to bring forward his 
;reatest  gun at first. 

‘(I don’t know nhont Greshnm. I t  is im- 
possible to say what Gresham might bring him- 
d f  to do. Gresbnm is a man who mny go nnv 
icngths before he has donc. Plnnty J” It: 

l‘or such was the name by which Mr. Plantngcnct 
t’nlliser w ~ t s  ordinarily known among his friends 
-ccwonld of course go with Mr. Mildmny and 
;he dukc.” 

“ A n d  Monk is opposed t o  the Zlallot,” said 
Phineas. 

“Ah, that’s tllc  question. No doubt he has 
issentecl to the  proposition of a measure  without 
,he ballot;  but if tl~erc should come n rom, nntl 
nen  like Turnbull. dcrnand it, nnd the rJondorl 
nob  kick up a shindy, I clou’t know how far 
donk would he stendg.” 

C‘ Whatevcr ho says, he’ll stick to.” 
‘‘ Hc is your leader, thcn ?” asked Barring- 

on. 
“I don’t know that I havo n leader. Mr. 

J.ildmny leads our side; and if nny body lends 
ne, he does. Dut I have great faith in Mr. 
donk. ” 

L L T h ~ ~ ~ ~ ’ ~  one who would go € 0 ~  the  ballot to- 
norrow, i€ i t  wcrc  brought forward stoutly,” 
nid Bnrrington Erle to Mr. RatIer n few min- 
[tes after\vnrcl, p int ing to Phineas ns he spoke. 

I don’t think  much of that young man,” said 
tntler. 

Mr. Bontccn and Mr. Rntler‘hnd put their 
 cads togethcr during thnt last evcning nt 
ioughlintcr, nnd hnd ngrccd that t h y  did not 
hink much of Pllineas Finn. Why did Mr. 
Cennccly go down off the mountain to get  him 
, pony? And why did Mr. Gresham play chess 
pit11 him? Mr. Rntler and Mr. Bontecn m3y 
L ~ P O  been right in making  up  tllcir minds to 
Ilinlr blxt little of Phineas  Finn,  but Bawington 
Crle had been quite wrong when he lmd said 
hat Phineas would I C  go Cor tho hnllot ” to- 
norrow. Pl~incns lind made up his mind  very 
trongly  thnt he mould alwnys opposo the ballot. 
’hat hc w o d d  hold tho  same opinion throughout 
,is liFe, no one should prctcnd to s y  ; but i n  
lis present mood, nnd under the tumon which 
e hail receivccl from Mr. Monk, be tvas pre- 
Inred to demonstmtc,  out of tho Rousß nnd in 

thnt  the  ballot was, ns a political moasurc, 
nmanly,  ineffective, nnd oncrvnting. Encrvnt- 
~ng lind been n groat mord with Mr, Monk, n r ~ d  
’hineas hnd clung  to it with ndrnirntion. 
The mcetiag  took plncc nt Mr. Mildmay’s on 

he third dny of tho session. Phincns had of 
ourso ilcnrd of such mcctings bcforc, but hnd 
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nwer Attended one. Indeed, there had been no safe men, he was glad to have a n  opportunity of 
such  gathering when M c  Mildmay’s party  came meeting Mr. Turnbull at dinner. 
into power early  in  the  last session. Mr. Mild- In the mean time he went to call on Lttclp 
.mm and his men had then made their  effort  in Laura, whom he had not seen since  thc  last even- 

:l1 ino which he spent in her company nt Loughlin- 

9- 
3- 
It 
is 

tuihing out their opponents, and  had been we 
pleased to rest  awhile  upon their oars. No3 
Ilowever, they must go again to work, and therc 
fore the  Liberal  party was collected nt Mr. Mil( 
may’s house, in order  that  the  Liberal  party mig1 
be told  what it was that Mr. Mildmay and b: 
Cgbinet intended to do. 

Phineas  Finn was quite in the dark as to whr 
would be  the  nature of the  performance on thj 
occasion, and entertained some idea that ever 
gentleman  present would be callecl upon to ex 
press  individualIy his assent or dissent in regar’ 
to the measure proposed. ]He walked to St 
James’s Square with Laurence Fitzgibbon ; bu 
even with  Fitzgibbon was ashamed to show hi 
ignorance by asking questions. ‘‘ After all, 
said Fitzgibbon, “this kind of thing mean 
nothing. I know as well as possible, and so dc 
you, what Mr. Mildmay will say ; and thel 
Gresham  will  say a few words ; and  then Turn 
bull will make R mnrmuy, and then we shall all as 
sent-to any  thing  or  to nothing-and then i 
will be over.’’ Still  Phineas did not understanc 
whether  the assent required would or W d c l  no 
be an individual personal assent. When the af 
fair was over  he found that he was clisnppointcd 
nnd  thnt he might almost as meIl have staye‘ 
nway from the meeting-except that he hac 
attended a t  Mr. Mildmay’s bidding, and ha¿ 
given a silent adllesion to Mr. Mr’ldmny’r 
plnn of rcform for that session. Lnurencc Fitz- 
gibbon had been very nearly correct in his de- 
scription of what would occur. Mr. Mildmay 
made ai long speech. Mr. Turnbull, tllc great 
Radical of the day-the man ml10 mas supposed 
to represent mllat many callcd the Manchester 
school of politics-asked half a dozen qucstions. 
I n  ansmm to these Mr. Gresham made a short 
speech. Then Mr. Mildmnp made  another 
speech, and then  all was over. The gist of the 
whole thing was, that  there should be a Reform 
Bill-very generous in its enlargement of the 

*,franchise-but no ballot. Mr. Turnbnll espress- 
ed his  doubt  whether  this would  be satisfactory 
to  the  country ; bat evcn Mr. Turnbull was soft 
in his  tone and complaisnnt in his manner. As 
there was no reporter present-that plan of 
turning  primte  meetings at  gentlemen’s houses 
into public assemblies not  having beon as yet 
adopted-there could be no need for energy or 
violence. They ment to Mr. Mildmay’s houso 
to hear Mr. Mildmay’s plan--and they heard 

Two days after this Phineas wns to dine  with 
Mr. Monk. Mr. Monk had asked him  in tho 
lobby of the HOU68. I don’t give dinner-par- 
ties,” he said,  (‘but I shou’ltl like you to come 
and meet Mr. Turnbull.” Phineas accepted the 
invitation as a matter of  coul’se. There Were 
many who said thnt Mr.‘Tornbull was the great- 
est man in  the nation, and that the nation could 
be saved only by a direct obedience  to Mr. Turn- 
bull’s instructions.  Others said that Mr. Tuvn- 
bull was a demagogue, and at heart a rebel; 
that he was un-English, false, and very hnger- 
OUS. Phinoas was rather inclined to believe the 
Intter  statement;  and ns danger  and dangerous 
men are always more  attractive t11an safety and 

* it. 

tc~-whom, d e n  he was last  spealdng to her, 
]le had kissed  close beneath  the falls of thc  Lin- 
ter. He found her  at home, and with her ’(t’as 
her husband. ‘ t  Rere is a, Darby  and  Joan mcct- 
ing, is it not P” she said, getting up to welcomc 
him. Fie had seen Mr. Kennedy before,  and 
had been standing close to hinl’during t h  mect- 
ing a t  Mr.  Gresham’s. 
“1 am very glad t o  find you both t0gCthcr.” 

But Robert is going away this instant,” said 
Lady  Laura. ‘t13[ns he told  you of o m  adven- 
tures at Rome T” 

“Not a word.” 
“Then I mast  tell you-but not now. Tho 

dear old pope was so civil to ns. I came io 
think it  quite  a pity thnt he S h ~ d d  be in tl’oulde.” 

L ‘1 must be OE,’’ said the husbnnd, gctting up. 
Bnt I shall meet yon nt dinner, I bclieve,” 
“DO you dine at Mr. Monk’s?” 
( L  Yes ,  and am askcd expressly to hear Turn- 

bull make a convert of you. There are only to  
be us four. Bu Tevair.” Then Mr. ICennody 
ment, and Phineas found himself alone with Z n d v  
Laura. He hardly knew how to address lx;, 
md remained silent. IIcl~ad not prcpnrccl him- 
{elf for the interview as ha ought to l~avc clonr, 
Lnd fclt himself to be awkward. SILO cviclently 
lxpected him to spcnli, and for u few seconds S:IC 
vaiting for what hu might sny. 

At last she found that  it was incumbcnt on hcr 
o bcgin. ( 6  Werc you surprised at our suclclcu- 
less when yon got my note ?” 

‘ (A little. You lm1 spoken of wnitillg.” 
{‘I hac1 never imagined that 1x0 woeld brim 

been impetuous. And ho scorns to think tha t  
even $110 business OF gctting llirnsdf marriad 
mould not justify him in staying away from Pnr-  
liament. Ee  is a rigid  martinet in all matter8 
of duty.” 

‘ L  I did  not monder that ha sllould bo in a bur- 
ry, but that you sI~ouId submit.” 

L t I  told YOLI that I should do just wllnt the 
mise pople told mc. I nslccd pap ,  and 110 said 
that it would bo bettcr. So t110 Inwvycrs wcru 
driven out of their minds, and bl~c milliners out 
of their bodies, nnd tho thing tvns dono.” 

“Who was there nt tho marriago ?” 
I ‘  O s d d  was not; tharc. That 1 ~ O I V  is whnt 

yon moan to ask. Papa said thnt ho might 
como if be plcnscd. Oswald st~1;uIntecl that 110 
should be rcceivcil a8 n son, 111en my fLttbcr 
spoke the hardest word t h t  ovcr fcll from his 
nlouth.” 

What  did hc say T” 
will not repoat it-not; altogcttlm. But ha 

said that Oswald was nor, antitlad t o  n son’s 
treatment. €Ie was very sorß a b ~ ~ t  my monay, 
bacaaso Robert was so generous ns to hiu sat- 
tlemcnt. So tho breach bctwcen tlmm is ns wid0 
as evcr.” 

L‘ And whcrc is Cl~iltern nov?” said Phineas, 
I L  Down in Nortl~arngtonsl~ire, staying ut soma 

inn from whenae he hunts. IIe tclls me that 
he is quita d o n o  ; that h o  newr dinos out, ncwr 
lzns any one to cline with him, thnt he hunts fiva 
or six clny~l n week-ancl reads at nigllt,” 

( L  Thnt i s  not tl bad sort af life.,’ 

! 



PFIINEAS FINN, THE IItISH MEMBER. 55 

‘ c  Not if the reading is any good. But  I can 
not bear that  he  should be so solitary. And  if 
he  breaks  down in  it,  then  his  companions will 
not be fit for him. Do you ever Bunt?” 
((011 yes-at homo in  county  Clare. All 

Irishmen  hunt.” 
c c I wish you would go down to him  and sec 

him. He would be delighted  to  have you.” 
Phineas  thought over the  proposition before 

he answered it, and then made the reply  that 
he l1ad made once before, c L I  would do so, 
Lady Laum, but  that I have no mouey for hunt- 
ing in  England.” 

cc  Alas, alas !” said she, smiling. How that 
hits  one  on  every  sido 1’’ , 

c c  I might  manage it-for a couple of days- 
in March. ’’ 

U Do not do what you tllinlr you ougllt not  to 
do,” said Lady Laura. 

No : eertainlv. But I sboldd like it, and 

has no other expens;!  n&, nrd lrceps a stable 
full of horses, I think  he has scven. or eight. 
And now tell me, Mr. ]Finn ; m l m l  are you go- 
ing  to charm the  House? Or is it  your first iu- 
tcntion  to  strike  terror P” 

I-Ie blusl~ed-lm knew that he blnsl~ed ns 110 
answered-“ Oh, I suppose X shall make some 
sort of attempt  before long. I can’t bear the 
idea of being n bore.,’ 

I think you ought to spcak, Mr. Finn.” 
do not know about t h 3 ,  bnt I certninly 

mean to try. There will be lots of opportunities 
about the new Reform Bill. Of course you know 
that Mr. Mildmay is going to bring  it in RE once. 
Yon llear all thnt from Mr. ICenncdy.” 

“And papa has told me. I still sea papa 
almost  every day. You must  call  upon  him. 
Mind you do.” Phineas  snid  that he certainly 
would. Papa is very  lonely now, and I some- 
times feel that I hnvo hccn almost cruel in  do- 
scrting  him.  And I think  tlwt he l ~ a s  n horror 
of tbc housc-cspccinlly later in the year-always 
fancying  thnt he will moet Oswald. I am so un- 
happy about it  all,  Mr.  Finn.” 

( 6  Why doesn’t your  brother. marry ??’ said 
Phincas, knowing  nothing as yet of Lord Chil- 
tern anil Violot Eflingham. “If he were  to 
marry well, that would bring  your  father round.” 

‘‘And why  should he not?” 
Lady Laurn paused before she answered ; and 

then  she  told  the whole story. “ He is violently 
in  love, and  the girl he loves has rcfused him 
twicc.” 

Is it with Miss Effingham?” asked Phineas, 
gttcssing the  truth nt once, and rcmcmbering 
wllnt Miss Efltingharn hnd  said  to him whcn rid- 
ing in  tho wood. 

“Yes ; with  Violet  Effinghnm ; my father’s 
pct, his favorite, whom he loves next to m y d f -  
almost ns well ns myself; whom he would really 
wolconm as a dnughtcr. I-Ie would gladly mnkc 
her mistross of his house, and of Saulsby. Every 
thing would then go smoothly.’’ 

Yes-it would.” 

‘‘ But  she does not like L o d  Chiltern ?” 
“I bolievo she loves him in her henrt ; but 

she is afraid of him, As she snys herself, n girl 
is bound to bo so carcfnl OF l~ersdf. With all 
l m  acorning flqolic, Violet Ei3ngham is very 
wise. ” 

Phineas, though nut conscious of any f e e h g  
akin  to  jealousy, was annoyed at the revelation 
made  to him. Sincc he had heard that Lord 
Chiltcrn was in  lova with  Miss  Effingham,  he did 
not like Lord  Chiltcrn quite as well ns l x  had 
done before. He himself had  simply admired 
Miss Xffingham, and had taken  pleasure i n  her 
socicty ; but, though  this hail been all, he did 
not like to hear of annother man  wanting to mar- 
ry her, and he was almost  angry with Lady Lau- 
ra for saying tlmt she believed Miss li;ffinghnm 
loved her brothel= If Miss Effingharn had twice 
refused  Lord  Cbiltcm,  thnt  ought  to have been 
sufficient. It tvas not thnt  Phineas mas in love 
with Miss Effingham himself. As he was still 
violently inlove with Lady Laum, any other love 
was of COUI‘SC impossible ; but,  nevertheless,  thew 
was something offensive to him in  the  storyns it 
had been  told, “If i t  bo wisdom on ller part,” 
;aid he, answering Lady L~LUTR’S last words, 
“you can  not  find  fault with her forher decision,” 

X find no  fault;  but I think  my brother 
would malre her happy.” 

Lady  Laum, whcn she was left alone, nt  once 
reverted to tho  tone  in  which Pllincns Finn had 
nnswercd hel* remarks about Miss Effingham, 
Phineus was very ill able to  concenl  his  thoughts, 
nnd wore his l~enrt almost upon his sleeve. 
L‘ Can it bo possiblc that he cwes for  her him- 
;elf ?” That  was the  nature of Lady Laura’s first 
pestion to 11ersclFupon the  matter.  And  in a s t  
.ng l~ersclf thn8 question, she thoaght  nothing of 
!he dispnrity in  rank OT fortune between Phineas 
Fina and Violet Effingham. Nor didit occur to 
Ier n8 at dl improbable that  Violet might acccpt 
,he love of him who had so lately been her own 
over. But  the idea gratcd  ngninst her mishes 
)n two sides. She was most  anxious  that  Violet 
1101114 ultimately  bccomc her brother’s wife- 
tnd she could not be plensecl that  Phineas  should 
)e able  to love any woman. 
I must beg my readers not to  be carricd  nvay 

)y tllose  last  words  into any erroneous conclu- 
;ion. They must not  supposc that  Lady Laura 
Kennedy, the lately mnn*icd bridc, indulged a 
Zuilty passion for the  young man  who llncl loved 
mr. Though she lmd prob~~bly thought often of 
Phineas Finn since  her marriage, her thoughts 
laci never been of n nature  to dishu% her rcst. 
It had never occurred to her even to think  thnt 
;he rcgnrded him wí611 any feclin that was nn 
)ffense to her husband. She \vouf¿i llave l~ntcd 
,~arsclf hac1 any such idea  presented  itself to llar 
.ninif. She prided bersolf oz1 being  a pwc high- 
~ i n c i p l e d  woman, who had kept so strong n 
iuard upon herself as to bc ncarly  frcc from thc 
jangera of those rocks upon which  odler women 
mako shipwreck of their hnppincss. Shc  took 
wide in  this, and would then blame herself for 
Ier own pride. BUL thong11 she so blamed her- 
;elf; it nerer  occurred  to her to think thnt to her 
;here might be danger of such allipwreck. She 
~ n d  put nmny from herself tlm idca of love when 
h e  had Iirs t  perceived that  Phinons hnd regnrdod 
ICY with  morc  than  fricndship, and had accept- 
>d Mr. Rcnncdy’s offcr  with an assured convic- 
;ion thnt by doing so she wns ncting bcst for ller 
xvn happiness and for thnt of all those  concorn- 
?d. She hncl felt tlre romance of the position to  
Je sweet wl~cn Phincns hnd stood with hcr at 
tho top of the falla of tlw Linter, and had  told 
her of t h  hupes which he  had dnrcd to indulgo. 
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4nd when at  the bottom of the falls he  had pre 
umed to  take her in his arms, she bad forgive: 
,imwithoutdiffi~ulty to herself, telling herself tha 
hat would  be the alpha and the omega of the rc 

inance of her life. She had not felt herself b o m  
to tell Mr. Eennedy of what had occurred, but s11 
had felt that  he could hardlyhavc been angry elrel 
had he been  told. And  she  had often thought oí 
her lover since, and of his love-telling herselj 
that she too had once had a lover, never regardin! 
her husband in that light ; but her thoughts hac 
:ft frightened  her as guilty thoughts will do 
lhere had come a romance which had beex 
pleksant, and it mas gone6 It had been soor 
banished, but it had left to her a sweet flavor: 
of which she loved to taste the sweetness thougl 
she knew thnt it WHS gone. And the man shouli 
be her friend, but especially her husband’s friend. 
It shonld be her  care to see that his life !TEIS suc- 
ccssfuI-and especially her husband’s care. Ií 
mas a great delight to her to know that her hus- 
band liked the man. And the m m  mould mar- 

. ry, and  the man’s wife should be  her  friend. 
All this had been very pure  and vcry pleasant. 
Now an idea had flitted across her brain thal 
the man was in Iove with some one else-and 
she did not like it I 

But she did not therefore become afraid of  her. 
self, or in the leist realize nt once the  danger of 
her o m  position. Her immediate gIance a t  the 
matter  did  not  go beyond the falseness of men. 
If it  Rere so, as she suspected-if Thineas Finn 
had in truth  transferred his affections to Viole1 
Effingham, of how little vaIua was the love of 
such a man! I t  did not occur to her nt this 
moment that  she also had trnnsferred hers to 
Robert Kennedy, or that, if not, she had done 
morse. But she did remember thnt in  the au- 
tumn this  young Phoebus among men had turn- 
ed his back upon her out upon the  mountain  that 
he might hide from her the ngony of his heart 
when he  learned tlmt she was to be the wife of 
another  man;  and  that now, before the winter 
was over, he could not  hide from her the fact; 
that his heart mas elsewhere ! And then she 
speculated, and counted up facts, and satisfied 
11erseIf that Pllinens could not even have seen 
Violet Xffinghnm since they two had stood to- 
gether upon thc mountain. €IOW fdse are men ! 
how false and how wenk  of hcnrt ! 

Chiltern  and  Violet Effinghnm !” snid Phin- 
C B S  to himself, ns he mnlked away from Grosvenor 
Place, ‘‘ Is i t  fair  thnt  she should be sacrificed 
bceanse sheis rich. nnd because she is so wjnnine 

CHAPTER X-VIII. 
N.IR. TURNBULL. 
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nnd so fnscinating’tbnt Lord Brcntforcl would r: ‘‘ Nor I either,” said %Mr. Monk. Then the 
ccive even his son for the sake of receiving also Laird of Loughlinter was announced,  nnd  they 
such a daughter-in-law?” Phinens  also liked all went down to dinner. 
Lord Chihern; had seen or fancied thnt hc lmd Mr. Turnbull wns n good-looking robust  Inan 
seen fine things in  him; had looked forward to about sixty, with long grey hair nnd n rad com- 
%is regeneration, hoping,  perhnps, that he might plexion, with hard eyes, a well-cut nose, rind 
have some hand in the good worlr. But he did fu11 lips. 110 mas nearly  six feet high, stood 
not recognize tho propriety of sacrificing Violet quite upright, and nlwnys wore a. blnclr  swnl10.c~- 
Effingham even for work so good ns this. If  tnil cont, black trousers, and n black silk wnisl- 
Miss Effingllnrn  hnd  refused Lord Chiltern twice, coat. In  the I-Iouse, at  lenst, he wns nl\vnra so 
surely thnt  ought to be sufficient. It did not as dressed, and nt dinner-tables. What diffcl*ence 
pet occur to him that the love of such a girl as tlxre might be in his costume when st home  nt 
Violet would be n grent trensure-to himself. Stnleybridge few of those mbo saw him in Lon- 
As regarded himself, he mns still in love-hope- don had the mcnns of knowing. There was 
lessly in love, with Latlp Lnurn Rennedg nothing in his face to indieate special talmt. 

No one looking nt him mould tnke him t,o bo B 
L_t__ fool ; but there W ~ B  none of the fìre of geni us in 

his oye, nor was thetc in  the Iincs  of his mouth 

IT was n Wednesday evening and there was 
no House ; and a t  seven oYclock Phineas was at  
Mr. Monk‘s hall door. He was the  first of the 
guests, and  he found Mr.  Monk  alone  in’  the din- 
ing-room. ‘‘ I a m  doing butler,” said Mr. 
Monk, who had R braco of decanters in his 
hands, which he proceeded to put down in the 
neighborhood of the fire. “But I llave finish- 
ed, and nom me :vi11 go up stairs to receive the 
two great men properly.” 

‘ I  I beg your pardon  for  coming too enrIy,” 
said Finn. 

b (  Not a minute  too early. Seren is seven, 
and  it is X who am too late. But, Lord bless 
$ou, you don‘t think I’m itshamed of beiqg found 
i n  the act of decanting my own wine I re- 
member Lord  Palmerston  saying before some 
committee about salaries, five or six years ago 
nom, I dare say, that  it wouldn’t do for an En- 
glish Minister to have his hall  door opened by a 
maid-servant. Now, I’m an English Minister, * 

and I’ve got nobody but a maid-servant to  open 
my haf1 door, and I’m obliged to look after my 
own wine. I wonder whether it’s improper ? I 
shouldn’t like to be the means of injuring tho 
British Constitution.” 

“Perhaps if you resign soon, and ìf nobody 
follows your example, grme evil results may bo 

I ‘  I sincerely hope so, for 1 do love the British 
Co~~stitntion; and I love also the respect in 
whicll members of the English  Cabinet aro held. 
Now Turnbull, who will be Ilere in a moment, 
natos it all ; but he is a rich m q  nnd has more 
?owdered footmen hnnging about his house than 
?Ver Lord Palmerston bad himself. ” 

aroidcd.il 

“ €Te is still in business P” 
, Oh yes; and makes his thirty thousand [t 

irear. Bere he is. Ilow are yon, Turnbull? , 

We were talking about my maid-servant. I 
she opened the door  for you properly.” 

‘‘ Ccrtainlg, .ns far as I perceived,” said Mr. 
I‘urnbull, mho was better at a speech than n 
joke. very respectablo young woman, I 

“There is not one more so in n11 London,” 
laid Mr. Monk ; L i  b u t  Finn seems t o  thinIr tlmt 
: onght t o  llave n man  in livery.” 

LLIt; is n matter of perfect indiffcrcnce to me,’’ 
;nid Mr. Turnbull. “I am one of those ml10 
lever think of such thin~s.” 

~ h O U 1 d  sap.” 



gcÏ1eralIy to -be- found in-thc fnces df men and 
women who have made thcmsclves grcnt. Mr, 
Twnbdll   had certainly mndc himself grcat, and 
could  hnrdly havo donc so without forcc of intcl- 
lect. H e  was one of tho  most popular, if no! 
the most populnr politician in the  country. 
Poor men bclieved in him,  thinlcing thnt  hc .was 
their  most honcst public friend;  and  men mhc 
WBTC nat poor belleved in his power, thinking 
thnt his connsels must surely prevail. I-Ie I1ad 
obtnincd  the car of the EIouse and thc favor of 
the roportcrs, and ‘oponed his voice at  no public 
dinner,  on  no  plnthrm, without a  co~rviction 
thnt  the words spoken by him would bo rend by 
thousnnds. Tho first necessity for good speak- 
ing  is a large nudicnce ; nnd of this advnntngo 
Mr. Tnrnbull had made himsclf sure. And yct 
it could hnrclly bo snid that he was n grcat ora- 
tor. 1-h was giftcd nith a powcrful voice, with 
strong, and I may, perhaps, call tllcm broad 
convictions, with pcrfcct self-rcliancc, with al- 
most unlimited powers of eudnmncc,  with hot 
ambition, with no kccn scruples, nnd with n 
morn1 skin of grent thiekncss. Nothing micl 
ngninst  him pained him, no attacks woundcrl 
him, no millcry touchcd him in the h s t .  
T l~e ro  was not B sore spot nbnut  him, nnd probn- 
bIy liis first thoughts on wnking  ovcry morning 
told him tllnt hc, nt lcast, W S  totus teros atpe 
ra17t72dw. Ha was, of COIII~SO, n thorough IEadi- 
ctL-aniI. so wns Mr. Monk. ß u t  Mr. Monk’s 
first waking  thoughts war0 robahly exactly  tho 
reverso of thosc of liis friancf. Mr. Monk was B 
much hotter man  in tlabata than Mr. Turnbull; 
but Mr. Monk was ovar doubting of himself, nnd 
never doubted of  himself so much as whon hc 
llncl beon most violent, and also most effectivo, in 
dcbntc. Wlren Mr. Monk jccred nt llimself for 
being n Cnbinct Ministcr nncl keeping no attencl- 
nnt  gmndcr  than n parlor-maid, clrorc was a 
sabstmtnm of self-doubt nnder tho jolre. 

Mr. Turnbull tvns ccrtainly  n gront Rndicd, 
and  as euch cnjoyad a grcnt rcputntion, I do 
not think thnt high ofico in tho Stato lind cvcr 
been offorcd to him j but tllings lind bccn said 
which  justificd him, or scorned to himsclf to jus- 
tify him, in dcclnrlng thnt  in no possiblo eir- 
curnstancca would ho scrve tho Crown. ‘;J: 
scrvo t110 pcople,” he had said, and much ns I 
rcspcct Clzo scrvants of tho Crown, I think  that 
m y  own offica is tho higher.” $10 bad boon 
grently cnllerl to task for tbia spcccll ; nnd Mr. 
Miltlrnny, t h  prcscnt I+xnicr, lxail askccl him 
tvllcttllar l m  did not rocognize the so-cnllod mrv- 
nrltv of the CroWn as the most hnrd-norkcd and 
truest servants of the pcople. The PIouso ancl 
the press hacl supported Mr. Mildmay, but to all 
thnt Mr. ‘l!arnbull wns quito indiflerent;  and 
whcn nn nsscrtion mndc by him bcforc t lmo or 
four thousand persons at Mancllestor, to  the 
ccli.c!L thnt hc-lm specially-was the  friend  and 
scrvnnt of t l~c  peo~~lc,  WIM received with nccla- 
m d o n ,  he %alt quito sntisficd thnt hc had gnin- 
od his point. Prograssive reform in  the fmn- 
chise, o f  which mnnllood snf f rnp  should be the 
acknowlcdgad tznd not fur-distant end, equal 
oIactorn1 cli~triets, bnllot, tcnnnt right for En- 
gl~tntl REI wol1 aa IraInncl, rccluction of tJlc stnnd- 
ing army till tl~crc should be no standing army 
to I Y ~ I I C C ,  uttur disrogarcl of n11 political Inavo- 
mont8 in Europc, tul nlmast idolatrous nrlmirn- 

free trade in*cvery tiling except malt, and at; 
nbsolutc extinction of n State Church-these 
wcre among the principd articles in Mr. Turn- 
bull’s political cntttlogue. And I think  thnt 
when once he had lcnrncd the art of arranging 
his words as he stood upon his legs, and had so 
mastercd his own voice nt; t o  luwe obtained the 
enr of the I-Iousc, the work of his life was not 
diEcult. Having nothing to construct, ho 
could always deal with gcncmlities. Being frcc 
from responsibility, he was not cnllcd upon citllcr 
to  study details or to mnstcr men grcnt fwts. 
It ~ V R S  his business to inveigh against cxistf~lg 
evils, nnd pcrbaps there is no ensicr busincss 
when once thc privilege of an audicnec bas been 
attained. It was  his work to  cut down forest- 
trees,  nnd  ho had nothing to do with thc subsc- 
quent cultivation of tIlc land. Mr. Monk llad 
oncc told  Phineas Finn how great werc the 
charms of that innccnracy which was permitted 
to tho opposition. Mr. Tarnbnll no doubt en- 
joyed tl~cse charms to t110 full, though hc would 
Sooner have put n padlock on h i s  motltll for n 
month tlmn havo owned as much. Upon tbc 
whole, Mr. Turnbull was no doubt; right  in rc- 
solving that he ~vould not  tnke office, though 
soma rcticenca o n d m  subjcot might hnvc bec11 
more bocoming to him. 

Tho convorsation nt dinner,  though it mas d- 
togother on politicnl subjects, had in it nothing 
Df spccinl intorest as long ns t he  girl WEH there 
LQ changa tho plates ; but when she was gom, 
mnd the cloor wns cIoscc1, i t  gradunlly opencd 
)ut, and  thcre cnmc on to be n plcnsant spar- 
:hg mntclr betwccn  tho two great Radicals- 
;be Rndicnl .who lind joined himself to t h  gor- 
ming  powers, nnd tho  13adical  mho stood doof. 
Nr. I<cnncdy barely said n worcl  now and then, 
ml Pllincns wns almost as silent as Mr. Ii’cnnc- 
ly. 110 had COMO therc to hear  some auch 
fiscussion, and was quito willing to listen while 
31111s of  SUC^ grent calibre W C ~ O  beiug lìrcd off 
.’or his nmuserncnt. 
‘‘1 think Mr. Mildmny is making n gront 

3 t ~ p  forward,” snid Mr. Turnbull. 
U I think ha is,” said Mr. Monk. 
‘‘1 did not belicvo that ho would evor livc to 
BO fnr. It )vi11 hnrdly suffice even for this 

year ; brit still, coming from him, it is n grcnt 
:leal. I t  only  shows hotv far n man may be 
mado $0 go, if only tho proper forco be npplied. 
After all, it, matters very little who arc tho Min- 
iSEC1‘R.” 

6; Thnt is wlmt I have almnvs dcc~Rl-cd,” said 
Mr. Monlr. 

‘‘Verv little inclccd. We don’t mincl ~ ~ 1 1 0 ~ 1 ~ -  
:T it be”Lord dc Tonh*, or Mr. Mildnmy, or 
Mr, Gresham, or  yon yonrsclf, if you cl1oosc 
;o got yourself nradc First Lard of tbc Trcns- 
“‘y. 

I havo 110 such ambition, Turnbull. ” 
“1 should hnvc thought you hnd. If I wvent; 

‘n for that  kind of thing myself, 1 shonld lilw 
;o go to the top of the ladder. I sl~ornld f c d  
,hat if I could do nny p o c l  nt d l  bybacoming n 
Ninisher? I coulcl only do it by becoming Picfit, 
Ministcr.” * 

cLYou wouldn’t doubt your own fitncss €or 
n~ch n position P ”  
“I cloabt; my fltness for the position of any 

Ministcr,” anid MP. Tu~nbull. 
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c c Y ~ ~ ~  mean that on other grounds,” saidMr. 

Eennedy. 
6 ‘  I mean it  on every ground,” said Mr. Tnrn- 

bull,  rising  on  his legs ancl standing with his 
bRck to the fire. Of course I am not  fit  to 
have diplomatic  intercourse  with men who 
would come to me simply with  the  desire of de- 
ceiving me. Of course I am unfit to deal with 
members of Parliament who would flock around 
me because they  wanted places. Of course I 
aro unfit  to  answer every man’s question so as 
to give  no  information to  any one.” 
“ Could  you  not  answer  them so as to give 

information P” said Mr. Kennedy. 
But Mr. Turnbull was so intent on his speech 

that it may be doubted vhether he heard  this in- 
terruption. He took no notice of it as he went 
on. “Of course I am unfit to maintain the 
proprieties of a seeming confidence between n 
Crown all-powerless and a people all-powerful. 
No man recognizes his own unfitness for such 
work more clearly  than I do, Mr. Monk. But 
if I took in hand such work at all, I should  like 
to be the leader,  and  not the led. Tell us fair- 
ly? nom, what arc your convictions  worth in Mr. 
Mildmay’s  Cabinet T” 

That is a question which a man may hard- 
ly answer bimsel€,” said lTr..Monk. 

It is R question which a man should at  least 
answer for himself before be consents to  sit 
there,”  said Mr. Turnbull, i n  a tone of voice 
which TVLZS almost angry. 

“And what reason 11a.v~ you for  supposing 
that I have omitted that duty ?” snicl Mr Monk. 

Simply this-that T can  not reconcile your 
known opinions with the practices of your col- 
leagues. ,’ 
‘I I will not tell you what my convictions may 

be worth in Mr. Mildmay’s Cabinet. I will not 
takc upon myself to  say that  they &re mort11 the 
chair on which I sit when I am there. But I 
will  tcll you what my aspirations were when I 
consented to  fill that chair, and you shall  judge 
of their worth. I thought that  they  might pos- 
sibly leaven the bnkh o€ bread which we have to 
bake-giving to the whole batch more of the 
flavor of reform than it would have possessed 
had I absented nlyself. I thought  that when I 
was asked to join Mr.  Mildmay and Mr. Grcsh- 
am, the very fact of thnt  request indicatecl Lib- 
erd progress, and  that if I refused the  request I 
should be dcclining t o  assist in good mark.)’ 

‘ (Pou conld llave supported them, if any thing 
mere proposed worthy of support,” said Mr. 
Turnbull. 

I L  Yes ; but I conld not have been so effective 
in  taking  care  that some memure be proposed 
worthy of support as I may possibly be nom. I 
thought a good deal about it, and I believe that 
my decision was right.“ 

(‘ I’m sure you were right,” said Mr. I h n -  
nedy. 

There can be no juster object of ambidon 
than R seat in  the Cabinett” said Phineas. 

“Sil-, I must dispute that,”  said Mr. Turnbull, 
turning  round upon our hero, (‘1 regard  the 
position of our high Ministers as most re,spect- 
able.” 

“Thank you for so much,” said Mr. Monk. 
But  the  orator  ment on, again regardless of the 
interruption : 
“ The position of gcntlemen  in inforior offices 

-of gentlemen who attend  rather to t h  nods nnd 
winks of their  superiors in Downing Street  than 
to the interests of their constituents-I do not re- 
gard as being highly respectable.” 

“ A  man can not begin a t  the top,” said 
Phineas. 

‘6 Oar friend  Mr.  Monk has begun at what 
you are pleased to call  the top,” said Mr. Turn- 
bull. ‘‘ But I will not profess to think  that even 
he has raised himself by going  into oflice. T o  
be an  independent  rcprcsentntive of n rcally pop- 
ular commercial constituency is, in my estimn- 
tion, the highest object of m Englishman’s am- 
bition. ” 

‘L But why com.mercia1, Mr.  Tnmball ? j t  said 
Nr. Kennedy. 

Because the commercial  constituencics rcally 
do elect their own members in accordnncc with 
their own judgments,  whereas the countics and 
the small towns arc coercocl cither by individu- 
als or by a combination of aristocratic influ- 
cnces,y’ 

Ancl yet,” said Mr. ICenncdy, ‘( t lmo arc not 
half a dozen Conservatives returnod by all the 
counties in Scotland.” 
“ Scotland is vcry much  to be honorcd,” snid 

Mr. Turnbull. 
Mr. Keunedy was the first to take his de- 

parture,  and Mr. Turnbull í'allowed him vcry 
quiclrly. Phincas got up  to go nt the same timo, 
bnt stayed at his host’s request, ancl sat for n 
while smoking a cigar. 
“ Turnbull  is n wonderful man,” said Mr. 

Monk. 
“Does he not domineer too much?” 
(Ca i s  fault is not nrrognncc, so much ns ig- 

norance thnt  there is, or sl~ould be, n difiwonce 
between public and privnte life, T h  tho Housc 
of Commons a man in M S ,  Turnbull’s pusitivn 
must speak with dictatorial RsBurctnce. IIo i s  
always addressing, not  tho IIouse only, but t h  
country nt large, and the country will not believe 
in him unless be believe in himself. But hc for- 
gets  that  be is not always addressing the conntry 
at large. 3; tvonder what  sost of timo M ~ H .  
Turnbull and the  little  Turnbulls 11nve of it 9’’ 

Phineas, as b o  went home, mado 1113 his mind 
that MTS. Turnbull and t11c little Tturnbulls muht 
probably havo n Bad timo of it. 

CI-IAI’TElt XIX. 
LORD UIIlLTERN BIDES XIIS XIORSID DONE- 

BREAICER. 

TT \vas known that wvhntetw might be the clc- 
tails of Mr. Mildmay’s bill, tho balIot would uot 
form n part of it ; nncl m there wns a fitrong 
party in  the  House of Commons, ancl n vary 
nnmcrous party  out of it, who were desirous thnt 
voting by ballot should bo mado n part of t110 
electoral law, i t  was decidcd chnt an irldependant 
motion should bo broaght on in anticipation of 
Mr. Mildmay’s bill. Tho arrangement was proh- 
ably one of Mr. Mildmay’s own making ; so thnt 
he  might be hampered by PO opposition on tlltlt 
subject by his own followers ir-as 110 clid n ~ t  
d o u b t i t h  motion should be lost. Z t  WEIS ex- 
pected thnt  the dcbnte wonld not Inst ovor o w  
night, and Phinaas resolved thul bo  wonlcl m d o  
hilis maiden spacch on this occasion. 11s hnd twy  

k 
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strong opinions as to  the inefficacy of the ballot 
for any good purposes, and thought that he mighl 
be able Bo strike  out from his convictions some 
sparks of that fire vhich used to be so plentiful 
with  him a t  the old debating clubs. But even al 
breakfast  that  morning his heart  began to beal 
qnickly at  the  idea of having to  stand  on  his legs 
before so critical an audience. 

I-Ie knew that  it would be well that  he should 
if possible get  the subject off his mind  during the 
day, and  therefore  went out among people whc 
certainly would not  talk to him about  the ballot. 
H c  sat for nearly  an hour in  the  morning  with  Mr, 
Low, and  did  not even tell Mr. Low  that  it was 
his  intention  to speak on that day. Then  he made 
one  or two other calls, and at  abont  three went 
up to  Portman Square to look for Lord  Chiltem. 
I t  mas now nearly  the  end of February,  and  Phin- 
eas had often seen Lady  Laura. 3FIe had not 
seen  her brother, but had  learned  from  his sistcr 
that he  had bcen driven up to  London by the frost. 
I-Ic was told by the porter at  Lord Brentford? 
that  Lord  Chiltern was in  the house, and as hc 
was passing through  the  hall  he  met Lord Brent- 
ford himself, 130 was thus driven to speak, and 
felt himself callcd upon to explain why he was 
there. “I am come to see Lord Chiltern,” he 
said. 

L‘ 31s Lord  Chiltern  in  the h o ~ m ? ”  said the 
earl,  turning  to  the servant. 

Yes, my  lord ; his  lordship  arrived last 
night.” 

‘ L  You will find him up stairs, 1 suppose,’’ said 
the earl. “Sor myself, I know nothing of him.” 
€Ie spoke in  an angry tone, as though he resented 
the fact  that any one should come to his house to 
call upon his son ; and  turned his back quickly 
upon Phineas.  But he thought  bettcr of it before 
he reachcd  the  front door, and  turned again. 
‘‘ By the bye,” said he, ‘( what majority shall we 
have to-night, Finn ?” ‘‘ Pretty ncarly as mnny as you please to nmx, 
my  lord,”  said Yhincas. 

‘ L  Well-yes ; I suppose we are  tolerably safe. 
You ought to speak upon it.” 

6cPerbnps I may,” said Phineas,  feeling  that 
hc  blushed RB bo spolre. 

L rD~ ,”sn id  the  earl. Do. Ifyou seeLol‘d 
Chiltern, will you tell him from me that I dlonld 
bc glad  to seo him before he leavcs London. I 
shall be  nt home till noon to-morrow.” Phinom, 
much nstonished at  the commission given to him, 
of course said that he would do RS he was desired, 
and then passed on to Lord Chiltern’s apart- 
mcnts. 

He found his friend standing  in  the  middle of 
the room, without coat and waistcoat, with a 
pair of dumb-bolls in  his hands. L L Whcn there’s 
no hunting  I’m driven to this kind of tiling," said 
Lord Chiltcrn. 

L‘ I suppose it’s good exercise,” said  Phineas, 
“And it givcs me something to do. Whcn 

I’m in London I fcel lika a gipsy in  church,  till 
the  time comes  fol* prowling out nt  night. I’ve 
no occupation for my days whatever, and no 
place  to which I can  take myself. I can’t  stand 
in a club window as some men do, and I should 
disgrace any  decent club ir I did stand  there. I 
belong to  the  Travelers, but I doubt whether  the 
porter would let me go in.” 

X think you pique yourself on being mora of 
an outcr Bohomian than ,you mc,” said Phineas. 

“I pique myself  on this, thnt mllether Bohe- 
mian or not, I will go nowhere that I am  not 
wanted. Though-for the matter of that, I snp- 
pose I’m not wanted hera.” Then  Phineas gave 
him the message from his father. “He wishes 
to see me to-morrow morning 1” continued Lord 
Chiltern. “Let him sendrne word what it is he 
has t Q  Say to  me. I do not choose to be insultcd 
by him,  though he is my fatl~er.” 

I would certainly go,  if I were yoq.’’ 
“ I doubt it very much, if all the  circumstances 

were the same. Let him tell me mhat he 
wants.” 

L c Of course I can not ask: him,  Chiltern.” 
LrI know what  he  wants  very well. Laura 

has been interfering  and  doing no good. You 
know Violet Effinghnm 1” 

‘ L  Yes ; I know her,” sai? Phineas, much sur- 
prised. 
“ They want her to marry me.” 
;‘And you do not wish to marry her Pt’ 
“I  did not say that. But do you think thac 

such a girl as Miss Effingham would marry  such 
a man  as I am ? She would bc nluch more like- 
ly to take you. By George, she would! Do 
you know that  she has three  thousand a year of 
her own P’’ 

‘’ I know that ske has money.” 
( L  That’s  about  the  tune of it, I would take 

her  without a shilling to-morrow, if she vould 
have me-becauso I like her. She is  tho only 
girl I ever did like. $ut what  is the use of my 
liking her? They have painted  me so blaak 
among them, especially my father, that no dc- 
cent girl would think of marrying me.” 

I L  Your  father ‘can’t; be angry with you if- you 
30 your best to comply with his wishes.” 

6 6  I don’t care a straw  whether  he be angry or 
uot. €Ie allows me eight hundred rc year, and 
he knows thnt if he stopped it I shonld go to the 
Jews the next day. Z could  not  help myself. 
I-Ie can’t leave an acre away from mc, and get 
le \von% join me in raising money for the sake 
)f paying Laura lier fortune.” 

‘CLady L~LLW. can hardlywnntm~noy now.” 
GLThnt detestable prig whom she hns chosen 

;o marry,  and whom 1 hato  with all my heart, 
8 richer  than cver Crmsns was ; but neverthe- 
ess Laura ought to  bave lm o m  money. She 
;hall havo it sorno day.’’ 

‘ 6  I would see Lord  Brentford, if I w c x  you.” 
“I will think xbout it. Now tell me  about 

:oming down to Willingford. Laura sags y011 
vil1 come some day in  March. I can mount 
TOU for a couple of days, and  should be delightcd 
;O have you. My horses all  pull likß the mis- 
:Ilief, and rush  like devils, and mant n deal of 
Wng  ; but  an  Irishman likes that.” 

6 6  1 do not dislike it particularly.” 
6 ‘  1 like it. 1 prcfer to have something to do 

)n horseback. Wllcn a m m  tells me that  n 
lorSe is an mm-chair, I always tell  him to  put 
he  brute  into  his bedroom. Mind you come. 
rho jlouseI stay a t  iscallcd  the Willingford Bull, 
tnd it’s just four miles from Peterborou~l~.” 
?hinoas swore that  he would go down nnd rido 
he pulling horses, and then took bis 1ea.r’~~ oar- 
lostlg advising Lord Chiltern, as hewent,  to keep 
he appointment proposed by his  fatber, 

When  the  morning camc, at half-past oleven, 
,he son, who had bcen standing for half fin how 
rith his back to tha fire in the large gloomy din- 

’ ’ ,  
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his father’s room. 
L‘OSW.~]~,’’ said  the father, “I  have sent fa 

TOU because I think  it may be BS mCIlt0 SpealC t( 
pou on somc business. Will you  sit d o ~ d ’  
Lord Chiltern  sat down, but  did  not answer E 
word. ‘6 I feel very unhappy abont your sister’: 
fortune,”  said the earl. 

So do I-vcry unhappy. We c m  raisc t h  
money between us, and pay her to-morrow, if 
you please it.” 

“It was in opposition to my ndvice that shc 
paid  your  debts.” 

And in opposition to mino too.” 
(CI told  her  that  I’wonld  not  pay them, and 

were I to give her back to-morrow, ns you say, 
tbc moncy tbat she has so used, I should. be ad- 
tifying myself. But I will do so on one  condi- 
tion. I will join with you in  raising  tllc  money 
for your sister, on one condition.” 

‘ I  What is  that ?” 
Laura tells me-indecd shc has told mc oft- 

en-  that you are attached  to  Violct Effing- 
ham.” 

“But Violet Effingham, my lord, is unhnp- 
pily not  attached  to mc.” 
“I do not know how thnt may be. Of cotme 

I can  not say. I have ncrcr taken tho libcrty 
of interrogating her upon the subject.” 

“Even yoi1, my lord, could hardly hnvc done 
that. ’ j  

‘‘ What do you mean by that? I say that I 
never l~ave,” said the e d ,  angrily. 

“I simply mean  that even you could  hardly 
have asked Miss  Effingham such. a qucstion. I 
have asked her,  and she has refuscd me. ” 

“ But girls often do that, and  yct  accept nfter- 
ward the men whom thcy have refused. Laura 
tells me that she believes thnt Violct would con- 
sent if you pressed your suit.” 
“ Laura knows nothing about, i t  my lord.” 
“ There pou arc probably wrong. L a ~ u * a  and 

Violet arc very close friends, and  ham no doubt 
discussed this  mattcrnmong  them. At  any mee, 
it may be as wcll that you sl~otdd henr what I 
llave to say. Of course I shall not interfere my- 
self. There is no groclnd on which I c m  do so 
with propriety. ” 

“ None whatever, ” said Lord CIliltcm. 
The earl  became very angry,  nnd  nonrly brolra 

down in his anger. I-Xc paused for n moment, 
feeling disposed to tcll his son to go rind never 
to see him again. But  be g~llpcd down his 
wrath, and went on with his speech. My 
meaning, sir, is  this;  that I haw so grcat fait11 
in  Violet Effingham, that I would receive Ilor ne- 
ceptance of your hand as the only prooP wIlicI1 
lvould be convincing to me of amcndmcnt in 
your moclc of life. If she were to do so I w n n ~  I 
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and if I wcrc snrc of it, I should be rcnlly glad to  
scc tlinl.” Then  they finishcd their  lunch, and 
Lady. Lnurn got up and led  the may to  the 
drnwmg-room. 

I hope you remember,” said shc, grmcly, 
thnt yon might bo n snvior to him.” 
í L  I do not believc in girls being snviors to men. 

I t  is tllc man who should bc tho savior to  the 
girl. If I nlnrry at nll? I lmvc t h  right to cx- 
pect that protection shall be given to me-not 
that I shnll llavc to givc it.” 

“ Violct, you are determined to rnisrcprcscnt 
wl~nt I mcnn.” 

Lord Clriltcrn was wnIlting allont tho room, 
nnd clic1 not sit clown when tllcy cntcrcd. The 
ordinnry grcctings took place, nnd Miss Effing- 
11mn made somc rcrnnrk nbout the frost. “Bnt 
it sccnls to be going,” she snid, L ‘  nnrl I supposc 
tlmt yon will soon bo at work again P” 

Yes ; I shall  hunt to-morrovv,” saiil Lord 
Chiltcrn. 

the  ncxt dny, nnd the  next, nnd tllc 
next,” snid Violet, ‘‘ till nbout tho micldlc o€ 
Alwil-nnd thcn your pcriocl of miscry mill bc- 
gin T” 

“Exnctly,” snid Lord Chiltcm. ‘<I llnvc 
nothing but hunting  tllnt I can call nu occnpn- 
tion. ’’ 

W h y  don’t you mako one?” said his sister. 
I‘ I mcnn to do so, if it bo possiblc. Lnurn, 

tvould you mind Icnviug me and Miss Effiiag:ham 
donc for a few minutcs P” 
Lady Laura got up, ml so also did Mise 

Eflinghnm. Bor wlmt pur pos^?" snicl  the 
lnttcr. “It can not bc for any good p1Irposo.” 

“At any rata I wish it, nnd X will not  harm 
you.” Lndy Laura was now going, but panscd 
bcforc s11c reachecl the door. L‘Laura, will 
you do ns I nslc yon?” snid the brotbcr. Then 
Lntly Lnurn wcnt. 

“ It wns not tllnt I fenrccl youwould harm mc, 
Lord Chiltcm,” snid Violct. 

‘( No ; I know it \vna not. But whnt I sny is 
nlwnys  snid  nwkwnritly. An honr ngo I did  not 
know thnt you wcro in town, but whcn I was 
told t l ~ c  ncws I cnmc nt onco. My fntllcr told 
mc.” 

‘‘ I nm so glad thnt yon sec your father.” 
(‘ I havo not spokcn t o  him for months bcforo, 

nnd probn1)ly mny not spcak to hiln for  montln 
ngnin. 13nt tllare is oncpoint, Violct, on which 
1lC nncl I flgrco.” \ 

I hopo tharc will soon bo many.” 
I t  is possible, bot 1 fccnr not pyobablc. 

Look hcrc, Violct,” nncl he lookcd nt  llcr with 
all liis eyes, till it sccmed to her tbnt  he was n11 
cycs, SO grent wns tho intcnsity o€ his gnze. I 
sllonld scorn mysolf werc I to permit myself to 
cnnm lrchrc you with n plcn {or yorw fnvor 
foundcrl m rrly f d c r ’ s  whims.  My fatllcr ia  
un rcn~onddc ,  nnd llas bccn vary unjust to mo. 
110 l~rls cvcr  bclicvccl cvil of mo,  and Ilns bc- 
lievctl it oftcn whcn n11 t h  world kncw tllnt ha 
wns wrong. I cara littlc fur baing rcconcilcd 
to n f d c r  who has bccn so crucl to me.” 

110 lovcs mc dcurly, and is my friend. I 
woulcl wtbcr thnt yon should not spcnk agninst 
him to me.” 

L‘ Yon will unclcrstnnd, nt lcnst, that I nm 
nsking nothing from you lmnuso h o  wishcs it. 
Laurrc probnbly hns told you thnt you may mnko 
tllings straight by becoming my wire." 

“ She hns, certainly, Lord  Chiltern.” 
“ I t  is nn argument that  she should never have 

used. It is an argument  to which you shouId 
not listen €oor a moment. Make things  straight 
indeed I Who can tell ? Thero would be very 
littlc m d e  straight by such a marriage, if it 
were llot thnt I loved you. Violet, that is my 
p h ,  nnd my only one. I love  you so well that 
I do bclicve thnt if you took mc 1 should return 
to the old ways, and become RS other men are, 
and be in  tilm RS respectable, as stupjd--and 
perhnps as ill-natured ns old Lady Baldock her- 
sel€. ’’ 

r My poor nuut  ! ” 
“ You know shc says worse things of me thnn 

thnt. Now, denrcst, you hnve heard all that I 
hnve to say to you.” As ho spoke he came close 
to her  and put  out his llnnd, but she did uot 
touch  it. ‘(1 lmve no other argument to use- 
not n word moro to s t y .  As I camc herc i n  t l~c  
cab I was turning i t  over in my mind thnt I 
might find whnt bcst I shonld sny. But, after 
all, thcrc is nothing morc to be said than  that.” 

Tha mords mnkc no iliffcrcnco,” sllc replied. 
L í  Not unless tllcy be so uttered ns to force a 

bclicf. I do ZOTC you. I know no othcr reason 
but thnt why you should be my wife. I have no 
otllcr cxcasc to offer €or coming to you ngnin. 
You arc the o m  thing in thc world thnt to mc 
lins m y  charm. Can you be surprised thnt I 
should bc pcrsistcnt in nsking for it?” Ife wns 
looking nt  hcr  still with tho same gnzo, and 
thcre seemed to be n powcr in his cyß from ~vhich 
she could not escape. H e  IVLU still  standing 
with his right  hand out, as  though  expecting, or 
at lenst hoping, thnt hor hand  might bc put  into 
his. 

IInw nm I to nnswer you ?” she said. 
“With your lovc, if you cnn  gira  it to me. 

Do you remember how you swore oncc thnt 
you mould love mc forever nnd nlways.” 

c ‘  You shonld not remincl mc of that. I’ wns 
n cldd thcn-a naughty  child,” sho added, 
smilit~g ; nnd wns puk to bed for what I did on 
that day.” 

c Ba a child still.” 
All, il? wc but could!” 
And hnve you no othcr answer to malm 

me I)” 
(‘Of C O U ~ S G  Z must anstvcr yoa. You nrc 

cntitlod to nn answcr. Lord Chjltcrn, I am sor- 
ry thnt I can not givc you the love for which 
you nsk.” 

t Ncvcr 3” 
d L L Ncvcr. ” 

U 1s it myself personally, or whnt you h v e  
hcnrd af xrlc, thnt is so hntcful to yon?” 

Nothing is hntcfd to me. I llnvc nevcr 
spoI;en of hnte. I shnll nlwnys  €eel tho  strong- 
Cst ragnrd for my old fricnd and plnyfcllom. 
Btlt tbcra nrc many things which n woman iß 
bomd to considcr bcforc shc nllows ~lersclf SO 
to lovc a man that sllc c m  cousent to bccome 

OF calculntion.” 
L( I supposc t h r o  sllotdd bc som30 thought in 

it,  Lord Chi1t;crn.” 
Tllcre wns now B pnuse, and tho mm’s Iland 

wns nt last nllowcd  to drop, ns t h r c  came  no re- 
sponse to tho proiTcrcd  grasp. H c  wnlkcd onco 
or twico across t h  room bcforo ho spoke agnin, 
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1 i;, i, and  then  he stopped himself closely Opposite t 

p ; :  8 C C  I shall never try again,” he said. 
, 2  1 ’ her. 

i f “It will be better so,” she replied. 
C t  There  is  something to me unmanly  in I 

man’s persecuting a girl. Just tell Laura., wil 
YOU, that it is  all over ; and  she may as well tel 
my father. Good-bye.” 

She  then  tendered  her  hand to  him, but hl 
did  not  take it, probably did  not  see it, and a 
once l@ the room and  the house. 

L‘  And yet L believe you love’him,” Lad: 
Lnura  said to her  friend  in her anger, when the! 
discnssed the  matter immediately on Lord Chil. 
tern’s departure, 

1 4  You have no  right to say  that,  Laura.” 
(6 I have a right to my belief, and I do believt 

it. I think yon love him, and  that pou lack thc 
coaragc to risk yourself in  trying to save him.’ 

I l  , ‘ 1  Is a woman bound to marry man if shc 
‘i 1 b;! .J ; j  s .$j lovo him ?’I 

z U Yes, she is,” replied LadyLauraimpetaously. 
11 1,’ , i  without thinking of what she was saying ; c‘ tha 
i F  i. j is, if she be convinced that she also is loved.” t *!j U Whatever  be  the man’s character? what. 
J - 7  

a ,  ”,,$ ever be the circumstances? Must she do so 
whatever €riends may say to  the  contrary? I! 
there to be no prudence in  marriage?” 

“There may be a great deal too much pru- 
dence,” said Lady Laura. 

gCThat  is true. There is certainly  too  mucl 
prudence if a moman marries  prudently, bui 
without  Violet  intended by this no at- 
tack upon her friend-had not had  present i n  
her  mind  at the  moment  any  iden of Lady  Lau- 
ra’s special  prudence  in marrying ,Mr. Kennedy ; 
but Lady Laura  felt  it keenly, and knew a t  once 
tbat an arrow had boen shot which had wounded 
her. 

We s h d  get nothing,” she said, by de- 
scending  to personalities with each other.” 

“ 1 meant none, Laura.” 
‘‘ I suppose it is always hard,”  said  Lady 

Laura, “ for  any one person.  to judge  altogether 
of the  mind of another. If I have mid any 
thing  semre of your refusal of my brother, I 
retract  it. I only wish that  it could have been 
otherwise. ” 

Lord Chiltern, m%en he loft  his sister’s honse, 
malked through ehe slush ancl dirt  to ~ 1 ,  haunt of 
his in the neighborhood of Covent Garden, and 
there  he  remained  through the whole afternoox 
and evening. A certain  Captain Cluttcrbuck 
joined him, and dined with him. He told noth. 
ing t o  Captain  Clutterbuck of his sorrow, bul 
Captain Cluttorbnck could see that  he -,vas un- 
happy- 

Let’s have another  bottle of c cham,’ ” said 
Captain Clutterbuck, 7vhen their dinner was 
nearly over. I ’  c Cham is  the  only  thing t o  
Screw one up Then one is  down a peg.” 
“ Yon  can have what you like, said Lord 

Chiltern ; ‘‘ but I shall have somo brandpand- 
water.” 

L c The morst of brandy-and-water is, that  one 
gets  tired of i t  before the night is over,” said 
Captain Clutterbucl;. 

Nevertheless, Lord Chiltern did go down to 
Peterborough  the nest  day by the hunting  train, 
and rode his horse Bonebreaker so well in  that 
famous run from  Sutton springs to Gidding that 
drer the  run ronng Piles-of the house of Piles, 
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Sarsnet &t Gingham-offered t im three  hundred 
pounds for the animal. 

He im’t worth above fifty, said Lord Chil- 
tern. 

“ßu t  1’11 give you the  three  hundred,” said 
Piles. 

“You couldn’t ride him if you’d got him,” 
said Lord  Chiltern. 

ci Oh, couldn’t I !” said  Piles. But Mr. Piles 
did not continne the conversation, contenting 
himself with telling his friend  Grogram  that that 
red devil ChiItern was as  drunk ns n lord. 

__CI_ . 
CHAPTER Li. 

TIIE DEBATEI ON TXIE BALLOT. 

PEINEAS took his seat  in  tho 1[;Ionsc with a 
consciousness of much  inward  trepidation of 
heart on that  night of the ballot debate. After 
leaving Lord  Chiltern he went down to his club 
nnd dined alone. Three or four  men  came and 
spoke to him ; but  he could not talk to  them  nt his 
ease, nor did he  quite h o w  what thcy W C ~ C  say- 
ing to him. He was going  to do something 
which he longed to achieve, but the vwy iclan of 
which, now that  it was so near to him, was a 
terror tohim. To be in  theHouse  andnot  to  speak 
mould, to his thinking> be a disgraceful failure. In- 
deed, he could not continue  to keep his seat unlcss 
he spoke. E e  Ilad been put  there  that he might 
speak. He wo~zld  spcnk. Ofcourse he would speak. 
Bad he not alrcndy been conspicuous almost 
IS a boy orntor ? And  yct at this  moment he did 
lot knomwhetherhe mas catingrnutton or bccf, or 
vho  was standiug opposite to him nnd talking 
o him, so much was he  in dread of tho ordeal 
vhich be hnd prepared for himself. As lm went 
lomn to the House after  dinner,  he  almost mnclc 
xp his mind  that it, would bo agood thing to leavc 
London  by one of the night mail  trains. B c  felt 
limself to be stiff’ and stilted as he wnlkccl, and 
;hat  his clothes were uneasy to him. When 110 
;urncd  into Westminister EInll he regretted moro 
reenly thnn ever he Ilad dono that hc hnd sc- 
:eded from the  krcping of Mr. Low. TIC conld, 
le thought, have spoken very moll in  cowt,  and 
vould thcre llave learned  that self-confidcncc 
vhich now failed him so terribly. It rvas,  how- 
~VCP, too late to think  af that. 110 could only go 
in and take his sent. 

He went in and took his scat, and tho chamber 
reemed to him to be rnystcriously lnrgc, as 
ihongh benches wem cromdcd over benches, and 
:alleriCs over gnlleries. FIO had bcon long 
mongh in  the IIouse to 11nt.o lost tho originnl 
w e  inspired by tho  Speaker  nnd the clerks of 
he H o m ,  by the row of Ministerg, and by tho 
nm-p&d importance of thc place. On  or dinary 
masions he could snunter in  and out, and 
vhisper at his CBSQ to n noighbor. But on this 
lceasion  he went direct t o  the bench on which 
le ordinarily sat, and  began  nt onco to ~~ehenrse 
o himsclf his sneoch. Ra l1nd in  truth becn 

‘ b 
~t 
doing this n11 diy, in spitc of tho affort thnt hc 
Ilad made to rid himsclf of a11 memory of tho 
occasion. He  had bcen collccting thc  heads of 
his speech while Mr. Low I1ad been talking  to 
him, and rcfreslring his quotations in the pres- 
ence of Lord Chiltcrn and the dumb-bolls. XTC 
had taxcd liis memory nncl his intellect w i t h  
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vnrious tasks, which, as I k  fcal-ed, would not ad. 
just thamsclves one with another. H e  hnt 
lcnrned the headings of his spoech, so that on( 
had ing  might follow the other, and nothing Ist: 
forgotten. And be had learned verbatim th( 
words which ho intended to utter  under c a d  
handing, with the hope that if any ono compacr 
pnrt  shoald be destroyed or injured  in  its com- 
pnctncss by treachery of memory, or by tho COLI~SE 
of tllc dobnte, each other compact part might be 
tbero in its entirety, l*eady for use-or nt least SC 
mnny of Lhe compact parts ns traachery of mcmo. 
ry and the nccidcnts of the debate might leave t c  
him ; so that his ipeec11 might bo like a vessel wn- 
ter-tight  in  its various compartments, that would 
klont by the buoyancy of its stern  and bow, even 
though  the hold shonld bo water-logged. But this 
use of his composed morde, even though he shotdd 
be abIo to carry it through, would no8 complete 
his work ; for it would be his duty to answer in 
somo sort those who had gone bcforo him, ml 
in orcler to do this he' must be able to insort, 
without any pre-nrmngement o f  words or ideas, 
little  ~ntercalntory parts between those compact 
masses of hrgumont with which ha had been oc- 
cupying himsclf for many laborious hours. As 
h o  looked ronnd npon t110 X-Xonso and perceived 
that  ercry  thing tvas dim bofore him, thnt n11 his 
originnl RWO OP the I-IOuso had returned, and 
with it tx present  quaking fear that made him fea1 
tho pnlsntions of his awn heart, ha became pain- 
fully nwaro that  tho task he had prepared for 
himself wns too great. H o  should, on this the oc- 
cnsion of his rising to his maiilenlegs, hnte  either 
prepared for himsolfa shorti general spoech; which 
could indeed have dona little for .his credit in  
tho Xilouse, but which might hnve served to carry 
ofl tho novclty of the thing, nnd havo introduced 
him to thc sound of his own voice within thoso 
tvnlls-or ho d~ould havo trustcd to what his wie 
nnd fipirit wonld produce for him on the spttr of 
tho momant, nnil not luwe bnrdcncd himself wik11 
n huge exercisß of mornnry. During tho prcscn- 
tntion of n í'ow potitions 110 tricd t o  repeat  to 
llirnself  tho  Arst of hiv compact parts--n'compact 
part on which, ns it; might cortainly BC brought 
into uso lat t110 debato Ilavo gono ns it might, ho 
Ilad oxpondad grant cnre. I-Te 11nd ffattored him- 
~elt' tlrnl; thoro WRS ~omctl~ing o€ ren1 strength in 
Ili# words as ho repented them  to hirnsclf in  tho 
comforbablo sechtsion of his own room, and 1x1 
h l  mndo them AO rcndy ta his tongm3 thnt ho  
thougllt il; to bo impossible thnt hc should forget 
cvm an intonation. Now ho  founcl thnt he could 
n o t  rommbcr tho firsf; phrasce without ttnloosing 
nnd looking nt n small roll of paper which bo 
l~oltl  fnrtivoly in his hnnd. What ~ n s  tho good 
of! lookhg nt it 3 %Ie would forgot it again in 
tho nexl; mornont. EI6 bad intcndod to satisfy 
tho mos(; ongar of his frimds, and to astolml his 
opponants. As it was, no one wotdd be satisfied, 
and none astoanded but thcy who had trttsted  in 

l h a  debato bogan, and if tho leisure tvRordad 
by long nnd tedious spccch  couId hnve scrved 
him, ha might .havo bnd loisuro enough. Ere 
tricd nt flrat; to follow d l  that  this advocato for 
t110 bnlloc might my, hoping tl~onco to acquire 
tlzc irnpatu8 of strong intcrost ; but ho soon 
\ w u i a d  of tho work, and bcgan to long tbat tho 
R ~ I C C C ~  might be cndc;d, nltlzoctgh tho period OF 
tiis own nlnrtyrdutn would tharcby bc brought 

""31. 
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Bromwich”--Bfr.  Rronk s3t for West Bromwicl 
-‘i unless  it mere the  stubborn facts  and un 
answered argurneues of his honorable friend 
had blougllt fonrard this motion.” Then Rlr 
Turnbull proceeded after his fashion  to CruSI 
n ~ r .  RIonk. B e  was very prosaic, very deal 
both in  roice and langnage,  ver^ hash ,  and verJ 
unscrupulous. He  and Mr. Monk had beenjoin. 
ed together  in politics for over twenty  Jears ~ 

but one would have  thought, from Mr. Turnbull’: 
n~orils, that  they  had been the bitterest  ofenemies, 
Mr. Monk was taunted with his office, taunted 
with his desertion of the Liberal party, taunted 
mith his ambition, and taunted with  his lack 01 
nmbition. ‘‘ I once thought,” said Mr. Turnbull, 

nay, not  long ago I thought, that he and I 
would llave fongl~t this  battle for the people, 
shoulder to shouldcr, and knee to knee ; but he 
l m  prefcrred that tllc knee nest to his own shall 
wcar D garter,  and  that  the shoulder which SUP- 
ports him sl~nll be decked with S blue ribbon, 
as shonlders, I presume, m e  decked in thosc 
closet confcrences rhich arc called Cabinets.” 

Just after  this, while Mr. Turnbull was  still 
going on with a variety of illustrntions dra~11 
from the United States, Barrington Erle stepped 
across the benches up to the place where Phinear 
mas sitting, and mhispeled a few words into hi5 
car. cLBontcen is prepared to answer Turnbull, 
and rishes to do it. I told him that I tl~oaghl 
yon should have the opportunity, if you wish it.’ 
Phineas was not ready with a reply to  Erle af 
the  spur of the moment. ‘‘ Somebody told me,” 
continued  Erle, “that you had said that you 
.cvoulcl likc to  speak to-night.,’ 

c c  So I did, ‘y said Phineas. 
( L  Shall I tell Bonteen that you will do i t  ?” 
The  chamber seemed to swim round before 

our hero’s eyes. Mr. Turnbull was stiIl going 
on with his clear, loud, unplensant voice, but 
there was no knowing how long he  might go on. 
Upon  Phineas, if  he should now consent, might 
devolm the dnty, within ten minutes, within 
three  minutes, of rising there before cz full  Eouse 
to defend his great friend, Mr. Monk, from a 
gross personal  attack. Was it fit that such a 
n o 6 x  as he  should undertake such a work as 
that?  Were  he t o  do so, all  that speech which 
he  hnd  prepared, with its valions self-floating 
parts, must go for nothing. The task mas exnet- 
17 that which, of all tasks, he would best like to 
ha~eaccomplished,  and to have accomplished well. 
But if he should fail! And he f& that  he would 
fail. For such work a man should have all his 
senses about him-his  fu11 courage, perfect con- 
fidence, something almost approaching to con- 
tempt for listening opponents, and  nothing of 
fear in regard  to listening friends. He should be 
8s n cock in his o m  farm-yard, master of all  the 
circumstances around him. But Phineas Finn 
had not even 85 yet  heard the sound of his own 
voice in that room. At this moment, so confused 
mas he, that he did not know where sat Mr. 
Mildmay, and where Mr. Daubcny. All was 
confused, and there  arose  as it were n sound of 
waters  in  his ears, and a feeling as of a p e a t  hell 
around him. “ I  had rather wait,’’ he said at  
last. “Bonteen Ilad better reply.” Barrington 
Erle Iooked into  his face, nnd then stepping back 
across the  benches,  told Mr. Bonteen that the 
opportunity mas his. 

Mr. Turnbull  continued speaking quite lone 

enough to give poor Phineas  time for repentance ; 
bilt repentauce n’as of no use. Hc hall decided 
spinst himself, and his decision could not be 
reversed. He would have left  the House, only 
it seemed  to  him that had IR donc SO ever? one 
woldd look at him. He drew his hat down o w r  
his  eyes, and remained  in his place, hating ïur. 
Bonteen, hating  Barrington E ~ l e ,  hating 111.. 
T11rnbul1, but hating no one so much as he hated 
himself. He had disgraced himself forever, and 
could never recover the occasion which he hnd 
lost. 

Mr. Bonteen’s speech was i n  no w.ny remalli- 
nble. Mr. Monk, he said, had donc the Stntc 
gooil service by adding his wisdom and  patriotism 
to the Cabinet. The sort of argument which 
Rfr. Bouteen uscd to prore  that R nlnil who has 
gained credit ns n legislator should i n  process of 
time become a member of the  esecutive,  is  trite 
and common, and mas not uscd by Mr. Bontcen 
with any special force. Mr. Bontccn was glib of 
tongueandpossessed tbntfarnilim.itywit1~ the plncc 
n~hich poor Phineas llnd 1acl;ed SO sordp. TIICI O 
wns one momcnt, however,  which wm tcrriblc to 
I’hineas. As soon as Mr. Bonteen had shown 
the purpose for which he vras on his legs, Mr. 
Monk lookcd round at  Phineas,  as tllougll in 
reproach. He had espected that this \vork shoultl 
fdl  into the hands of one who n~oulcl perform it 
wit11 more rn rn~ th  of henrt  than could bc cxpcct- 
ed from Mr. Bonteen. When Mr. Bonteen cenaed 
two or  three other short speeches were madc, nnd 
members fired off their  littlc  guns. Phincas 
having lost so great nn opportunity, would not 
now consent to accept one that shoulcl be com- 
parativcly valuclcss. Thcn tllere cnmc a division. 
The motion was lost by n Inrge majority-by any 
number you might choose to nnnlc, as Pllincns 
had said to Lord  Brcntford; but in that  there 
wc19 no triumph to the poor wretch who had failed 
through fear,  and mho wc19 now n coward in hiv 
own esteem. 

Ho left tho House alone,’ cnrefully avoiding 
all speech with any ono. As he cnmo out 110 
had seen Laurence Fitzgibbon in thc lobby, but 
he had  gone on without pausing R moment, 80 
that he might avoid his friend. And wllcn he 
mas out in  Palace Yard, wlma WRS IIC t o  go 
next? He looked nt his match, and found tlmt 
it was just ten. Ilë did not dnro to go t o  his 
club, and it was impossible for him to go home 
and to bed. He was very miscraldc, and noth- 
ing would comfort him but  sympathy? Was 
there m y  one who  mould  Ustcn to his almsc of 
himself,  nnd  would then answcr him with kindly 
Bpologies for his own weakness? Mrs. Bunco 
would do it if she knew how? b u t  sympathy from 
Mrs. Bunce would hardly nvnil. Therc ~vns but 
)nc person in tho world to whom he could tell 
3;s own Immilintion with any 110po of comfbrt, 
md  that person was Lady Laura ICcnncdy. 
Sympathy from any mnn vould llavc becn dis- 
:astefu1 to him. €Ie bad thought for n mnmcnt 
)f flinging himself nt Mr. Nonk’s  fcet ancl tell- 
ng n11 his weakness; but hc could not hnvc cn- 
lured pity even from Mr. Monk. It was not to 
)e cndured from any  man, 
ne thought  that Lady Laurn Kcnnecly wouIc1 

m at home, and probably alone. Ue knew, nt 
m y  rate,  that  he  might bc allowed to knock nt 
ker door, even nt that hour. He had left Mr. 
Kennedy in the Howe, and there he would prob- 
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ably remain for the  next hom. There was no 
man more constant than Mr. ICennedy in  seeing 
the work of the day-or of the night-to its end. 
So Phineas walked up Victoria  Street, and from 
thence  into Gcosvenor Place, and knoclsed nt 
Lady Lnura’s door. “Yes ; Lady  Laura was at 
home ; and alone.” I-Ie was shown up into the 
drawing-room, and  there he  found  Lady  Laura 
waiting  for her husband. 

6 ‘  So the  great  debate is over,” she snid,  with 
ns much of irony as she  knev how to  throw  into 
the  epithet. 

“Yes; i t  is over.” 
“And what have they done-those levintl~nns 

Then Phinens told her what W R S  the majority. 
“ Is there  any  thing  the  matter  with you, Mr. 

Binn?” she said, looking nt him  suddenly. “Am 
you  not  well?” 

of the people ? j ’  

‘( Yes ; I am very well.” 
(‘Will you not  sit  down? There is something 

wrong, I lmow. What is i t?”  
“I have simply becn the  grentest  idiot,  the 

grentest coward, the most awkward  ass that ever 
lived ! ‘l 

U What do YOU mem?” 
“1 do not know why I should come to tell 

you of it  at this h o m  at  nigllt, but I have conle 
that I might  tell you. Probnbly  because  there 
is no one else in the whole world who would not 
Inngh nt me.” 

“At  any  rate, I shall not lhug’h at you,”  snid 
Lady Laura. 

g L b u t  you mill despise me.” 

“ You can  not help it. I despise myself. For 
years I have placed before myself the  ambition 
of spenlring in  the I-Iouse of Commons; for 
years I have been thinking  whcthcr  there would 
evcr corne to me  an  opportunity of making my- 
self heard in  that assembly, which I consider to 
he the Arst in  the world. To-day the  opportunity 
llns been ofFcrcd to me, nnd, though  tho  motion 
wna nothing,  the  opportunity ’v~as grent. The 
raullject WHS one on which I was thoroughly prc- 
pnretl. The manner in which I ’vyns summoncd 
was most flnttering  to me. I was especially 
called upon to perform n task which was most 
congeninl to my feelings-nnd I declined becnuse 
X w s  afraid.” 

L L Y o l ~  had thonght too much  about it, my 
friend,” said Lndy  Lnnrn. 

4 6  Too much, or too little,  what does it  mnt- 
ter ?’j replied Phincas,  in dcspnir. “ Them is the 
fitct. I could not do it. Do you remernbcr the 
story of Connchar in  the L Pnir  Maid of Perth ’- 
how hjs  heart rcfuscd to givo him blood enough 
to  fight? IIe had becn suckled with tho  milk of 
n timid  creature, and, though he conlil die, there 
’(YBS nono of tho  strength of mnnhoodl in him. 
IL is about  tho  same  thing wit11 MC, I takc it.” 

“I do not think you are a t  nlE like  Cona- 
chnr,” snid Lndy Laura. 
‘$1 a m  oqually clisgmcccl, and I must perish 

eftcr  tho Same fashion. I shall  apply  for  the 
ChiItorn I-Iundrods in n day OP t ~ o . ~ ~  

“ Yon will do nothing of the  kind,” snicl Larly 
Laum,  getting up from hor chair  and  coming 
townrd him. c [ Y o ~ ~  shall  not  leave  this r o m  
till you  havc promiscd me that you will do noth- 1 ing of thc  kind. I do not know as yet w k n t  l m  
occurred to-night ; but I do know that that mod- 1 

R 

Thnt I am surc I shall not do.” 

esty which has kept you silent is more often rz 
grace  than a disgrace.” 

This was the  kind of sympatl~y which he 
wanted. She drew her chair nearer to him, and 
then he explained to her as  accurately  as he 
could what had tRken place in theHouse on this 
evening-how he had prepared his speech, how 
he had felt that his preparation was vain, bow 
he perceived from thecourse of the debate  that 
if he spoke at all his speech must be very differ- 
ent from what be had first intended; how he 
had declined to  take  upon himself n task which 
seemedl to require so close a knowledge of the 
ways of tbeI3ouse  and of the  temper of the men, 
as the defense of such a man as Mr. Monk. In 
accnsing himself, h0 unconsciously excused him- 
self, and his excuse, in  Lady  Laura’s ears, was 
more valid  than  his nccusntion. 

“And you would give it  all np for that?” she 
snid. 

“Yes; X think I 011gIlt.’’ 
X have very little doubt but thnt you were 

right in allowing Mr. Bonteen  to  undertake such 
n task. I should simply explain to Mr.  Monk 
thnt  you fclt too keen nn interest in his welfare 
to stand up as an untried  member in his defense. 
I t  is not, I think,  the vork for a  man who is not 
nt home in the House. I an1 suTe Mr. Monk will 
feel this,  and I am  qnite  certain that Mr. Kenk 
nedy will think  tbat you have been right.” 

(’1 do not  caro  what Mr. Kennedy may 
think.” 

dLIVhy do ;pu say that,  Mr.  Binn?  That is 
not courtoons. 
“ Simply because I care so much what Mr. 

Kennedy’s wife may  think. Your opinion is all 
in all to me-only thnt I know  you are too 
kind to mc.” 

“Re  would not bc too lrinil to yon. He is 
never too kind to  any one. IIe is jnsticc itself.” 

Phincns, as he heard the tones of her voice, 
could not  bat feel that there was in Lady  Laura’s 
words something of an accusation ag:dnst her 
husbnnd. 
“I hato  justice,”  said Phincns. “I know 

thnt  justice would condemn mc. But love nnd 
friendship know nothing o€ justice. The value 
of love is thnt it overlooks faults, azld forgives 
oven  crimes.’’ 
“1, nt  any  rate,” snid Lady Lnhra, ‘ L  mill for- 

give the crime of your silence in the House. My 
strongbelief in your suhcess will not be in  the least 
affected by what you tell me of your failure to- 
night. You must await mother opportunity ; 
and, if possible, yon should be less anxious 8s t0 
yotlr own perfolmnnce. There is Violet.” As Ln- 
dy Laura spoke thelnst words, there  was a sound 
of a carriage stopping in  the  street, and the fronc 
door wns immediately opened. She is stny- 
ing here, but; has been dining  with  her uncle, 
Admiral li;fiinghnm,” Then Violet  Effingham 
enfercil the room, rolled u p  in  pratty  whitc 
fum, and silk cloaks, ancl lace  shmls. “Here 
is  Mr. Finn, COMQ to  tell us of  the  debate about 
the ballot.” 

J: don’t cam twopence about the ballot,” 
said Violet, as she put ouh her hand to  Phineas. 

6 ‘  Are wc going to hnve a new iron fleet built? 
That’s  the question.” 

g‘  Sir Simcon  has come out strong  to-night,” 
snid Lady Lnura, 

6 ‘  There iu no political question of any  impor- 

, ,  
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tance except the question of the  iron fleet,” 
said Violet. tCI am quite sure of that,  and so, 
if Mr. Finn can tcll rue nothing about  the iron 
fleet, I’ll go to bed.’’ 

M r .  Kennedy will tell you every thing when 
he comes home,” said Phineas. 

c Oh, Mr. Hennedy ! Mr. Kennedy never tells 
-one  any  thing. I doubt whether Mr.  Kennedy 
thinks  that any woman knows the meaning of 

Do you know what  it means, VioIet ?r asked 
Lady  Laura. 

‘“TO be sure I do. It is liberty to growl 
abont the  iron fleet, or the ballot, or the taxes, 
or  the peers, os the bishops-or any thing else, 
except  the Housc of Commons. TY~rtt’s the  Brit- 
ish Constitution. Good-night, Mr. Finn.“ 

(‘ What B beautiful creature she is !I’ said 

’ the  British Constitution.” 

Phineas. 
“Yes, indeed,” said Lady Laura. 

And full of wit and grace anil plensantnes 
I do not monder at your brother’s  choice.” 

I t  mill be remembered that  this mas said O 
the day before Lord Chiltern  had made his ol 
fer for the  third timc. 

Poor Qswald ! he does not  know as yet tho 
she is in town.” 

After chat Phineas went, not wishing to awd 
the return of Mr. Kennedy. He had felt t h a  
Violet Effingham  had come into the room j u s  
in time to remedy n grent difficulty. He clil 
not wish to speak of his love to n married worn 
an-to the wife of the man w110 called hin 
friend-to n moman who he felt sure  ~voultl havc 
rebuked him, Bnt  he could hardly have re. 
strained himself had not Miss Effingham beer 
there. 

But as he went home he thought mora of Misr 
Effinghnm than ho did of Lady Laura ; and 1 
think  that the voice of Miss Effingham hai 
done almost m much toward comforting him af 
had  the kindness of the other. 

At any rate he had been comforted. - 
CEAPTER 233. 

“DO B E  P U N C T U A L . ”  

Ow the very morning after his failure  in the 
House of Commons, when l’hincns was reading 
ìn the Tdegroph--he took the Te/epaph not from 
choice but for economy-the wol-ds of thnt de- 
bate which he had henrd and in which he should 
ham taken a part, a most nawelcome visit wns 
paid to him, It noir clevcn, and the break- 
fast things were still on the table. He was at 
this time on a ConzmiCtco of tllc I-Ioase with rcf- 
arenee to the use of potted paas in  the  army  and 
navy, at  which he had sat once-nt n prelimi- 
nary meeting-and itr refercnoc to which ho had 
alrcady resolved that as’ha hnd fniled so fright- 
fully in debate, he would ceminlg do his duty 
to the utmost in the more ~asy bnt  infinitely 
more tedious work of the cornrnittee-room. 
The Committee met nt twelve, and 11e intended 
to walk down to  the Reform Club, and thcn to 
the House. €Ie had j w t  completed his rending 
of tho debate and of thc lendcrs i n  the TeZcgyaph 
on the subject. Be had told himself how littlc 
the writer of the  article  knew,about Mr. Turn- 
bull, how little  about Mr. Monk, nnd how little 

about the peopIe--such being his own ideas as 
to  the qualifications of the  writer of that  leading 
article-and WRY about  to  start. B u t  Mrs. Buncc 
arrested him by telling  him that  there was a 
man below who wanted to see him. 

“ Vhat  sort of a man, Mrs. Bunco?,’ 
4‘ He ain’t a gentleman, sir.” 
I f  Did  he give his name P ”  
“He did not, sir ; but I know it’s about mon- 

ey: I know the ways of them so well. I’ve seen 
thls one’s fnce before somewhere.” 

“Yon hnd better show himup,”said  Phineas. 
H e  knew well the business on  lvhich the man 
was come. The mim wanted money for that  bill 
~vvhich Laurence  Fitzgibbon had sent aflont, nncl 
which Phineas had endorsed. Phineas hnd nev- 
cr ns yct fallen so deeply into  troubles of money 
as to make it necessary that  he need refuse  bim- 

S. 

self to any callers on h a t  score, and he did not 
choose to do so now. Novortheless he most 
heartily wished thnt he hac2 left his lodgings  for 
the club before the man had come. This was 1 not  the first he Ilad heard of the bill  being ovcr- 
duo  and unpaid. The bill had becn Isroughf: to 
him noted a  month since, and  then he liad sim- 
ply told the youth who brought it thnt he wo~dd 
see Mr. Fitzgibbon and have the matter  settled. 
He had spoken to his friend Lctnrence, nnd,Znu- 
rencc had simply assured him that alt should be 
made right  in two days-or, at farthest, by tho 
end of R week. Since thnt  time he hncl obsorvod 
that his friend had been somewhat shy of spcnk- 
ing to him when no  others  were with them. 
Phincas woalcl not hnvo alluder1 to the bill 11nd 
hc nncl Laurence beon done  together;  but ho 
had been q ~ ~ i c k  cnough to ~ U C S S  from his friend’s 
manner thnt  the  mnttcr was not  settled. Now, 
no doubt, scrious trouble was about to com- 
mence. 

The I visitor mas a little man with grey hair 
and a white oravat, soma sixty pays of ngc, 
dressed in black, .with 5 very decent hat-which, 
o n  entering the room, he  at  once  put down an 
the  nearest chair-with reference  to whom, any 
judge on tho subject would havo concumcd at 
first sight  in  the decision prononnced by Mlv. 
Buncc, though none bnt LI judge nwy well used 
to sift the cnuses of his own conclusions  could 
have given the rensom for tbnt  early  decision. 
‘‘ I-Ie ain’t n gentlcmnn,” Mrs. Buncc h r d  said. 
And the mnn certainly was not n gcntlomnn. 
The old man in tlrc wl~itc  cravat wns very ncnt- 
ly drcssed, and cnrried himself wjtllout; any OP 
thnt hnmility which hotrnys one clase of uncor- 
tified aspirants to gentility, or of thnt nssumcd. 
nrrogancc which is nt once fntnl to  anothnr clnss. 
But, nevcl*tllclcss, Mrs. Bance had seen nt a 
:lance thnt IIO wns not n gentleman-Ilad men, 
morcover, thnt  such n man could have come only 
upon one mission. She was right t h o  too. 
This visitor 11nd come nbont money. 

cCAbout this bill, Mr. Fínn,” said tho visit- 
or, proceeding to takc ont of his bronst coat- 
pocket R rather large leathern case, us IIC nd- 
vancecl up toward the fire. g‘ M y  name is Cln~lc- 
son, Mr. Wnn, If I may venturo ao far, I’ll tnlrc 
a clmir.” 

Certainly, Mr. Clarkson,” snicl Phineas, get- 
ting np and pointing to n scab. . 

Thank ye, Mr. s inn,  thnnk p. w c  s h l l  be 
more cornfortabla doing business  sitting, shan’t 
we?” Whcroupon the  horrid  littlc man d r ~ a  ‘ 



himself close in to the fire, and spreading ou1 
his leathern  case upon his knees, began to turr 
over one suspicious bit of paper after mother, a! 
though  he were uncertain in Tvhaf; part of hi! 
portfolio lay this identical bit which he was  seek. 
ing.  He seemed to be quite nt home, and t( 
feel that  there mas no ground whatever for hur. 
ry in such comfortnbIe quarters. Phineas  hate¿ 
him at once-with a hatred altogether uncon, 
nected with  the difficulty which  his friend Fitz. 
gibbon had  brought upon him. 

Elere i t  is,” said Mr. Clarkson at last. ‘ c  Oh. 
dear me, dear  me!  the thjrd of November, ant 
here we are  in March ! I didn’t think it w81 
so bad  as  this; I didn’t indeed. This is ven 
bad-very bad 1 And for Parliament gents, too’ 
who should be more punctual than any bodv 
bemuse of the privilege. Shouldn’t they no&, 
Mr. Pinn 7’’ 

(‘All men  should be punctnal, I suppose,’ 
said Phineas. 

Of course they should ; of course they should 
I always say  to my gents, ‘ Be punctnal, and 1’1 
do any thing for you? But, perhaps,  Mr. Finn 
you eau hand me a check  for this amount, an¿ 
then you and I mill begin square.” 

(( Indeed I can not, Mr. Clarkson.” 
‘‘ Not hand me a check foor it !” 
(c  Upon my word, no.” 
“ That’s very bad ; very bad indeed. Then I 

suppose I must  take  the half, and renew  for the 
remainder, though I don’t like it-I  don’t  in- 
deed,” 

‘‘ I can pay ni part of that bill,  Mr. Clark- 
son. ” 

‘ I  Pay n o  part of it !l’ ,and Mr. Clarkson, in or- 
der that  he might  the better express his surprise, 
arrested his  hand in the very act of poking his 
host’s  fire. 

‘ L  I f  you’ll allow me I’ll manage the fire,” 
said Phineas,  putting out his hand for the 
poker. 

But Mr. Clarkson mas fond of poking fires, 
and would not surrender the poker. Pay no 
part of it!” he said again, hoIding the poker 
away from  Phineas  in his left hand. “Don’t 
say that, Mr. Finn.  Pray don’t say that. Don’t 
drive me to be severe. I don’t like to be severe 
with my gents: 1’11 do any thing, Mr. Finn, if 
you’ll only be punctual.” 

The  fact is, Mr. Clarkson, P have  never  had 
one penny of consideration for that bill, and-” 

‘L Oh, Mr. Finn ! oh, Mr. Finn !” and then 
Mr. Clarkson had his will of the fire. 
“1 never had  one penny  of considelvation for 

that bill,” continued Phinens. OF course I 
don’t deny my responsibility.” 

‘ c  No, Mr. Finn ; you can’t deny that. s e r e  
it is ; ’Phineas Finn-and  every  body  knows you 
because you’re a Parliament gent.’’ 
“1 don’t deny it. But I had no reason t a  

suppose thnt I should be  cnlled upon for the 
money when X accommodated friend Mr. 
Pitzgibbon; and 1 haw not got it. That% the 
long and  the  shórt of it. I must see him and 
take care that arrangements are made.” 

I C  Arrangements !” 
‘‘Yes, arrangements for  settling the bill.” 

He hasn’t  got the money, MF. Finn. YOU 
know that  as well as I do.” 

‘1 I ];nom nothing about it, Mr.  Clarkson.” 
6 ‘  Oh yes, Mr. Finn, you know ; you know.” 

“1 tell fou I know nothing  abont  it,” said 
Phineas, waxing  angrv. 

“ As to Mr. FitzgiGbon, he’s the plcasantest 
gent that ever  lived. Isn’t he now? I’ve 
know’d  him  these ten years. I dor,? suppose 
that for ten years I’ve been without his name 
in my pocket. But bless you, Mr. Finn, there’s 
an end to every  thing. 1 shouldn’t have looked 
at this bit of paper  if i t  hadn’t been for your 
signatnre. Of conrse not. You’re just begin- 
ning, and it’s natural you should want a little 
help. You’ll find me always ready, if you’ll 
only be punctual.” 

tell yon again, sir, that I nel’er h d  a 
shilling out of that for myself, and do not want 
any such  help.“ Here Mr. Clarkson smiled 
sweetly. “I gave my name eo my friend sim- 
ply  to  oblige  him.” 
“I like you Irish gents because you do hang 

together so close,’’ said Mr. Clarkson. 
“Simply to  oblige him,” continued Phineas. 

‘c As I said before, I know that I am responsible, 
but, 8s I said  before also, I have not the means 
of taking up that bill. I will see Mr.  Elitzgibbon; 
and let you know what we propose to do. 
Then Phineas got up from hi sent and took his 
hat. It mas full time that he shouId go down to 
his  Committee, But Mr. Clarkson  did not get 
up from his seat. I’m afraid I must nsk yon 
to leave me  now, &. Clarkson, as I have h i -  
ness down at the House.” 

“Business at the House never prassea, Itfr. 
Finn,” said Mr. Clarkson. “That’s the best of 
Paidiarnent.  I’ve known Parliament gents this 
ihirty years and more. Wonld yon believe í t  ? 
--Irve had a Prime Minister’s name in that 
>ortfolio ; that I have ; and 8 Lord Chancellor’s ; 
;hat I have; and an Archbishop’s too. I h o m  
;ohat Parliament is, Mr. Finn. Comey come ; 
ion’t put me off with Parliament.’* 

There he sat before the firo with his pouch 
3pen before  him, and  Phineas  had no power of 
moving him. Could Phineas have piil him the 
money  which  was manifestly due  to him on the 
bill, the man would  of course have gone; but. 
Failing in  that,  Phineas could not turn him ouS. 
There was a black cloud on the y o ~ g  member’s 
brow, and great anger at  his hearGnrgainst 
Fitzgibbon rather than against the man mho 
was sitting there before him. ’I Sir,” he said, 

it is really  imperative that I should go- I am 
pledged to au appointment at the House a t  
twelve, and it wants now only 8 quarter. I re- 
gret that your interview witli me should be SO 
unsgtisfactoy, but I can only promise JIOU tha% 
K will  see Mr. Fitzgibbon.” 

;‘And when shall I call  again, &!Ir. Pinn?” 
“Perhapg I had better mi t e  t o  you,” said 

Phineas. 
*‘ Oh dear, no,” said Mr. Clarkson. “1 

;hould  much prefer to  look in. Looking io is 
ilways  best. We can get  to understand one 
%nother in that way. Let me see. I dare say 
you’re not particular* Suppose I say Sunday 
morning. ” 

“Really, I conld not see you OU Sunday 
morning,  Mr.  Clarkson.” 

Parliament gents ain’t generally  pwticnlar 
-‘specially not among the Catholics,” pleaded 
Jr. CIarkson. 
(‘1 am dways engaged on Sundays,” said 

Ihineas. 



G8 I'HINEAS FINN, THE IRISH MEMBER. 
Snppose we say N o n d y  - or Tuesda: 

Tuesday  morning  at clcven. And do be  pun# 
tua], &fr. Pina. At Tuesday  morning I'll coml 
and then, no doubt, I s 1 d l  find YOU ready. 
whereupon Mr. Clnrkson slowlv put up his bil 
within  his portfolio, and then; before Pliincr 
knew  where  he was, had warmly  shaken th2 
poor dismayed member of Parliament by  tl; 
hand. I L  only do be punctual, Mr. Finn,'' h 
said, as he made his way down the s h i m  

It was nolv twelve, and  Phineas  rushed off t 
n cab. He was ia such a fever of rage an 
misery that he could  hardly  think of his posi 
tion, or what be  had  better do, till he  got  int 
the committee-room ; and when there he COUI( 
think of nothing else. H e  intended  to go deeF 
ly into  the question of potted peas, holding a' 
equal balance between the assded  Governmcn 
offices on the one  hand,  and  the  adiocates O 
the potted  peas on the other. The  potters o 
the peas, who wanted  to sell their  article  to  th 
Crown, declared  that  an extensive-perhaps w 
may say, an unlimited-use of the article woull 
save the  whole army and  navy from the  scourge 
of scnrvg-, dyspepsia, and  rheumatism,  would b 
the best safeguard  agaiust  typhus and other fc  
vers, and would be m invaluable  aid  in all Othe 
maladies to  which  soldiers and sailors nr 
peculiarly subject- The peas jn question wer 
grown on a large scale in  Holstein, and theî 
growth hnd been fostered  with the  special objec 
of doing good to  the  British  army  and navy 
Thc pens wcre so chcap that  there would be 1 
great  saving in money--and it really  hnd sccmec 
to many  that  the officials of the Horse Guard 
and  the  Admiralty  hnd been actuated by  som1 
fiendish desire to deprive t l~eir  men of snlnt'ar: 
fresh vegetables, simply berause they  were of 
foreign  growth. , But  the officinls o f  tho Wa: 
Office and the Admiralty  declwed  that  the pot 
ted peas in question *were hardly  fit for swine 
The motion for the  Committee  had  been  ,mad( 
by a gentleman bf thc opposition, and  Phineai 
had been put upon it as an independent mem 
ber. He had resolved to  give to i t  all his mind 
and, as far as he was concerncd, to ren& a jus 
decision, in which  there  sho~dd be no  favo 
shown to the Government side. . New broom, 
are proverbial for thorough work, and  in this Com 
mittee work Phineas was as yet n new broom 
But, unfortunately,  on  this day his  mind mas s( 
llarrassed that  he could hardly  understand  whx 
was going on. It did  not,  perhnps,  much  signify, 
ns the witnesses examined vere altogether agri. 
cultural.  They only proved the  production of 
pens in Holstein--$, fact as to  which Phinen: 
had no doubt. The, proof wns naturally s l o ~ ,  
as the evidence vas given in  German, and Ilad 
to be translated  into English. And  the work 
of the  day JVRS much .impeded by n  certeil] 
mexober who unfortunately spoke Gcrmnn, w h o  
seemed to  be  fond of speaking  Germnn before 
his brctbren of the Committea, and who mns 
curious as to agriculture in  Holstein  gencrnlly. 
The chairman  did  not  understnnd Gcrmnn, and 
there was a difficulty i t  checking this gentICman, 
and in making him understand that his ques- 
tiom  nere  not  relevant  to  the issue. 

Phinms conld not keep his  mind  during the 
whole afternoon  from  tile subject of his misfor- 
tune, What should  he do if this  horrid  man 
cnmc to him once or  twice n w e k  ? Re certain- 

ly did ome the mnn the money, he must  admit 
that  to himself. The   man no doubt was a 
dishonest knave who had discounted  the  bill 
probably at fifty per cent. ; but  neverthehss  Phin- 
ens had made  himself  legally  responsible for the 
amount. The privilege of the House prohibited 
him  from  arrest. He thought of that very often, 
but  the  thought only made  him  the  more  unhap- 
PT. Would it  not be snid, and might  it  not bo 
mid truly, that  hc had incurred  this  responsibíl- 
ity-a responsibility which he was altogether un- 
equal to  answer-because he was so protdcted ? 
He did feel that a certain  consciousness of his 
privilege had been present to him whcn he I1xd 
put his name across the  paper,  and  that  there 
had been dishonesty in that very  consciousness. 
And of what service would his  privilegc be t o  
him, if this  man could harass every  hour of his 
life? The man mas to. be  with  him agnin i n  n 
day or two, and when thc  appointment had been 
proposed, IN, Phineas, lind not, dnrcd  to negativo 
it. And hom was hc to  escnpc? As for paying 
the bill, that with  him was al topther  impossiblc. 
The man  had  told him-nnd he hnd believed tho 
man-that payment  by  Pitzgibbon was out of 
the question. And  yet  Btzgibbon was the  son 
of a peer,  whcrens he  was  only the son of n conn- 
try doctor! Of course  Fitzgibbon  must  mnkc 
some effort-some great effort-and haye the  
thing  settled. Alas, alas ! ~ IIe  knew enough of 
the  world  already  to feel that  tho h o p  was 
vam. 

He mcnt down from the committce-room into 
the House, and IN dined n t  the Ilouse, and re- 
mained  therc  until  oight  or  nino at nig l~ t ;  but  
Fitzgibbon did  not  comc. 1-30 then  went  to tho 
Rcform Club, but he wns not  therc.  Both nt tho 
club  and  in the EXouse many  mcn spoke to h im 
about  the  debate of the previous night,  cxpress- 
ing surprise that he had not  spoken-making 
him more nnd more wretched. 1x0 aaw Mr. 
lVIonk, bnt Mr. Monk was walking al'm in nrm 
with  his colleaguc, Mr. Palliser, and Phinens 
could do no mom  thnn  just  speak to them. 
I-Ie thought  thnt Mr. Monk's  nod of recognition 
IYRS vcry cold, That miglit bc fancy, but j t  cor- 
tainly mns a fact  that Mr. Monk only nodded i o  
him. 1x0 would tell Mr. Monk  the truth, and 
then, if Mr. Monk chose to quarrel with llirn, hc 
nt any rate would tnko no stop to renew thci, 
friendship. 

From tho Reform Club Ile went to tho Shakc- 
spcnre,a  smallcr  club to which  Fitzgibbon bcIong- 
ed-and of which Pllincas much wi~hed  to bc- 
comc a member-and to  which  lm Itnew t l ~ n t  hie 
friend  resorted when hc  wislxd to cnjoy  himself 
thoroughly, and  to bo nt ease in his inn. Men 
nt the Shnkespearc  could do as they  pleased. 
Thcre  wcre  no politics tl~cre,  no fashion, no rjtifi- 
1css, and no ralea-so men  saili;  but  that wns 
~nrdly true. Every body called every  body by 
lis Christian name, nnd mambors smolted n11 
)ver thc IIOLISO. They who did not belong to 
'he ShRkespeare  thought it  an Elysium upon 
:art11 ; and they who did,  believed it to bo among 
?andernmiurns  the  most  plcasnnt.  Phineas 

called  nt  the  Shakespcarc,  and W W  told by tlxc 
portor that Mr. Fitq$bbon \vas up stairs. I I c  
.was shown into tho strangers' room, and  in GVO 
minutes his friend came down to him. 

r c l l  want you t o  comc down to the  Rcform 
with me," snid Pllincas. 
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do, 1’11 be sure to give you-notice.” 
I fenr  that there was more of earnestness j 

Lady Laura’s last question than Miss Effingha: 
had supposed. She  had declared to herselFovc 
and over again  that  she had never been in lol 
with Phineas  Finn.  She had acknowledged 1 
herself, before Mr. Kennedy had asked her han 
in marringe, that  there bad been  danger-th: 
she could have learned to love the man if  suc 
love would not have been ruinous to her-th: 
the romance of such n passion would have bee 
pleasant to her. She hafi gone farther thn 
this, and had said to  herself that she would hav 
given way to  that romance, and mould have bee 
readv t o  accest such love if offered to her, ha 
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/l I I  understood-she thought  that she had clearl 

i: ; : i ,  
‘ 1  i / , ( ;  of e v e q  ten among mankind, with nine  hnndre 
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she Got, put idont of her power  to rnm’ry a- Poc ‘ ( * j  
> man by her generosity to her brother. The , i , ! ;  she had thrust  the  thing aside, and  had c l e d  

, ‘ 1  understood-that life for her must  be a matte 
of  business. Was it not the case with nine ou 

0 ‘ t i  and ninety-nine out of every thousand, ths 
life  must be R matter of business and not of rc 
mance? Of course she could not marry MI 
Zinn, knowing, as she did, that neither of ther 

I had n shilling. Of all menin the wor1d she e8 
teemed Mr. Eennedy the most, and when thes 
thoughts mese passing through her mind, s11 
was well aware  that he would ask her to bo hi 
wife. Had she not resolved thnt she would ac 
cept the offer, she mould not have gone to LO LI^^ 
linter. Having put aside all romance as mfit. 
ted to her life, she could, she thought, do he! 
duty RS Mr. Kennedy’s  wife. She mould teml 
herself to love him. Nay, she had tnught her 
self to love him. She was at any rate so sur( 
of her o m  heart that she wodd never give he. 
husband causa to  rue  the confidence he placet 
i n  her. And yet there mas something SOI*{ 
within her when she thought tbat  Phineas Bin1 
mas becon~ing fond of Violet Effingbam. 

It was Lady Baldock’s second mening, ant 
Phineas  came to  the  house at  about eleve1 
o’clock. At this  time he had encountered a sec 
ond  and a third interview with Mr. Clarkson, an( 
had  already failed in  obtaining any mord of corn 
fort from Laurence Fitzgibbon about the bill, I 
was clear enough now that  Laurence  felt thn 
they were both made safe by their privilege, ani 
that Mr. Clarkson should be treated as you trea 
the organ-grinders. They nre n nuisance anc 
must be endured. But  the nuisance i s  not SC 
great but what you cnn live in comfort, if onlJ 
)’OKI are not too sore as to the annoyance. c L M3 
denr fellow,” l h m m c e  hnd said to hirn, “1 
llave had Clarkson almost living in my rooms, 
H e  used to  drink nearly a pint of sherry o da3 
for me. All I looked to was that I didn’t live 
there nt the snme time. If you wish it, 1’11 
send in  the sherry.” This was very bad, and 
Phineas  tried to quarrel with  his friend ; but he 
found that i t  was difficult to qunrrel nith Lau- 
rence Bitzgibbon. 

But though on this side PhineRs was very 
miserable, on nnother side he had obtained great 
comfort. Mr. Monk and he were better friends 
than ever. “As to what Turnbdl snys about 
me  in  the Hause,’) Mr. Monk had said, laugll- 
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PHINEAS FINN, THE lRISH MXMBER. 

“1 suppose you do not mean to fall in love 

( 6  Not that I know of, my dear. But when I 
with him?” 

ing ; ((  he and I understand  ench othel’ Pcrfectlv. 
I should like t o  see you on p u r  legs, but it ”is 
just ns wdl, perhaps, that ~ 0 ~ 1  bnvß-defer~ed it. 
We shnII have the real question on lmmedintelv 
after Easter, and then you’ll have plenty oii 
opportunities.” Phincns had explained how ho 
had attempted, how he had failed, and how h e  
l 1 d  suffered ; and Mr. Monk Ilail been gencrons 
in his sympathy. ‘‘1 know all about it,”  said 
]:e, r (  and have gone through it n11 myself. The * 
more respect you feel for the HO US^, the more 
satisfaction you will have in addressing it when 
you have mastered this difficulty.” 

The first person  who spoke to Phineas nt 
Lady Balldock’s wns Miss Fikgibbon, LaUSenCe’s 
sister. Aspasia Pitzgibbon w n s  n ’VI’nrm woman 
as regarded money, and as she WEJ 1noreovcr a 
most discreet spinster, she Tvas made m h m c  by 
Lady Baldock, in spite of tho well-known in- 
iquitics of her male relatives. “Mr. Pinn,”  
snid she, “how d’ye d o ?  I mnnt to Say n word 
to ye. Just come hcre  into  tho CornCr.” Ph in -  
ens, not knowing how to escape, did rotrent into 
the corner with Miss Pitzgibbon. “Tel l  me 
now, Mr. Finn-hvc ye boon londing money to 
Lnrrence?” 

6‘ No ; I have lent him no monoy,” snid P h i n -  
cas, much astonisl~ed by the question. 

“Don’t. That’s my advice to ye. Don’t. 
On any other matter  Larrence is the beat crcnt- 
ure in the world-but ho’s bail io lcnd money 
to. You ain’t in nny hobble with hirn, thcn  ?I’ 

“ Well-nothing to speak of. What mnlccs 
you asli P” 

Then you are in n hobblo 7 Doar, denr ! I 
lever saw  such n mnn as Lnrrcnce-novor. 
3ood-bye. I wouldn’t do it again, if I W C ~ O  you 
-that’s ~11.” Thon Miss Fitzgibbon cama out 
)f the cornor and made Ilor way down sbnirs. 

Phincns immediately afkrwm*d came ucross 
Hiss BfEngham. “I did  not know,” said s]~o, 
“ tha t  you and the ¿livine Aspasia wer0 suc11 
dose allies.” 

We arc the denrcst friends in tho world, but 
jhe has taken my breath nmny now,” 

L Mny a body bo told how sha Ilns dono that P” 
Violet asked. 

‘(Well, no ; I’m afraid not, ewn though the 
lody be Miss Effingbam. It wns a profound 
~ecret-redly n secret concorning u thircl person, 
tnd she began about it  just as though sllo I V Y Q ~ O  
Ipeaking about tho weather I ”  
‘‘ E o w  charming ! I: do so liko hor. You 

laven’t bea~d, have you, thnt Mr* Ratlcr pro- 
losed to herthc othcr clrry ?” 

5 6  No 1” 
“But he did ; at lenst, so slmtells awry body, 

;he snid shc’d  talm him if he would promiso to  
:et her brother’s snIary doubled.” 
“ Did she tell you P” 
c(  No ; not me. And of  oum me I don’t beliovc 

I word of it. I supposo Burington Brlo mndo np 
ha  story. Are you going out of town naxt wo&, 
dr. Pinn P” The week naxt to this wns I h s t c r  
reek. “I heard you were going into North- 
,mptonshiro.” ‘ L From  Lady Laurn ?” 

( G  Ycs ; from Lndy Lnnm.” 
((1 intend to spend thrco days wi th  Sard 

:biltem nt Willingford, I t  is nn old pramisa. 
am going to ride his horses-that is, i f  I am 

ble to ride them.” 

k 



PIIINEAY FINN, THE  IRISH MEMBER. .iì 

I L  Take care  what you are about, Mr. Binn ; 

“I’m mt lm good nt falling, I flatter myself.” 
know that Lord Chiltern rides any  thing b e  

cnn sil, so long as it is some animnl thnt nobody 
clse will ride. I t  was always so wit11 him. Ik 
is so odd ; is he not P” 

Phincas knew, of course, that Lord Cldtern 
hacl more than once askad Violct Effingham ta 
bo his wife,  nnd he belicved that she, from her 
istimncy  with LaclyLLaura, must  know  that he 
knew  it. I-Ie had also heard  Lndy La~1rt-t ex- 
press a very strong wish that,  in  spite of tllesc 
refusals, Violet  might even yet become berbroth- 
Cr’s wife. And l’hineas  nlso knew  that  Violet 
EEngham was becoming, in his own estimation, 
the most chnrrning wonlm of his  acqunintauce. 
H o w  was he to  talk to her  about Lord Clliltcrn P 

“ IIe is odd,” said Pllinens ; but he is an 
cxccllent fellow-whom his  father nltogethcr 
misunderstands.” 
“ Exnctly-just so ; I am so glnd to  hear you 

say that-you who have never Ilad the misfor- 
tune to  have any  thing to do with a lsnd sct. 
Why don’t yon tell  Lord  Brentforcl?  Lord 
Brentrord would listen  to you.” 

they  say  his horses are so dangerous !” 

‘‘To me?” 
‘‘Yes ; of course 110 woulcl, for you aro just 

thc  link  that  is wnnting. You are Chiltern’s in- 
timate friend, and you are also the friend of big 
wigs and  Cabinet Ministers.” 

“Lord Brentford would put me down a t  once 
if I spoke to  him on such a subject.” 

I am sure he would not. You are too big 
to  be put down, and no man  can  really  ‘dislike 
to hear liis son well spoken of  by those who are 
well spoken of thernsslves. Won’t you try, Mr. 
$inn?”  Pbineas said that he would think of it 
-thnt ho would try if any fit opportunity could 
be fotmd. “OF course you know how intimate 
Z hnvo been with  thc Standishes,” said  Violct; 
“that Laura is to me a sistar, and  thnt Oswdd 
used to bo nlrnogt n brother." 

Why c10 not you spenlr: to Lord Brentforcl- 
youl who nro his favorite?” 

( L  Tborc arc rcasons, Mr, Finn. Bcsiilcs, how 
can  any  girl come forward and say thnt she 
knows the disposition of any man? You can 
live with Lord  Chiltern, nlld see what he is made 
of, and know his thoughts, and learn  what is 
good in him, nnd also what is bad. Aftor all, 
how is any  girl  redly to know any  thing of n 
man’s life Pl7 

‘ l  If L can do any  thing, Miss Elfingham, I 
will,” said I’hincas. 

‘( Ancl tllen we shdl all of us bo so grateful to 
you,’’ said Violec, with her swcolest smile. 

Pllincns, retranthg from this conversation, 
stood fur nwllilc done,  thinking o€ it. Had she 
spolcen thus of Lord Chiltern becnusc shc did 
love him or becnuse she did not? And tho 
swoot commendations which hnd fdlan from her 
lips upon hi:n-him, Pkinons Finn--wcro they 
compatiblo with any  thing lika n growing par- 
tinlity for himself, or wert thcy incompntiblc with 
any such fcding? Hnd ho most rcnson to bo 
comfortcd or to bo clisconftcd by what hacl talc- 
c11 plnca? I t  ficemcd llardly possible to his  im- 
ngination thnt  Violct li:flingham sl~oulcl lovc such 
n nobody as lm. And yct lm had  hnd €air ovi- 
dcnca thnt onc standing tis high in tho world n~ 
Violct IGfinghnrn ~vonld fain bave loved him 

conld she have followed the  dictates of her  heart. 
€IC had trembled when he had first resolved to 
declare his passion to Lady  Laura-fearing  that 
she would scorn him as being presumptuous. 
But  there had becn no cause for such fear XY 

that. I le  liad declared his love, and  she had 
not  thought him to be presumptuous. That 
now was agcs ago-cight months  since ; and 
Lady  Laura had become a married mornan. 
Since he had become so warmly dive to the 
clmms of Violet Effinghnm be had determined, 
with stern propricty, that a passion for n 
mnrried woman was disgraceful. Such love was 
in itself a sin, evon though it wns accompanied 
by the severest forbenrance and the most rigid 
propriety of couduct. No; Lndy  Laura bad 
dono wisely to chcck the  growing feeling of psr- 
tiality which she had admitted;  and now that 
slle wns  marriecl, he would be as wise as she. I t  
was clear to him that, ns regarded his own heart, 
the  way mas open to him for n new enterprise. 
Bat wllnt if he were to f d  again, and be told by 
Violet, when he declared his lovc, that sho had 
just  engaged herself to Lord  Chiltern ! 

c c  What were you  and  Violet  talking  about so 
cage~ly?’~ said Lady Laura  to  him,  with n smile 
that, in its  approach to laughter, almost betrayed 
its mistrcss. 

W e  wer0 talking about your brother.” 
4 ‘  Yon are ,going to him, are you not ?j* 

4‘  Yes ; I leave London on Sunday night-but 

*‘ €I~B he any chance  there, do you think?” 

6‘Yos-with Violet. Sometimes I think sllc 
loves him.” 

4‘ How can I m y ?  In such R matter yon cnn 
judge better  than I can do. One womntl with 
reference to another can draw the Iinc betweon 
love and friendship. She certainly  likes Lord 
Chiltern.” 

$ 6  011, I believe sllc loves him, I do indeed. 
Bnt slm €ears him. Sho docs not quito  under- 
stnncl how much  thcre is of tenderness with that 
assumed ferocity. And Oswald is 80 strange, so 
unwiw, so impolitic, that though 110 loves her bet- 
ter  than all the world besicles, he will not ssori- 
fico cvcn n turn of n mord to win her. When 
ha asks llcr to marry him, lm almost Aies at  ber 
throat, as an angry debtor wbo applies for instant 
p.zymcnt. Tc11 him, Mr. Binn, never to givc  it 
Over ; ancl teach him that h e   ~ l l o ~ ~ l d  be soft with 
IlCr, Toll him, also, tlmt in hcr hcnrt  she  likes 
Ilim, One woman, as you sag, knows  another 
wolnan ; nnd I am certnin lm mould win hor if 

wonlil only be gentle with her.” Then again, 
beforo thcy partod, Lndy Laura tol<  him  thnt 
this marriage was tho dcnrcst wish of her heart, 
nnc] that  there would bc no end  to her gratitucle 
if ‘Jlilincns conld c10 any thing to promote it. 
All which ngnin made our hero unhappy. 

only  for n day  or two. ” 

What, with Miss Effinghm ?l1 

CI-IAPTITR XXTII. 
SUNDAY IN GROBVENOX PLAUE. 

MR. KENNEDY, though he was LL most scrupu- 
lously nttcntiva momber of Parliament, was n 
m m  very  punctual  to hours and rulcs in his own 
housc-and liked  thnt his wife should be ns 
punctual as himself. Lady Lnura, mho in mar- 



rying  him  had firmly resolved that she would do 
her duty to him in all W B ~ ,  even though  the 
ways might sometimes be painful-and had been 
perhaps more punctilious in  this  respect  than she 
might have been had she loved him heartily-was 
not perhaps quite so fond of accurate  regularity 
as her husband; and thus, by this time, certain 
habits of his had become rather  bonds  than hab- 
its to her. H e  always had  prayers at  nine, and 
breakfasted at  a quarter past nine, let  the hours 
on the night before have been M late  as  they 
might before the  time for rest had come. After 
breakfast he  would open his letters in  his study, 
but he liked  her  to be with him, and desired to 
discuss with  her every application he got from a 
constituent. .He had his private secretary in  a 
room apart,  but he thought that every thing 
should be filtered to his  private secretary through 
his wife. He mas very anxious that she herself 
shodd superintend the accounts of their own 
private  expendimre, and Ilad taken sorue trouble 
to teach her an excellent mode of book-keeping. 
He had recommended to her a certain course of 
reading-which was pleasant enough ; ladies  like 
to receive such recornmendntions ; but Mr. Een- 
nedy, having  ilravn  out  the coulw+ seemed to 
cxpect  that his mife should read the books hc 
had named, and, worse still, that she should 
read them  in  the timo hc had allocatcd for the 
work. This, I think, wns tyranny. Then t h  
Sundays became very wearisome to Lady Lnu- 

3 3 .  Going to church twice, she 11ad learned, ; 
would be a  part of her  duty; and though i n  her 
father's household attendance nt church had ' 
ncrer been very strict, she had made up her I 
mind to tbis cheerfully. But Mr. Kennedy ex- 8 
pected also that he and slle shoclld always  dino 
together on Sundays, that  there shonld be no t 
guests, and  that  there should b0 no evening corn- í 
pany. After all, the demand was not very SC- i 
vere, but yet she  found thnt it operated injuri- t 
ously upon her comfort. The Sunday8 were very f 
wearisome to  her, m c l  mgde. her feel that  her i 
lord  and master was-her lord and master. She 
made a n  effort or two to  escape, bat  thc cfforts 1 
wcre all in  vnin. He never spoke n cross word 7 

to her. He nevcr gave a stern command. Btrt T 
yet he Elad 11% way. "1 won't say  thnt t 
reading a novel on a Sunday is a sin," he snict ; 7 
"but we must ntnnyrateadmit  that  it is arnat- E 
ter on whichmen disagree, that many of the best; g 
of men are against  such occupation on Sunday, i 
and  that to abstain is to-be  on the ,safe side." 
So the novels mere put away, nnrl S~znday aftCr- 
noon wich the long evening becarne rnther  n i 
stumbling-Mock to Lady Laura. E 

Those two hours, moreover, with her husband I 
in the morning became very wearisome to ]Ier. 8 
At first she had declared that i t  would bo ]]er r 
greatest ambition to help her husband in his work, C 
and she had read all  the letters from tho Mac- 1 
Nabs and MncFies, asking to be mnclc gaugers 1 7  
rind landing-witers, with an assumed interest. 11 
But  the work palled upon her  very qnicklv. f. 
Her quick intellect discovered soon that th&o il 
was nothing in it which s110 really did. I t  s' 
d l  form and  verbiage, and pretense at busilless. 1 
Her husbrtad went  through it 811 with tbe utmost n 
patience, reading  every Tvord, giving ordag  US to 
every detail, and conscientiously doing that 
which he conceived he hnd undertakca  to do, 61 
But Lady Laura wanted to mcddlc \yith hjgh s 

' politics, to discuss reform bills, t o  assist in putting 
up Mr. This  and in putting down my Lord That. 
Why shouId she wnste her  time i n  doing  thnt 
which the lad in  the  next room, who was cnllcd 
a  private secretary, could do as well ? 

Still she mould obey. Let the task be as hard 
as it might, she mould obey. If  he counselcd 
her to  do this or that,  she would follow his comn- 
sel-because she owcd Ilin1 so muck If she had 
accepted the l~a l f  of all  his  wealth  without lov- 
ing him, she owed him the more on that  account. 
But slle knew-she could not  but know-thnt her 
intellect was brighter  than his ; and might  it  
not bo possible for  her to lend him? Thcn sha 
made efforts to lead her  husband, n n d  found thnt 
he was as stiff-necked as  an os. Mr. Kennedy 
was not, perhaps, tt clever xnnn; but he wns n 
man mho knew his own way, and who intcndcd 
to  keep  it. 
'<I have got  a  headache,  Robert," she said to 

him one Sunday aftcr luncl~eon. X think I 
will not go to al~urch this nftcrnoon." 

I t  is  not serious, I hope," 
0!1 dear no. Don't you know hom onc fecls 

sometimes that onc hns got a head?. and  when 
thatis the CRSC one's arm-chair is the bestplncc." 
" 1 am not sure of that," said Mr. Kennedy. 
"If I went to church I should  not ~lttcnd," 

said  Lady Laum. 
'"Jh fresh air would i o  you moro good than 

any  thing else, and wc could wnlk across t110 
park . ' j  

Thank you-I won't go out ngnin lo-day." 
This slm said with somcthing almost of eross- 
ness in  hcr  manner, nnd Mr. IIenrlcdy  went to t110 
Ifternoon scrvicc by himself'. 

Lady Laurn whcn she was left nlone bcgan to 
;hink of her position. She was not marc than 
bur or five months marricd, nnd she wns bccorn- 
ng very tircd of her lifc. Was it; not nlso t r m  
;]lat shc wns becoming tired of her  llusbnnd? 
3he had twice told Phineas Finn that of n11 mcn 
. n  the world she esteemed Mr. Kcnnedy the most. 
She did not csteem him less now. Shc kncw no 
Joint  or  particle i n  which he did not do his duty 
vit11 accuracy. But no person can livc happily 
ait21 mother-not cvcu with n brothor OF n S ~ R -  
ar  or n fricnd-simply upon cstccm. All t110 
lrirtues in tlm calendar, though tlmy cxirjt on cnch 
;ide, will not make a rnnn nnd  womnn hnppy to- 
gotlrcr, unless thcrc bo syrnp~thy. Lady Lnurrt 
vas beginning to f i n d  ont that; thcrc was n lack 
)f sympcLthy betwccn llcrself and her husbmd. 

She thought of this  till  she wpas tircd of thînk- 
ng of it, nnd thcn,  wishing to divert Ilor mind, 
;ha took up the book thnt was lying  ncarcst to 
Ier hand. IC was a volunm of a now novcl which 
lila hucl been rending on the previous day, und 
lom, witl~out  much  thought about; it, sha went 
tn with her reading. Tllcrß cnmc to h r ,  no 
loubt, Borne dim, half-formed iclca t h t ,  as sllo 
vas frcccl from going to charch lry the plan of a 
~endacl~e, shc mas nlso absolvcd by tho s ~ t r n ~  plen, 
com otlmr Sunday  hindrancas. A clrilcl, whcn 
t is ill, has buttered $onst and n picturc-book in- 
tend ofbrcad-and-milk ancllcssons. In this way, 
lady Laura conceived hcrsolf to bo cntitlad to her 
ovel. 
Wl~i lc  she wns reading  it, therq cnmo n knock 

t tho door, and Barrington Erla wa~l shown 1113 
tnirs. Mr. Kennedy l1ad  Kivcn no orders qpinal; 
lundny visitors, but had simply stlid that Sunday 
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visiting not  to his taste. Bnrrington, 1 1 0 ~ .  
ever, \vas Lady Laurn’s cousin, ancl people m m  
be very strict if they can’t see their cousins or 
Sunday. Lady Laurn soon lost her hcndacht 
nItogcthcr  in tho animation of discussing th( 
chances of the new Heform  Rill  with  the l’rimc 
Ministor’s private SCCretflry ; and had  ieft hel 
chair,  and was standing by tile table with  the nov. 
el in  lier hand,  protesting this and denying  that, 
expressing  infinite confidonce in  Mr. Monk,  nni 
violently denouncing Mr. Turnbull,  when h c ~  
husband rettu-ned  from  church and  cam? u p  intc 
the drasving-room. Lncly Lnura hac1 [orgotten 
lier headache nltogether, and lind i n  her com- 
position  none OF thnt  thonghtfulncss OC hypocrisy 
lvllicll would 11nva taught her to modcrntc l m  
politicnl  feeling nt her llnsband’s rcturn. 

“1 do declarc,” she said, “ thnt if Mr. Turn- 
bull opposcs the Govcrnment mensurc now, be- 
cause Ire can’t hnvc his own wny in  cvery  thing, 
I will never ngnin put  my  trust  in nny m m  w110 
calls himself n popular lendcr.” 

’6 You  never’ should,” said Barrington Erlo. 
L L  That’s all very wc11 for you, Barrington, who 

nre an aristocratic  Whig of the oldoEcin1 school, 
nnd  who ca11 yourself a Liberal  simply  becnnso 
Fox \vas a Liberal n hundred  ycars ago. My 
heart’s  in  it.” 

U EIcnrt sl~ould never  havc nny thing  to do 
with  politics ; should it?” said Erlc, turning 
round to Mr. Ilenncdy. 

Mr.  Kennedy did not wish to  discuss the matter 
on n  Sunday,  nor yct did he wish to  say bcfors 
Barrington  Erle  that  he tboag’bt it wrong to do 
so. And 110 was desirous of kroating his  wifc in 
some  way as i l ~ o u g h  she were an invnlid-that 
sho thereby might bc, GS it were, punighed; bnt 
he did.not wish to  do  this in such n ~vny  that  
Bnrrington should bc mvarc of the punishnrent. 

‘ L  Lnurn lxnd bolter not disturb herself about i t  
now,” he said. 

L‘  EIow is n person  to Ilclp h i n g  disturbcd T” 
said Lady Lnurn, lnughing. 

Woll, well ; wo won’t mind n11 thnt now,” 
srtid Mr. Ilcnncdy, ttzrning away. Theu he took 
up tllc novel which  Lndy LLLLU~ had jusb Inicl 
down from her band, and, hnving loolrcd nt it, 
carried it nsidc, nnd pIaced i t  on n book-slrclf 
mhich was remote from thorn. Lndy Lnurn 
mntchcd him as IIC did this, anil tho  ~vlrolo cowsc 
oEher husband’s thoughts  on  the sul+xt tvns open 
to her nt oncc. She rogroltad  the  novcl, and 
she regretted also the political  discussion, Soon 
$tftenvnrd BurringLon Edo went nwny, nnd tho 
hnsband  and  wifo woro alona  topcthcr. 
b L‘ I n1n glad that  your l~oad  is 80 much bottcr, ‘I, 
said hc. 110 did not  intend  to bo SRVOTO, b u t  ho 
spoke with a gravity of manner whiclr almost 
umountccl to scvcrity. 

L ‘  Yes; it is,” sha snitl. L L  Barrington’s com. 
ing in clleorcd rno up.” 

“ 1 am sorry that you should havo wanted 
chcering,” 

‘‘ Don’t you know what I mean, Robert 
No ; I do not think  thnt I do, oxactfy.” 

“ 35 supposa your h a d  is strongcr. You do 
not  gct  that feeling of dnecd, hclplcss imbecility 
of brain, which hardly nmotmts to  hcndacha,  but 
which yet-is nlmost n~ Imd.” 
“ Imbccili ty or brain mny bo worse thnn head- 

nelle, but I don’t think it can  produce ib .”  
L ‘ Well, wcll-I don’t know how to cxplnin it.” 

I.Iendache comes, I think, nlways from the 
stomach, evcn when produced originally by nerv- 

nffections. But imbecility of the bmin-” 
“ Oh, Eobcrt, I am so sorry thnt I used tilo 

“ I scc thnt  it did not  prcvent you. rending,” 

“Not  such  rending as tllnt. Iwas up to  noth- 

’.C’lm thcre was another panse. 
“ I won’t dcny thnt i t  mny bc a ~ I ~ C ~ L I ~ ~ C C , ”  ho  

mid, i‘ but I confess timt the usc OP nôvcls in my 
own llo~lsc on Sunday is n pain to me. My 
mothcr’s idcns on t h  subject arc very strict, and 
I can not think  that  it is bnd for n son to  llang 
on  to the teaching of his mothcr.” This hcsnid 
in tho  most  serious  tone  mhich hc could com- 
mnnd. 

“I don’t know why I took it np,” said Lady 
Lanrn. Simply, I belicvc, bccansc it I V ~ Y  there. 
I: will avoid  doing so foor the  future.” 

“Da, my dem," said  tho  hnsband. (‘1 sl~all 
be obligcd  and  grateful if yoú will remember 
what I havc said.” Then lm left; her, nncl she 
;at  alone,  first in tho dusk and then  in  tllc  dark, 
for two hours, ‘doing nothing. a Was this to be the 
liCo which s110 11nd procured for herself by marry- 
ing Mr. Iknncdy of Loughlinter ? JE it was 
llnrsh and unGndurnblo in London, what would 
it bo in tho country? 

Wortl.” 

ho snid, after a pausc. 

ing botter. l ’  

___CI_ 

CHAPTER XXZV. 
TIIB WILLINGBOBD DULL 

PXIINEAS loft London by n night mail train 
)n Zaster Sunday, nnd  found himsclf nt tho 
flillingford Bull about half an hour after mid- 
light. Lord Chiltcrn was up and  waiting for 
l im, and suppor was on tho table.  Tho  Willing- 
:urd Bull was nn English inn of the old stamp, 
,vllich l1nd now, in thosc lnttcr ycnrs of railway 
,raveling, ccascd to  havo n rond business -for 
;l~ore WWO no tmvclcrs on tbc rorid, and but 
.ittlo posting-but had acquired a new trade ns 
I, dopot For hunters  and  hunting men. The 
.andlord  let ont horscs and kept bttnting stnblcs, 
wd the housc wu generally iillod €rom tho bo- 
tinning of Novamber till  tho rniddlo OP April. 
L‘han it bccnmo n doscrt i n  tho summcr, and no 
plcsts worc scon t l ~ ~ o ,  ti11 tho pink conts flocked 
lown ngnin into tho  shires. 

“Row many dnys c10 you m n n  ta give us’?” 
laid Lord Chi1tcrn;ns he  l~elpccl  his í‘riend to  a 
leviled lcg of n tmkcy. 

L L  I mmt go back on Wcdnesdny,” said Phin- 

“Thnt  mnnns Worlncsdny night. 1’11 toll you 
vhnt we‘ll do. Wc’ve tho Cottcsnlorc to-mor- 
:ow, Wc’ll get into Tnilby’s conncry on Tnes- 
lny, and Fitzwillinrn  will bo only twelvo miles 
,ff on W;dncsdny. W c  sllnll be rnthor short 
)f Ilorsas. 

LLPrny don’t lot m0 put you out. I c m  hire 
;omcthing IICTC, 1 mpposo?’’ 

L‘You won’t put mo ont nt all. Thcro’ll Ba 
$ree  between 118 each clay, and a.0’11 rnn our 
uck. T h o  horses havo gona on to  EmpinRham 
or to-morrow.  Tnilby is rntlm n way ofl-nb 
jomcrlly ; but ~ 0 ’ 1 1  manngo it. If tho worst. 
:ornos to tho worBt, w o  csngct back to Stnmford 

?W. 
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,,d i t  a11 out.  I’ve a trap w i t h  a* fast Steiper, 
+l if we start to-morro\v at half-past nine, we 
-.--dl be in plenty of time. You shall ride Meg 
Merriles, and i€ she don’t carry you, you may 

.I””&- ..--- ---. - ~ ~ 

shoot bei.” 
‘<Is she  one of the pulling ones?” 

She is heavy in hand if you are heavy at ImrJ 
but leave her mouth alone and she’ll go like 
flowing water. You’d better not ride more in a 
ercwd than you can help. Now, whnt’ll YOU 
drink?” 

T h y  sat up balf the night smoking and 
talking, ad Phineas  learned more about Lord 
Chiltern then than ever he had  learned before, 
There mas brandy and water before them, but 
mittler of them drank, Lord Cbiltern, indeed, 
bad a pint of beer by his side from \ d I i C h  hC 
sipped occasionally. “I’ve taken to beer,” he 
said, as being the best drink going. When fl 
man 11unts six dags a week he can afford to 
drink beer. I’m on m nllorvancc-tllreo pints 
a day. That’s not too much?” 

‘c And yon drink nothing else?” 
 nothi hing when I’m alone-except a little 

chw~~-brandy when I’m out. I never cared 
for drink- never in my life. 1 do like ex- 
citement, and have been less careful than 1: 
ought to haw been as to what i t  lins come from. 
I couId give up drink to-morrow, without n strug- 
gle, if it were worth my while to malic 1113 my 
mind to do it,  And ifs the same mith @m- 
bling. I never do gamble nom, because I’ve 
got no money; but I own I like it better than 
any  thing ip the world. rWhíle you nre nt it, 
fiere is life  in it.” 

‘(You shoulJ taka to politics, Cbiltern.” 
+‘And I would ham dona so, but my father 

mould not help me. Xever mincl, we will not 
talk about him. B o n  does Laura got 011 with 
her husband D” 

Very happily, I should say.” 
I don’t believe it,” said Lord Chiltern. 

(‘Hor temper  is too mncll like mine to allow 
her to be happy with such a log of mood M 
Robert Kennedy. It  is such men a8 he who 
drive nw out of the pnle OP decent life. If that 
is decency, I’d sooner be indecent. Yon mark 
my words. They’ll come to grief.  She’ll never 
be able to stand It.” 
(‘I should think sha lind her own way in 

every thing,” said Phineas. 
“No, no. Though be’s n prig, 1 1 ~ ’ s  a man ; 

nncl she will not find i t  onsy to drive him.’’ 
I ‘  But &e may bend him,” 
“ Not an inch ; that is, if 1 undcrstnnd his 

character. I snppose you seo n good deal of 
them ?” 

(‘ Y e s  -pretty well, I’m not tbare so often 
as I uscd to be in tho squwe.” 

‘(You get sick of it, I suppose. I should. 
Do you see my fathcr often ?’l 

“ Only occasionally. He i s  always very civil 
when I do see him.” 

“He is the very pink of civility when he 
pleases, but  the most unjust; man ]G eyer met," 

: I  “I should not have  thought th&’’ 
‘( YOS, he is,” said the earl% son, 6 6  and all 

from lack of judgment t o  @earn t h  truth. 
He ‘makes up m & í i s  mind to a thing on insuffiaient 

proof, and then  nothing will turn him. E o  
thinks well of SOU  WOU^^ probably belirsvo‘ 
your word on any  indfferent subject without 
thought of n doubt ; but if  you were to  tell him 
that I didn’t ‘get clrunk evesy night of my life, 
and spend most of my time in  thrashing police- 
men, he would not believo you. 13.6 would 
smile incredulously and make you o little bow. 
I can see him do it.” 

“You are too hard on him, Chiltern.” 
“He Ilas bom too liard on me, I know. Is 

Violet Effingham still in Grosvenor Placo ?l’ 

( 6  No j she’s with Lady Bnldock.” 
“ T h a t  old grandmother of evil hns come to 

town, has she ? Poor Violet ! When w o  wem 
young togethcr we uscd to have sueh fun about 
that old woman.” 

The old woman is an ally of mino now,” 
said Phineas. 

“You mukc allies cvcrymhcre. You know 
Violet Effingllam, of course l”’ 

‘6 011 yes. I know hor.” 
LLDon’t you think hcr very charming?” said 

‘ t  Exceedingly chnnning.” 
( c  I have asked $ha& girl to mnrry MC thrca 

times, and I shnll nevar nuk hor again. Tllorc 
is 5 point beyond which R man shouIdn’t go. 
Ther? a m  many rensons why it would bo LI good 
mnrrxage, I n  tho first place, her moncy would 
be servjcenblc. Tl~cn it wotlld 11enl matters j n  
our family, for my father is 8s prrjudiecd in her 
fnvor ns 210 is ngninst me. And I lova Ilor clcnr- 
ly. I’ve Iovod her all my life-sinco I usacl to 
buy cnltcs for ]ICI*. B u t  I s h d l  nover nslr l m -  
agnin . ” 

t‘ I would if 3: wcro you,’1 mid Phinons, hard- 
17 knowing what ir; might ba bast for him to 
say. 

‘ L N ~  ; I ncvor 611. But I’ll tell you ~vlmt. 
I shall get into somt dosporatoscrnpo nbout hor. 
OE coum she’ll mnrry, and th& soon. Then Z 
shall mnko a fool of rnysdf. Whon I llenr thnt 
she is engage4 I ahn11 go and qunrrcl with t,ho 
man, and kick him-or gat kicltad, All tho 
world will turn ngninst mo, and I shnll bo callacl 
a wild benst.” 

,‘A dog in’ tho manger is what you sl~ould bo 
callod.” 

Exactly ; but how is n man to holp it? If 
you loved f i b  girl, could you W nnather mnn 
take her?” Pllinons ~*amemborccl of cours0 tbnt; 
lae 11ad Intely COMO through this ordenl. ( L  I t  i s  
&a though he ~voru to como nnd put hie huncl 
rrpon ma, nnd wanted my o~vn llonrh orrt of mo. 
Though 1 hava no proparty in hor nt d l ,  na  
right to her-though sho naver gwc m0 n word 
of encou-agement-it is us though she WOI’C tho 
most priynte thing in  the world to me. 1 should 
be half mad, and in my madness I conld not; 
masher the iden that 1 wns bajng robbad, I 
should rasont i t  ri8 parsonal interforcncc.” 
“I supposo i t  will come to thnt if you giva 

hor np yoarself,,’ said Phinoas. 
g‘ I t  is no quostion of giving up. Of conrso X 

can not make her marry ma. Light nnotllcr ci- 
gar, old fellow. 

P11incns, ns 110 lit tho otl~ar cìgnr, remembarcd 
thab ho owed n cwtnin cluty in this mnttcr to 
Lady Lnnre. Sho had cammissioned him to 
persuado hor brother thab hi8 suit with Violet; 
Effingham would no4 bo hopoless, i€ bo could+ 

Lord Chiltcrn. 
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V only  restmin himself in  his mode of conducting 
it.  Phinens was disposed to  do  his  duty, al- 
though he felt it t ; ~  be very hard that  he should 
be  called upon to be eloquent against his  own  in- 
terest. He had  been  thinking for the last  qunr- 
ter of an hour how he  must bear himself  if it 
might  turn out thnt he should be the  man whom 
Lord  Chiltern  was resolved to  kick. €IC looked 
nt his friend  nnd host, and became  amaro thnt a 
lricking-match  with Ruch a one  would not be 
plcasant  pastime.  Nevertheless,  he would be 
happy  enough to be subject to Lord Chiltern’e 
wrath  for  such R reason. I-Ie mould do his  dutJ 
by Lord Chiltern ; and thon, when  that lmd 
been  ndequately donc, hc WO LI^^, if  occasion 
served, fight a battle  for himself. 

“You are too sudden  with  her,  Chiltern,” ha 
snid,  aftel* a pnusc. 

Whnt do you  mean by too sucldcn?”  said 
Lord  Chiltern, almost angrily. 

“You frighten  her by being so impetuous. 
You rush at  har as though you wanted  to  con- 
quer  her by R single blow.” 

‘LSO I do.” 
I r  You should bo more gentle with her. You 

dlould give her time  to find out  whcther  she 
likes yon or not.” 

“ Sllc Ilas ltnown me n11 her  life, nncl has 
found  thnt out long ago. Not  but  what you are 

a right. I know yon arc right.  Only  yon  can’t 
alter  n mm’s nature.  If I were ynn, and  had 
your  skill in  phasing, I should  drop soft words 
into  llcr  ear  till I had  caught her. But  I have 
no gihks in  that way. I am as awkward a8 n pig 
nt  what is called  flirting. ‘And I have an ac- 
cursed pride  which  stands  in my own light. IE 
slm wcrc in  this house this  moment, and if I knew 
sho were to be had for asking, I don’t  think I coolcl 
bring myself to  ask  ngnin. ß u t  we’ll go to bctl. 
It’B hnl€-pst two, nnd wc must bo off nt hnlf- 
p s t  nine,  if we’ro to bo nt Exton Park gates a t  
elcven. ’ ’ 

Phincas, ns l10 ment up stnirs, assured llimsel€ 
thnt he hnd dona hi8 duty. If thero ever should 
conm to bo nny thing bctwcon him  and  Yiolct 
Efiinghnm, Lord Chiltcrn  might  qut~rrol  with 
him-might probably  nttcmpt that  kicking en- 
counter to which  allnsion  had bean mado-but 
nobody could  justly any that  he  llnd  not behaved 
llonorahly to  his friend. 
On the next morning  thcre was n bustle nnd R 

sctlrry, ns thoro  always is on such occasions, and 
t h  two  Inen got off about  ten  minutes after 
timo. h t  Lord Clliltern  drove hnrcl, and the; 
rcnchcrl  the  mect before the mnstcr hnd movcd 
ofl. Thop llar1 n f i x  day’s sport with  the  Cottes- 
mo~+c;  n n c l  P h o n s ,  though ho  found thaf 
Mog Mcrrilos dicl rcquirc a gooc1 den1 of ricling, 
wont tl~rougll his day’e work  with  credit. I-Ie 
hnd been riding sincc h o  tvns n child, as is the 
custom w i t h  n11 boys in  Munster, nnd had 511 
Irishmun’s n n t i r n l  ~ ~ , . l i t l ~ d r  f n . ~ r j ~ l n l ~ l i r ~ ~ .  Whcn 
they got l.11~~1: I t 1  I l l r r  \ V I I I I ~ ~ ~ I ~ , ~ ~ I  li1111 ha fclf 
pleased wit l r  1 1 1 ~  dil;, U I I J  IlIrIl, I I l r1Jug l  of him- 
self. “11; wasn’t fnsl;, yon know,” snid  Chil- 
torn, “and I don’t call that a stiff country. 
BcsideH, Mcg is very l~nndy whcn yon’vo got lrel 
aut OF tho  crowd. You shnll ride 33onel)renl;cl 
to-morrow nt Somorby, trnd you’ll And thnt bct- 
tor  fun.” 

“I3ouebrenkor ? I-Inven’t; I hoard yop say 
ho rusllcs liko miscMeC?” 

“ Well he does rush. But, by George! you 
want  n  horse  to rush in  that  country. When 
you I~nvc to go right  through four or five feet 
of stiff green wood, like x bulIet through a tar- 
get, you want a little force, or you%e  apt  to be 
left up a tree.” 

And  what do pou ride?” 
“ A  brute I never  put  my leg on yet. €Ie 

was  sent  down to Wilcox  here,  out of Lincoln- 
shire,  because  the? couldn’t get any body to 
ride him there. They say he goes with  his 
head up in the air, and won’t  look  nt a fence 
that isn’t; ns high as his bronst. But I think 
he’ll do here. I never saw n better mndebenst, 
or one with more power. Do you look at his 
shoulders. He’s to be  had for seventy pounds, 
nnd these are the sort of horses I like to 

Again they  dined alone, and Lord  Chiltern 
explaincd  to  Phincns  that he rarely  associated 
with the men of either of the hunts  in  mhich ho 
code. L‘ Thcre is R sct of fellows  down here 
who nre  poison  to mc, and thera is another set, 
nnd I a m  poison to them. Xvery body is very 
:id, as you sce, but I have no associates. 
And grndunlly I am getting to havo n rcputn- 
tion as though I were the devil himself. I 
bhink I shnll come out next year dressed en- 
tirely in  black.” 

I L  Are you not tvsong to give way to thnt 
kind of thing?” 

What the  deuce  am I to do?  I can’t mako 
zivil little speeches. Whcn  once  n  man gets a 
-eputation as an ogre, it is the most difficuIt 
;hing in the world to  drop it. I could have n 
ICOPO of men here every dny  if I liked it-my 
;itIe woulct do  that for me-bnt they  would bo 
ncn I shonltl loathe, and I should be sure  to 
;cl1 them so, cven  though I did not mcnn it. 
Bonebreaker, nncl the new horsc, nnd another, 
,vent on nt  twelve to-day. You must expect; 
lard work to-morrow, ns I dnrc say wc shan’t 
JC home bafore  eight.” 

Tho ncxt day’s meet; ~v\‘~fls inLcicestershire, not 
Fnr from Nclton, and t h y  started early. Phin- 
x s ,  to tcll the  truth of him, wns rather  afraid . 
3f Bonehrenkcr, and looked forward to  tho 
probability of an nccident. I& had nei8tEler 
wife nor child, ancl nobody lind n better  right 
:o risk  his neck. d‘  Wo’ll put n p g  on ’im,” 
naid the groom,  and you’ll ride ’im in  n ring 
-so tllnt you may .rvell-nigh brcnk his jaw ; but 
lm is a rum un, sir.” ‘61’11 c10 my bcst,” snicl 
Phineas. ( 6  I-Ic’ll talm n11 that,” said the groom. 
“Just Ict him l~nvc his own way at cvery 
thing,” said Lord  Chiltern, ns they movcd n\vvny 
from  tho meet to Pickwell G o m  ; “and if yon’ll 
only  sit on his back,  hc’ll carry yon tbrougll ns 
snfo as n church.” Phinens  could  not  halp 
thinking  that  thc connscls OE tho  mnster nnd of 
the  groom wcro very different. ‘( hfy iden is,” 
continued Lord Chiltcrn, ‘‘ that  in llunting YOLI 
sllould  always avoid LI. crowd. I don’t  think a 
horse is worth ricling that  will go in n crowd. 
It’s  just  like ynchting-you shonld havo plenty 
of  sea-room. If you’ro to p 1 1  your Ilorso up nt 
cvery  fence till somebody else is over, I think 
you’d better  comc out on n donkey.” Aud so 
they  went  away  to  Pickwoll Gorse. 

There werc orCr two hundred men out, and 
Phincas  bcgnn to think thnt i t  might  not ba so 
aasy to get out of the crowd. A crowd in  n East 

buy. 7’ 
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run no doubt quickly becomes small by degree 
and beautifully less ; but it is very difficult, espe 
cidly for a stranger, to free himself from the rus1 
at the first start. Lord Chiltern’s horse plunge( 
about so violently, as they stood  on n little hill 
side looking down upon the cover, that  he wa 
obliged to take him to  a  distance,  and  Phines! 
followed him. ï c  If he breaks  down wind,” sait 
Lord  Chiltern, “ we  can’t be  better  than me art 
here. I f  be goes up wind, he  must turn beforc 
long, and we shdl be all  right.” As he spokc 
an old  hound opened true  and shsrp-an olc 
hound whom all the pack believed-and in 2 
moment  there was no doubt  that  the fox hac 
been found, LcThere. are  not above eight 01 
nine acres in it,’?  said Lord Chiltern,  ‘&and hc 
can’t  hang long. Did you ever see such an  un 
easy brute ‘as this in your life ? But I feel Cer. 
tain he’ll go well when he gets awav.” 

Phineas was too much occupied ;vitIl his owr 
horse to think much of that  on which Lorc 
Chiltern was mounted. . Bonebraker,  the  veq 
moment  that  he  heard.  the old. hound’s note. 
stretched  out  his head, and  put his mouth upor 
the bit, and began to tremble in  every muscle 
“ He’s a great deal more anxious  for i t  than yo1 
and I are,’’ said Lord  Chiltern. X see they’m 
given yon that gag. But don’t pon’ ride ‘hin 
on it till he manta it. Give  him lots of m m  
and he’ll go in  the snaHe.” All which cautio1 
made Plrineas think  that  any  insurance oEct 
would charge very dear  on his life at the presen; 
moment. 

The fox took two rings of the gorse, and ther 
he went -up wind. ‘tit's not a Triixen, I’ll 
swear,” said  Lord  Chiltern. “ A visen  in  cut 
never went away like that yet. Xow then, 
Sinn, my boy, keep to the  right.” And Lord 
Chiltern, with  the horse ont of Lincolnshire, 
went away &cross the brow of the hill, leaving 
the  hounds  to  the left, and selected, as his poinr 
ofsexit  into  the  next field, a stiff rail, which, 
had  there been an accident, must  hare  put a 
very wide margin of ground between the ridel 
and  his horse. L i G ~  hard at your fences,  and 
then yon’ll fall clear,” he had  said to Phineas. 
I don’t think, however, that  he would have rid- 
den  nt  the rail as he did, but  that  there mas na 
help for him. “The  brute  began in  his o m  
way, and carried  on  after in  the same fashion 
all  through,”  he said aftermwd.  Phineas took 
the fence ci little lower down, and what i t  was 
nt which he  rode  he never knew. Bonebreaker 
sailed over it, whatever it was, and  he soon found 
himself by bis fkiend’s side. 

The rnck of the men were lower down than  our 
two heroes, and  there were others far away  to  the 
left, and others, again, who had been at the end 
of the gorse, and wem now behind. Our friends 
werenot  near  the hounds, not within two  fieIds  of 
them, but  the hounds mere below them, and 
therefore could be seen. LtDontt  be  in a hur- 
17, and they’ll be round  upon us,” Lord Chil- 
tern said. ‘ L  Row the  deuce is one to help 
being in a hurry ?” said Phineas, who was 
doing his very best to ride Bonebreaker with 
the snaffle, but had already began to feel that 
Bonebreaker  cared  nothing for thnt weak in- 
strnment. ‘‘ BY George, I should like to change 
with you,” said-Lord  Chiltern. The Lincoln- 
shire horse mas going along wikh his head very 
low, boring as he galloped, but throwing his 

neck up at his fences, just  when he ought to 
have kept himself steadv.  After  this, thougll 
Phineas  kept  near  Lord Chiltern throughout  the 
run, they were not  again  near enough to  ex- 
change words; and, indeed, they bad but little 
breath for such purpose. 

Lord Chiltern rode  still  a  little  in advance, 
and  Phineas, knowing his friend’s partiality 
for solitude when taking his fences, kept a  little 
to his left. He began to find that Bonebreaker 
h e w  pretty well what  he mas about. AS for 
not  using the gag-rein, that wds impossible. 
When a horse puts  out what strength he has 
against a mm’s arm, a man  must put out what 
strength  he has against  the horse’s month. But 
Bonebreaker mas cunning  ,and  had  had a gag- 
rein‘ on before. He contracted his  lip here, and 
bent ont  his jaw there, till he  had settled it to 
his  mind,  and  then  went away, after his own 
fashion. He seemed to have a passion for 
smashing through big, high-grown ox-fences, 
and by degrees his rider came to feel that  if 
there mas nothing worse coming, the fun was 
not bad. 

The fox ran up mind for a couple of miles or 
so, as  Lord  Chiltern  had prophesied, and then 
turned-not to  the  right, as would best have 
served him’and  Phineas, but to the left-so that 
they. were forced to make  their may tbrough the 
ruck of horsés before they could place themselves 
again. Phineas  fonnd himself crossing n road, 
in  and out of it, before he  knem‘where he mns, 
and for awhile he lost sight of Lord Chiltern. 
But  in  truth he was lending now, whereas 
Lord  Chiltern had led before. The two horses 
having been together  all the morning,, and on 
the previous day, were willing enough to remain 
in company, if they were allowed to’ do so., 
They both crossed the road, not Tery far from 
each other, going in  and out amid n crowd  of 
horses, and before long were again placed well, 
nom having  the  hunt on their right, ivherens 
hitherto i t  had been on their  left.’ They went 
over  Targc pasture-fields, and  Phineas began to 
think  that as long as Bonebreaker wonld be able 
to go through  the  thick grown-up hedges, all 
would be right. Now and  again be came to a 
mt fence, n fence that had been cut and Inid, 
and these were not so pleasant. Porce was not 
jufficient for them, and they admitted of a mis- 
take. But the horse, though he would rush at 
:hem unpleasantly, took them when they came 
ivithout touching them. I t  might be all righi? 
;et-unless the beast should tire wit11 him ; and 
:hen, Phineas  thought, a misfortune n~ightprob- 
lbly occur. He remembered, as he flew over 
me such impedient, that  he  rode a stone heavier 
han his friend. At the end of forty-five min- 
ltes Bonebreaker also might become amare of 
he fact. 

The hounds mere running well in sight to 
heir right, and  Phineas began to feel some  of 
hat pride which a man indulges when he  be- 
:ornes aware  that  he  has  taken  his place comfort- 
,bly, has left  the  squad behind, and is going well. 
Chere were  men  nearer the hounds  thon he  was, 
ut he mas near  enough even for ambition. 
Chere had  already  been enough of the run to 
nake him sure that it mould  be a ‘ I  good thing,” 
md enough to make  him  aware also thnt prob- 
tbly it  might be too good. When  a  run is over,’ 
nen are  very  apt  to  regret the termination,  ho 
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n minute OF two before were anxiously  longini 
that  the  hounds  might  pull down their  game 
To finish well is  every  thing in  hunting. Ti 
have led for over an  hour is nothing,  let the pac 

fall  away during  the  last half-mile. Therefor1 
i b  is that  those  behind hope that  the fox m q  
make  this 01’ that C~VCS,  w11ilc the  fortvard me1 
long to see him  turned over in every field. Ti 
ride to hounds is very  glorious ; but to have  r id 

now crossed another road, and a larger one, an( 
had got into a somewhat closer country.  Tbr 
fields were not so big, and  the  fences were not s( 
high.  Phineas  got  imoment  to look about  him 
and saw Lord  Chiltern  riding  without his cap 
I’lc was very red in  the  face,  and his eyes seemec 
to glare, and he was tugging at  his  horse  with al 
his might. But  the  animal  seemed  still  to g( 
with perfect  command of strength,  and  Phinea! 
Ilad too much work on  his own 11ands to  think of 
offering Quixotic  assistance  to any  one else. €IC 
snw some one, afarmer, as he  thought, speak tc 
Lord Chiltern as they  rode close together ; bul 
Chiltern only shook his head nnd pulled a t  hie 

There were brooks in those parts. The rive] 
Eye forms itself thereabouts, or some of its trib. 
utxries do so ; and these  tributaries, thong11 smnU 
as rivcrs, are  considerable to  men on one  side whc 
are cnllcd by the exigencies of the  occasion t a  
place themselves quickly on the  other.  Phineas 
knew nothing of these  brooks ; but Bonebreaker 
had gone gallantly  over  two,  and  now  that  there 
came n third  in  the way, i t  was to be hoped that 

nt any  rate, had no power  to  decide  otherwise. 
As long as the  brute wo111d go straight  with  him 

idea of having n, will of his own. Indeed,  till he 
wns within twenty  yards of the  brook,  he did not 
see thnt i t  WRS larger  than the others. I-Ie look- 
cd  round,  and t l~ere  wns Chiltern close t o  him, 
still fighting  with  his  horse;  but  the  farmer had 
turncd  away. I’le thought  that  Clliltern  nodded 
to him, as  mtlch as to  tell  him  to  go  on.  On h e  
went  nt  any  rate. The brook, whcn  he  came 
to  it,  seemed to he R huge black hole, yawning 
bcnealh  him. The  banks were quite  steep,  and 
just  wl~erc he was to talco off there was an  ugly 
stamp. I t  \vas too late t o  tllink of aay thing. 
€IC  stnck his knees  against his saddlc, and  in 
IL momcnt was on the  other aide. The brute, 
who had taken offa yard before th8 stump, know- 
ing me11 the danger of strikiug it with his foot, 
carne down with n grunt,  and did, I think,  begin 
to fccl tlle weight of that  extra stono. Phineas, 
ns soon ns he was safe, looked back, and there 
tvas Lord Chiltern’s horse irì the  very  act of his 
spring-llighcr up tho  rivulet,  where i t  was even 
brondcr. A t  thnt  distance  Phineas  could see that 
Lord Clliltern tvns wild with  ragc  against  the 

or wished t o  avoid it,  thcm \vas no  choice left t o  
him. The nnim’nl rushct1 a t  the brook, and i n  a 
moment the horse and horseman  wcre lost to 
sigl~t. It was wc11 thon that  that extra stone 
should  tcll, as i t  cnablcd  Phincas to arrest  his 
horse nnd to come back to his fsiend. 

T l ~ c  Lincolnshire horse hnd chested thc far- 
ther bnnk, and of course had fnllen back into  the 
stream.  When Phineas got down he  found  that 

, <  and  conntsy  have  been  what  they  might,  if yo1 

r 8  den to hounds is more glorious  still. They hac 

* ,  IlorSc. 

. ,  

m _  he might go gallantly over that also. Phineas, 

e, , he could sit him ; but  he had long given up  the 
8 ,  

ai beast. ß n t  wlrathcr he wished to take the leap 

Lord Chiltern mas wedged in  between the horse 
and the bank, which was better, at  any  rate,  than 
being  under che horse in the  water. “All  right, 
old fellow,” he said, with a smile, when he saw 
Phineas. You go on ; it’s too good to  lose.:’ 
But he rvas very pale, and seemed to be quite 
helpless where he lay. The horse did not move 
-and never did move again. He had  smashed 
his  shoulder to picces against a stump on the 
bank, and mas afterward shot on  that vel+ysspot. 

When  Phineas got down he found  that there 
was but little water  where the horse lay. The 
depth of the  stream  had been on the side from 
which  they  had- enken off, and  the  thlck  black 
mud lay  \+ithin a foot of the surface, close to t h  
bank aga,inst which Lord Chiltern w~ls  propped. 

That’s  the worse one I ever was on,”  snid 
Lord Chiltern; L‘ but I chink he’s gruelcd 
now. ” 
“ Are yo; hart ?)j 

“Well--P fnncy  there is something amiss. 
E can’t move my nrms, and I catch my breath. 
My lcgs are all right  if I could  get away from 
this nccursed brute.” 

“ I told you so,” said the farmel; coming and 
looking down upon them  from  the bank. c c  I 
!old you so, but you wouldn’t be said.” Then  hc 
;o0 got down, and betmcen them  both  they 
:xtricate¿l Lord Chiltern  from  his position, and 
Tot h i m  011 to  the bank. 

“That  m ’ s  a dead un,” said tho fiIrmer, 
)ointhg  to  the hol-se. 

‘ c S ~  much  the better,’’ said his lordship. 
‘Give us R drop of sherry,  Rinn.” 
I-Ie had broken his  collar-bone and three of his 

ibs. They  got a farmer’s trap from  Wissindine 
.nd took him  into Oilkhnrn. When there, he in- 
isted  on being taken on through  Stamford  to the 
;Villingfoard Bull before he would llave his boncs 
et-picking up, llowcvcr, n surgcon af Stamford. 
?hincas remnilml with him for a couple of days, 
.osing his run with the Bitzwilliams and n clay 
it   the  potted peas, and becamo  very fond of his 
p t icn t  as he snt by  his bedsidc. 

c c  Timt  was a good run  though, wasn’t it.?” 
said Lord  Chiltern as Phinetu took his leave. 
:<And, by George,  Phineas, you roda Bono- 
xenkcr SO well, that yau shnll  have him ns often 
LS you’ll come down. I don’t know hom it is, 
)ut you Irish fellows always ride.” - I +  

CE.IAPTEl3 XXV. 
&m. TURNBULL’S CARRIAGE STOPS TIIB VAT. 

W’IIEN Phineas  got  back  to  London, a day nftor 
lis time, he found that there was nlrendy n gr0nt; 
)olitical  commotion  in the metropolis. €Ie had 
nown  that on  Enster  Mondnyand Tuesday there 
vas to be n gathering of the people in favor of the 
d o t ,  and  thnt on Wednesday there \vas to lm I), 

Irocession with a petition which Mr. Tlnrnbdl 
ras to receive from the  I~ands of tho pcople on 
?rimrose I-Iill. It had been at first  intanded thnt  
dr. Tnrnbull  sl~ould receive  the  petition nt the 
:oor of Wcstminstcr  Hall on the Thnrsdnp ; but 
IC had  been  requested by the I-Iome Secretary to 
‘ut  aside  thisintention, nnd he had complied  with 
he request  ma&  to him. Mr. Mildmay was  to 
nove theseconrl  rending ofhis Reform  Bill on that 
q ,  th~preliminnrystopsl~avingbeenta1renmitl~- 



ont any special notice ; but the  bill of course  in ‘ i  ‘ , , I  eluded no clnuse in favor of the ballot;  and tlii 

l ’ ,  petition was the cousequence of that omissiou 1: i 

Mr. Turnbull  had  predicted  evil consequences 
both in the House and out of it, and was now do 
ing the best in his power to bring  about  the  ver, 
ification of his own prophecies. Phineas, mht 
reached  his lodgings late on the Thursday, founc 
that  the town  had been in a state of fermcnt fol 
three days, that  on  the Wednesday  forty or fifQ 
thousand persons had been collected at Primrost 
Hill, and that the police had been forced to in. 
terfere-and that worse was expected on t h t  
Friday. Though Mr. Turnbull’ had yielded tc 
the Government as to receiving the petition, thr 
crowd was resolved thnt they wolxld see the po. 
tition  carried into the House. It was argued thal 
the Government  would have done better to h~wc 
refrained from interfering as to the previous13 
intended  arrangement. It would have beer 
easier to  deal  with  a procession than with  n mol: 
of men  gathered  togethcr without any semblagc 
of form. Mr. Mildmny had been nsked to post- 
pone  the second reading of his bill ; but  the re. 
quest  had come from his opponents, and he vould 
not yield to it. He said that  it would be a bnc 
expedient $0 close Parliament from fear of thc 
people. Phineas  fonnd  at  the  lbforrn  Club or 
the Thursday evening that members of the I-Tousc 
of Commons mere requested to enter on the Pri. 
day by the  door usually used by the Peers; and tc  
make their  way  thence to their own” House, Hc 
found thnt  his landlord, Mr. Bunce, had been 
out  with the people during the entire three days ; 
and Mrs. Bunce,  with a flood of tears, bcgged 
Phineas to interfere RS to tho Friday. ( 4  €I& 
that headstrong  that he’ll  be took if  any body’s 
took ; and  they sag that all  Westminster is to be 
lined. with soldiers.” Phineas on the Fridng 
mornln  did have some conversation ‘with hie 

.rvm to soc Lord Chiltern’s fricnds, and  tell them 
of the accident. 

The potted peas Committee snt on the Thurs. 
day, and he ought to have been there. His ab. 
sence, however, mas unavoidable, as ho could noí 
have left his friend’s bedside so soon after  the ac. 
cident. On the Wednesday ho had written tc 
Lady Laura, and on the  Thnrsdny  evening he 
ment first to Portman Square and  then to Gros- 
venor I’lace. 

“Of course he mill kill himself some clay,’! 
said the earl, with n tew, however, in each cye. 

“ I hope not, my lord. He is n magnificent 
horseman;  but accidcnts of course will hap. 
pen.’’ 

“Hom many of his bones are there  not bro- 
ken, I monder??’ said t h  father. #‘It is use- 
ICSS to talk, of coume. YOU think he is not i n  
danger.” 

ILlnndlor8 but his first work onreaching London 

‘‘ Certainly not.” 
‘‘1 should  fear  that 116 mould be SO liable to 

infhnnation.” 
‘‘ The doctor a n p  that thereis none. He has 

+een taking an enormous den1 of exercise,’? said 
Phineas, “and drinking no wino. All  that is 
in his  favor.” 

“ W h a t  docs ho drink,  then?’’ nskocl the 
earl. 

“Nothing. I rather think, my lord, yon are 
mistaken R little nbout  his habits. I don’t fancy 
he ever drinks unless he is provoked to do  it,’’ 

‘6 Provoked ! Could m y  thing provokc yon to 
make n brute of yourself? But I nm glad  thnt 
he  is i n  no danger. If you llenr of him, lct; ma 
know how he goes on.?’ 

Lady  Laura was of course full of concern. 
(‘1 wanted to go down to  him,”  she snid, but 
Mr. Kennedy thought that there was  no occa- 
sion.” 

‘ 6  Nor is there any-I mean  in  regard to dnn- 
ger. €Ie is very solitary  there.” 

(6 You must go to  him  again. Mr. Kennedy 
will not  let me go unless I can  say  that  thcw is 
danger. I& seems to think  that because Oswnld 
has  had accidents before, it is  nothing. OE 
course I c m  not ,leave London without his 
Ienve.” 

U Your brother makes vcry  little of it, yon 
know. 

“ A h ;  he would make little of m y  thing. 
But if 1 mere ill he would bc in London by tllc 
first train.” 

U Kennedy would let pou go if you asltod 
him.” 

6 ‘  But  he advises mo not  to go. He  sap^ my 
duty does not require it, unless Oswnlil be in dnn- 
ger. Don’t you know, Mr. Finn, how hmd it is 
for n wife not to  take advice when it  is so giv- 
en?” This she said, within six months o€ her 
mmriage, to the m m  who had been har hns- 
band’s rival ! 

Phineas asked her whethcr  Violet had   hea~d  
the news, and lenrned that  she .was still  ignorant 
of it. “1 got yourletter only this  morning, nnd 
I have not seen her,” snid Lady Laura. ‘lTn- 
deed, I am so angry  with her that f hnrrlly wish 
to see her.” Thursdny was Lndy Ihldock’s 
night, and  Phineas went from Grosvcnnr Placa 
to Berkeley Square. There he saw Violct, and 
found chab she had heard OP the ncciclent. 

1 am so glad to sec you, Mr. Einn, I’ s110 said. 
it Do tell me-is i t  much ?” 

“Mnch  in inconvcnimce, certainly ; but  not 
much  in danger.” 

think Laura was so unkind  not to sand 
me word ! 1 only heard it just now. Ui3 you 
sec it ?l7 

(‘1 wns  close to him, nncl holpcd him up. 
The horsc jumpcd  into n river with him, tznd 
crushed him up against the bnnk.” 

“ H O W  lucky that yon should bo thcre I ITnd 
yon jumped tho rivw?” 

I L  Yes ; almost unintentionsllv, for my ha14so 
~ n s  rnshing so that Icould not &old him, Chil- 
tern vras riding a bruta that no onß shonld have 
ridden. No on0 will again.” 

Did he destroy himself ?“ 
U 1% hnd to be killed nftcrward. 130 brokß 

his shoulder.’? I 

Wow very lucky that you should hnve boon 
dear him, and &gain, how ltlcky that yon sllould 
not have been hurt yourself.” 

( c  I t  was not likely that VVO should both  como 
to grief at the same fence,” 

“But  it might have hoon you. Ancl JOU 
!hink tllerc is no dnnger 7” 

‘cN~)ne whatever, if I may bolicvß t h  doc- 
;or. His hunting is dona for  this ycnr, nnd hc 
vil1 be very desolnto. I shall go clo\vn again to 
lhim in a few days, and  try  to  bring him  LI^ to 
;own.” 

‘(Do ; do. If ho is h i d  up in his fatllar’8 
2011sc1, his  father must seo him.” J?hinonH had 
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not looked at the matter  in  that  light;  but he 
thought  that Miss Effingham  might probably be 
right. 

Early  on  the  next  morning be saw Mr.  Buncc, 
and uscd all his eloquence to keep that respecta- 
ble rncmber of society at home;  but in vain. 
‘ 4  What good do you expect to do, Mr. Bunce?” 
he said, with perhaps Some little tone of anthoritg 
in his voice. 

To carry my point,” said Bttnce. 
And what is your point ?’l 

c c  My present  point is the ballot, ns a part of 
the Govcrnmcnt rnoasurc.” 

gcAnd you expect  to  carry  that by going out 
into  the streets with all  the  roughs of London, 
and  putting yoursclf in direct opposition to tho 
authority of tho magistrates ? Do you real1~- be- 
liwe  that the ballot will become tho law of the 
land  any sooner because you incur  this danger 
and inconvenionce ?” 

c c  Look here, Mr. Finn ; I don’t believe the sea 
mill becomc nny fullcr becnuse tho  Piddle  runs 
into  it  ont of t h  Dorsetshire fields ; but I do  bc- 
liovo thnt  the waters from all tho countrics  is 
what makos the ocean. I shnll help; and  it’s 
my  dnty to Izclp.” 

‘[ It’s your duty, ns n respectable citizon, with 
n wife and fmnily, to stay at; home.” 

“ If every body with R wife and  family mas to 
say so, there’d bc none  there but roughs, and 
thon wherc should we be i) What would tlre 
Govarurnent people say to us then P TE eve3.y 
man  with a wife nucl fnmily was  to show hisself 
in the streets to-night, we should have tho ballot 
beforo Parliametlt breaks up, and if none of ’e& 
don’t do it, we sl~nll never have the ballot. Ain’t 

~ thnt so ’2” Phinens, who intendcd to be honest, 
tvns not prepnwl to dispute tho assertion on the 
spur of tho moment. “If thnt’sso,”  saidBunce, 
triumphantly, n mm’s duty’s clear cnough, 
110 ought  to go, tl~o\lgh ho’d two  wivcs nnd  fam- 
ilies,” And hc went. 

T h  pctítion was to bo prcscnted nt six o’clock, 
but tho cro\v¿l,  who collcctcd to sec i t  cnrricd 
into  Wcstminstcr H d l ,  begnn to form itsclf by 
noon, 11; wa8 mid aftorward that  many of the 
honses in tho ncighborhootl of Fnlace Yard nnd 
the 33ridga were filled with soldiers ; but if so, 
the man did not show thcn~sclvos. I n  the coursc 
of tho woning tllrea or four companies of tha 
Gunrds in St. James’s I%rk did show themselves, 
and l 1 ~ l  somt rough W O I . ~ ~  to do, for many  oftlw 
pooplc took thcmRelvcs  nwny from Westminster 
By th , t  routc. Tha policc, who mere very  nu- 
~ C ~ O I I Y  in h l n c e  Yard, had n har$  timc of it n11 
tho nftcrnoon, und ir; IVRS mid aftorward t h n t  i t  
wonlcl  lmvo  becn mtlch better t5 have allowed 
t110 patition to lmvc bacn broclght up by tho pro- 
costiion on Wadncsday, A procession, Iet it bo 
w110 it will Lhnt proceeds, 111~ in it, of its own 
nntum, solnething of order. nut; now there was 
no ortlcr. TIIO potition, which was enid to fill 
flftoon cahs--tl~ou~h the absolute shoots of sig- 
nnturoa wore cnrried into  the €Iouso by f o m  men 
---was bcing dragged about hnlf tho clny, and it, 
certainly would luwe bccn  impossible for n mem- 
ber to luwe mndc his way into  thc I-lousc through 
Wcstminstor ITall batwoon tho hours of four and 
SIX. T o  offcct an entrance at n11 thcy were 
obligod to go.round nt tbc back of the Abbcy, as 
all tlm sl~nro rouncl St. Mal-gnrct’s Church and 
Cmniug’s rnonwnunt wns  fillccl  with tho crowd. 

Parliament Street was quite impassable at five 
o’clocl~, and there wns no traffic acrosg the Bridge 
from thnt hour till after eight. As the evening 
wellt 011, the mob extended itself to Downing 
Street and tho front of the Treasury Chambers, 
ancl before the  night was over all tile hoardings 
round the new Government offices had been pull- 
ed down. The windows also of certain obnox- 
ious members of Parliament were broken, when 
thosß obnoxious members lived within reach. 
One gentleman, who unfortunately held a house 
in Richmond Terrace, and who was said to have 
said that the ballot  was the resort of  cowards, 
farcd very badly; for his windows wcre not 
only broken, but his furniture and mirrors were 
destroyed by the stones that mere thrown. Mr. 
Mildmay, I say, was much blamed. But after 
all, it may be n doubt whether the procession on 
Wednesday might not have ended worsc. Mr. 
Turnbull was heard to say afterward thnt the 
number of people  collected  would  hnvc  been 
much grcnter. 

Mr. Mildmny moved the second reading of 
his bill, and mnde his speech. I-Ie made his 
speech with the knowledge that the Elouses of 
Pnrliament wcre surrounded by a mob, and I 
think  that  the  fact added to its efficacy. It Cer- 
tninly gave him an appropriato opporlunity for a 
display which nws not difficult. His voice fal- 
tered on two or three oc asions, and faltered 
through r c ~ l  feeling ; but %his sort of feeling, 
though it  bo real, is ‘nt the commend of ora- 
tors on celtain occasions, and does them yeo- 
man’s  service. Mr. Mildmay was an old man, 
nenrly worn out in t110 service of bis country, 
who was known to havo  boen true  and honest, 
and to have loved his country wcll-though 
there were of course thoy who declared that his 
hand had bcen  too  wank for power, and  that his 
services had bccn naught-and on this evening his 
virtues werc remembered. Once whcn hisvoice 
fii,ilccl him the whoIo House got up and cheercd. 
Tho nature of 8 Whig Prime R/linister’s  speech 
on such an occasion will be understood by most 
of m renders without farther indication. The 
bill itself bad bcen rcnd before, and i t  wag un- 
derstood tbnt no objection would be  made  to the 
extent of the cllangcs provided in i t  by the Liberal 
didc of  clle House. The opposition corning from 
Liberal mcnlbera mm to be confined to the sub- 
jecc af the ballot. And even na yet it was not 
known whethcr Mr. Turnball  and his  followers 
would vote against thc seoond reading, OP wlmt11- 
er they would  take what was  givcn, nnd declaro 
their  intcntion of obtnining the r e m h d c r  on n 
separate motion. TIE opposition ofa  iarge party 
of conscrvntives was a rnntter of certainty ; but 
to tl~ia party Mr. Dliildmny did not conceive 
himself bound to offer so large nn m o u n t  of‘” 
argument ns lm ~vould have givcn hnd there 
been at tho moment no crowd in  IMnce Yard. 
And hc probnbly fclt thnt thnt crowd  would as- 
sist him with his old Tory cnemics. When, in 
the  last words of his clpooch, he dcclared that 
unclCr no circumstnnces would he disfigure the 
doso of his politicnl cnrecr by voting for the 
ballot-not  tl-tough the people, on ~vhose behalf 
hc  hnd bccn fighting battles n11 his Mo, should 
be thare in nny numbar to coerce him-there 
cnmc nnothcr round of applalm from the oppo- 
sition bcnchcs, and Mr. Dnrlbeny  began to fear 
that somc young borscs in bis tonm might got 
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loose from their traceg. With  great  dignity Mr. 
Daubeny had kept aloof from Mr. Turnbull  and 
from Mr. Turnbull's tactics;  but  he was not the 
less alive to the  fact  that Mr. Turnbull,  with hiE 
mob and his big petition, might be of consider- 
able  assistnl~cc to him in  this  present  duel be- 
tveen himself and Mr. Mildmay. I think Mr. 
Daubeny WRS in the  habit of looking at these 
contests as duels between himself and  the leadel 
on the other  sido of the House-in which assist- 
ance from any  qunrter  might  be  accepted if 
offered. 

Mr. Miidmay% speech did not occupy much 
over an hour, and at half-past seven Mr.  Turn- 
bull got  up to reply. I t  \vas presumed  tlmt he  
would do so, and  not a member left  his placc, 
though thnt  time of the day is nn  interesting 
time, and though Mr. Turnbull was accustomed 
to be long. There soon carne to be but little 
rrronnd for doubting what would  be the n,zture 

- -  

 r. T~u.nbull's Gite on thc scconcl reading. 
"HOW may I clare," said he, " to accept so 
small 8 measure of reform ns this with such n 
message from the  country ns is now conveyed to 
me through the presence of fifty  thousand of my 
countrymen, who arc at this  moment  demand- 
ing  their  measure of reform .just beyond t h  
frail walIs of this  chamber '? Tho right  honor- 
able gentleman has told us that hc mill never be 
intimidated by a concourse of people, I do not 
know t h n t  therc was any  need timt he should 
spenk of intimidation. No one has accllsed the 
right  honorable  gentleman of politicnl cownrd- 
ice. But, as he has so snid, I will follow ia 
his footsteps. Neither will X bc intimidnted by 
the large  majority which this €Iousc presentcd 
the  other  night  against t h  wishes of tho people. 
I will support no grent mensure of reform wl~icb 
does not  include  the  ballot  among  its clauses." 
And so Mr. Tarnbull threw down the gauntlet. 

Mr. Turnbull spoke for two hours, and then 
the debato was adjourned till the Monday, 
The ndjoornrnent was moved by Rn independ- 
ent member, who, w was known, would suppor! 
the Government, and nt oncc received Mr4 
Mildmay's assent. Tl~erc was no great  hu1q 
with the Bill, and it  wns felt  that it would bc 
well to let the ferment subsidc. Enough had 
been done for glory ~ v l ~ e n  Mr. Mildmay moved 
the  second  reading, and quito enough in thc 
way of debate-with such nn nuclicnce nlmosl 
within hearing--when Mr. Turnbull's speecl~ 
had been made. Thon  the I-Ionsc omptied itself 
at once. The elderly, cautious  members mndc 
their exit through tho Pecrs'  door. 2'110 young. 
er  mcn got out into tllc crow1 through West- 
minster €IaU, and mere pushed &bout  among 
the roughs for an hour or so. Phinens, who 
mnde his may through the hallwith  LnurcnccFitz. 
gibban,  found Mr. Turnbull's cnrringe waiting 
nt tho entrance  with a dozcn policcmcn  round 
it. 
"I hope ho won't get home to  dinner before 

midnight, " said I'hinens. 
" IIc nnderstnnds  all nbout it," saicI Lnn- 

renee. " H c  had n good lneal nt three, beíòre 
he left home, and you'd find sandwiches and 
sherry in  l~lenty if you mere to search his cm.- 
ringe. 1% knows how to  remedy the costs of 
mob populal*ity.'' 

At  that  time  poor  Bnncc  was being hnstlcd 
about in the  crowd in the vicinity of Mr. Tnrn- . *  

bull's carriage.  Phineas  and  Pitzgibbon mado 
their way out, and by degrees tvorlicd n passugo 
for themselves into  Parlinment  Street. Mr. 
Turnbull lmd been somcwlmt behind them in 
coming down the hall, and had not been with- 
out a  ens se of enjoyment  in  thc  ovation wvhich 
mas being given to him. Thero can bc no doubt 
thnt he was wrong in what he was doing. Thnt  
nffair of the  cnrriagc \vas dtogether wrong,  and 
did Mr. Turnbull much harm for mnny a dny 
aftcrwnrd. When ho got  outsidc tho door, 
where were the twelve policemcn  guarding his 
carriage, a great number of his ndmircrs  on- 
dewored to s11aIrc bnncls wjth him. Among 
them W S  the devoted Bunce.  But  the polico- 
men seemed to think íhat Mr. T'urnhnll wns to 
be guarded, even from the nffection of his 
Friends, and mcrc as carCfd  thnt ho should bo 
ushered into h is  cuminge untoacl~ed, ns thougl1 
ho had been thc fnvoríte  oliect of politicnl aver- 
;ion for tho moment. Mr.  Ttrrnbull himself, 
cvhen hc began eo pcrccivc that  men wcre crowd- 
ing close upon the gntcs, nnd to Ilenl+ tho noisc, 
nnd to feel, ns i t  were, the brcntll of tho mol), 
stepped on quickly  into  his  carriagc, EIo said 
R word or two in n loud voice. L(Tl~nnk you, 
my friends. I trust you may obtnin n11 your 
just dcmnnds." But  he dicl not pnrrsc to sl~cnk. 
Indeed, h o  could hardly bnvc clona so, ns t110 
policcmcn wert manifcstly in n Irur~y. ' Tho cnr- 
singe was got away  nt n snail's pacc--13nt thora 
reinnineil in i hc  spot whcrc tho carrixgo llnd 
stood the makings of n vory prctty  street row. 

Bunca  had  striven  hnrd t o  shake l~arlcls ~ v i t l l  
Ilia Ilcro-Buncc and  somc otllor rcforrrws n8 
ardent and ns deccnt as himsoll: The polica 
wer0 vory determinate that; tllcro s l ~ o ~ r l ~ l  bo no  
such  interruption to their programmo for gct- 
ting Mr. Turnbull off the sceno. Mr, Ihlnco, 
who had his own idem ne to h i B  right to whnko 
hands  with  any gcntlemnn at  Wcstministcr IXnll 
who might chooso to   ha kc hnnda with him, bc- 
cnmc unansy under  the  impediments  thnt WCIQ 
placed in hia way, nncl expressed I h x 4 f  w n m -  
ly ns to his civil rights, Now, n London police- 
men in a politicnl row is, I believo, tho m m t  fol*& 
bearing of men. So long as 110 mects w i t h  no 
special politicnl nppofiition, orclinnry ill-tmgo 
doos not cvcn put him ont, of tornlm. 110 i8 
paid for rough work nmong roug118, and tnlcos 
his rubs  gnllnntly. But 110 fecls l~irnsclf to bo 
an instrument for the moment of dCB]JotiC powcr 
ns opposcd to civil rights,  nnd bo won't, m n d  
whnt ho cnlIs "jaw," Trip u p  n policemnn i11 
snch n scrnmble, anil ha will tnkc i t  in good 
spirit ; but montion tlw words "Elnbons C o ~ y ~ s , "  
and he'll lock you up if ha cnn. As a rulo, his 
instincts nre right; for t h  man who talks ¿llrotlh 
I' %Inbenu Corpus" in n politicnl crowd will gen- 
erally do moro 11nrm than can be cffoctcd by 
the tripping up of nny constnble, Rut t l ~ c ~ o  in- 
stincts may be tho xnanns ofindividunl ir~,jastico. 
I think thcy wcre so when Mr. Bnnco WS nr- 
restcd nnd kept n fast  prisonar. Ijis wif'c llar1 
dlovvn hor Icnowledga of his chamctcr wl~on  ~110 
:Icclnrcd thnt he'd be took" i€ nny ono I V ~ A  
I' took." 

Bunco wns tnkcn into cuatody with 8onm throo 
)r four otl~ers likc hirnsclf-dcccnt m m ,  who 
nennt no I~arm, but w110 thouKht. thnt n8 mcn 
;lmy wcre bound to show thcir  paliticnl opinions, 
lerhnps nt tho  expcnsc of a litt10 mnrtyrclom- 

b 
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and mas carried  into n temporary stronghold: 
which hnd been provided for the  nccessitics of 
the police, under tllc clock-towcr. 

“Ilcep me, at your peril!’’ said Buncc,  indig- 
nantly. 

6‘ Wc mcans it‘,” said t h  sergennt a h 6  hai 
him  in custody. 

said  Bunco. 
‘( You WS brcttking tho Inw when  OLI wn: 

npsctting my mcn, as I saw ~ 0 ~ 1 , ~ ’  said tllc scr- 
gcnt1C. 

“I’ve opsct nobody,” said 13uncc. 
“Very well,” rejoincd tho  sergeant ; L c y o ~ ~  

can say i t  all bcforc tho mngistrntc to-111orrO1Y.’’ 
“And am I to bc lockcd up  all night ?” said 

Bunco. 
‘c I’m afraid you will,” replicd the scrgcn~~t. 
Bmcc, who was not by mtnrc n vory tnlkn- 

tiva mnn, snid no more ; but  he  sworc in his 
Ilcnrt that tllcrc should be vcngcnncc. Between 
cloven and tmclva he was tnkcn  to  the  rcgular 
policc station, nnd from tllencc 110 was ennbIed 
to scllcl word to Ikis  wife. 
“ Buncc has bccn taken,” said shc, with somc- 

thing of h trngic quccn, and  something also of 
tho injnrcd wife in  tho  tone of llcr voice, ns soon 
ns Pllincns Ict himself in with tho Intcll-key bc- 
Lwccn twclvc ant1 one. And thcn,  mingled witb, 
nncl at last dominant ovcr, those scvercr tonos, 
cnrnc tho voicc of tllc loving monlm whose bc- 
lnvccl one M S  in tronblc. c c  I knew IIOW it’d be: 
Mr. Finn.  Didn’t X ? And wllnt must we do ? 
I don’t suppose he’d had a bit to cat from t’ha 
mornont he  went out; and RS for a drop of bcor, 
110 ncvcr thinks of ít, exccpt wllnt I puts down 
for him nt his meals. Thom nnsty polico always 

Pllincas said nll  that 110 conlcl to comfort hcr, 
and promised to go to tllc policc-ocfcc cnrly  in 
tho morning nnd look nftcr Bmlcc. No scrions 
cvil would, 110 thought, l)robnbly come af it  ; bnt 
still 13unco liad bcen wrong to go. 

‘ I  I3nt you might Ilavo bccn took yo11rsclf,” 
n,rgncd Mrs. BUI~CC,  just ns wc11 ns 11c.” 
TI1on I’hincns cxplnincil tlmt 110 11nd R o m  Forth 
in tho  csccntion of n pnblic rlnty. “ You lnigllt 
llnvo bcun took, all the snnw,” stlid Mrs. I3nnce, 

COC I’m s~trc Buncc didn’t do nothing miss.” 

L‘ TVß donc 110 hn’porth to break tl1c law,’ 

tnkc t h  best. Thnt7s why I W ~ S  SO a f ~ a r c l . ~ ~  

- 
CIIAI’TEII SSVI. 

c L ~ ~ ~ l g  B I R S T  S P C E u I r . ”  

C h  tho following morning,  which WS Sntnr- 
duy, L’llinuas  1~~11s cnrly at t110 policc-office nt 
Wcst~ninistcr looking nftcr the interests of his 
Iundlortl ; but fhcro hnd bccu 11 cansidornble 
nurn1)er of men tnkcn np during tho row, and 
our rricnil conld 11nrdlp ~wocure  thnt  nttantion 
for Mr. ßancc’s casa to which 110 tllongl~t tho dc- 
ccncy or liis cliont ancl his own position n8 n 
mcnlbcr of l’nrliamcnt were cnlitlcd. Thc mon 
who had bccn talcon up morc trikm in bntcllcs 
bcforc LIIO rnngistratcs; but ns the  saldicrs in tho 
park llnd bcon mdt,rcntcd, nnd n considornblc in- 
jnry l1nd bec11 dono in the ucigl~lborhond of 
bowning Streck, thoro wns a good dcnl of 
strong Cccling ngninst t110 mob, rind tho mngis- 
trates WCI’C dislmwl to Lo scvcro. If iIcccnt 
n m  choso LO go out nrnong such compnnions, 

F 
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fined to his room without R creature near him, ex 
ccpt the servants,” said Violet. The earl frown 
ed, but said nothing  farther. They all perceive( 
that 5s soon as he had learned  that  there wn 
no r e d  danger as to his son’s life, he was de 
termined  that tbis accident should not WOPI 
him up to any shorn of tenderness. “I do S( 
hope he will come up to London,” continuec 
Violet, ~ v h o  mas not afraid of the earl, and  va! 
determined not to be pnt down. 

c ‘  You don’t know what you are talking  about 
my dear,” said Lord Brentford. 

After this  Phineas found it very  dificnlt tc 
estract  any sympathy from the earl on behalf of 
the  men who had been locked up. He wal 
moody and cross, and could not bo induced tc 
talk on the  great subject of the day. VioIet Ef- 
fingham declared  that she did not care lion 
many Bunces were  locked up ; nor  for how long 
-adding, however, a wish that Bh. Tttrnbnll 
himseIf had been among the number of the pris- 
oners. Lady Laura was somewhat softer than 
this, and consented to express pity in the case of 
D&. Bunce himself; but Phinens perceivcd that 
the pity was awarded to him and not to  the suf- 
ferer. The feeling against Mr. Turnbrdl was ttt 
the present moment so strong among all the up- 
per classes, that Mr. Bunco and his brethren 
might have been kept in durance for a week 
without commiseration from them. 

‘‘ I t  is very hmd certainly on R man like Mr, 
Bunce,” said Lady Lnurn. 

cbWhy ilid not Mr. Bunce stay at home and 
mind  his business P” said *ho .earl. 

Phineas spent the remnincler of that day 
done, and  came to a resolution that on the 
coming occasion he certainly would speakin tho 
House. The debate mould be resumed on the 
Monday, and he would rise to his legs on the 
very first moment tlmt it became possible for bim 
to  do so. And he would do nothing toward 
preparing a speech ; nothing whatever. On 
this occasion he would trust  entircly  to sucil 
words as might come to him at the moment 
ay, and to such thoughts. Xe had before bur- 
dened his memory with preparations, and the 
very weight of the burclen had been too mudl 
for his mind. He had fenrecl to trust 1:imseIf 
to speak, becsuse he had  felt that he was not 
enpnhle of performing the double labor of saying 
his lesson by heart, and of facing the I-Iouso for 
the first time. There should be nothing now 
for him  to remember. His thoughts wcre f d l  
of his subject. He would support Mr. JXildmny’s 
‘bill mit11 all his empence,  but be would imlllore 
Mr. Mildmay, and  the Home Secrotary, ancl tho 
<Government generally, to abstain from animos- 
ity  against  the populace of London because 
they desired on0 special boon which h r ,  Mild- 
may did  not  think that it was his duty to give 
them. I3e hoped that idens and words would 
Come to him. Ideas and words had bean free 
enough with him in the old days of the Dublin 

c g  has not a son1 to speak to,”  said  Phin-  debating society. If they failed him now, h o  
must give the thing up, and go back to Mr. Low. 

On the  Monday  morning Phincas mas for two 
6 That; is, of course, out of the question,” said hours at  tho police-court in Westminster, and 

tile earl. ‘‘They know him at  that inn,  and ít nt about one on that dny Mr. Bnnce was liber- 
really Seems to me best that he should stay  there. ated. When he W ~ S  brought UP beforo the 
I do not think he would be so much at his ease magistrate, Mr. Bunce spoke his  mind vcry free- 

ly as to  the usage he had received, and dccInred 

S 
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1 
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his intention of bringing an action  against the 
sergeant who had cletnined him. The magis- 
trate, of course, took  the part of the police, nnd ’ cleclnred that, from the eviclenco of two men 
who were exnmincd, P m c c  lind certninly uscd 
such violcncc in the crowd 8s had justified his 
arrest. 

c c  Iused no violcnce,” said Bunco. 
((According  to  your own showing, you cn- 

deavored to make your may up to Mr. Tnrnbtlll’s 
cnlhgc,” said the magistrate. r was close to the carriage beforo the llolico 
w e n  saw me,” said Bance, 

But you tried to force your m y  round to 
the door.” 
‘CI used no force till n man l1nd me by the 

colIar to push mo back;  and I wasn’t violcnt, 
not then. I told him X was doing  what I 11acl a 
right to do-and it was thnt as macla him hang 
on to me.” 

6 ‘  You were not doing what yon had n right 
to clo. You were assisting to  creato a riot,” 
said the  magistrate, with that  indignation which 

London  magistrate should always know llow 
to affect. 

Phineas, l~owcvcr, was nllowcd to givo QI+ 
dencc as to his Inncllord’s  charnctal; and tllcn 
Bunco was liberated. But beforo Ire wcnt hc 
again swore that  that  should not bo tho Inst OP 
it, and he told the  magistrate  that ho lm1 hecn 
ill-used. When liberated, he mas joined by a 
dozen sympathizing friends, who cscortcd him 
home, and among them wem one OP two litem- 
ry gentlemen, employed on those excellent pen. 
ny pa1mrs, t110 I’eopZe’s Ba~znsr and tho jrjcdlot- 
box. I t  was their  intention  that Mr. I3unce’a 
case sllould not bo allowed to sleep. Olm of 
these gentlcmcn made EC distinct offer to l’bincm 
Finn of unbounded popularity during life nnd of 
immortality afterward, if he, as n membcr of 
Pnrlinment, would tnko 1 1 p  Blmcc’s cnsc nit11 
wgor. Yhinens, not quite undcrstnntling the 
nature of tho offer,  nnd not ns yct knowing tllu 
profession of the gentleman, gnro some gcl~cral 
rr3ply. 

“You come out strong, Mr. Finn, alrd wo’ll 
see thnt yon are properly roportcd. I’m on tha 
Bmzner, sir, and 1’11 mswcr €or tbat.” 

Yhineas, who had boon somewhat ea  in ox- 
pressing his sympathy with Bunce, an$; hud not 
given very closo attcntion to  the gantlaman who 
mas acldressing him, was still  in tho clarlr. Tho 
nature of t11c Unttnel*, which tho gentlaman was 
on, did  not at oncc corne horno to him. 

“Something ought; to bo dono, cert~inly,” 
said Phincns, 

“ W o  shnlt take it up strong,” mid tllc gantle. 
man, ‘ I  and we shnllbo happy to hnva you nlmong 
ns. You’ll find, Mr. Binn,  that in pn1,Iic lifo 
tllere’s nothing like having a horgtm to back 
you, Whnt is the most you can do in tho ‘Olm P 
Nothing, if yon’rc not rcportecl. Yon’ro spank- 
ing to tho country ; nin’l; you ? And you can’t 
do that without n horgan,  Mr. Pins. Yo11 como 
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among US on the Banner, Mr. Finn.  You can’t 
do better.” 

Then  Phineas understood the  nature of the 
offer made to  him. As theyparted,  the  literary 
gentleman gave our hero his card.  Mr.  Quin- 
tus Slide.” So much was printed.  Thcn, on 
tllc  corner of the  card was written, B o m e r  
Office, 137 Fetter Lane.” Mr. Quintus  Slide 
was n young  man,  under  thirty,  not  remarkable 
for  clean  linen, and who rtlways talked of the 
6 ‘  ’Ouse.” But   he mas a well-l;nown and not 
undistinguished  member of a powerful  class of 
men. He hnd been a reporter, and as such 
knew  the ‘‘ ’Ouse ‘I well, and mas a writer for 
tllc press. And,  though ho talked of ’Ouscs ” 
and “ horgans,l’  he  wrote good English  with 
great  rnpidity,  and was possessed of that special 
sort of political  fervor  which  shows itself in a, 
man’s \vork rather  than  in  his  conduct. I t  W ~ S  
Mr. Sliclc’s taste to  bc an advanced  reformer, 
and  in n11 his  operations  on Behnlf of tho P e o -  
pk’s Banner he was n reformer very  much nd- 
vancccl. No man could do an article  on  the 
people’s indefensible  rights with more pro- 
nounced vigor than Mr. Slide. But  i t  had nev- 
er occurred  to  him as yet that he ought to caro 
for nny  thing clse than  the fight-tllnn tho nd- 
vnntagc of having a good sub,jcct on which  to 
writc  slashing  articlcs. Mr. Slid0 mas nn cncr- 
gctic  but  not n tlloughtrtd m m  ; but  in  his 
thoughts  on politics, as far as they went  with 
him,  ho regarded the wrongs of the people ns 
being of infinitely  greater  value than  their  rights. 
I t  was not that  he was insincere in  all  that  he 
was daily snying-but simply that he  never 
thought  about it. Very carly in  life he had 
fallen  among people’s fricncls,” and an open- 
ing on  the  Liberal press had come in his way. 
To be n ( 6  people’s friend ?’ suited thc  turn of his 
ambition, and ho was a “ people’s friend.” I t  
mas his bosincss to abuse Govcrnmcut, and  to 
cslmss on  all occasions an opinion  thnt ns a, 
mnttcr of coursc  the  ruling powers Tvere the 
(‘ pcoplc’s cncmies.” I3nd thc ruling porvcrs 
ccnscd tobe  the (‘people’s  cnemics,” Mr. Slide’s 
gronnd  would  have been taken from undcr  his 
fccl. But  such R catnstropho was out of the 
question. That oxcellcnt  old  arrangement  thnt 
had gone on since demagogues wcro first  invcnt- 
od was in  full vigor. Thcre  were  the  ruling 
powers rind there wcre the pcople-devils on one 
side and angels  on  the othcr-and as long as a 
pcoplo’s friend  lind n pen in  his band n11 was 
right. 

Phinens, mllcn he loft  the  indignant  Bnnce to 
go among  his  friends, walked to the Housotllink- 
ing a good den1 of what Mr.  Slide had  said  to 
hitn. Tho  pottcilpcns  Committee mns again on, 
and 110 hnd intenclcd to be in  tho committee- 
roo111 by twelvc ~~unctunlly ; but he had bcen 
unnbla to lcavc Mr. Bunce in  the  lurch,  and  it 
was now p s t  one. Indecd, he Izad, from onß 
mfortunato circumstance  after  another,  failed 
hitl~crto  in  giving  to  the potted pens that reso- 
lnre attention  which tho subject demanded.  On 
t l ~ c  prescnt occasion his mincl wns fldl of Mr. 
Qnintus  Slid0  and  thc People’s Banner. After 
d l ,  was tllaro not something in  Mr. Slide’s prop- 
osition ? Re, Phincns, Ilad come into  Fnrlia- 
ment as i t  v w o  undcr  thc wing of a Govcrnmcnt 
nnck. ancl his  fricndships, which hnd been very 

with  the friends of Ministers. He had made up 
his  mind to be W h ~ g  Ministerial, and to look for 
his profession in  that line. He had been spe- 
cially  fortified  in  this resoltztion by his dislike t o  
the ballot-which dislike had been the result 
Of Mr. Monlc’s teaching. Had Mr. Turnbull 
become his friend instend, i t  may me11 be that he 
WOnld have liked the ballot. On such subjects 
men  must  think long, and be sure  that  they 
have thought in  earnest, before they are justified 
in  saying  that  their opinions are  the  results of 
their own thoughts.  But now he  began to  re- 
flect how far  this  ministerial profession wodd 
suit  him. Would it be mnch  to bc x Lord of 
the Treasury, subject to the  dominion of Mr. 
Ratler ? Such  lordship and such subjection 
would be the result of success, He told himself 
that  he was nt heart  a  truc  Liberal. Would it 
not be  better for him to abandon  the  idea of of- 
fice trammels,  and go among  them on the Pt+ 
ple’s Banner ? A glom of enthusiasm  came over 
him as ho thought of it. But what would Vio- 
let Effinghnm say to the Peopb’s Banne,- and 
Mr. Qnintus  Slide i’ And he would have l&ed 
the Blnmet. better  had  not Mr. Slide talked 
about  the ‘OLISC.~ 

Prom thc committee-room, in which, alas ! he 
took no active  part in  reference to  the potted 
peas, h0  went clo~vn to  the House, ancl was pres- 
ent when the debate mas resumed. Not un- 
naturnlly,  one speaker after  another made some 
allusion  to the row in tho  streets,  and the work 
which had fallen to tha lot of the magistrates. 
Mr. Turnbull had declared  that  he would vote 
against the second reading of Mr. Mildmay’s bill, 
and had  explained  that be wonld c10 so becnuse 
he could consent to no  Reform  Bill which did 
not  include  the ba11ot as one of its m‘ensures. 
The debate fashioned itself after  this speech of 
Mr. Turnbull’s, and tnrned ngnin very  much 
upon  tho ballot-although it  had been thought 
thnt  the late dcbnte had settled  that question. 
One  or two of Mr. Turnbull’s followers declared 
tbat they also would voto against  the bill-o€ 
coursc, as not going  far enough ; and one or tmo 
gcatlcmen  from  the Conservative benches ex- 
tended a spolten welcome to these new col- 
lengues. Thon Mr. Pnlliser  got up and address- 
cd  tho I-Iouse for xu hour, struggling  hard to 
bring  back  the  real subject, and to make the 
House understand tlmt the ballot, whether good 
or bad, had been knocked on  the head, and  that 
members had no right af the present moment to  
consider nny thing but the expediency or ines- 
pcdiency of so much Reform ns Mr. Mildmay 
prcscntcd tcl them  in  the  present bill. 

Pllincas WRS determined to speak, nnd to speak 
on  cllip evening if hc could  cntch the Speaker’s 
eye. Again the scene beforc him mas going 
round beforc h i m ;   a p i n  things  became dim, 
and  again he relt liis blood beating hard at his 
heart. But things wer0 not so bad  with him 8 s  
tlley  hnd been before, because he h ~ d  nothing  t0 
rcmcrnber. H e  hardly knew, indeed, what he 
intendcd to sny. He Elad m idea that he was 
desirous of joining in  carnost  support Of t h  meas- 
WC, with g, vehement protest against t h  injus- 
tice  which had been clone to the people in  gener- 
al, and to Mr. Bunco  in  particular. had 
firmly resolved thnt no fear of losing favor nith 

Government should induce  him  to  hold  his 
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at the Burner oEce. 
He started up, wildly, when atr. Palliser had 

completed his speech; but the Speaker’s eye, 
not unnaturally, had trnveIed to the other sidc 
of the House, and there mas &‘Tory of the old 
school upon his legs-kb. W’estern, the inenher 
for E s t  Barsetshire, one of the  gallant few  whc 
dared to vote against  Sir Robert Peel’s bill for 
repealing the Corn Laws in lS4.G. Mr. Western 
spoke with a slow, ponderous, unimpressive, but 
very audible voice, for sume twenty min ntes, dis- 
daining to make reference to 3’11.. Tnmnbull and 
his politics, but pleading against any Reform, 
with all  the old arguments. Phineas did not 
hear a mord that  he  said; did not attempt t o  

platitude  after  another ns to the benefit of Ec- 
form, in a manner  that would ham shzrmcd hin1 
six or seven years ago at a debating club. Ero 
presscd on, fearing that- morcls would fail  him 
altogether if he I J ~ I I S C ~ ;  but he did in truth 
speak very much too fast, knocking his wori[s 
togetller so that no reporter could properly catch 
them.  But  hc Ilad nothing to say for ille bill 
except wlxtt hu~ldreds had said before, nlld 
hundreds would say again. Still he ’was chccr- 
ed, and still he went on ;  and as he bccnmc 
more and more Conscious of his fnilme there grew 
upon him the idea, tlla dnngcrous hopc, tllnt he 
might still save himelf from ignominy by the 
eloquence of his invective against the police. 

I’zc tried it;, and snccccded tllorongllly in 
making the House understand thnt ha was vcry 
angry-but he succecilcd in nothing else. Ile 

of his mind. XIe could not  esplnin his iclcn 
thnt  the people out of the  Eonso  had as much 
right to express thcir opinion in favor of the 
balIot as members in the IIolxse had to exprcss 
theirs against it ; ancl that animosity h l  bcen 
shown to the people by the nnthoritics bccnuso 
they Imd so cxpresscd their opinion. Tl~cn 110 
attempt;cd to tell the story of MY. Bnnca ín n 
light and airy way, fnilcd, and snt down in tllc 
middlc of it.  Again he WIS cllcered by dl 
nround him-cheered ns n new mcmbcr is ttsunl- 
ly cheercd--nnd in  thc midst of the checr woulrl 
IKWO blown out his brains had t lmc bccn n pistol 
them ready for such nn operation, 

Thnt h u r  with him  vas vcry bacl. 110 did 
not know llow to  gct u11 and go nwa~’, or IIOW ta 
keel) his plncc. For some timc he sat with his 
Ilnt off, forgetful of  11is privilegc of wonring i t ;  
and then put i t  on harricdly, 8s thougll tho fact 
of his not wanring it mnst lmvo Boen nbscrvcil 
by evcry body. At Imt, nt about two, t h  dc- 
bate w a ~  ndjotlrned, and then as he W ~ S  slowly 
leaving tho House, thinlcing how ha might cycop 
away without companionsl~ip, Nr. Muuk tuok 
him by the arm. 

‘O Arc you going t o  vvallc ?,’ said Mr. Monlc, 
(‘ Yes,’’ said  Phinens ; (‘ I sl~nll wnllt.” 

could not catch thc words t o  express t11a tlloLlgIlts 

TIlcn wc may go togcthcr as far ns l” IZnll. 
Come dong.,’ Phincas l1ad no lnenns of CY- 
cape,  and loft thc Rollsa, l~nnging onMr. Nank’a 
arm, witllont R word. Nor dicl Mr. l\ionIr spcnlc 
till they wcco out in  Palacc Yard. IC W B  not 
much nmiss,” said .Mr. Monk ; c c  but yon’11 do 
better  tbnn  thnt yct.” 

Mr. Monk,” mid Phiacns, t c I havo mado nn 
ass of myself go thorougBIy, tlmt thcw will nt nny 
rate be this good  result, tlmt I shrtll ncvor ~ n d i ~  
an ass of myselF agnin nftcr tllc snmc Sasl~ion.” 

“ Ah !-I thought you l~ncl  sorno st~ch Ecaling 
as tbnt, and therefora I wns determincd to s l lcd i  
to yon. You may bo ~urc,,Pinnn,  tlmt I c10 not 
care to  flatter you, m d  I tl~inlr you ortght to 
know thnt, ns fnr as 1 am able, 1 will tell you 
the  trnth. Your spcech, .which wns ccrtninly 
nothing great, was abont on n par with otllcr 
maiden spccchos in tlm I-Iouso o€ Commons. 
You have done yonrsclf neither good nor h n m .  
Nar was I desirable  thnt yau sbguld, My nd- 
vicc t o  yo~t now iq never to avoid spcnlcing on 
any subject thnt  interests you, but never to q m n k  
for above three  minutes till you find yomwdf 
ns much at Ilorne on your legs ns you aro whan 
sitting. Rut do snot supposc tlxnt you l~avo mndo 

t- 
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an ass of yoursclf-thnt is, ia  nny special degree. savccl h im from being coughed down.” Lndv 
Now, good-nigh t. ” l 

l 

l ’  

r 

__6__ 

CI-IAPTER SSVII. 

LADY LAURA KENNEDY heard two account 
of hcr f’ricnd’s speech-and both from rncn w 1 1 1  
hnd bcen present. Her hasband wns in hi 
plncc, in  accordnnce with his constant  practice 
al~rl Lord Brcntford had been scntcd, pcrllap 
u n  fortunately, in tllc Pccrs’ gnlleqr. 

‘‘ And you  think i t  was n f idare  ? ”  Lad: 
Laura said to her husband. 

4SIt certainly wns not n sLIccess. Tl~cro W R  
nothing  lmrticulnr nbout it. Thcre was n goot 
dcnl of i t  Y O N  could llnrdlv hear.” 

P I I I N B A S  D I S C U S S E D .  

i 

.Ot.” 
“ If me could gct papn to nsk him, I think he 

:ou18 chnnge hiv mind,” said Lady Laura. 
Thoro wns ngnin silcrlce for n fcm moments, 

ftcr which  Violet rotarllod to tile original snb- 
cct of l m  conrpersntion. “It would bo LI, thon- 
and pitics tlmt Mr. Finn sl~oulcl be turncd out 
tito cha cold. Don’t you think so P” 



I, for one, should be very sorry.” 
c t  So should I-and the more so from what 

Lord Brentford says about  his  not  speaking well 
last  night, I don’t think that it is very much of 
an accomplishment for a gentleman to speak 
well. Mr. Turnbull, I suppose, speaks well; 
and they say that that horrid man, Mr. Bonteen, 
can talk by the  hour together. I don’t think 
that it shows it man to be clever a t  all. But I 
believe Mr. Pinn would do it. if he set his mind 
to it, and I shall think it a i r e a t  shame if they room.” 
turn  him out.” 1 “But wkat mnclc l m  ask about Mr. Fitzgib- 

I t  would depeqd very much, I suppose, on 
Lord Tulla.” 
“I don’t know any thing about Lord Tulln,” 

said  Violet ; but I’m quite sure that he  might 
hare Loughton, if we manage it properly. Of 
course Lord Cldtern should have it if ha mants 
it, but I don’t tllink-he &u stand in  r. &inn’s 1nr accnsation ngninst me, and a~ I can not get 
lTi3y.’1 out of it with you as I do with my n1xnt, 1 
‘ ~ 1 ’ ~  afraid it’s out of the question,” said  must ask yon to hear my protc6tntion. I nm 

~ a d y  Laura, gravely. “Papa thinlcs so much  not  in lovo with Mr. Phinons Finn.  IIcnwn 
about the borongh.” The render will remem- help me; as fttr ns I Call tell, 1 not in Iove 
ber that bot13 Lord  Brentfort and his dnugllter with any one, and 11CVer shdl be.” h d y  h u 1 . n  
mere thorougl1 reformelx ! The use of a little looked plensed. “no you lmow,” continued 
borough of his own, however, is a convenience to Volet, ‘‘ thnt I think 1 codil b0 i n  lova wir11 
n great peer. Mr. Phincas Zinn, if I could be in Iovo wi th  

Those difficult  things have always to be  any body.” Thon Lndy  Laurn 1001rcd dis- 
talked of for n long while, and then they become pleased. “In the first plnco, hC is n gcntlc- 
easy,” said Violet. ( I  I believe if you were to  mm,)’ continued Violet. ‘‘ Then 110 is a mim 
propose to Mr. Kennedy to givc all his property of spirit. And  then lie hns not too much  spirit 
t o  the Church Missionaries and emigrate to -not that kind of spirit which makcs somc men 
New Zealand, he’d begin to consider i t  seriously think that tlmy nrc thc finest things going. 
after a time.” IIis manners are perfect-not Cl~cstcrfictldinn, 

“1 shall not try, at any rate.” and yet 11evcr oflensivo. XXc ncver browvbcnts 
‘(Because you don’t want to go to New Zea- any one, and never tondies nny onc. IIc k n o w  

land; but you might try about  Loughton for h o w  to live cnsily with men of all rnnlw, with- 
poor Mr. Finn.” out any appcnrance of claiming n spccinl ßtaturi 

Violet,”  said Lady Laura, after a moment’s for himself. If be wem mado Archbishop of 
pause-and she spoke sharply--“ Violet, I be- Canterbury to-morrow? I beliova ha would sct- 
lieve you are in love with Mr. Finn.” tle dovn  into  tha place of the first subject in 
~ c c  That’s just like you, Laura.” t’ho land without arrognnco, and without fdso  

pou before, or against any body else that I can ‘(.You aro his culogist with n vcngcanco.” 
remember. But I do begin to believc thnt yon L‘ I am bis d o g i s t  ; but I am 11ot in laya 
are in love mith &Ir. Finn.” with him. If ho ~ c r e  to m k  mc to bo liis wifr! ‘‘ Why shouldn’t I be in love with him, if I to-morrow, I should bc distressed, and sllonld TC.. 
like ?I’ fusa him, If Ire were to marry my dc:oaor;t; B.ioncl 

I said nothing about that; only he has in  the world, I should tell him t o  Iciss mc 1r11tl 
not got a penny.’’ be my brothel*. As to MY. Yllinens Pi~~n-thoso 

And I doubt whetl~er you havo any reas011 ‘ 4  What you say is very otlit.” 

. -~~ ~- ~ ~ 

never made such an  accusation  against shame.” 

‘g But I have, my dear.” nre my scntimcnts,” 

for supposing that he is in love wit11 you.” Why odd T” 
“That wonld b0 my affair, my cleur.” 
“Then you are in love with hin1 ?j ’  

That is my affair nlso.” 
Lacly Laura shrugged her shoulders. (‘Of 

course it is ; and if you tell me to I~olcl m3 
tongue, of course I will do EO. If you ask r n c  
mhethcr I think  it a good match, of course 1 
n u s t  say I do not.” 

I don’t tell you t o  hold your tongue, and I 
don’t ask you what you think about the matcll. 
You are quite welcome to talk RS much about 
me as yon please ; but as to Mr. Phinens Finn, 
you have no business to think any thing.” 
“I shouldn’t taIk to any body but yoarself.” 
“I am growing  to be quite indifferent as to 

what people say. Lady Bnldock asked me the 
athey day mhethcr I was going to throw myself 
away on Mi. Laurence J?itzgibbon.” 

“No 1’’ 

l 
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Tt was probably some such feeling which made 
 adv Laura speak at lust. 
~~ ( L I S O  I did, Ilearly--” saidLadv Lnura; ‘6 very 
nearly. You told me just no); that you had 
money, and could therefore c10 xs yon pleased. 
I hacl na money, and could not do as I pleased.” 

U And yod told me also thnt I had no reason 
for thinking  thnt  he cared for me.” 

i‘ Did I? Well - I s~~ppose you hnve no 
rcason. He did  care for me. l’le did love mc.” 

6 ‘  T3Ce told you so 8” 
‘I Yes-lm told me so.” 
“And how did you answer him?” ‘‘ I Bnd that very morning become engaged to 

Mr. 1Kcnnedy. That was my answer.” 
‘‘ And what did he sny when you told him?” 
‘ I  I c10 not know. I can not  remember. Bttt 

L L And now-if he were to love me, you mould 

“Not for  that renson-not if I know y d F .  

‘ ‘ For what reason then ? j ’  

‘‘ Because I look upon it  ns written in heaven 
thnt you aro to  be Oswnld‘s  wife.” 

‘ I  I-Iemen’s writings then ase false,” said Vio- 
let,  gctting up nnd wnlking nway. 
In the mean time  Phincas wrts r c q  wretched 

nt home. When he renelled his lodgings after 
lcnving  the I-Ionse-after his  short conversation 
wiLh Mr. Monk-he  triad to comfort llimsclf 
with  what  that gentleman lind said  to him. 
Eor awhile, while he was walking, there had 
becn some comfort in Mr. Monk’s words. Mr. 
Monk had  much experience, and doubtless knew 
what ho tvas saying -and  there  might  yet be 
hope. But d l  this hopo faded away when 
Phinans wns in his own rooms. There came 
upon him, ns he looked round them, nu idea  that 
hc had no business to be in Pnrliament, that he 
T V ~ S  an impostor, thnt ha was going nbont the 
world undcr fdso pretcnscs, and that ho would 
ncvcr  sct himself aright, cven unto himself, till 
ho  liad gone through soma terriblc  act of humil- 
iation. I-IC had been n cheat even t o  Mr. Quin- 
tus Slide of tho Banne); in accepting an invita- 
tion  to como among them. €Ie llud becn f 
c’hcat to Lady Lawn, in that  he llnd indncd 
11cr to  think  that  he wns fit  to live  with  her, 
110 was B cheat t o  Violet Brnnghm, in assum 
ing  thnt  he was capnblc of making himself agree 
hb1e to llec He WRS a client t o  Lord Chiltarr 
whcn riding his horses, and pretending to be 4 
propcr associate for n mnn of fortune. Why- 
whntwns  his  income? What his birth?  Wha 
liis p~-px position? And now be had got th1 
rcwnrd which all cheats deserve. Then 111 
want to bcil, nnd as he lay there  ho  thought o: 
Mnry Blood Joncs, Had he plighted  his trot1 
to Mary, nncl then llave worked like a slnv 
under Mr. Low’s auspices, ho would nol; hav 
boon n chont. 

It seamcd t o  him thnt ho had hardly bee 
aslcop when t h  girl came  into  his room in  th 
morning. f‘ Sir,” said she, there’s thnt gcntlt: 
mau thoro.” 

ho bchaved very well.” 

grudge me  his love?” 

Oh no ! I mould not be so selfish as that. 

( c  What  gontlcmnn ?”,, 
‘t Tho old gcntlcmnn. 
Tl~en  Phinoas knew  thnt Mr. Clnrkson W ~ S  i 

Iliß sitting-room,  and  that  he wonlcl not leave 
till lro hnd scen t110 owner of the room. NRS 
l>hincns was pretty sure that Mr. Clnrkso 
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enrd him say so. ’ 
In about twenty minutes he ment out inco the 

.tting-room, with his slippers on and in his 
ressing-gown. Suffcring under the circuxn- 
:ances of such an emergency, how is any man 
3 g0 through the work of dressing and washing 
lit11 proper cxnctness P As to the prayers which 
e said on that morning, I. think  that no question 
hodd be asked. I-Ie came out with a black 
loud on his brow, and with his mind half made 
p  to  kick Mr. Clarkson out of the room. Mr. 
llnrkson, when he saw him, m o d  his chin 
ound within bis whitß cravnt, as was R cnstotn 
rith him, and put his thumb and forefinger on 
is lips, and then shook his bead. 
‘‘ Very bad, Mr. Zinn ; very bad indeed ; very 

ad, Bin? it?” 
You corning here in this may nt al1 times in 

:lo dny is very bad,” said Phineas. 
L L And where tvould you havo me go ? Would 

ou like to see me down in the lobby of the 
Iousc ?lY 

L (  To tell you the  truth, Mr. Clarkson, I don’t 
rant to see you anywhere.” 

Ah, ycs ; I dare say1 And that’s whnt 
on call honest, being n Pnrlinment gent ! You 
ad my money, ancl then you tell me you don’t 
rant to see me any, more I ”  

I llave not  had your money,” said Phineas. 
But  let ma tell you,” continuedMr. Clnrkson, ‘ tbat I wnnt to  see you-and shall go on see- 

~g yon till the money is paid.” 
‘6 I’VO not had any of your money,” said 

’hincas. 
Mr. Clnrkson again twitched his chin about 

n the top of his cravat and smiled. ‘$Mr. 
‘inn,” snid he, showing the bill, “is th& your 
Lamc P’’ 

YCS, it is.” 
Then I mant my money.” 

Do be punctunl, now. Why nin’tyou punc- 
u d ?  I’d do any thing foor you if IOU were 
mudual. I would, indced.” Mr. Clarkson, ns 
IC said this, snt down in the chair which had 
)aven placed for our hero’s breakfast, and cutting 
L slice off the loaf, began to butter i t  with grent; 
:omposure. 

&Ir, Clnrkson,” snid Phineas, X can not 
LSIC you to breakfast here. I am engaged.” 

“I’ll jnst tnka a bit of bread and butter an 
;lm same,” said Clmkson. ‘‘ Where do yon get 
your butter? Now I could tell yon a  voma an 
,vho’d give it  yon cheaper and n deal bcttcr 
;han this. This is n11 lard.  Shall I send her 

((No,” said Phincas. There was IIO ten 
ready, and therefore Mr. Clnrkson emptied the 
milk into a clnp and drank it. Artar tllis,” 
said Phincas, I r  I must bcg, Mr. Clarkson, thnt 
you will nevcr come to my room any more. I 
slmll not bc at home to you.” 

g L  Tlle lobby of tlm I-XOLISC is the same thing 
to mo,” saiil Mr. Clarkson. “They know me 
there wcll. I wish you’d be punctual, nnd then 
mc’d bo tho best of friends.’’ After  thnt Mr. 
Clnykson, having finishcd his bread and butter, 
took his lenve. 

“I llnve no money to give you.” 

to you ?l’ 
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THE SECOND READING IS CARRIED. 

TEE debate on the bill mas prolonged dnrin 
the whole of that week. Lord Brentford, wh 
loved his seat in the Cabinet and  the glory O 

, being a Minister, better even than he loved hi 
borough, had  taken a gloomy estimate Fvhen 11 
spoke of twenty-seven defaulters, and of the bil 
as certainly lost. Men who were better ab1 
than he to make estimates-the Bonteens 
Fitzgibbons on each side of the House, ani 
above all, the. Ratle1-a and hbys-produced list 
from  day to day which varied now by threl 

* names in  one direction, then by two in another 
and  wKch fluctuated nt lnst by units only. Th: 
all concurred in declaring tlmt it would be 2 
very near division, A great effort was made tc 
close the debate on t lx  Friday, but  it failed, xnc 
the full tide of speech mas carried on till th( 
following Mondav. On thnt morning Phinca: 
heard Afr. l3,atler"declare at the club that, as fn: 
RS his  judgment went, the division a t  thnt mo, 
ment wets n fair subject for n bet. "Timo art 
two men doubtful in  the IIo1Ise," said Mr. Rat. 
ler, and if one votes on one sido anil ono ox 
the other, OP ,if neither vote at  all, it will bo I 
tie." Mr. Roby, however, Ehe Whip on the 0 t h :  
side, vas quite sure ttmt one nt least of thcsi 
gentlemen mould go iuto his lobby, and thnt tbc 
other would not go into Mr. Ratler's lobby. J 

am i nched  to think  that  the town tvns general. 
'y inclined to put more confidencc in  the nccurn. 
cy  of Mr. Roby than in timt of Mr. Ratlcr; and 
nmong betting men tllcro certninly was n point 
given by those mlla baclred the Conscrvntivcs. 
The odds, however, mcro lost, for on tlm division 
the numbers in the two lobbies mere equal, and 
the Speaker gave his casting vote i n  favor of t h e  
Government. The bill mas read a scconcl time, 
and m m  lost, as a matter of coursc, in reference 
to  any subsequent action. MY, Roby doclared 
thnt even Mr. Mildmay could not go on vit11 
nothing but the Speaker's vote to support cim. 
Mr. IrIiIdmay had no doubt felt thnt he could 
not go on with his bill from Elle moment in 
which Mr. T L I ~ u ~ u ~ I  had cleclared his opposition ; 
but he could not with propriety withdraw i t  in 
deference to Mr. Tarnbull's opinion. 

During tho meek  I'hincas hnd had his llanrls 
sufficiently full. Twice he had gone to the pot. 
tcd peas inquiry ; but he had been a t  tho office 
of the Peopk's Banner more oftcn than  that. 
Bunce had bcen very resolute in his determinn- 
tion to bring an action ngainst tho police for 
false imprisonment, oven though he spent every 
sllilling of his savings ia doing so. And when 
his wife, in the presenco of Phineas, bugged that 
bx-gones might b0 by-gones, rcminding him that 
sprlled milk could not be recovered, he cnllcd her a 
mean-spirited moman. Then Mrs. Bnnce meph 
a flood of tears, and told her favorita lodger that 
for her all comfort i n  this vvorld was over. 
" Drat the refovmers, I sny. And I wis11 thcrc 
was no Parlinment; so I do. What's tho use 
of d l  the voting, when it means nothing but 
dry bread and cross words?" PI1inons by no 
Means encoumgcd his lnndlord in his litigious 
spirit, advising him rathor to keep his money in 
his pocket, and leave tlla fighting of the battle t o  
the columns of the Ban?zsr-which W O ~ J ~  fight 
it, nt any mtc, with aconomy Bnt BUIIC~, 
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should rid himself of his heterodox  political charges to officers whom, mere thw themselves 
resolutions about  the ballot. I t  was no t  tha 
they cared  much  about  his own opinions ; am 
when Phineas  attempted to argue  with  the  edit 
or  on the  merits of the ballot, the  editor put hin 
down very shortly. c t  We go in for it, Mr. 
Finn,” he said. If Mr. Finn would go in  for i 
too, the editor seemed to  think  that Mr. Fin1 
might  make himself very useful at  the Banne2 
clffice. Phineas stoutly maintained  that  thi! 
T C ~ S  impossible, and was therefore driven to con 
fine his  articles  in  the service of the people t( 
those open subjects on which his  opinions  agree¿ 
with those of the People’s Banner. This w8: 
his second article, and  the  editor seemed t( 
think  that, backward as he was about  the ballot, 
he was too useful an aid  to be thrown  aside 
d member of Parliament is not nom all that hc 
mas once, but still  there is a prestige in  the let- 
ters affixed to  his name which makes him loon 
larger in  the eyes of the world than  other men. 
Get into  Parliament, if it be but for the borougl. 
of Loughshane, and  the People’s Banners al: 
round mill be glad of your rrssistance, as will 
also companies limited and unlimited to a verj 
marvelous extent.  Phineas wrote his article 
and promised to look in again, and so they wen1 
on. Mr. Quintus  Slide continued to asswe him 
that n U hargan was indispensable to him, and 
Phineas  began to amommoclate his  ears  to the 
sound which had  at first been so disagreeable. 
He found that  his  acquaintance, Mr. Slidç had 
ideas of his own as to  getting into the ’Ouse at  
some future time. ‘‘1 always look upon the 
‘Ouse RS my oyster, and ’ere’s my sworda” said 
Mr. Slide, brandishing an old qniIl pen. “And 
I feel that if once therc I could get along. I 
do indeed. What is i t  n man wants ? It’s  only 
pluck, that he shouldn’t funk because a ’undred 
other men are looking a t  him.” Then  Phineas 
asked him whether he had any iden of II, con- 
stituency, to which Mr. Slide replied  that  he 
had no absolutely formed intention. Many 
horoughs, however, would doubtless be set  free 
from aristocratic influcnce by the redistribution 
of seats which must  take place, as Mr. Slide de. 
clared, at  any  rate  in  the  next session. Then 
Ile named the  borough of Loughton ; and  Phin- 
ens Finn,  thinking of Saulsby, thinking of the 
earl, thinking of Lady  Laura,  and  thinking of 
Violet, walked sway disgusted. Would i t  not 
be better that the quiet town, clustering close 
round the walls of Saulsby, should remain as it 
.ri.as, than  that it should be polluted by the pres- 
ence of Mr. Quintus Slide? 

On the  last  day of the debate, a t  a few mo- 
ments before four o’clock, Phineas encountered 
another temible misfortune. He had been at 
the potted peas since twelve, and  had  on this 
octasion targod two or  three  commissariat of- 
ficers very tightly with questions respecting 
cabbages and potatoes, and had asked whether 
the officers on board II, certain ship did  not al- 
ways eat preserved asparagus while the me1 
had  not even a bean. I fear that  he  had beer 
put up to this business  by Mr. Quintus  Slide 
and that  he made himself nasty. There was 
however, so much aastiness of the  kind  going 
that  his  little effort made no great difference 
The  Conservative members of the Committee 
on whose side of the House the  inquiry hac 
originated, did  not scruple to lay all  manner oi 

in porver, they mould  be ’bound to support  and 
would support with all their energies. About 
a quarter before four the membe1.s of the Com- 
mittee  had dismissed their last witness for  the 
day? being desirious of not losing their chance 
of seats on 60 important an occasion, and hm- 
ried down into  the lobby, so that  they  might en- 
ter  the House before  prayers. Phineas  here 
was buttoned-holed by Barrington  Erle, who 
said something to him as to  the approaching 
division. They were standing in  front of thc 
door of the House, almost in  the middle of the 
lobbyy mith n crowd of members round them, 
on a spot which, as frequenters know, is halfom- 
ed ground, and must not  be trodden by 
strangers. He was in the  act of answering Erle, 
when he was touched on the  mm,  and on turn- 
ing ronnd, saw Mr. Clarkson. “About that 
little bill, Mr. Finn,” said the horrible man, 
turning  his  chin round over his whité cravat. 
‘c They always tell me nt your lodgiugs that you 
ain’t at home.” By this  time a policeman T ~ S  
explaining  to Mr. Clarkson with gentle violence 
that he must not stand there, that  he must go 
aside  into one of the corners. ‘‘I know all 
that,”  mid Mr. Clarkson, retreating. (‘ Of 
course I do. But vhstt is a man to do when n 
gent won’t see him a t  home?” Mr. Clarkson 
stood  aside i n  his Corner quietly, giving the po- 
liceman no occasion for fmher  nction agninst 
him ; but in retreating  he spob loud, and 
there mas a Iull of mices nronnd, and fxenty 
members at least had  heard  what had been said. 
Phineas Finn  no doubt had  his pririlege, but 
Mr. Clarkson vas determined thnt  the priri- 
Lege should avail lrirn as littIe as possible. 

It mas very  hard.  The  real offender, the 
Lord of the Treasury, the peer’s son, with a 
thousand a pear paid by the country, was not 
treated with this  cruel persecution. Phineas 
had in  truth neFer taken a farthing from any 
one but his  father;  and  though doubtless he 
owed something at this moment;, he  had no cred- 
itor of his own tlmt mas even angry with him. 
As the world goes he was a clear man, but fol: 
this  debt of his friend Fitzgibbon. He left 
Barrington  Erle in  the lobby, and hurried into 
the Rouse, blushing up to the eyes. He  Iooked 
for Fitzgibbon in his place, but  the  Lord of the 
Treasury was not as yet there. Doubtless he 
would be there for the division, and Phincns re- 
solved that  he would speak n bit of his mind he- 
fore  he  let his friend  out of his sight. 

There were some great speeches mndc on that 
evening. Mr. Gresham delivered a n  oration 
of which men said that it mould  be known in 
England  as long ns there were any words re- 
maining o€ English eloquence. In it  he taunt- 
ed Mr. Turnbull &h being a recrennt to the 
peopley  of  whom hc called himself so often the 
champion. But Mr. Turnbull vas not in the 
least moved. Mr. Gresham linen.  well enough 
thet Mr. Turnbull was not to be moved by any 
Tvords; but the R-ords  mese not the less telling 
to  the  House  and to the country. Men, mho 
beard it, said that Mr. Gresham forgot himself 
in  that speech, forgot his party, forgot his  strxt- 
egg, forgot his long-drawn schemes, eren his 
love of applause, and thought only of his canse. 
MY. Danbeny replied to  him with equal genins, 
and with equal sliill, if not with  equal  heart. 



Mr. Gresham had asked for the approbation of 
a11 present and of all future reformers, Mr. Dau- 
beny denicd him both, the one bccause he would 
not succeed, and the other because he would 
no% have deserved succe~s. Then Mr. Mild- 
m q  Inade his reply, getting up s t  about  threa 
oyc~ock, and uttered B prayer--a futjle prayer- 

, that  this his last work on behalf of his country- 
men might be successful. His bill was read L 
second time, as I have said before, in obedi- 
ence to the casting vote of the Speaker,  but n 
majority such as that mas tantamount to a de- 
fent. 

There mas, of course, on that  night no decla. 
ration M to what  the Ministers would do. Witll. 
ol1t a meeting of the Cabinet, and without som( 
farther consideration, though each might knon 
that the bill would be withdrawn, they could n01 
say in what may they would act. But  late as  fl! 
the hour, there were many words on the sulljec 
before membe1.s were in their beds. Mr. Turn. 
bull and Mr. BIonls left the honse togcthcr, ani 
1xrhaps no two gentlemen in  it  had  in formel 
sessions been more  in  the habit of walking hom( 
arm in arm and discussing what each had heart 
and what each had said in  that assembly. Lat 
tcrly these two men had gone strangely asunde, 
i n  their paths-wry strangely for men who h a  
for years walked so closcly together. And thi 
sepnration had been marked by violent mord 
spoken against cach other-by violent words 
nt least, spoken against him in office by the on( 
who had never contaminated his hands by t h  
Queen’s shilling. And yct, on such an occasior 
as this, they were able to wall; away from th( 
house arm in arm, and did not fly at each oth 
d s  throat by the may. 

‘c Sins;ular enough, is it not,’, said Mr. Turn 
bull, ( c  that the thing should havo bccn s( 
close ?” 

‘Very odd,,’ said Mr. Monk ; 4 ‘  bat met 
halFe said that i t  wouldbe so all the Tvwk.” 

. ‘‘ Gresham was very fine,” said Mr. TUITI 
bull. 

( c  Very fine, incleed. I n e m  have  heard an: 
thing like it before. I’ 

Dnubeny mas very powerful too,” said Mr. 
T ~ r ~ l b t ~ l l .  

Yes-no doubt. The occnsìon wns grent, 
and he anslvered to the spur. But Greshamk 
was the speech of the debate.“ 

i( Well-yes ; perhnps it .wns,” said Mr. Turn- 
bull, who was thinking of  his own flight  the oth- 
er night, and mho among his special friends had 
been much praised for what he hncl then done. 
But of course he made no allusion to his own 
doings, or to those of Mir. Monk. In this wny 
they conversed for some twenty minutos, till they 
parted ; but neither of them interrogated  thc 
other as to what eitlm might be called upon to 
do in consequence of the division wl~icll had j u s t  
been cffected. They might still be intimata 
friends, buh the days of confidence between them 
were  passed. 

Phineas  had seen Laurence Fititagibbon enter 
the House, mhich he did quite lato in the night, 
so 8s to be in  time for the  di~sion. 80 doubt 
he had dined  in  the House, and had been d1 the 
evening in the libral-y, or in the smoking-room, 
When Mr- Mildmay mas on his legs making his 
reply, E’itzgibbon had snuntered în, not chqosing 

sto wait. till he might be rung up by the b&;st 

the;last moment. Phinenu wns near him as thev 
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passed by the tellers, near him in t h e  lobby, ani  
near him again as they all passed back into the 
I-Iouse. But  at  the  last  moment he thought tlmt, 
he would miss his prey. I n  tho crowd ns thcv 
left the I h s e  he failed to get his 11and upon I& 
friend‘s shouldcr. But ho hurried down the 
members’ passage, and just  at thß  gate Ioncling 
3ut into Westminster En11 l x  overtook Eitzgib- 
bon walking arm in arm with  Barrington Erlc, 

‘ L  Lanrence,” he said, taking hold of his coun- 
tryman with a decidcd grnsp, ‘ I  I want to spcnli 
to yon for n moment, if you please,” 

c‘ Speak away, ” said Laurence.  Then Phine-  
as, looking up into his face, knew vary w11 t b n t  
!le had boen-what the world calls, dining. 

Phineas remembercd at tho morncnt thnt Bnr- 
rington  Erle hnd been closc to 11im wl~cn  the 
odions money-lender had  touchcd liis nrm and 
made his inquiry about thnt  “little bill.” IIc 
much wished to mnko E ~ ~ l e  undcrstnnd tltnt the 
clebt was not his own, that  he wns not in tho 
lmnds of usurers in refcrencc to his own  concc1’ns. 
But  there was a feeling within him t ;h t  he 
still, even still, owed somcthing to his frienilsl~ip 
to Fitzgibbon. ‘‘ Just give mc your am, and 
come on with me fol- a minute,” said Phincas. 

Ede will excuse us. ” 
“ Oh, blazes!” said Lnurcncc, ‘( what is it 

you’re after ? I ain’t good nt private confer- 
cnces at tllrce in the morning. Wc’re nll our, 
and isn’t t l~nt enough for ye P” 

I hnvc boen dreadfully nnnoycd to-1lighcY” 
said Pllincas, ‘‘ and I n~islrcd to sponk to $011 
about it.” 

L‘Bc~lacl, Finn, my boy, and  thcra wc n good 
man of us nre nnnoyccl-eh, Barrington P’ ,  

d i n e a s  perceived clenrly thnt t1loug11B’itzgil)- 
bon hnd becn dining, thoro wag as much of curl- 
ning  in nll this as of wino, mil 110 wm dotcr- 
mined not to sub& to  srrcl~unlimitcd ill-nsnptl. 
“My nnnoynnco cornes from your friend, M I * ,  
Clarkson, who had tho impudonco t o  nddrow  no 
in the lobby o f  the IXoum.” 

(‘And mrva yon right, too, Finn, my l q ,  
Why the devil did yon sport yom. oak t o  11im T 
hI0 has told M O  n11 about it. Thore ain’t suc11 (L 
patient littlc follow as Clnrkson nnywhcra, if 
~ou’ll only Ich hiln 11nvo his own ~vny. ISa’li 
.ook in, ne he cnlls it, tl~rcc timos n wcek far rt 
~vhole season, ancl c10 nothing ft~rthcr. Ol‘courso 
.le don’t lilcc to bo Iockcd ont,” 
“Is thnt tho gcntlcmn~z  with whom the 11o’ficc 

.ntorfered in tho  lobby ?’j Erlc  inquired, ‘‘ A confounded bill-discounter t a  whom o w  
‘riencl hero 11ns inl;roducad me, for his ow11 pw- 
?oses,” said. I’hincns. 

A wry gcntlcmnn-lilte follow,” said Lnu- 
‘ence. “Barrington knows him, I dnro sny. 
;ook llore, Finn, my bay, tnlto my advice. Ask 
dm to brcnkfast, and lot; him mderat;nnd t h n t  
110 house will  alwnys ho open to him,” AFLW 
liis Laurence  Fitzgibbon nnd Barrington Erlc 
;ob into R cab together, and  wem drivan nwny, 
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Cabinet met nt the  First Lord's official residencc 
inDowning  Street,  and I will attempt to describc 
what, according to the bewildered brain of f 
poor fictionist, was said or might have been said: 
mhnt was dono or might have been done, on cc 
august  an occasion. 

The poor fictionist very frequcntly finds  him- 
self to have becn wrong in his  description of 
things i n  gencral, and is told so roughly by t h  
critics, and tenderly by the friends of his bosom, 
He  is moved to tell of things of which he omits t c  
learn the nature before he tells of them, as should 
be done by n strictly honest fictionist. He catch- 
es salmon in October ; or shoots his partridges ir: 
March. Ris dahlias bloom in June, and hi: 
birds sing in  the autumn. I-Ie opens the opcrn. 
houses bcfore Easter, and makes Parliament sil 
on n Wednesclny evening. And  then thosc tcr- 
rible meshes of the Law! I-Iow is a fictionist, 
in  thcsc excited days, to  create the needed biting 
iutcrest witlwut legal difficulties ; and hotv again 
is ho to stoer his  little bark clcar of so many 
rocks, when the rocks ancl tho shonls hnvc bec11 
purposely arranged  to makc the  tnking of B pilot 
on board a necessity? As to those law meshes, a 
benovolcnt pilot mill,  indeccl, now and again givc 
a poor fictionist n helping haad, not used, how- 
cver, generally, with rnuch discretion. But from 
whom is  any assistance to  come in the angrnt 
mattcr of a.Cabinet  assembly?  There can he 
no such assistnnce. No nmu can tell aught  but 
they who will tell  nothing. But then,  again, 
there  is this safety, thnt  let  the  story be eve19 so 
mistold, lot tho fiction be evcr so far removed 
from the truth,  no critic short of n Cabinet Min- 
ister himself cnn convict the  narrator of error. 

It WRS n layge dingy room, covered with n Tur- 
key C I U ' P C ~ ,  and containing a dark polishecl mn- 
l~ognny dinner-table, on very henvy cnrved legs, 
which  nn old messenger WRS preparing  at two 
o'clockinthc dnv for the useof Ecr Mnjcsty's Min- 
istcrs.  The t&lc n o d d  have been lnrgc  enough 
for fowtocn guests, and dong  the sido fa.rthcr 
from tho fire thoro  vero placed somc six  I~envy 
chirs,  good cornfortnblc chairs, stuí'iecl nt the 
bnck ns well ns thc sent, bnt on tho side nenrcr 
to the fire the chairs WCTC placcd irrcgularly ; and 
tllcrc were four arm-chairs, two on one siclo ancl 
two on t h  other. T l~crc  were four windows to 
tho room, which looked on to St. James's Park, 
nncl tho curtains of the windoms wcre dark nnd 
hcnvy, as becarno the gravity of tho p~~rposes to 
which thnt  cl~nrnbcr mas appropriated. I n  old 
dny~ it had bccn tho dining-room of onc Primo 
Minister nfter nnotllcr. To Pitt; i t  hnd boen the 
abode of his own familiar prnndial  Penates, nncl 
Lord 3iivcrpool had bcon (lull  tharc among liis 
dull frioncls for long ycnr after yenr. The &fin- 
istcrs ar the present day find i t  more convenicnt 
to~livo i n  privnte homcs,  nnil,  indcccl, not unfre- 
qncntly cnrry thcir Cabinets with tl~ern. But, 
under Mr. Mildmny's rnlc, tho meetings more 
gonernlly hcld in t h  old room at tllc official res- 
idence. Thrice did the ngcd messenger Ineve 
cach arm-chair, now n little this wny nnd nom n 
little  that, and then look nt thcm as thougll 
somotl~ing of thc tenclcncy of tho coming meet- 
ing  might depcnd on tho comfort of its lending 
mcmbcrs, If Mr. BIIildrnay should find himsclf 
to bo quita cornfortnblc, so thnt ha could hear 
what wns said without n struggle to  11% car, nnd 
sec his collcnguos' faces clearly, and fccl tho fire 

without burning his shins, it might be possible 
that he would not insist upon resigning. If this 
wcre so, how important was the work now con- 
fided  to the hands of that aged messenger! 
When his anxious eyes 11nd ghuwed round the 
room some half g dozen times, when he hml 
touched ench curtain, laid his hand upon every 
chair, and dusted certain papers which lay upon 
8 side-table, and which had been lying there for 
two years, and at which no one cver k~oked or 
would look, he gently crept away and ensconced 
himself in an easy-chair not far from the door 
of the chamber. Por it might be necessary to 
stop the attempt of a rash intruder on those se- 
cre t counsels. 

Very shortly there wns heard the  ring of VR- 
rious voices io  the passages-the voices of men 
speaking pleasantly, the voices of men with 
whom i t  secmcd, fiom their tone, that things 
\vere doing well in the world. Ancl thcn a clus- 
ter of four or five gcntlemcn entered the room. 
At first sight they scemed to be as ordinary gen- 
tlemen as yon shall meet anywhere about Pal l  
Mall on an afternoon. There was nothing about 
their outwnrd appearance ofthenugustwiggeryof 
statc  craft,  nothing of the ponderous dignity of 
rninistcrinl position, That little man in the 
squnrc-cut coat--we may almost call it a shoot- 
ing-coat-swinging nn umbrella and wenring no 
gloves, is no less n person than  the Lord Chnn- 
cellor-Lord  Wcazoling-who made a hundred 
thousand pounds ns Attorney-Gencrd, and is 
supposed to bo the best lawyer of his age. 
is fifty, bat he looks to be hardly over  forty, and 
one miglrt take him to he, from his appearance, 
perhaps a clerk in  the War Office, well-to-do, 
Ind popular among his brother-clerks. Imme- 
3iately with him is Sir Enrry Coldfoot, also .z 
lawyer by  profession, though he hns nwer pmc- 
ticecl. He  has been in  the Honse for nearly  thirty 
years, nnd is now  nt the Home Office. He is a 
stout, hc~xlthy, gray-hnircd gentleman, who Cer- 
tninly docs not wcar thc cares of ofice on his 
face. Perllnps, howcvcr, no Minister gets more 
bnllicd than 11c  by the press, and men say thnt; 
he will bc very willing to givc up to some polit- 
ical  enemy tllc control of the poIice, and  the 
onerous duty of jnclging in n11 criminal appeals. 
Behind these come our  friend Mr. Monk, young 
Lord Cantrip from the Colonies next door, than 
whom no smnrter yonng peer now docs honor 
to our hcrcclitnry legislature, and Sir Mnrmn- 
duke Morccombe, the Chancellor of tllc Duchy 
of Lnncastcr. Why Sir Marmnduke has always 
becn placed in Mr. Mildmny's Cabinets nobody 
evcr knew. As Chancellor of the  Dncby ha lm  
nothing to do-and were there m y  thing, ho 
would not do it. €IC rarely sl~caks  in thc I'Iousc, 
and then docs not speak well. €Ie is n 11nnd- 
sotne mm,  or wot~lcl  bo but for an assamption 
af grandeur  in  the  carriage of his eyes, @ving 
to his face n chnrncter of pomposity mlllcll hc 
himself well dcservcs. IIe was in  the Gunrds 
bvhen young, nncl hfls been in  Parliament sincu 
he ceased to bo young. I t  must ba supposed thnt 
Mr. Mildmay has found something in him, for 
he ]ln8 becn included in three successiva Libcrnl 
Cabinets. I-Ie l m  probably the virtue of being 
truc to Mr. Mildmny, and of being d d y  snbmis- 
Jive to one ml~om he rccognizcs n8 his superior. 

Wittlin two minntes afterward tho d ~ k o  fol- 
lomed, with  Plantagonot Palliser. TIE dub, 



the morld knows, was the Duke of St 
Bungay,  the very front and head O f  the aristo. 
cratic old \vlligs of the country--a man mhc 
hns been thrice spoken of as Psime Minister, ani 
mho really might have filled tbc ofice had h t  
noh known himself to be unfit for it.  The dukt 
]las been consultcd as to the making of Cabinet: 
for the  last five-and-thirty years, and is ever 
now not an old man in appearance; B fussg: 
popular, clever, conscientious man, whose diges- 
tion has been too good to make politics B burder 
to him, but who has thought seriously about his 
country, and is one who mill be GUTC to leavt 
memoirs behind him. He was born in 
semi-purpIe of ministerial influences, and men 
say of him that  he is honestor than  his uncle, 
mho \vas Canning’s friend, but not SO grent a 
man as his grandfather, wit11 whom FOX once 
quarreled, and whom Bmke loved- flantagenof 
Palliser, himself the heir to a dukedom, W R S  the 
young Chancellor of the Exchcqner, of  m11om 
some statesmen thought mncll as the  rising star 
of the age. If industry, rcctitude of purpose, 
nnd a certain clearness of intelkct nlny prevail, 
Plmty Pall, as he is familiarly called, may be- 
come B great Minister. 

Then came Viscount Thrift by himself-the 
First  Lord of the Admiralty, with  the tvl~olc 
weight of a new iron-clad fleet upon his shoul- 
ders. E e  has undertaken  the Herculean task of 
cleansing the dock-yards-and mith i t  the lesser 
work of keeping afloat a nary  that  may be es- 
teemecl by his countrymen to be the best; in the 
world. And he thinks that he vil1 do both, if 
only Mr. Mildmny will not resign ; an indnstri- 
ous, honest, self-denying nobleman, w110 works 
without ceasing from morn to night, and who 
hopes to rise in time to high things-to the trans- 
lating of Homer, ped.qs, ancl tllc wearing of the 
Garter. 

Close behind them there wns a mck of Minis- 
tcrs, with  the  much honored grey-haired old 
Premier in  the midst of them. There was Mr. 
Grcsllnm, the E’oreign Minister, snid to be the 
greatest  orator  in Europc, on mhoue shoulclcrs it 
was thought  thnt the mnntle of Mr. Mildmay 
mould  fall-to bc worn, hovever, qnite otherwise 
than &h. Mildmny  had worn it. For Mr. Gresh- 
am is n man with no feelings for the p e t ,  void 
of historical associations, llnrdly with memo- 
ries-living nltogether for the future, mIlicll  hc is 
anxious to fashion anew out of the vigor of his 
own brain. Whereas, with hly. hlildrnxy, w e n  
his love of Reform is nn inherited passion for an 
old world Liberalism. And there rvns with them 
Mr. Legge Wilson, the brothcr of n peor, Secre- 
tary n t  War, agreat scholar and n. polished gentIc- 
man, wry proud of his position ns n Cnbinct 
Afinister, bnt conscious thnt he  llns hardly cam- 
ed it by politicnl work. And Lord Plinlimrnon 
is with  them,  the Comptroller of India-of all 
working lords the most jaunty, tho most plens- 
fint, nnd the most popular, very good at  taking 
chairs at  dinners,  and making becorning speec1lcs 
nt the  shortest notice, n man apparently very 
free and open in his mays of life-bnt  cm1tio11s 
enongh in trut11 ns to e;ery step, knowing weli 

Mr. BIildmay entcred  the room leaning on Lord 
how hard it is t o  climb and hom easy to fall. 

Plinlimmon’s arm, and when he made his way 1 
up among the arm-chairs upon the rug before 
the fire, the  others clustered around him with sa@ the duke. Th6 dukc ~vns privilcgocl’do sny 

? 



as much as that. Bnt  though every man  in t h  
room Itnew that  it  must be so, no one but tht 
d111x woulcl have said ít, before Mr. Ivlilclma~ 
had spolren pldinly bimsclf. 

“No, ” said Mr. Mildmay ; I suppose t lw 
wc can  hardly  stay where we are. ProbablJ 
none of LIS wish it, Then he loolr. 
ed round upon his colleagues, and  there  came L 
sort of an assent, though  there were no $polrex 
words. The sonnd from Sir Marmadulte More. 
conlbc was louder than  that from the otlms; 
but yet from him it  W R S  no more tbnn an attest. 
ing grunt;. Wc havo two things to consider,’ 
continucd Mr. Mildrnny-and though he spokc 
in n very low voice, every word was heard by al: 
present--“  two things chiefly, that is ; tho work 
of the  country  and  the Queen’s comfort. I pro- 
p o s ~  to see her Majesty this afternoon at five- 
tllnt  is, i n  something less than two hours’ time, 
and I llopc to be able to tell tho House by seven 
what has taken  place between her Mnjesty &d 
me. My fiiond, his Grnce, will do as  much i n  
the I-Ioasc of Lorcls. If you agree with me, gen- 
tlcmcn, I will csplnin to the Qtrecn that  it is not 
for tllc wclfnre of the country  thnt we shodd re- 
tnin our  plnces, and I will place your resignations 
and my own i n  lier filnjcsty’s hnnds.” 

You will nilvise hcr Nnjesty to  send for 
Lord cle Terriel;” snid Mr. Gresham. 
“ Certainly;  thcrc will bo no othcr course 

opcn to me.” 
“ Or to hor,” said Mt. Gresham, ’ To thís re- 

mark from the rising Minister of the day, no word 
OC rcply w a ~  macle ; bnt of those present in tho 
room three or four of the most ex~~eriencecl serv- 
ants of the Crown felt  thnt Rfr. Gresham had 
bccn irnprudcnt. The clako, who had cver bccn 
nhaid of Mr. Gresham, told Mr. Pdliscr after- 
wnrd that sach nn observation should not llave 
h e n  rnnclc; nnd Sir I-Ionry Coldfoot pondered 
upon it unensily, nncl Sir Mnrmnctulce Morecombe 
nskcxl RIXr. R.lildmny what 110 thought nbout it. 
‘ L  Times cllnngc so muc11, and with the times tho 
fceling~ of mcn,” sai4 Mr. Mildmay. But I doubt 
whetllcr Sir Marmndulro quite undcrstooil him. 

Thoro was sìlcncc in  the room for n mamcnt 
01’ two nftxr Mr. Grcsllnm Ilail spoken, ancl thcn 
Mr. Mildmny ngnin adclrcssed his friends. Of 
COIII’SO it may be possiblc tl1nE My Lord  de Tcr- 
riar nrny forcseo diffic~~ltics, or may flnd dificul- 
tics which will obligo him, cithcr nt once, or n% 
er an attempt has boen made, to decline tho tnsk 
tvlliclt 1x.w BIn.,jcsty will probably commit to him. 
AI1 of ns, no doubt;, lcnow that thc nrrnngemcnt 
of R Govcrnnlent is not tllc most onsy tnsk in the 
world ; nnd thnt  it is not mndc the rnoro onsy by 
nn nbscncc of n majority in the XIousc of Com- 
lnons,” 

(‘ TIC wonld dissolve, I prcsu~nc,“ snid t h  
dUk0. 

‘(X ~hoult l  say so,” continucil Mr. Mildmay 
‘ I  Dut it mny not improbnbly come to pass  thn 
hor Majcst;y will %cl hcrsclf  obliged to send qpir 
for some 0110 01’ two OP us, thnt we may tcndcr tc 
hor Majesty tho ailvico ~vhich ’wc owe to ber 
for m o ,  fbr instance, or for my fricnd t h  dulrc. 
I n  such n matter s110 nould bc much p idec  
probably by what Lord do Tcrrier might hnvt 
stlpgcated to  Ber. Slloulcl this bc so, nnd shonl~ 
X be consaltcd, my Iwescnt feeling is that TV( 
should ~ C Y I I I ~ Q  our ofKicas so thnt  tho necossnr] 
business of Blo eossion sllotrld bo comploteil, an( 

that WC should then disso1t.e Parliament, and 
thus ascertain the opinion of the country. I n  
sudl case,  however, we should of course mect 
ngnin.” 
“1 quite  think  that the course proposed by 

Mr. Mildmay will be the best,” said the duke, 
who had  no doubt alrcndy discussed the matter 
witb his friend  the  Prime Minister in pi-ivate. 
No one else said z word either of argument; or 
disagrecment, and the Gabinet Council mns bro- 
ken “p. The old messenger, who hail bccn asleep 
in his chail; stoodnp and bowed as the Ministc1-s 
walked by him, and then went in and re-arranged 
the chairs. 
“ ISe has ns much idea of giving up as you or 

I have,” said Lord Cantrip to his friend Mr. 
Greslwn, RS they .cvallied n m  in arm together 
from the  Trensury Clu-tmbcrs across St, Jnn~es’s 
Park toward the clubs. 

(‘ I am not sure that hc is not right,” said Mr. 
Gresluim. 

4 ‘  Do you mean for himself or for the country P” 
asked Lord Cantrip, 

“For his futuro  fame. They who haw 
abdicated and 11ave clung to their abdica- 
tion haw always lost by it. CincinnFtus N ~ S  
broughtback again, and Charles V. is felt tohnw 
been foolish. The 1-3enclles of rctiyed Ministers 
of which we hear so often hava generdly been 
cdtivatcd in n constrained Beclusion; or nt 
least the world so bcliavcs.” They were tnlkíog 
probably of Mr. Mildmay, as to whom sorna of 
his colleagues hnd thought i t  probable, lmowing 
thnt he tvo~Illd n o w  resign, that he would llave 
;o-day declared his intontion of hying asido for- 
v e r  the cares of office. 

Mr. Monk nnlkedhome alone, and as lm went 
;hero W ~ S  something of n fceling of disnypoint- 
ncnt a t  hcnrt, which made him ask himself 
,vhcthcr Mr. T ~ l ~ b ~ l l  might not  have bccn right 
.n rebuking him for joining the Govcmmcnt. 
Unt this, I think, was in no way dtm to Mr. 
MiIdmny’s resignation, but mthw to a conviction 
n n  Mr. niXonlc’s part that he hail contributed lrut 
little to his co~mtry’s wclhre by sitting in Mr. 
Rfildmny’s Cnbinct. 



!’ , ;  ‘ i c‘ It is impossilh to say whether he is please4 

F‘ ; l ; !  His ambition must be gratified,” said Phin 
L I ,  ” 
,,m , I I Phineas. “I am pleased, of course.” i or not, ” said Lady Laura, speaking of him t 3  

l ~ , l  
c as. 

It mould be, if he had any,” said Lad: 
I J  

* i  
i 
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Lnurn. 
“I do not believe in  a man lacking nrnbi 

tion.” 
L‘  It is hard  to say. There  are  men mho b 

no means mear their  hearts upon their sleeves 
fincl m y  husband is one of them. €Ie told mc 
that it would be unbecoming in him to refuse 
and  thnt was dl he said to me about it.’? 

The old men held their seats, but  they  did H 
as it mere only upon farther trial. Mr. Mildma: 
took the course which he had  indicated  to hi1 
colleames a t  the Cabinet meeting. Before al 
the cgplnnntions and journeyin& were COM. 
pIetec1, april  was over, and the much-needec 
ml tsunt ide  holidays were coming on. But  lit, 

of the  routine work of the session had beer 
&ne ; and, as Mr.  1\1ildmay told the House mor( 
thnn once, the country mould suffer were th( 
Queen to dissolve Parliament  at  this  period Oi 
the year. The old Ministers would go on wit1 
the business of the country, Lord de Terriel 
n-ith his followers having declined to take affair; 
into  their  hands; nnd nt the close of the ses 
sion, which should be made as short as possible 
writs should be issued for nev clectiuns. Thil 
wt.as Mr. Mildmay’s programme, and i t  was ont 
of wllich no one dared  to complain very loudly. 

Mr. Turnbull, indecd, did speak a word of c m  
tion. €Ie told Mr. Mildmny that  he hacl lost hi! 
bill, good in other respects, because he had re. 
fused to  introduce  the ballot into his measure 
Let him promise to be wiser for the  future, anc 
to obey the manifested wishes of the country, anc 
then  all would be  well with him. In  answer  t( 
this, Mr. Mildmny declared that to the best of 
his power of reading  the  comtry,  his conntrymer 
had manifested no such wish ; and  that if the) 
did so, if by the fresh election it should be 6hO\Vr 
that the ballot was in  truth desired, he would x 
once leave the  execution of their wishes to able] 
and younger hands. Mr. Turnbrdl expresse¿ 
himself perfcctlg satisfied with the Minister’s an. 
swers, and said  that  the coming election wouli 
,show whether he or &fr. Mildmny were right. 

Many men, and among them some of his col. 
leagues, thought that MY. Mildmay had been 
iml~rudent. “NO man ought evcr to pledge 
himself to  any  thing,” said Sir  Eenry Colclfoot 
to  the  duke; ‘‘ that is, to nny thing unneccs- 
sary.” The duke, who WRS rery trae to ML 
Mildmny, made no reply to this, but even hc 
thought that, his old hicnd had been betraycd 
into a promise too rapidly. But  the pledge was 
given, and some people already begnn to make 
much of it. There appeared leadcr aftor lcadcr 
in  the People’s Banner urging tho constituencies 
to  taka  advantage of the Prime Minister’s Words, 
and t o  show clearly nt the Ituskings that they de- 
sired  the balIot. ’ ( c  You had batter come over to 
ITS, Mr. Finn ; you had indeed,” said Mr. Slide. 
“Now’s the tirne to do  it,  and shorn yourself a 
poople’s friend. You’ll have to  do i t  sooncr or 
Inter-whether or no. Come to us, and we’ll bo 
your horgan.” 

But in  those dnys Phineas was something lass 
,in love with Mr. Quintus Slide than he had 

been at  the  time of the  great  debate, for ha was 
becoming more and more closely connected with 
people who in  their ways of Iiving and modes of 
expression were very unlike Mr. Slide. This 
advice was giveu to  him about the  end of May, 
and at  that time Lord  Chiltern was living with 
him in the lodgings in  Great Marlborough 
Street. Miss Pouncefoot had tcm]~ora~*ily vn- 
cated her rooms on the first floor, and the  lord 
with the broken bones had coildcscended to OC- 
cwpy them. “1 don’t; know that I like  having 
e lord,” Bunco had said to his wife. icXt’ll 
soon come to you not liking  any body decent 
anywhere,” Mrs. Bance  had rcplied ; but I 
shan’t ask any questions abont it. When you’rc 
wasting so much time and money a t  your dirty 
IPW proceedings, it’s well that S O ~ C ~ O ~ J J  dlould 
earn something at  h~me.” 

There had been many discussions about  tho 
bringing of Lord Chiltern up to London, in all 
of which Phineas had been concerned.  Lord 
Brentford  had  thought thnt his son hnd bcttcr 
remain clown d the WiIlingford ßnll; and 
although he said that  the rooms, ’VYCFG nt his 
son’s disposal should Lord  Chiltern cllooso to 
come to London, still lm said jt in such n way 
that  Phineas, who went dolm to Willingford, 
could not  tell his friend  that he would be mada 
welcome in Portmnn Square. think I slid1 
leave those diggings altogether,” Jhrd Chiltcrn 
said  to him. 4‘ My father  annoys  me by evcl*y 
thing  he says and does, and I annoy him by sny- 
ing and doing nothing.”  Than  there cnmc an 
invitation to him  from Lady Latlm and Mr. 
Kennedy. Would he come to Grosvenor Placc P 
Lady  Laura pressed this v e ~ y  much, thougll in 
truth Mr. IZonncdy hacl hardly done mora tlmn 
give a cold assent. But  Lord Clliltorn woulil 
not hear of it. GLThere is BOMO reason for my 
going to my father’s boum,” snid ho, ‘L though 
he and I are nut tile best friends in  the world; 
but there can be no reason for my going to tho 
house of a rnnn I disliko so much as I do 
Robert Kennedy.” The matter mos settled in 
the  manner told nbovc. Miss Pouncefoot’r; rooms 
mere prepared for him nt &Ir. Bmcc’s I~OLISC, aucl 
Phinens Pinn went down ta Willi~~glbrd m d  
brought him up, (‘I've sold Boneb~*cnlccr,” 110 
wid, to a young follow whose ncck will ccr- 
bninly be t h  sacrifice if ho nbhxnpts to IMc him. 
[’cl have givcn him to you, PllixlonR, only you 
nouldn’t hnve known wlml to do with 11irn.~’ 

Lord Chilteln when 110 cama up to Lnx1doa 
vas still  in bandages, though, as thosurgconsnid, 
lis bones sccmcd to hnvc becn umda to bc broken 
md set agnin ; and his Zmclnges of cours0 WWO 
L sufficient cxcusc for Iris visiting 1110 hsuso 
loither of his fathor  nor  his brother-in-law. Dut 
Lady Lat~rt-~ went to him frcqncntly, anil thus 
)ecame acquainted  with our hero’s horno and 
rith Mrs. Bunce. And thw8 wore masaagcs 
rtken from Violct t o  the man in bandages, somß 
)f which lost nothing in  th6 carrying, OllCo 
Lady Lrtara tricd  to mako Violet  think thnt it 
vouId bo right, or rallmr not wrong, thnt thoy 
wo should go togetlmr to Lord Clliltarn’s 

“And wocdd you have mo tcll my aunt, or 
vould you have m0 not tell her P”  Violet nsk- 

would hava yon do jnst n~l yon pleaacd,” 

ooms. 

Id 

;ndy Laura cmswcrod. 
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(6 So I shall,”  Violet replied, but I will dc 
nothing  that I should be ashamed to  tell  any one. 
your brother professes to be in love with me.” 

6‘ He is in love with you,” said Lady  Laura. 
“Even you do not pretend to doubt his faith.” 

“Very well. In those circumstances a gir: 
should not go to a man’s  rooms unless she mean: 
to consider herself ss engaged to him, even wit1 
!lis sister;  not  though he had broken eveq 
hone in his skin. I know what Imny do,-Laura, 
and I know what I mayn’t; nnd I won’t be le¿ 
either by you or by my aunt.” 

May I give him your love P” 
; because you’ll give i t  in n wrong 

spirit. He knows well enough that I wish  him 
well; but you may tell him  that  from me, if 
you plense. He has from me all those wishes 
which one friend omes to another.” 

Bnt there were other messages sent from Vio- 
let through  Phineas Finn which she worded 
with more show of  affection, perhaps as  much 
for the discomfort of Phineas ss for the consoln- 
tion of Lord  Chiltern.  (‘Tell  him to take  care 
of himself,” said Violet, and bid him not  to 
llave any more of those wild brutes that are not 
fit for any  Christian  to  ride. Tell him  that I 
say so. It’s a grent  thing to be brave ; but 
what’s the use of being foolhardy?” 

Thc session was to  be closed at  the end of 
June, to the gent dismay of London  tradesmen 
and of young ladies who had not been entirely 
SLICCCSSFUI in the early season. But before the 
old Parliament wns closed, and  the  writs for the 
new election wem dispatched, there occurred an 
inciclont which was of very much importance  to 
Phinens Finn. Near the  end of June, when the 
remaining days of the session were numbered 
by three or four, he had boen dining nt Lord 
Brentford’s house in Portmnn Square in com- 
pany with Mr. ICennedy. But Lady  Laura had 
not  been there. At  this time he saw Lord 
Brentford not unfrequently, and  there was al- 
ways t~ word snicl about Lord  Chiltcrn. The 
fathor would ask hom the son occupied himsolf, 
and Phineas would hope - though hitherto  he 
had hoped in vain-that he would induce  the 
earl to come and see Lord Chiltern. Lord 
Brentford could never be  brought to that ; but 
i t  was sufficiently evident thnt ho wouId havo 
dono so, had  he  not been afraid to  descend BO 
ihr from the attitude of his paternal  wrath. On 
this evcning, at about eleven, MY. Kennedy  and 
I’hineas left the House together, and walked 
from the square through  Orchard  Street  into 
Oxford Street. Here  their ways parted,  but 
Phineas crossed the road  with  Mr. Kennedy, as 
IIC was making some reply to n second invitation 
to Loughlinter. Phineas, considering what I ~ a d  
becn said before on the subject, thonght that the 
invitation enme late, and  that  it was not warmly 
morded. H o  had, therefore, declincd it, ancl was 
in the act of declining it, when ho crossed tlle 
rond with Mr.  ICenncdy. I n  walking down 
Orchard Street from tho square he had seen two 
Inen standing in tho shadow a few yards up a 
m m s  or small alley that wns there,  but  had 
thought nothing of them. I t  wns just  thaf pe- 
riod of the year when there is hardly nny of the 
darkness of night; but at this moment there 
mere symptoms of coming rain, and henvy drops 
began to fall ; ancl there \vere  big clouds coming 
and going bcforo tho young moon. hlr. Kennecl) 

had said  that  he would get a cab, but he hnd 
seen none as he crossed Oxford Street, and had 
put up his umbrella RS he made his m y  toward 
Park Street. Phineas  as he left him distinctly 
perceívvedthc’same two figures onthe other side of 
Oxford Street, and then turning  into the shadow 
of R butcher’s porch, he saw them cross the  street 
in the make  of  Mr. Kennedy. I t  mas now raining 
in earnest, and  the few passengers who were out 
were scudding away quickly, this way and  that. 

I t  hardly occurred to Phineas to think that 
any  danger wlls imminent to  Mr. Kennedy from 
the men, but it did occur to him  that he might 
as tvel1 take some notice OP the  matter.  Phineas 
knew  that Mr. Eeennedy  would make his way 
down Park Street, that being his usnnl route 
from  Portman Square toward bis own home, 
and knew also that he himself could again corne 
across Mr, IZennedy’s track by going down North 
Audley Street  to  the corner of Grosvenor Square, 
and thence by Brook Street  into Park Street. 
Without  much thought, therefore, he went out 
of his OFYU course  down to the corner of the 
square, hurryinghis steps till he was rmning,  and 
then  ran  along Brook Street, thinking ns ho 
went of some special word tha: ho might  say to 
Mr. Kennedy  as an excnse, should he again 
come across his late compnnion. He reached 
the corner of P ~ r k  Street befQre that gentleman 
could have been there, unless he also had ran; 
but just  in time to see him m he was coming on, 
-and also to see in the  dark glimmering of the 
dight  uncertain moonlight that  the two men 
were behind him. He ratrented a  step backward 
In the corner, resolving thnt when Mr. Kennedy 
:ame up they two mould go on together; for 
lom i t  was clear that Mr. Kennedy was followed. 
But Mr. Renncdy did not  reach the corner. 
When he was within two doors of it, one  of the 
men had followed him up quickly, and had 
thrown something ronncl his thront from behind 
him. Phineas nndcrstood well nom that his friend 
wns in the ach of being garrotted, and that his in- 
stant assistance ’YVBS needed. He rushed forward, 
and as the second rufian had been close upon 
thc footsteps of the fimt, there mas almost instnn- 
tnneously a concourse of the four men. But there 
was no fight. The man mho had nearly succeeded 
in putting Mr. I h n e d y  on his back, made no  nt- 
tempt to seize his prop, when he fotmd that so un- 
welcome an addition had joined the party, but in- 
stantly  turned to fly. His companion WRS turning 
also, but Phineaswastooquickfor him, nndhaving 
seized on his collar, held him mith all his power. 

Dash  it all,” said the man, didn’t Ber see as 
how I was s-hurrying up to help the gcn’leman 
myself T ” Phineas, however, hadn’t seen this, 
and held on gnllantly, and in a conple of minutes 
the first ruffinn was back again npon the spot in 
the custody of a policeman. U You’ve done it 
uncommon neat, sir, ’’ said the policeman, com- 
plimenting Phineas upon his performance. “If 
the gen’leman ain’t none the morse for it, it’ll 
have been a very  pretty evening’s amusement.” 
Mr. Kennedy was now leaning  against the mail- 
ings, and hitherto  had been unable to declare 
wllethor he vas redly injured  or not, and it was 
not till a second policeman cama up  that  the 
hero of the  night WEIS a t  liberty to nttend clos+ 
ly  to his friend. 

Mr. Kennedy, when he wrts able to speak, de- 
clared thnt for n minl;rte or two he had tlronght 
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“The fellow  was in  the act of doing it.” 
And you stopped llim?” 
Ycs ; I got there just in time. Wasn’t it 

lucky ?” 
6‘ You ought to be garrotted yourself‘. I should 

llave lent the man a hand hnil 1 been tllcro.” 
( I  E o m  can you say any thing so horrible? 

But you are drinking too much, old  fellow, and 
I shall lock tho botth up.” 
‘U If therc were no one in London  drank more 

than I do, the wine mcrchnnts would hnvc n 
bad timo of it. And so thc new Cabinet Minis- 
ter has been garrotted in the street. Of  cours^ 
I’m sorry for p o ~ r  Laura’s salte.’’ 

“Luckily he’s not much tho worse for i t ;  
only R little bruised.” 

I monder whcthcr it’s on the calds  hc should 
be improved by it ; w o m ,  csccpt in the wny OF 
being strangled, ha could not be. HOWCYCI’, :IS 
hc’s  my brother-in-lav, I’m obliged to yon for 
rescuing him.  Come, I’ll go to bed. I nlnsc 
say, if hc  Tvns to be gnrrottccl 1 should likc t o  
have  bccn there to ECC it.”  Thnt was tllc 1 1 ~ 1 1 -  
ner in which Lord Clliltorn received the tidings 
sf the terrible accident which hnd ocourrcd to 
his near relative. 

CI-IAPTER XXXI, 



Since that  he has paid his brother’s debts for th  
fiftecnth time, and of course is ready to fight an) 
battle for  the forgiven prodigal. Things are no 
as thcy were, and my father tells me that hf 
thinke I shall be bcaten.” 

‘‘Thnt is bad news.” 

Every mord of information that had come t( 
Phinens  about  Longhshane since Mr.  MildmaJ 
had decided upon n dissolution, had gone towarc 
making  him feel at first that  there was grenl 
doubt as to his re-election, and at last that thcrt 
WRS almost a certainty against  him. And ar 
thesc tidings  reached him they made him veq  
unhappy. Since he bad bcen in  Parliament h c  
l1ad very frcqucntly regrcttoa  that 110 llad lcft the 
slmdes of the  Inns of Court for thc  glarc of 
Westminster; and he had more than once 
marle up his mind that he would desert; the 
glnm and return  to the shade. But now, mhen 
the moment came in which such dcscrtion seem- 
cd to bo Con~pnlsory on him, when there would 
be no longer a choice, the seat in  Parlinmcnf 
was dearer to him  than ever. If he hac1 gone of 
his own frce-will-so he told himself- there 
wvquld have beon something of nobility in such 
gomg. Mr.  Low would have respcctcd him, 
and cvcn Mrs. Lom might hnve taken  him back 
to’thc friendship of her scvcro bosom. But  he 
would go bnclc now ns n cur with his tail be- 
tween his legs-lcicl~cd out, ns it \vc1*c, from 
Parlinmcnt. Etaturning t o  Lincoln’s Inn soiled 
with failurc, having nccomplished nothing, hnv- 
ing broken down on tho only occnsion on which 
IIC had dared to show himself w his logs, not 
l~nving opcncd a single useful book during  the 
two ycars in  which ho had sat in  Pnrliamcnt, 
bttrdcncd with Laurence Fitzgibbon’s dcbt, nnd 
not  quite froc from dcbt  of his own, how conld 
ho start himself in any way by whicll he  might 
cvcn hopo to win success? Ho must, lm told 
himsclf, give up’ all thought of practicing  in 
London nnil bctnka Ilinlselrta Dublin. 110 could 
not dnrc to fnce liis fricncls in London ns n 
yonng bricflcss bnrristor. 

On this  owning, t110 owning subscqncnt to 
that on which N t * .  IConllcdy lind bcorl nttnclccd, 
the Housc was sitting in Committcc or Wnys nnd 
Means, and thcrc came on  n discussion ns to n 
ccrtnin vote for tlm ar~nx, I t  l m 1  becn known 
that  thcra would bc such discussion ; and Mr. 
Monk  11nving l~enrd  from Pllincas n word or 
two now nnd ngnin nbont tho potted pcm, I1nd 
rccommondcd him to bo rcndy with n few re- 
mnrks if l m  nishort to support the  Chvernmcnt 
in the mnttcr of thnt vote. Pllinons did so wis11, 
having lenrnod quite cnoagh in tho comrnictcc- 
room up stair8 to mnlce him bclicvc tlmt n large 
importntion OF tllc pottad pcas from  IIolstcin 
would not bo €or tho ntlvnntcqo of tho nrtny or 
navy, or for  that of tho country ntlnrge. Mr. Monk 
11nd mrda his suggestion witl~ot~t t’ho slightest 
allusion to tho forlncr failurc-just ns tl1oug11 
Phincns wore a pmcticc(1 ~pcnltor nccnstomed to 
bo 011 h i v  logs t l~rce or four times n weck, If 
I find n C ~ I M I C O ,  I: will,” said l’hincns, taking 
tlm ndvica jmt  8s i t  wns givcn. 

Soon nftcr ~ T ~ Y C I ‘ B ,  n word mas said in tlzc 
XIousc ns to  tho ill-fi)rtune which lind 1)cfdlcn 
t l~e  now C d h o t  Miniskv. Mr. Dnubcny lm1 
ns1;cil Mr. Mildmny wbctl~cr violent llnnds hnd 
not been laid in tho dcnd of night on the eclcrcd 

I t  is what I have a right to expect.” 

# 

throat-the thront  that should have becn  sacred- 
of the new Chancellor of the  Duchy of Lancaster ; 
and had expressed regret $hat the Ministry- 
which WRS, he feared, in other respects some- 
what infirm -should now have been farther 
weakened by this’injnry  to that new bulwark 
.with which it  had endeavored to support itself. 
The  Prime Ministcr, answering his old rival in 
tho same strain, said that the calamity might 
have been very severe, both to  the country and 
to  the  Cabinet; but that  fottunntely for the 
community nt large, a gallant young member of 
that House-and he was prond to say a sqport- 
CI of the Government-had nppcared upon the 
spot at the  nick of time ’) a god ont of n 
machine, )’ said Mr. Daubeny, interrupting him- 
“Bynomcmsas  agod outofn mnchine,”contin- 
ued Mr. Mildmay, ‘c but as n real help in D very 
real troublc, and succeedcd not only in saving 
my right honorable friend, the Chancellor of 
the Duchy, but in arresting tho two malefactors 
who attemptcd  to rob him in  the street.” Then 
thcrc was a cry of “Nnmc ;,’ and Mr. Mildmny of 
course namecl the member for Loughshanc. It 
so hnppcnod thnt  Phincas was not i n  the I-~OIISC, 
but lm llcard it d l  when he cnmc down to 
attend tho Committoo of Ways and M e m .  

Thon cnmc on thcdiscussion nboutprovisionsin 
the army, the snbject being n1ootcd by one of Mr. 
Tttrnbull’s closeallies. Tl~cgcntlcmnnontheother 
sido of theI~oase  whohnd mavcd for the pottcd 
peas Cornmittee, wns silent on the occasion, hay- 
ing felt  that tho rcsult of that Committee 11nd 
not bean exnctIy what he had expected. The 
n4clence rcspccting such of the I-Iolstein potted 
?cas as had bccn used in this cotmtyy wns not 
rcly favorable t o  thcm. But, ncvcrthelcss, the 
mbound from that Committcc-the very fact 
;1mt snch n Committeo Ilad becn mndc t o  sit- 
gava ground for n hostile nttnck. To nttnck is 
IO amy, wlwn n compktcrefutation bnrcly suflices 
;o saw tlm Minister nttnclrcd-docs not anficc 
;o snvc him from futuro dim mcmoriea of nome- 
;hing having boon  wrong-and brings clown 110 
iisgrnco whntsocvcr on thc promoter of tho fnlso 
~ l l n ~ g e .  The promotcr of the false cl~a~*ge sim- 
ply csprcsscs his gratifìcntion nt finding thnt bo 
llncl bccn misled by erroneous jnformation. It; 
is not custornnry for him to cxprass gratification 
nt the  fact  that otlt of n11 the mtld wl~icll he lins 
thrown, 8ome will probnbly stick ! Phinenu, 
when the tima cnmc, dicl got on his legs, nnd 
9polta perhnps two or thrcc dozcn  words. ‘I?hc 
:loing fia scemcd to corne to 11in1 qnitc nntnrnlly. 
[IC had  thought w r y  littlc nhout if, bcforchnnd 
-1mving resolved not to think of it. And in- 
lcccl t h  occnsion tvns ona of no grent iml~orl~nnco. 
Tho Sponkcr wns not in the chnir, nnit tho R D L I A O  
\va# thin, nnd l m  intendcd to mnlco 110 q~!ecll- 
ncrcly to sny somothing vhictx ha llnd to say. 
1‘111 h a  lxncl linishocl ha hnrclly  rcrnembarccl thnt 
IO jyns doing that,  in nttcrnpting to da which ha 
Int1 bcfore fnilcd 80 cgrcgioudy. Tt wnß not till 
le snt down that  he bognn to nslc llimsolf whoth- 
!r tllc ~ C C I I O  ~vns swirrlrning bcfo‘oro hiw eycs as it 
lad dona on fornm ocensions ; as it; hnd dono 
:ven whcn ho hnd HO mnch MI tBought of mnk- 
ng it sl~ecch. N w  he ’(YOS nstonishod nt tho 
Insincss of thc thing, mil ns ho IOCG tho TXousa 
;old Ilirr~cIf thnt 110 l1nd ovwcomo t h o  tliniculty 
fnst w h m  clle victory could bc! of t10 n m i l  to him. 
L I R ~  110 bcou morc enger, moro coustnnl; in hi8 
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wc11 the other’s way of thinking. But you hac 
better see him to-day  or to-moyrow.” 

Of course Phinens was persuaded before hi 
left  Mr. Kennedy’s room. Indeed, when hi 
camc to  think of it, there nppeared to  him t o  bi 
no valicl reason why hc should not sit for Lough 
ton. Tho favor was of n kind thnt Ilacl prcvail 
cc1 from  time  out of mind in England, bettvcer 
the most rcspcctable of the  grcat  land rnngnztcs 
and  young  rising  Liberal politicians. B~~rliO 
Pos,  alld Canning hncl n11 been placcd in Par, 
linment by simllar inflncnce. Of  course he, 
Plzincns Finn, cicsircd enrncstly-longcd in hi: 
vcry heart of hearts-to extinguish all suc1 
Pnrlinmcntnry inflnpnce, to root out forever th( 
last vestige of close bormgh nominntions ; b111 
while  the  thing remninecl ft  wvxs bcttcr  thnt  th( 
thiug shoclld contribute to the Liberal than  to thc 
Collscrvntive strength of the I-Ionsc-nnd if tc 
tho  Libcrnl, how wns this to bo nchicvcd bnt b~1 
the ncceptancre of such influence bv somc Libcrn 
candidate T Ancl if i t  werc rig11t;”thnt i t  sIlouId 
be ncccpted by any  Liberal cnndidatc-thcn, wlq 
not by him 2 The logic of tbis argument scem- 
cil to him to be pcrfcct. Ho M t  somcthing likc 
n sting of rcproach ns lm tolt1 himsclf thnt i n  
truth this  grcat oflcr was mnde to  him,  not on 
ncconnt of tllc cxccllcncc of his politics, but  bc. 
cnuse ho lind bcen instrumental in Raving Lord 
Brcntforcl’s son-in-law f m n  the violcncc of gar- 
rottcrs. But ho crushcd tllcsc qualms of con- 
science n9 bcing ovcrscrnpulons, and, ns 110 told 
~dmuclf, nol; practical. You must take  the world 
ns you fincl it, with n strzlgglc to be something 
more honest  than those aroancl yon. Phincas, 
ns he prcnchcd to lrirnsclf this sermon, dcclnrcd to 
himself tlmt thcy who attemptcd more than this 
flew too high ln the clouds to bc of service to 
lncn and women upon earth. 

AS he  did not 6 C G  Lord BrcnCford  thnt’dny, 110 
pstponed mitin:  to bis f w b r  for  twcnty-four 
hours. On thc í'allowing morning  hc found thc 
earl nt homc in Portmm Sqnnre, hnving first 
cliscnsscd the mattcr €dly with Lord  Chiltcrn. 

Do  not scra1)lc about mc,” said Lord Chil- 
tern. ; (‘you arc quita wolcoma to  tllc borough 
fdr mc,” 

But  if 3 did not stand, ~rv~uld you do so ? 
Thero w e  so many rc:~ons wl~icll  ought  to in- 
duco you to ncccpt; n scat  in PrzrlinlJxmt !” 

Whctllar  that be trnc or nat, Phincns, X: 
shall nol; nccepf mv fathcr’s interest nt Longh- 
ton, unless i t  bo o ~ i r c c ~  LO me in n wny in tvllicll 
i t  ncvcr will bo offcrcci. You know me well 

mind. Nor will Ire. And, thcreforc, yon may 
go down to Loughton with a p r o  conscicncc ns 
far ns I am conccrnccl.’y 

Phincm Ilnd his intcrvictv with  the c d ,  and 
kn tcn minutcs every thing mns scttlccl, On his 
way to I’ortmnn Squnrc thero 11r\cl eomc ncross 
his mind tllc idea of11 p n d  cfFort  af.fricsn(lship. 
W h n t  if  110 cadtl persundo tho fhthcr 60 to 
condnct llimsclf townrd his fion, tllnt tho’ son 
shonl~l. consent to bo metubcr for tho 1)nronghT 
And he did sny x word or two to this cil’ect, sot- 
ting  forth  thnt Lord Clhiltcrh wurtld conilcsccnd 
to bccomo n Iogislntor, if only his  fathcr would 
conrlcsecnd to rtcItaotvlerlge his son’s fitncss for 
snch work witllout; nny comrncnts on tho  son’s 
past lifc. nut t ho  curl simlrly wnircd tho sul)- 
jcct nwny mith his hand. 110 could LC! ns ob- 

elloL!g~l to bo snrc thnt r BMI ]lot c ~ l a l l g ~ ~  my 

stinate  as his son. Lndy Lnnra bad been tho 
Mercury between them  on  this subject, and 
Lady Laura had failed. He would not  now con- 
sent to employ another Mercury. Vary little- 
Ilarc1ly a word indeed-was said between the 
earl and PIlinens about politics. Phineas W ~ S  
to b0 the Saulsby candidate nt Loughton for the 
noxt cIcction, and was to come to sndsby with 
the Rcnncdys from Loughlintcr-either with 
tllc Rcnncdys or somewhnt in advance of tlzem. 
‘c I do not say thnt  therc will be no opposition,” 
snid the earl, I expect none,“ 1-h wns 
very conrtcous-nay, ho wts kind, feeling donbt- 
less thnt his family oncd a great debt of grati- 
tudc t o  the yonng man with whom he n~ con- 
versing ; but, nevcrtheICss, tberc n’as not absent 
on hts pwt  n touch of tlmt  high condescension 
which, perhnps, might be thought to bcromc thc 
enrl, the Cabinet Minister anil the grant bcwo~zgh 
patron. JZhincns, who was sensitivo, fclt this 
ancl winccd. Hc had  never quite lilrcd Lord 
Brentfoorcl, and could not bring hirnsclf to do so 
nom in spite of tho kindncss which the earl was 
showing him. 

ßut hc was very happy mhcn h o  snt down to 
write to his fathcr from the clrtb. 13s father 
had told him that the moncy shonld be foorthcom- 
ing far  the election at Lotzgllslrsnc, if hc resolvacl 
;o stand, bnt thnt the chnnce of success would bo 
rery slight-indcccl that, i n  his opinion, there 
,vonlrl be no chanca of stIcccss. Nevertheless, 
lis fathcr  had evidcntly believed, tvllcn writing, 
,Ilnt Plkincns would not abandon his seat with- 
mt n uscless nnci an cxpcnsivo contest. €Te 
IOW thanked his father with mnny expressions of 
;ratiturle--dcclared his conviction thnt  his fa- 
hor was right nbont Lorcl T ~ l l n ,  and thcn,  in tllc 
nost modcst lnngnage thnt he conld uso, went on  
o say thnt 110 had found another borough opcn to 
lin1 in  Englnntl. EIe mns going to stand for 
ionghton, with the assistance of Lord Brcntforrl, 
lud tlloughc thnt  tho clection ~vonld p~-obnbl 
lot cost llim above n couple of ~lundrcd p o u d  
It t110 ontsiclo. Thou ho wrota n vcry pmtty 
loto to Lord Tnlla, tllnnking Ilim for his for- 
ncr Itintlncss, nntl telling tl~c  Irish onrl thnt  it 
vils not hirs intcntion to intcrFcra with the bor- 
~ ~ g h  of Longgtlshanc nt the next election. 

A fcw dnys nher this Phincas was very muck 
urpriscd nt n visit; that mns made  to  him nt his 
otlgings. Mr. Clnrkson, d r c r  thnt sccnc in  the 
obby of thc IIouso, cnllotl agnin in Great Mnrl- 
mrongh Sercct-ancl was ndmittccl, ‘L Yon hnd 
mttcr lot him sit in your arm-chair Cor llnlf an 
lour or 80,” Fitsgibbon lind micl ; and X’llinens 
tlrnost bolicvcd thnt it would bo batter.  The 
n n n  wns n tcrriblc nuisnncc t o  him, nnd llc wns 
reginning to tllink thnt Ire  llnd better undcrtnko 
O pny thc debt by dcgrces. It was, lm know, 
luitu on thc cnrcls tllnt Mr. Clnrkson should llnvo 
~ i m  arrcstcd while n t  Snulsby. Hinco thntsccne 
n  the  lol~by Mr. Clnrlrson l ~ n c l  hcon with Ilim 
wicc, n n d  chcre h n d  I ~ c n  n pdiruhlnry  con~er- 
ntion ns to  rcnl pnytncnt. Mr, Clarlcsan wmtcll 
, hundred powds do~vn,  and nnotllcr hill for 
wo hnnclrcrl ancl twcnty nt tllrco months’ rlnto. 
‘Think ofmy bime and troable in coming l~crc,” 
dr. Clnrkson hnd urgccl when Phincns llncl ob- 
cctcd to thcse tcrms. (‘Think of my time and 
rou11lc, nnd do  be punchnnl, ilfr. Binn.” l’hin- 
,as had  offcrcd him tcn pounds n cpnrccr, the 
q m e n t s  to bc mnr1i;cd on thc bnck of Lllc bill, 



100 PEINE+4S FINN, THE IRIS11 MEM;13ER. 
a tender wl~ich Mr. Clarkson had not seemed tc  
regard as strong cvidence of punctuality. I-Ic 
had not, been augrg, but Ilad simply expressei 
his intention of calling agaiu-giving Phinert! 
eo understand that business vould probably tak 
him to the mest of Ireland in  the  autun~n. If 
only business might not take him down eitbcl 
to Loughlinter or t o  Saulsby ! But the strnngc 
visitor who came  to  Phineas  in the midst of 
these troubles put an end to them all. 

The strange visitor was Miss Aspasin Fitzgib- 
bon. L b  You’ll be very much surprised at  my com- 
ing t o  your chambers, no doubt,” she said, RS sht 
sat down in the chair which Phineas placed f01 
her. Phineas could only say that he was veq  
proud to be so highly honored, and thnt he hopec 
she mas well. Pretty well, I thank you. 1 
have just come about n little busincss, Mr. Einn, 
ancf 1 hope you’ll excuse me.” 

~ ’ m  quite sure that there is no need for es- 
cusesl” said Phinens. 

“Laurence, when he  hears nbout it, will  sa^: 
that  I’ve been an impertinent old fool ; but 1 
never care for wlmt Lmrence says, either thif 
way or that. I’ve been to thnt Mr. Clnrkson, 
&h, Finn, and I’ve paid him the money.)' 

‘6 No 1,’ said Phineas. 
But I bave, Mr. Finn. I ha]~pcned to hem 

what occurred that night nt tllc door of thc 
House of Commons. n 

‘ C  Who told you, Miss Pitzgibbm?” 
‘ I  Never mind who told mc. I heard it. 1 

knew before t h t  you hacl been foolish cnoclgl~ 
to help Laurence  about money, nnd so I pui 
two  and two together. I t  isn’t the first time 1. 

, 11ave had to do with Mr, Clal.ltson. So I scnt to 
him, and I’ve bought the bill. There i t  is.” 
And Niss Fitzgibbon produced tllc documcnt 
which bore the nnmc of Pllinons Pinn across tlla 
front of it. 

“And did yon pay him two hundred and fifty 
pounds for it?” 

“Not quite. I had x very hard tussle, and 
got i t  at last for two lumdred and tpvcnty 
pounds.” 

“And dicl you do it yourself?” 
“All myself, If I Ilad ernploy~d n Inwycr I 

skould llave 11nd t o  pay t w o  hundred nncl forty 
po1mds, and five ponnds for costs. And now, Mr. 
Zinn,  I hope $011 won’t I~nvo any moro money cn- 
gagements with my brother Lnnrcnce.” Phin- 
ens said that he thought he might promise that he 
would have no more. Becnusc, if you do, I 
shRn’tintc1+fcre. IEZnurenco bcgnn to find that hc 
could gct money out of me in  thnt way, thcrc 
mould be no end to it. Mr. Clnrkson mould 
very soon be sl~cnding his sprue time in my draw- 
ing-room. Good-bye, Mr. Wnn, Iflnurcncc says 
any thing, just tell him thnt he’d better come to 
me.” Then  Plheas wnsleft looking nt the bill. 
I t  IV~W certainly n grent rolicf to him-that he 
~11011ld be ~ I I U S  securcd from the domicilinry 
visits of Mr. Chkson ; n grcab relief to hiln to 
bo assured that Mr. Clarltson moulil not find him 
out c l o m  at Loughton but, novor~hcless, lm 
had to suffer a pang of shamo ns he felt thnt 
Miss Bitzgibbon had become acquainted \\r i t I l  his 
poverty, and Ilad found herself obligcd to sntisf‘y 
his pecuniary liabilities. 

-- 
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tumn session, that  the Houses would sit through 
October and a part of November, in  order tbnl 
Mr. Mildmay  might try the feeling of the nev 
Parliament.  If  this were to be so, Phineas had 
resolved that,  in  the event of his  election ai 
Loughton, he would not return  to  Ireland  till aft. 
e? this autumn session should be  over. He g:wc 
an account to the earl, in the presepce of the earl's 
son-in-law, of what had taken place nt Loughton, 
and the  earl expressed himself as satisfied. I t  WXE 
manifestly a great satisfaction to  Lord Brentford 
that  he should still have a borough in his pocket, 
and the more so because there  were so very few 
noblemen left mho hadsuch  property  belonging to 
them.  He mas very careful in his speech, never 
saying in so many words that  the  privilege of re- 
turning 5~ member was his own ; but  his  meaning 
vas not  the less clear. 

Those were dreary days nt  Longhlinter. 
There mas fishing, if Phinens chose to fish ; and 
he was told that /N could shoot a deer i f  he  )vas 
minded to go out alone. But  it seemed as 
though it mere the  intention of the host that his 
guests should spend  their  time profitablv. Mr. 
Kennedy himself was shut up with bo& and 
pnpers n11 the  morning,  and always took up ,z 
book nftcr dinner. The earl nlso would read n 
little, and  then would sleep n good denl. Old 
Mrs. Kennedy slept also, and Lady  Laura look- 
ed as though she woulcl like to sleep if  it were 
not that her husband's eye  was upon her. As it 
m s ,  she administered ten, Mr. ICennedy not 
lilting the practice of having it  handed  round by 
a servant when none were there  but members of 
the family circle, nnd she rend novels. Phine- 
as got hold of a stiff bit of reading  for himself, 
nnd tricd  to  utilize  his time, He took Alison in 
hand  and worked his way gallantly through a 
couplc of volumes. But even he, more  than 
once or twice, found himself on tile very verge 
of slumher. Then  hc would wake up nncl try to  
think about things. Why mas he,  Phinaas  Finn, 
an  Irishmnn from IGllnloe, living in  that  great 
house of Longhlinter as though hc were one of 
the fttmily, striving to kill the hours, and feeling 
that ho was in some way subject to the dominion 
of his bost? Would it  not be better for him 
to  get LIP and go away ? In hi8 heart of hearts 
IIC did not like Mr. Kenncdy, though he beliewd 
him  to be n good man. And of what service to 
him was i t  to like Lady  Laura, now that Lady 
Laura was n possession in  the  hands ofMr. Keu- 
nedy ? Then  he would tell himself that  he owed 
his position in the world entirely to Lncly L a ~ r a ,  
nnd thnt  he was ungrateful to feel himself  ever 
dull  in her society. And, moreover, there was 
somcthing to  be dono in the world beyond 
mnlting love and being merry. Mr. Kennedy 
could occupy himself with n Mue-hook for hours 
together without wincing. So Phinens went to 
work a p i n  with his Alison, and read  away  till 
he nodded. 

I n  those days he often mandered up and down 
the  Linter  and across the moor t9  the  Linn, Rnd 
so down to  the lake. I-Te moulcl take a book with 
biq, and would sent himself down on spots 
which he loved, and woulcl pretend to read; 
but I do not  think  that hc got nmeh advantage 
from his book. Re was thinking of his life, and 
trying to calculate whether the  wonderful SLIC- 
cess which be had achieved monld ever  be of 
permanent valne to him. Wodd he be nearer 
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to  earning  his bread when he shonld be member 
for Longhton than he had been when he m m  
member for Loughshane ? Or was there before 
him  any &lightest probability that  he would ever 
earn his bread ? And  then he thought of Vio- 
let Effingharn, and mas angry with himself for 
remembering n t  that moment that  Violet Effing- 
ham was the mistress of a large fortune. 

Once before  when he mas sitting beside the 
Linter  he  had made up his  mind to declare his 
passion to Lady Laura; and hc had  done so on 
the very spot. Nom, mithin a tvvelvemonth of 
that time, he made up his mind on the same spot 
to declare his passion  to Miss Effingham, and ho 
thought his  best mode of carrying his suit mould 
be to secure the assistance of Lady Laura. 
Lady  Laura, no doubt, had been very anxions 
that  her brother should marry Violet ; but Lord 
Chiltern, as Phineas knew, had asked  for Vío- 
let's hand twice in  vain; and, moreover, Chil- 
tern himself had declared to Phineas  that he 
rvonld never ask for it again. Lady Laura, Tho 
mas always reasonable, would surely perceivc that 
there was no hope  of  success for her brother. 
That Chiltern mould quarrel with him, would 
quarrel with him to the  knife,  he  did not doubt ; 
but he felt t h t  no fear of such a quarrel as that 
;hould deter him. E e  loved Violet Effingham, 
nnd he must indeed be pusilfanimous if, loving 
her as he did, he was deterred from expressing 
his love from any fear of a suitor whom she did 
not favor. He wonId not willingly be untrne to 
his friendship for Lady Laura's brother. Had 
;here been a chanca for Lord  Chiltern he would 
1a.m abstained from putting himself forward. 
Bu t  what was the use of his abstaining, when by 
ioing so he could in nowise benefit his friend, 
xhen the result of his doing so wouTd be that 
;ome interloper wo~~l i l  come in  and  carry off the 
,rim ? Ele mould explain all this to Lady Lau- 
:a, and, if the prize would be kind to him, he 
vould disregard the  anger of Lord  Chiltern, 
:ven though it  might Be anger  to  the knife. 

As he was thinking of all  this  Lady L R L U ~  
stood before him where he mas sitting n t  the top 
3f the falls. At this  moment he remembered 
rvell all the circunwtnnces of the scene Then h e  
had been there with her  at his last visit t o  
Loughlinter. How things  had  changed  since 
then ! Then ho had loved Lady Laura with all 
his heart, and he had now already brought him- 
self to regard her as a discreet matron whom to 
love  would  be almost as unreasonable as though 
he were to entertain n passion for the Lord 
Chancellor. The  reader will understand  how 
;borough had been the  cure effectod by Lady 
Laura's mmriage nnd the  interval of a few 
months,  when the swain was already preparred to 
make this Indy the  depositary of his confidence 
.n another matter of lore. "You are often 
here, I suppose ?" said Lady Laura,  looking 
iown upon him ns he sat upon  thc rock. 

Well-yes; not very often; I come here 
:ometimes becnuse tho view down upon the lake 
3 so fine.." 

C L  It is the  prettiest 6pOt about  the place. I 
,ardly ever get here now. Indeed  this is only 
lie second time  that I have been up since we 
~nvc been at home, and  then I came to bring 
lapa  here." There was a little wooden sent 
~enr to the rock upon which Phinens had been 
ging, and upon this Lady Laurn gat down. 



?hineas, with his eFes turned upon the lalCe, Va; 
considering hom he might  introduce the SubjCC 
of his 10.;~ for  Violet  Effingham ; but he did  no 
find the  matter wry  easy. H e  had just resolve( 
to begin by saying that Violet  would certainl! 
neyer accept Lord Chiltern, when Lady Laurr 
spoke n word or tmo which  stopl~cd  him  altogetb 
el*. LCJrTow well I remember,” she said, “thf 
day when  you and I were  here  last  autumn !’j 

4 6  So do I. You told mc then  that you werf 
going to marry hTr. lienncdy. Eow much 1x1: 
happened since  then !I’ 

Much indced ! Enough for a whole life-time, 
And yet hom slow the time has gone !” 

L‘ 1 do not think i t  has been slow with me,’ 
said  Phineas. 

CLNO ; you have been active. You have had 
your hands full of work. 1 am beginning tc 
think that i t  is a  great curse to l~ave been born 
a woman.’’ 

U And  yet I have  heard you say  that a woman 
may do as much as a man.’) 

That was before I h ~ d  learned my lesson 
properly. I know better than that now. Oh 
dear! I have no doubt i t  is all for the  best  as it 
is, but I have a kind of wish that I might be all. 
lowed to go out and milk the cows.” 

c c  And  may you not milk the cows if  you wis11 
it, Lady Laura ?I1 

c r B y  no menns-not only not milk  them, but 
hardly look at  them. A t  any rate, I must  not 
talk about them.” Phineas of course nnderseoocl 
tlmt she was complaining of her  husband, and 
hardly knew how to reply to her. He had been 
sharp enough to perceive already  thnt  Mr.  Iicn- 
nedy mas an  autocrat in his own house, and he 
knew  Lady  Laura well enough  to be sure tlmt 
such masterdom nrould be very  irksome to her. 
But he had not imagined that she would com- 
plain to him. I t  was so differcnt at Saulsby,” 
Lady Laura continued. cCEvery thing  thcrc 
seemed to  be my own.” 

“And every  thing  here is your ovn.” 
ccYes-according to the prayer-book. And 

cmry thing in truth is my own-as all  thc dain- 
ties a t  the banquet belonged to  Sancho the Gov- 
ernor.” 
“ You mean,” said he-and then lm hesitated, ‘‘ you mean that Mr. Kennedy  stands  ovcr you, 

guarding you for your own welfare, ns the doctor 
stood over Sancho and guarded him ?l1 

There was a pause before shc answered--n 
long pause, during which he mas looking  amay 
oyer the lake, and thinking how he  might intro- 
duce  the subject of his love. But long as mas 
the puse, he had not  begun ntllcn Lady  ILa~ra 
was againspeaking. The truth is, my friend,” 
she said, “that I have made n mistnkc.” 
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c c  A mistake i)” and ~ t e d  11cr lot to timt OF t11e young P I I ~ ~ I G S  
‘‘ Yes, Phineas, a mistake. I bare  blundered who was lying a t   I ~ c r  €cet? Il‘shc had c w r  lovcd 

ns fools blunder, thinking  that I mas clcver  any  one RIE had lovcd him. duc1  sllc lind 
enough to pick my footsteps aright w i t h o ~ t  ask- not  thrown amrny her   low  far  money. So d l c  
h g  counsel  from any one. I haveblundered and swore to  hcrself  over nncl ovcr again,  trying to 
stumbled and fallen, and now I am so brniscd console hcrsolf in  her cold unllappiness. She 
that I am  not  able to stand upon my fect.” The had married a rich man in orclnr that shc tnigllt 
vord  that  struck him most in all this was his be able to do something in  the warlcl-and now 
own Chistinn name. She hac. never called  him  that  shc was this  rich mm’s wife BIE bund thnt 
Fhineas before. He mas amare that  the  circle  sllc  could do nothing. The rich  mnn  thought 
of his  acquaintnnce had fnllen into  n may of mis- i t  to bc quite cnongh for her  to  sit nt home and 
cnlling him by his  Christian name, as one ob- look after his wclfnre. In  the  mcnntimc young 
Serres to be  done nom and again in reference to Phcchns-Im Phmbus ns hellnd  bccn oncc-\vnLs 

I 8ome special young man. Most of the me%whoti ,mtllinking altogcthcr of somc one clsc. 

he calied his  friends  called  him Phincas.  Even 
the earl had done so more than  oncc on occn- 
sions in which  the  greatness of his  position had 
dropped for a.moment  out of his mind. Mrs. 
Low  had  called  him  Phineas when she rcgnrdcd 
him asher husband’s most  cherished  pupil ; and 
&fis. Buncc Ilad called him Mr. Phincas. JIc 
Ilad always been Phineas to  every body at  Kil- 
laloe. But &ill hc T V ~ S  quite sure thnt Kncly 
Laura had ncvcr so called  him before. Nor 
~vonld she  bave clone so now in her husband’s 
presence. He vras surc of that also. 

ctYou mean that yon arc  unhappy T” ha said, 
still looking away from her tomarrl thc Inkc. 

Yes, I do mean that. Though I do not know 
why I should come and tell  you so-cxccyt that 
I nm  still  hlundering and stumbling, and 11mc 
fallen  into a way of hurting  myself nt cvcry 
step.” 

I L  You c m  tcll  no one who is  morc anxious 
for your happiness,”  said  Phincas. 

“ That is a very prctty  spcech, but what 
wonld yon do for my happiness?  Inciccd,  whnt 
is it possible that you should do ? I mear1 i t  ns 
no rebulcc when I say  thnt my happiness  or un-  
hnppiness is n matter as to wllich you will soon 
become perfcctly indifferent.” 

“Why should yon say so, Lady Lam.nP” 
Bccausc it  is  natural  that it sl~onld bc so. 

You ancl afr. Kenncdy might llavc bccn friends. 
Not that  you will be, bccnnsc yon arc unlila 
ench  other in all your ways. Bnt it might 11r~vc 
been  SO.'^ 

LLAnd are not you and I to  bc  friends ?” lrc 
ISBCd. 
‘<NO. I n  a  vcry €ecw months you will not 

tllink of tcllirlg me m h n t  arc yoar desil.es or 
what your sorrows-and ns for me, it will 110 
mt of the  question  that I should tcll  minc to 
you. Eow cnn yon be  my  friend ?l ’  

“TE you vere not  quite sure of my frientlsllip, 
Lady Laura, you would not spcnk to me ns yo11 
ISC speaking now.” Still hc  did not look nt 
her, but lay with liis face supportcd  on liis 11n11tl,r, 
Ind his eycs  turned  awny  upon  the Inkc. IJut 
he, mhcre she  was sitting, conld  sce I l i m ,  m1cl 
m s  nidcd by hcr  sight in mnldng comp~u.isons 
n lxcr mind between the two men who hnd bccn 
ler lovers-between him whom sllc  hnd tal;cn 
tnrl him whom sllc  had lcfh. Tllcrc somc- 
hing  in tho  hard, clry, nnsyml~n t l~ iz in~ ,  un- 
:hanging virtues of her I~nsbnnd wl~ich. nlnloßt 
evolted her. He Ilad not n fault, but, ~ l l c  h r t l  
ricd him at  cvcry point nnd lind bcen able to strilcc 
o spark of firc from him. Evcn by disobeying 

I I C  could  prodncc no hcnt-only nn acecss of 
r1nncss. H o w  mould it; h a w  bccn  with her 
ad she tllrown all ideas o€ €ortulm to thc, winds. 

I 
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“ Phineas,” she said, slowly, ‘‘1 have in yo1 
such pcyfect confiidcnce that I will teII you th! 
truth-as one man may  tell i t  to  another. . 
wish you would go from here.” 
“ What, at once í’”’ 
“Not to-day, or to-morrow. Stay here nop 

till the  election;  but do not returi. He wi1 
ask you to come, and press you hard, and wil 
be hurt-for, strange t o  say, with dl his cold 
ness, he really lilces you. He  has a pleasure i r  
sccing you here. But he must  not  have thá  
pleasure a t  the expense of trouble to  me.” 

“And why is it a trouble to YOII?” he  asked, 
Men are such fools-so a~kwitrd,  so unready: 
with their wits ever behind the occasion by t 
dozen seconds or so ! As soon as the word: 
wcre uttered, ho knem that  they should not havt 
bccn spoken. 

“Because I am a fool,” she said. L C W h ~  
clse ? Is not that enough for you?” 

‘(Laurn-” he said. ‘‘ No-no ; I will have none o f  that. I am a 
fool, but  not s~rch a fool as to suppose that, any 
cure is to be found there.” 

“Only sny whnt I can do for you, though ir 
bc with my entirc life, and I will do it;.” 

‘(You can do nothing-except to keep away 
from me.” 

c c  Are you earnest  in tclling me that ?” Now 
nt lnst he hacl turned IlimsclP round and ma: 
looking at her,  and as he looked he saw the hat 
of n ~nnn appearing  up the path, and immedi- 
ately aftcrvvarcl the face. It was the  hat nnd 
face of tlle Laird of Loughlintcr. ‘‘ Ilere  is Mr. 
Kcnncdy,” said  Phineas,  in  n tone of voice not 
devoid of dismay  and trouble. 

“ So I perceive,” said Lady  Lanra.  But  there 
tvns no dismay or trouble in the tone of l m  

I n  thc conntcnnncc of  Mr. Ecnnedy, as he “p- 
proached closer, there \.vas not  much to bc 
read-only, perl1aps, some slight  addition of 
gloom, or rather, perhaps, of tlmt frigid pro- 
priety of moral demeanor for which he had al- 
.uvnys been conspic~~ous, wllich had grown upon 
him at his marriage, nnd which hacl been greatly 
incrcnscd by the double action of being  made a 
Cabinct  Minister and being garrotted. “I am 
glad that yonr headnche is better,”  he said to his 
wife, who had riscn from her scat to  meet  him. 
Phineas also hacl risen, and was now looking 
somcmhnt sheepish where he stood. 

I came out becaase it was worsc,” s l a  said. 
‘(It irritatod me so that 1 could not stand tl1c 
home any longer. ” 

I will send to Callender for Dr. Mncnuth- 
rie. ” 

U Pray do nothing of the Lind, Robert. I do  
not want Dr. Macnuthrie, n t  dl .” 

WI~erc there is illncss, lnedicnl nclvice is d- 
ways cxpcdicnt.” 

I am not ill. A l~cadnche is not illness.” 
I Ilad tbougbt i t  was,” said Mr. Kennedy, 

At tcny rate, 1 monld rnthcr not have Doctor 
Mncnuthrie.” 

I am snro it can not do you any good to 
climb u p  here in the heat of tho Suu. I-Ind you 
bccn hera long, Finn P’’ 

All the  morning; Bere, or hereabouts. I 
clnmbercd up from tho IttBo and had a book in my 

VOICC. 

very dryly. 

pocket.” 

“And you happened to come across him by 
accident ?” Mr. Kennedy asked. There was 
something so simple in  the question that  its very 
simplicity proved that  there was no suspicion. 
“ YCS, by chance,” said Lady La~11-a. But 

every one at Loughlintcr always comes up here. 
If any one ever ~ c r c  missing whom I wanted to 
find, this is wl1ere I should look.y1 
“ I am going on toward Linter forest to meet 

Blane,” said Mr. ICennedy. Blane mas the 
gamekeeper. ‘‘ If you don’t mind the trouble, 
Finn, I wish you’d take Lady Laura down to 
the house. Do not  lct  ber  stay out in the beat. 
I will take  care tlmt somebody goes over to Cal- 
lender for Dr. Macnuthric.” “Thcn Mr. &n- 
nedy went on, and Phineas tvas left with the 
charge of taking Lady Laura back to  the house. 
When Mr. ICennecly’s hat had first appeared com- d 
h g  up the walk, Phineas Ilad been ready to pro- 
Elaim himself prepa~wl for  any devotion in the 
3ervice of Lady Laura. Indeed, he had begun to 
reply with criminal tcndcrness to  the indiscreet 
wowal which Lady Laura llnd made to him. But 
he felt novj after what had just occurred in  the 
husband’s prcsence, that any slmw of tcndcrness 
-of criminal tendcrncss-was  impossiblc. The 
xbsencc of all suspicion on the part of Mr.  Xcn- 
ncdy hnd madc Phineas feel that he WELS bound 
by all social laws to refrain from such tendcmcss. 
Lady Laura began to dcscencl the 11ntl1 before him 
without x word; and went on, ancl on, as  though 
111c mould have reached the house without speak- 
ng, had he not addressed her. ?Does your 
~cxcl still pain yon?”  he d w d .  

“Of course i t  does.’’ 
“ I supposc he is right  in saying that you 

;hould not be out in  the hcnt.” 
‘ 6  I do not know. I t  is p o t  worth while to 

llink about that. 1.c sends me in, and so of 
:ourse I must go. Ancl he tells you to tnkc me, 
mcl so of course yon must tnke me.” 

“Would yon  wish that I slmulcl let you go 
done 3” 
‘( Yes, I would. Only he will lp sure to find 

t out ; and you must not tell him that you lcft 
ne  at my request.” 

I L  Do you think  that I am afraid of lzim?” 
nicl Phineas. 

Yes, 1 think you are. I know that 1: am, 
md that papa is ; and timt his mother  hardly 
lares to call lier soul lier own. I do not know 
vl~y you should escape.” 

r‘r Mr. IZcnncdy is nothing to me.” 
ci Ih  is something to mc, nnd so I suppose I: 

lad bettcr go on. And now I shall have thnt 
lorrid man from t h  littlc town pwing  me n11d 
:overing every thing with snuf$ and bidding mc 
al;e Scotch physic-which seems to increnso in 
pnntity nnd nastiness ns doses in England dc- 
:reasc. And ho will stand ovcr me to m e  thnt 
: tnkc it.” 

What,  the doctor from Cnllcndcr P” 
“No, but Mr. Rennccly will. If he aclvised 

ne to have n holc in my glove mended, h o  mould 
.sk mc bcforc he went to  bed whuthcr i t  wns 
lone. I-IC never forgot any thing in his life, and 
vas never unmindfnl of any thing. Thnt I think 
d l  do, Nr. Finn. You have bronght me  on^ 
rom the t v x s ,  nncl that nlny be tnlccn as hring- 
ng mc home. TVn shall h a ~ d l ~  get scolded if 
ve part Ilcrc. Ronlcmbcr what I told you up 
.bevo. And remcmbcr nleo thnt it is in your 
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power to do nothing else for me. Good-bye.” 
So he turned away toward the Inke, and  let Lady 
Laura go across the wide lawn to the  house by 

telling his friend of his love for Violet, and  had 
Corne to perceive that  he could not  for the pres- 
ent carry out that  intention. After what had 
passed it mould be impossible for him to go to 
Lady Laura with a passionate ta?e OP his longiug 
for Violet Effingham. If he were even to speak 
to her of love at  all, it must be quite of another 
love than that. But he neyer would speak to her 
of love ; nor-as he felt quite sure-would she 
allow him to do so. But what astounded him 
most as he thought of the interview which had 
just passed, mas the fact that  the Lady Laura 
whom he  had known-whom he had thought hc 
had known-should hnve become so subject  to 
such a  man ns &fra Kennedy, a man whom he 
had despised as being weal:, irresolute, and with- 
out n purpose! For the day OP two that he re- 
mained a t  Loughlintcr, he watcher1 the family 

I closely, and became nwdre that Lady I;nn~% had 
been right when she declared that her fa th^ I V ~ !  
afraid of Nr. Remdy .  

‘ c  I shall follom you almost immediately,” said 
the  earl confidentially to Phineas, when thc 
andidate forthc borough took his departure from 
Louglllinter. ( 4  I don’t like t o  bc there just W ~ C U  
the election is going on, but 1’11 he at Saulsby tc 
receive yon the  day afterward.” 

Phineas took his leave from Mr. Kennedy, mith 
a warm expression of friendship on the  part of 
liis host, and from Lady Laura with a mere touch 
of the hand. He tried to say n word ; but she 
was sullen, or, if not, she put on somc mood like 
to  sullenness, and said newr n mord to him. 
On the day a€ter the clepnrturc of Phineas 

Finn for Loughton, Lady Laura Kcnnedy still 
had a headache. She had complained of n 
headnchc ever since she had been ntLoughlinter, 
nndDr.Macnuthrie haclbeen ovcrmore’thanoncc. 
L r  I wonder what it is  that ails you,” said her hus- 
band, standing over hcr in her own sitting-room 
up stairs. It was n pretty room, looking nwny 
to the mountains, with just n glimpse of the lake 
to bo caught from thc window,  nnd it had been 
preparcd for her with n11 tllc ski11 and taste of 

b an accomplished upholsterer. She Ilad sclcctcd 
tho room for herself soon aftcr  hcr  cngngemcnt, 
and had  thanked  hcr  future Ilusband mit11 lier 
sweetest smile for giving her the clloicc. s110 
had thanked him nncl told him that  she alwnys 
meant to be happy-so happy ia thnt room ! €re 
was n, man not much given to romance, but he 
$hoongIit of this promise as IIC stood over lux nnd 
asked after her health. As far ns ho could see 
she had never been even comfoytnblo since s l ~ e  
Ilad been at Loughlinter. A shndom arthe trut11 
came across his mind. Perhaps his wife was 
bored. Ifso, what was to be the  future of his 
life and of hers ? ne went up to London c v c ~ y  
year, and to Parliament, as n duty; and then, 
during some pcriocl of the recess,  would have his 
house full of guests--as another duty. But hir; 
happiness mas to  cansist in such hours BS theso 
which seemed to inflict upon his wife tho  penalty 
.of a continual headache. A shadow o€ tho trul11 
came upon him. What if his wife did not likc 
living .quietly at  home ns the mistress of hcrllns- 
band‘s b u m  3 ]That if n headache WS always 

to be the result of a simple performsnce of do- 
mestic duties ? 

More than a shadow of the  truth  had come 
upon Lady Laurn herself. The dark cIouil crc- 
ated by the  entire  truth TVRS upon hor, mnlring 
every thing black and wretched around her. She 
had asked herself n question or two, and hnd dis- 
covered that  she hacl no love for hor husbnncl, 
that  the kind of Iife which he intended to exact 
from her WRS insupportable to her, and that shc 
had blundered and fallen in hor entrancc  upon 
life. Sho perceived that hcr father had already 
becomc weary of My. Kennedy, and that, Joncly 
and sad as ho would be nt Saulsby by himsclf, it 
was his  intention to repudiate tllc idea of mnlr- 
ing a home nt Loughlinter. Yes- she would 
be  deserted by ewry one, except of coursc by her 
husband; and tben- Then she would throw her- 
self on somc carIy morning  into the lake, for life 
would bc insupportable. 

‘ L  I wonder what it is  that ails you,’) said Mr. 
Kennedy. 

“Nothing scrious. Onc can’t always help 

“ I don’t think you taka el~ougll exercise, 

four miles evcry day after breakfast. I will al- 
ways be ready to  nccompnny you. I havo spolrcn 
to Dr. Macnutlzrie--” 

having a headache, you know.” 

Lauurn. I mould propose that you should wnlk 

I hato Dr. Macn~thrie.~’ 
Why should you hate Dr. Macnuthric, Lau- 

ra ?“ ‘‘ I-Iow c m  I te11 why? 1: do. That is quitc 
reason cnough ~ h y  you should not scnd for hiln 
to me.’’ 

You arc unrcnsonaldc, Lnura. Ono clloascs 
n doctor on nccount of his roputntion i n  his 
profession, and that of Dr. Mncnutl~ric  stands 
high.” 
“1 do not mant nny doctor,” ‘‘ But if you are ill, my dear--” 

tLBnt you snid you hnd a hcndnchc. You 
hnvc snid so for the last  tell days.” 
“ IInving a hendnchc is not being ill. I only 

wish you would not talk of it, ttnd thon pcrhnps 
I should get rid of it,” 

“ I  can not  bclicvc t l~nt .  IIcndncllc in nino 
PRSCS ont of tcn comes from tho t;tomncll.” 
~11oug11 hc saiil  this-saying it becnlxsc it Gas t110 
commonplncc,  comn1on-semo  ort of t l h g  to 
3ny, still nt tho very moment  thcrc t v ~ s  the 
3hndow of the truth before liis eyes. Wlmc if 
thjs hcndnche monnt simple dislika to  him, and 
:o his modes of life ? 
“ It is nothing o€ that sort,” snid Lady Laura, 

impntiont nt having l m  nilmcnt ing~ircil  into 
nith 80 much nccnrncy. 

“Then vvllnt is  it ? You can not think thnt 
can ha happy to hcnt yon complaining of hen& 

~chc cvcry day-mnking it an CSCUSG for nbso- 
ntc idleness.” 

(‘Wllnt is th& you want  mc to do?” alm said, 
urnping up from her  scat. (‘ Set mo a tmk,  
md if I don’t go mnd over i t  1’11 gct tlzrongh ir;. 
Chcro nro tho nccoant-books. Give tham to 
no. I don’t supposc I can see cl10 iìgurcs, bui; 
1’11 try to sec tham.” 
‘( Laurn, this is  unkind OP you-nnd nngmto- 

’UI.” 
“ Of course-it is cvcry thing thnt is bad. 

Nhnt n pity that you did uot Aud ir; out last 

I am not ill.” 

b 
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year!  Oh dear, oh dear! what am I to do?” 
Then  she threw herself down upon the sofa, ani 
put both her hands up t o  her temples. 

( c  I will send for Dr. Macnutlwie a t  said 
Mr. Kennedy,  walking toward the  door veq 
slowly, and speaking as slowly as he walked. 

c c No-do no such  thing,”  she said, springing 
to her feet again  and  intercepting  him  before hc 
reached  the door. c c  If  he cornes, I will not sec 
him. I give you my mord that I will not speak 
to him i€ he comes. You do not understand,’! 
she  said ; C‘ you do not  understnnd nt all.” 

6cWhat  is it that I ought to  understand?” 
he asked. 

“That a moman does not like  to be bother- 
ed. ’’ 

He made no reply at once, but stood there 
twisting the IIandIe of the door, and collecting 
his  thoughts. “Yes,” said he  nt last; “I am 
beginning to find  that out-and  to find out alsa 
what it is that bothers n woman, as you call it, 
I can sec now what it  is  that makes your head 
ache. It is  not the stomach. You are quite 
right there. It is the prospect of ,z quiet decent 
life to which mould be attached  the performance 
of certain homely duties. Dr. Macnuthrie  is a 
learned  man, but I doubt mhether he can do any 
thing  for  such a malndy.” 

You are quite right, Robert ; he can do noth- 
ing.” 

“ I t  is n  malndy you must cure for yourself, 
Laurn-and which IS to be curcd by persever- 
ance. If yo~z can bring yourself to try--” 

“ But I can not bring myself to try  nt all,7’ 
she said. 

“ D o  you mean to tcll me, Laum,  that you 
mi l  make  no effort to do your duty  as my 
wife ? l’ 

“ 1 mean to  tell you that I will not try to 
cure  a  headache by doing sums. That is all 
tha t  I mean to sny at this moment. If you will 
leave  me for awhile, so thnt I may lie down, 
perhaps X shall be able to come to dinner.” He 
still hcsitateil, standing with the door in his 
hand. “ But if you go on scolding me,” she 
continued,  ‘cwhat I shnll do is to go to bed di- 
rectly  you go away.” He hesitntcd for a mo- 
ment  longer,  and  thcn Icft; the room without 
another word. 

___t__ 

CHAPTER XXdXIII. 
IKR. S L P D B ’ S  G R I E V A N O E .  

OUR hero was elected member for  Longhton 
without  any trouble to him, 01’) as fay as he 
could see, to any one else. IIe mnde  one specch 
from n smnll raised booth that was called a plat- 
form, and  that was all  that he v n s  called upon 
to clo. Mr.  Grating made a specch in propos- 
ing him, and Mr. Shortribs another  in sccond- 
ing  him ; and these were all the speeches thnt 
’wcTe required. 1 The thing seemed to be 80 very 
easy thnt he was afterward almost offended  when 
he was told thnt  the bill for SO insignificant a 
piecc of work came to $947 18s. 9d. I-Ie had 
wen 110 occasion for spending even the odd for- 
ty-seven pounds. But  thcn he mus memlm for 
Zonghton ; and ns hc passed the evening alone 
at  the inn,  having  dincd  in company with 
Messrs. Grating,  Shortribs, and sundry other in- 
fluential clcctors, he began to reflect that,  after 

all, i t  mas not so very grent  n  thing Eo be a mem- 
ber of Parliament. It almost seemed that that 
~ h k h  had come to him so easily could not be 
of much value. 

On the following day  he  went  to  the cFstle, 
and was there when the  earl arrived. 111ey :i 
two were alone together, and  the  earl was very 
kind  to him. c c  So you had no opponent after 
all,” said the great  mau of Laughton, with R 
slight smile. 

1 

“Not the ghost of another can it id at^.^' 
“I clid not think there would be. They have 

tried  it  once  or twice and have aIways  failed. 
There are only one or two in  the place who like 
to go one way just because their ncighbom go 
the other. But, in truth,  there is no  Conservsl. 
tive feeling in the place !’7 

Phineas, although he was at  the present mo- 
ment  the member for Loughton himselc could 
not but enjoy the  joke of this. Could there be 
any Liberal feeling in suc11 a place, or indeed 
any  political feeling  hats soever ? Would not 
Messrs. Grating S: Shortribs  have done just the 
salne ha4 it  happened that Larct Brcntford liad 
been a Tory  peer?  cLTlmy al1 seemed t o  be 
very obliging,” said Phincas, in answer to the 
earl. 

town, you know, let for longer  than seven yenrs, 
and most of them merely from year to year. 
And, do you know, I haven’t n farmer on the 
property with  n lease-not one ; and they don’t 
mant leases. They know they’re safe. But I 
do like the people round me to bo of the same 
wny of thinking  as myself about politics.” 

On the second day, after  dinner - the last 
svening of Finn’s visit to Smlsby-the earl fell 
suddenly into confidential conversation abaut 
liis daughter  and his son, and  about Violet X€- 
fingham. So sudden, indeed, and so confiden- 
tial was the conversation, that  Phineas was d- 
most silenced for awhile. A word or two had 
been said about Longhlinter, of the  bcauty of 
the place and of the vastncss of the property. 
c‘ I am almost afraid,” said Lord Brentford, 
‘‘ that Laura is not happy there. I’ 

c c  Yes, they are. There isn’t a house in the . 

c I hope she is,” said Phineas. 
“ He is so hard and dry, and what I caTi ex- 

acting. That is  jnst the word for it. Now 
Lnurn has never becn used to that.  With me 
she always had her own way in every thing, and 
E nlways found her fit to llave it. I do not un- 
derstand why her husband should  treat her dlf- 
fercntly.” 

Pcrl~nps it is the  temper of the rnan.” 
LLTemper, yes; but  what a bad prospect is 

that for her! And she, too, has ,z temper, and 
30 he will find if ho tries  her too far. I cnn not 
stand Loughlinter. I told Laura so fairly. I t  
is one of those houses in which a, man can not 
A l  his hours his own. I told Lnurn that I 
:auld not  undertake to remain  there for above 
J day or  IVO.'^ 

I t  is very sad,” said Phineas. 
6‘  Yes, indecd ; i t  is sad €or her, poor girl; 

xnd very sad for me, too. I have no one elso 
Jut  Laura-literally  no one; and now I am di- 
vided from her! I t  scerns thnt she Ilas been 
:akcn ns much  away from me ns though I~cr 
Ihusbnnd lived in  China. I hnve lost them both 
now !” 
“1 hopc not, my lord.” 
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1 c (  I say I ham. As to  Chiltern, I can per- 
8 
b ceire  that  he becomes more  and more indiffer- 
1 ent  to me every day. He thinks of me only as 

a man in his way, who must  die some day  and 
may die soon.” 

6‘ You wrong him, Lord Brentford.” 
“ I do not wrong him at dl. Why has he an- 

smer&every offer Ïhave  made  him  with so much 
insolence as to make it impossible for me t o  put 

1 myself into  farther communion with  him ?” 

j thinks that yon have  wronged him.” 

l 
1 C L  Yes ; because I have been unable to  shut my 

eyes to his mode of living. I was to go on p a p g  
his debts, and taking no other  notice wllatsoever 
of his conduct !” 

i c c  I do  not  think h e  is in  debt nom.’7 
Bccause his sister the other day  spent  every 

I shilling of her fortune in paying them. She gave 
him i i O , O O O !  Do yon think  she would bave 
married  Kennedy but for that? I don’t. I 

not cripple m y  remaining  years of life by raislng 
the money, and I could not go back from my 

‘ t  You and Chiltern  might raise the money be- 
tveen T OU.'^ 

“ I t  mould do no good now. She has mnr- 
ried $Ir. Kennedy>  and  the money is noching to 
hor or to him. Chiltern might have put things 
right by marrying Miss EfXngham if he pleased. ’) 
“No : he did his morst. He asked her to be 

I 

1 could not prevent her. I had said that I wo$d 
l 

l 

I think he did his best there.” 

4 
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in  gatkering from what  happened some bop€ 
that  Violet also might  learn to lore him. Hc 
bad thought so little of  himself as  to  have been 
afraid at first to press his suit with Lady Laura. 
Might he not venture  to  think more of himself, 
having  learned how far he had  succeeded ? 

But hom was he to get at Violet  Effingham? 
Prom the moment at  which he had left Saulsby 
he had  been  angry  with himself for not  hming 
asl;ed Lord Brentford to  allow him to remain 
there till after the Baldock party  should have 
gone on to Loughlinter. The earl, who was 
very lonely in his house, would have consented 
at once. Phineas, indeed, was driven to confess 
to himself that success with Violet ~vould at once 
have put nn end to all his friendship with Lord 
Brcntford ; as also to all his  friendship with 
Lord Chiltcrn. He would, in such case, be bound 
in honor to vacate his  seat  and  give back Lough- 
ton to his offended patron. But  he monld haw 
given up much more than his seat for Violet Ef- 
finghnnl! At  present, however, he  haci no 
means of getting at her to ask her the question. 
Ee could hardly go to  Loughlinter in opposition 
to the wishes of Lady Laurn. 

A lietle adventure happened to him i n  Lon- 
d o n  which somewhat relieved the dullness of the 
d r y  of the  first week in August. He remained 
in London  till the middle of Angnst, half re- 
solving to  rush down to  Saulsby  when Violet 
l3ffingham sllould be there-endeavoring to find 
sonle cxcuse for such a proceeding, but racking 
his brains in vain-and then there came about 
his little adventnrc. The adventure was com- 
menced by the reccipt of the following letter : 

Bumer of the Pca>le Ofice 
‘L 3d August, 16ti1. 

“ M Y  DEAR FINN :-I must say I think you 
lune  trcnted me badly, and without that sort of 
brotherly fairness which me on the public press 
expect from one another. However, perhaps we 
c m  come to nn understanding, and If so, things 
may yct go smoothly. Give me a turn and I 
am not  at all adverse to give pon one. Will 
you corne to me here, or shxll I cnll upon 
you ? Yours nlrvays, Q. S.” 

Phineas was not only surprised, but disgusted 
also, at the receipt of this  letter. Hc could not 
imagine what ’was the deed by which he had of- 
fended Mr. Slide. He  tl~ought over all the cir- 
cumstances of his short connection with the Peo- 
ple‘s l j a n m ~ ,  bat could remember nothing which 
might h ~ c  created offense. Bnt  his  disgust wns 
greater  than his surprise. He tllought that  hehad 
done nothing nncl said nothing  to  justify Quintus 
Slide in crilling himc‘ dear Finn.” I-Ie, who had 
Lady Laura’s secret in his keeping, he who hoped 
to  be the posscssor of Violet EfXingham’s affec- 
tionA-he to be called “dear  Zinn”  by such ,z 
one as Quintus Slide! IIe soon made np his 
mind  that  he mould not nnswer the note, but 
tvoulcl go at oncc to the ZJco~~Ze\s Banne?- qffice nt 
the hoar a t  which Quintus was alwnys there. 
He certltinly would .not write to “ dear Slide ;” 
mld, until  he had lreard something more of this 
cause OP offcnsc, he ~voulcl not make an enemy 
forever by calling the man “dear sir. ” He 
went to the office  of  the, People’s Banner, and 
found Mr. Slidc ensconced in n little glnss cup- 
board, writing nn article for tho next day’s COPY. 

“I suppose you’re very busy, ’’ said Phineas, 
inserting himselfqvith some difficulty o n  to n 
little stool in the corner of the cnpboard. 

“Not so particular but what I’m glad to see 
you. You shoot,  don’t YOU P’, 

“Shoot !” said Phineas. I t  could not be 
possible that Mr. Slide was intending, after  this 
abrupt fashion,  to propose a duel mich pistols. 

“Grouse and pheasants, and them sort of 
things P” asked Mr. Slide. 

Oh, ah ; I understand. Yes, I shoot some- 
times.” 

U Is it the 12th or 20th for grouse in Scot- 
land ?” 

J 

~ .~~.. . 

“The !i!Oth,” said Phineas. cct”rThat makes 
you ask that just now?” 

“I’m doing a  letter  about it-advising men 
not to shoot too many of the young birds, and 
showing that they’ll have no& next  year if they 
do. I had R fellow here just now mho knew all 
about it, and he put down nlot ; but I forgot to 
make him  tell me the day of beginning. What’s 
a good place to date from ?” 

Phineas suggested Callender or Stirling. 
“ Stirling’s  too much of a t o m ,  isn’t i t ?  

Callender  sounds better for game, I think.” 
So the letter which was to save the yonng 

grouse was dated from Callender;  and Mr. 
Quintus  Slidß, having written the word, threw 
down  his pen, came off his stool, and rushed at 
once nt his snbject. 

“ Well, now, Finn,” he said, c‘ don’t yon know 
that you’ve treated me badly about Loughton ?” 

c‘ Treated you badly about  Loughton !” Phin- 
eas, ns he repeated the words, was quite in the. 
dark as to Mr. Slide’s meaning. Did Mr. Slide 
intend to convey a reproach becnuse Phineas 
had not  personally sent some tidings of the e h -  
tion to the People’s Banner? 

c c  Very  badly,” said Mr. Slide, with his arms 
akimbo, L‘very badly indeed ! Men on  the 
press together do expect that they’re to be stuck 
by, and not thrown over. Damn it, 1  SR^ ;. 
what’s the good of brothe+ood if it ain’t to  be 
brotherhood P” 

“Upon my word, I don’t know what yon 
mem,” said Phineas. 

“Didn’t I tell you that I had Lot~ghtm in 
my heye 1” said Quintus. 

c (  Oh-h !t’ 

It’s very  well to say ho* and look yiIty, 
but  didn’t I tell you T” 

‘‘ I never hemd such nonsense in my life.” 
Nonsense ?” 
H o w  on earth conld you have stood for 

Loughton? Whnt interest would you have 
had there? You could not even haTe found an 
dector to propose you.” 

c L N ~ ~ ~ ,  I’ll tell you what I’ll do, Pinn. I 
think you have throm me over most shahb~, 
but I won’t stand about that. P o u  shall l~a re  
Loughton this session if  you’ll promise to make 
way for me after the next election. I f  yon’ll 
agree to that, we’ll have a special leader  to say 
haw mel1 Lord What’s-his-name has done with 
Lhe borough ; and we’ll be your horgnn through 
the  whole  session.” 
“I ncver heard  such nonsense in  my life. 

[n the first place, Loughton is safe to be in  the 
schedule of reduc.ed boroughs. It mill be 
thrown into tho county, o r  joined  with a 
group. J’ 
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*<‘’I‘ll stand  the chnnce of that.  Will you 

agree ?‘l. 

(‘Agree ! No ! It’s the most  absurd pro- 
posal that was ever made. You might as well 
ask me whether I would agree that you should 
go to  henvcn. Go to heaven if you can, I 
should say. I have not the slightest objection. 
But it’s ñotlrinn to me.” 

‘(Very well:’ said Quintus Slide. “Ver: 
well ! NOW me understand each other, and that’ 
dl that I desire. I think  that I can shorn y01 
what  it  is  to come among gentlcmcn ofthe press 
and then to throw them over. Goocl-morn, 
ing.” 

Phineas, quite satisfied at the rcsdt Of t h  in 
terview ns regarded himsclf, nnd by no mean! 
sorry that there should have ariscn n cause of 
separation between Afr. Quintus Slide and hir 
6‘ dear Finn,” shook off r? little dust from h i e  
foot as he left thc  ofice of the Pcopb’s Buriner, 
and resolved that  in future he would nttcmpt ta 
make RO connection in  that direction. As h c  
returncd home he told himself that n member of 
Parliament shoulcl bc dtogcther independent of 
the press. On the second morning aftor his 
meeting with1 his Inte f r i k 1  he saw the rcsnlt 
of his independence. Thcre mas n startling 
nrticlc, a tremendous article, showing the prcss- 
ing necessity of immediate Reform, nncl proving 
the necessity by an illustrntion of thc borough- 
mongeriug rottcnness of thc prcscnt system. 
TYhen such a patron as Lord Brcntfoord-hirn- 
seIf a Cabinct Minister with n sinccurc-couIcl 
by his mcrc mord put into the I-Ioasc such a stick 
as  Phinens Finn-n mnn who had struggled to 
stand on his lcgs before the Spealrcr, büt hnd 
wanted both tlrc courage and the capncity-noth- 
ing farther could surely bo wrtntcd to provc that 
the Reform Bill of 1832 required to be supple- 
mented by some more cnergotic measure. 

Phinens  laughed as he rend thc nrticlo, and 
declared to himself ihat  the joke was a good 
joke. Bnt, nevertheless, he suflerod. Mr. Quin- 
tns Slidc, when he was redly nnxious to use bis 
thong carncstly, could gcneraHy raise n wnlc. 

- 

CHAPTER SSSIV. 
V A S  III41 IIONEST? 

ON the  10th of August Phinens Finn did re- 
turn to Loughton. 13c went down by the mail 
train on the night of the 10tl1, llaving tclc- 
graphed to the  inn  for n bed, and was up cnting 
his breakfast in that lzospitnblo house n t  ninc 
o’clock. The lnsdlord nnd lnndlncly with  all 
their  stnff m c r ~  at a loss to imagino what hacl 
brought down their member ngnin so quickly to 
his borough ; but the randcr, mho will 1*emcm- 
5er that Lady Baldock wik11 hor dauglltcr and 
Violet IMh$mn were to pass tho  11th of the 

n guess on the sübject.- - 
Phincas had been thinking of malting this 

sudden  visit to Loughton ever sincc he hacl bccn 
up in town, but ho could suggest to  bimself no 
reason to be given to  Lord Brentford for his 
sudden re-appearancc. The ca14 lmd  been vcry 
kind to him, but  he had said nothing which 
could justify his young friend in  running in nnd 
out of Saulsby Castle  at plonsurc, without in- 

things. (‘ Tho ~ d d o c k  ]>copla nvo n11 litro, you. 
know, but they go vcry cnrly to-nrorro~v.~~ 
Then Pllinons cleclared that  he also must rctt~rn 
to London vcry cn~ly  on the xnorrotv ; b n f  in 
the mem time 110 would go to the inn ml  €etch 
his things. Th enrl thnnlcccl him agni11 nnd 
again for his generous  Irinclnc.ss ; and I-llrinons, 
blushing ns ha rorcivcd tho thnnks, mont back 
and wroto his lcttor to Lord Chiltcrn. It; wns 

i moet ccrfnjn o! 
‘ ,’ trust you to k 

l 



an elaborate  letter, written, as regards the firs 
and  largcr  portion of it, with words intended t 
bring the prodigal son back to the father’s home 
And every thing mas snid about Miss Effinghar 
that could or should have been said.  Then, o 
the last page, be told his own story. ‘‘Now,: 
he said, Q I must speak of myself :” and he wen 
on to explain to his friend, in  the  plainest  lan 
guagc that lie could use, his own position. ‘‘ : 
have loved her,” he said, “for  six months, an( 
I a m  here mith the express intention of askinl 
fier to take me. The chances are ten to o u  
that  she refuses me. I do not  deprecate yon: 
anger, if you choose to  be angry. But I au 
endeavoring t o  treat  you well, and I ask you t( 
do the same by me. I must convey to you yon1 
father’s message, and after doing so I can no 
pddrcss myself to Miss Effingharn without tcll. 
~g yon. I should feel myself to be false mere 1 
to do  so. In  the event, the probable, nay, 81. 
most certain event of my being refused, I sbal 

* trust YOU to keep my secret. DO not qwwre: 
with me if you cnn help i t ;  but if you  must 1 
will be ready.” Then he posted the  letter and 
Tvent up to the castle. 

I3c had only the one day for his action, and  lx 
knew thnt Violet was wntcfied by Lady Bal- 
dock ns by a dragon. €IC was told that th( 
earl was out with the young Indics, and WR! 
shown to his room, ,On going ta  the drawing- 
room he  found Lady Baldoclr, with .whom l x  
had been, to n certain clegrea, a fnvorite, and 
was soon dccp1y engaged  in n conversation RS tc 
the practicability of shutting up all the breweries 
and distilleries by Act of Parliament. But 
Innch relieved him, and brought the  young ladies 
in at two. Miss Effingl~am seemed to be really 
glnd to sce him, and even Miss Boreham, Lady 
Bulc10cl~’s dnuglltcr, was very gracious to him. 
For the earl Ilad been speaking well of his 
young membcl; and Phincas lmd in n ~ v n y  grown 
into tlle good grnces OC sobcr and  discreet peo- 
ple. After  lunch they wcre to  ride ; the earl, 
tllat is, nnd VioZct. Lady Bdclock and lier 
dnughtcr tvere ta Ilavc tllc carriaRe. I L  I cnn 
mount you, Finn, if you would like i t  ” snid 
tho c n r ~  ‘ L  OE coursß I ~ ~ ’ I I  lilcc it,’’ s a h  vio- 
let ; do you suppose Mr. Finn will ob,jwt to 
ride with  me  in Saulsby Jvoods P. It won’t be 
the first time, will it?’’ L‘Yiolct,”  said  Lady 
Baldock, you llave the most singular way of 
tnlking.” I suppose 1 hweS” said Yiolct ; 

but I don’t think I can change it nom. Mr. 
Finn knows m e  too meIl t o  mind i t  much.” 

I t  was past five bcforc tlley ~vcrc on Ilorsebnck, 
and u p   t o  thnt time Pllincas hnd not found him- 
self done  with Violet Eflingllam fur a moment. 
Tlley lm1 snt t ogehr  after lonch in the dining- 
YOOM for nearly  an hour, and  had snunterccl 
into  tho llnll and lrnocked about the  billiard 
bnlls, and then stood tagether nt ehe open doors 
of a conservatory. But  Lady Baldock or Miss 
Boreham hnd always bccn there. Nothing could 
be more plcnsnnt than Miss Effingham’s mords, 
or more. fnmiliur than her manner to Phinens. 
Sllo hail esnrcssed strong deliaht nt liis success t 
in getting i s e a t  in  PnrGmenl, ancl 11ac~ talltcd surd ; nnd t 1 m  they rode on again, cantering 
to him about tho Kcnncdys as though t h y  hacl through  the wood. I-Ic had been bold to  spcnk 
crcatocl sonm spccial bond of union botwcen her to  her nbout Lorcl Chiltcrn as he had donc, and 
and Thincns which ought to make them inti- slm had ans~veretl just RS 110 would 1in.r.o wishcd 
mate. Brit, for all that, sho  coulcl not be got to bc nnswercd. But h o w  could he press his suit 
to separale llersclf from Lady Baldock ; ancl for himsclf while she was centering by his side? 

e 
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you OE myself.” They were now beyònd thc 
rocks, and Violet, without speaking n word, 
ngnin pnt her horse into a trot. Ife was by ber 
side  in B moment, but  he could not see her face. 
U 1-Ia~e you not a word to say to mo ?l’ he nslrcil. 

No, no, no,” she replied, not n mord mhen 
ypu speak to me like that. Tber8 is the car- 
nage. Come, we mill joiu tllcm.” Then shc 
cantered on, and he followed her till they renclml 
the earl and Lady Bnldock and Miss Boreham, 

llave donc my devotions now)” said Miss 
Effingham, and nm ready to return  to ordinnry 
1:r- 9% 
1110. - 

Phineas could not find another  molnent  in 
. which to spcnk to her. Thong11 he spent the 

evcnbg with her, and stood over hcr ns she sang 
nt th% ’ e d ’ s  request, and pressed her hand as 
she want to”bed, and was  LI^ t o  see her start in 
the morning, he could not drnw from her citller 
n word or R look. 

Presently they  came to rough ground ove] 
which they were forced to walk, and he ]va! 

, close by her side. ‘‘ &h.. Finn,” she said, 1 
monder  mbether I may ask a question ?” 

‘ L  Any question, ” he replied. 
(6 Is there  any  quarrel between you and Ladj 

L E None.” 
L C  Or between you and him?” 
“No ; none. We are greater allies thar 

ever.” 
L L Then vhy are you not going to be a t  Lough. 

linter ? . She  hns written to me expressly say. 
ing you would not be there.” 

He paused a moment before he replicd. Il 
ilid not suit,” he said nt Inst. 

“ I t  is n secret then?” 
C L  Yes ; it is n secret. You nre not angry with 

c L Angry ; no.” 
6‘  It is not a secret of my own, br I s11ould not 

beep it from 
‘* Perhaps I can guess it,” she said. L L But I 

will not try. I will not even think of it.” 
The cause, wl1atcver it; be, has been full of 

sorrow to me. 1 would have &en my left  hand 
t o  have been at Loughlintor this  autumn.” 

Laurn P’) 

me ?I’ 

‘ L  Are you SO fond of it P” 
“I should ham been staying there mit11 you,” 

he said. Be paused, and for 8 moment  there 
was no mord spoken by either of them ; bnt  he 
could perceive that tbc Iland in which she held 
her whip wnsplnying with her horse’s mnne with 
n nervous movement. cLT;Vllcn I found how it 
must be, and that I must miss you, I rtwhccl 
down here that I might see yon for n moment. 
And now I am herß I do not  dare to sneak to 

CHAPTER XXXV. 
N R .  BIONIC U P O N  BBOOECM. 

Prrrmas FINN went to Ireland immedintcly 
after his return from Snddq,  hnving said noth- 
ing farther to Violct Effingham, nnd having 
heard nothing €:uther from her than mhat is re- 
corded in the last chapter. €Ie €& very kccnly 
thnt his position was unsatisfactory, mnd brooded 
over it d l  the autumn and early  tointer;  but 
he could form no plan for improving it. A 
dozdn times he  thought of writing to  Miss 
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what is wrong without delay. One great  IK- 
thority  told lts the other day that  the  sole objecl 
of legislation on this subject should be to gei 
together tho h s t  possible G58 members of Par- 
liament. That to me would be n most repul. 
sire iden if  it wcrc not  thnt by its very vague. 
ncss it becomes inoperative. Who shnlI SRJ 
what is best ; or what characteristic constitnte: 
cscellcnce in n member of Parliament ? If tllt 
gentleman menns excellence in general wisdom, 
or in  statecrnft, or in skill in talking, or ir 
privatc  chnrncter, or cven excellence in  patriot. 
ism, thcn I say  that he is utterly wrong, an¿ 
has never touched with his intellect t h  truc 
theory OF rcprescntntion. One only excellenct: 
may be acknowledged, n11d that  is  the excellencc 
of Ilbeness. As n portrait shonld be like th( 
person portrnyed, so should a representative 
IIousc be Iikc the people whom i t  represents. 
Nor in  arranging n francIlise does ít seem to mc 
that we hnvc n  right to regard any  other yiew. 
If n country  be  unfit for represptutivc govcrn- 
ment-and it may bo that  there  are  still peoples 
rnable to  use properly that grcntest of all blcss- 
1ngs-thc question as to what stntc policy rnny 
be best for them is n diffcrent qucstion. But if 
wß do have  representation, let the rcprescntn- 
tivc nsscnlbly be like t h  pcoplc, whatevcr else 
may be its virtues, 2nd  mhntevcr elsc its vices. 
“ AnotI~cr  grcnt nuthority llns told us chat 

onr Ilonsc of Commons sl~ould be the mirror of 
the pcoplc. I say, not its mirror, but  its  minin- 
turc. And lct the artist be cnrefal to put in every 
line of the expression of that over-moving face. 
.Lo da this is n grent work, and the  artist  must 
know his trade wcll. In  America the work lins 
bcen clone with so coarse n  hand  that  nothing is 
shown in the  picture but thc b r o d ,  plain, nn- 
speaking  outline  of  the face. As you look from 
thc  represcnted to thc rcprescntntion you cnn 
not bnt nclmowlcdgc the liltencss ; but  therc is 
in thnt 1)ortrnit norc, of the body than of tho 
m i n c l .  ~ l l c  truc  portrnit  s11on~’rcprescnt moro 
thw the body. With us, Ilithrto, there l m v  
been snntches of tho countcnnncc of tho nntion 
which lmvc becn inimitnblc, n tnrn of the CJ’C 
hcrc and a curl of t h  lip tl~crewhich hnve seomcd 
to  clcnotc n pomor almost divinc. Tllcre hnvc 
been mnrvcls on t h o  canvas so bcnutifd  thnt 
onc approaches tho woyk of remodcling i t  with 
nwc. I3ut not only is tho pictt~rc impcrfect, n. 
thing of snnt,cllcs, but with years i t  bocolncs less 
nntl still less likc its original. 

“The ncccssity for rcmodcling i t  is impcrn- 
tivo, nntl wc slltdl l m  cowards if we decline  thc 
.rvorl;. nut lct 11s bo s1~ccinlly careful to rc- 
tnin ns mnch ns possible of those lincs whicl~ wo 
n11 ncknawlcdgo to bc so fnitllfnlly rcpresenta- 
tivc of our nntion. To give to a bare nnmcricd 
mnjority of thc people t l~nt  power which tho nu- 
mcricnlmajority hns in tho United Stntos, .cvonld 
not bo to nchicvc r~prescntnt~ion.  Thc  nntion 
n8 i t  now cxists would not be known hy such n 
portrttit ; bot n c i ~ h r   c m  it now bc known by 
tllnt which cxists. 11, sccms to me tlmt thcy 
who nrc nvcrse t o  cbnngc, looking bnclc with an 
uumansl~rod reqmct on what 011r old Parlia- 
ments havo donc for w, ignorc  the  majostic 
gro\yth of t110 English pcople,  tlnd fmgct tho 
present i n  their worship of tho pnst. T h y  think 
that IVO mnst bo whnt ’wc  w,crc--at m y  rato, 
what WB wcrc thirty goars 81ncc. Thcy ham 
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shall have a lot of beggars put  on horseback, 
and we all know where they  ride to.” 

Then Phineas became aware that it is no 
easy to convince any man or  any woman on I 
point of politics, not even though he who argue: 
may have nn eloquent letter  from R philosoph. 
ical Cabinet Minister in his pocket to assist him 

1 

You don’t metru to  say that you intentl to 
sit it  out,” said Mra Bontecn. 

“Every word of it, unless I losa my sent. 
TVhat else is there t o  bo done nt  presant ? j ’  

But  thc  place  they give us is so unpleasant,” 
said Mrs. Bontecn. 

There ara worse places even than  the Ln- 
dies’ Gnllery,” said Lady Laura. And pcr- 
haps it is ae well ,to mnkc ono’s sclf used to in- 
conveniences of n11 kinds, You will speak, Mr. 
Finn P ”  

$ 6  I intend  to do so.” 
C c  Of courm you will. Tho  grant spoecllcs 

will be Mri Gresham’s, Mr. Dnubeny’s, and Mr. 
Monk’s.’’ 

Nr? Palliser intends to bc vory strong,” said 
Mrs. Bonteca, 

“A man  can nat, bo strong or not as ho 
likes ít,’t said Lady Laura. ‘c Mr. X’nlIiser I 
believe to be a most; nseful m q  bul, 110 ncvcr 
c m  bccome nn gr tor .  IIß i s  of tho same 
class as Mr. Ilenncdv. only of conrsc higher in 
the CIRSS,” ‘ 

“ l  

We n11 look for ~tl groat spooch from Mr. 
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Laura say sometbing about her own self. H6 
could not but remember That  had been said  be. 
twecn them up over the water-fall, and how hc 
hnd  been warned not to return to Loughlinter. 
And thcn ngnin, did Lady  Laura know any 
thing of what had passed between him and Vio. 
let ? ‘‘ Where is gour brother T” he said, as he 
rose from his chnir. 

Osmald is in London. He was here  not an 
hour before you came in,” 

‘6 Where is he staying ?’l 

‘‘ At Mauregy’s. €Ie goes  down on Tuesday, 
1 think. Be  is to see his  father to-morrow 
morning.?’ 

* I  By agrecmant?” 
“ YCS, by agrccrnent. There is a new trouble 

--about money that they think to be due to me. 
But I can not tell you all now. There h.nve 
been. somc words between Mr. Kennedy nnd 
pap .  But I won’t talk about it. You would 
find Oswnld n t  Mnuregy’s nt any  hour before 
elcven to-morrow, 

“Did ha  say nny thing about me?” asked 
Phincns. 

I L  We mcntioned your m m e ,  certainly.” 
I do not nsk from vanity, but I want to 

know whethcr l m  is angry with mo.,’ 
‘I Angry with you! Not in tho lenst. I’ll tell 

you just  what ho  mid. He said he should not 
wish to livc even’ with you, but that he would 
soanor try  it  with you than with any m m  hp 
avcr know. ” 

B e  hnd gob rl ‘lotter from me ?jr 

c c  R e  did not say so ; but ha did n6t say he 
hnd not.” 

will sea him to-niorrow if X can.” And 
thon Phinoas prepared to go. ’ ‘‘ Orlo nord, Mr. Finn,” said Lady  Laura, 
hardly loolting him in thc face and yet making 
nn  cKort to do so. “I  wish you to forgot ahnt 
I said to you nt Zoughlinter,” 

c c  St shnll bo as though it were forgotten,”  said 
Phincas. 

“Lot  it bo  absolutely forgotten. In such a 
case a m m  is bot~nd to do all that a woman asks 
him, ancl no man has ,n truer spirit of chivnlry 
than  yoursdf,  That  is (ill. Look In whcn you 
cnn. 1 wil1 not ask ‘ ~ t b u  to dino hara as yet, be 
cnttsd we am SO Mghtfully dall. Do your bcst 
on Tuesday, nnd thon lat us seo yotr’on Wadnes- 

$hincas, ns he walked across tho park townrd 
11ix club,  mndo up ?lis minddthat ha would forget 
thc clccna  by the tvnter-fall, ?Ie had ,never quite 
known what it hnd mcattt, and he would wipe 
it nwny from his mind dtogctlrer. H e  ncknowl- 
cdgad to himself thnt cllivalry did dcmand of 
him thnt he shonld never nllow hiniself to think 
of Lndy Lnura’s rash words to him, That sho 
w~as not l q p y  with Ilor  lmsbancl fa8  vary clenr 
to him ; bur; tlmt wns altogethor mother  nfhir. 
She might bo unhappy with her husband with- 
ont indulging nny guilty love. He had never 
tl~oaght i t  pot3sible thnl shc could bc h q p y  liv- 
ing with such n Ilusband ns Mr. Kenncdg. All 
thnt, howcver, was now past remcdy, nnd she 
musb simply endure the modo of liEc which shc 
11nd proparod for h a r d f .  There were other men 
nnd women in  London  ticd togother €or bctter 
nnd. worm, in rof‘srcnce to whom union their 
Ericnds  know thnt  tl~cre woald be no better- 
tllnt it must bc all worso. Lady Laurn must 

da . GoOd-bS;e.” 

bear it, as i t  was borne by many’another  mawied 
woman. 

On the Monday morning  Phineas called at 
Mauregy’s Hotel at ten o’clock, but in spite of 
Lady  Laura% assurance to the  contrary, he found 
thnt  Lord  Chiltern was out. He had  felt some 
palpitation at  the heart as he made his inquiry, 
knowing well the fiery nature of the man he ex- 
pected t o  see. I t  might be that  there would be 
some actml personal conflict between him and 
this half-rnad lord before he got back  again  into 
the street. What  Lady  Laura had said abont 
her  brother  did not in the estimation of Phineas 
make this at a11 the less probable. The half- 
mad lord was so singular in his ways that it 
might well be that he should speak handsomely 
of a rival behind his back and yet take  him by 
the throat ns soon as they were together, face to 
face. And  yet,  as  Phineas  thought,  it mas nec- 
essary that he should see the half-mad lord. He 
had written a letter to which he had received no 
reply, and he considered it to be incumbent on 
him to ask whether i t  had been received and 
whether any answer to it mas intended  to be 
given. IIe went therefore to Lord Chiltern at 
once-as I h a w  said, with some feeling nt his 
heart  that  there  might be violence, ab any rate 
of words, befofore he should find hilqself again in 
the street. Bat Lord Chiltelm mas not there, 
All tliat  the porter knew  was that S o d  Chiltern 
intended to leave the house on the followi~g 
mornmg. Then Phineas wrote a eote and left, 
it with the porter. 

DEAR CHILTERN : T  particularly want to 
Jee you wit41 reference to a letter I wrote to you 
Casb~summer. I must be in tho House to-day 
from four till  the debate is over. I will be at  
the Reform Club from two till half-past three, 
and will come if you will send for me, or I will 
mcet you nnywhere at any hour to-morrow morn- 
ing. Yours, always, P. F.” 

No message came to him  at  the Refom Club, 
and he was in his seat in the  House by four 
o’clock. During  the  debate a note mas brought 
to him which rau ns follows : 

(‘1 have got your letter this moment. Of 
course we must;  meet. I hunt on Tuesday, and 
go down by the early train ; bu6 I will come to 
t o m  on Wednesday. We shall require to be 
privntc, and I will therefore be at your rooms 
at one o’clack  on that day. C.” 

Phineas at once  perceived that  the note wns a 
hostila note, written in an angry spirit, written 
to on0 whom the writer did not nt the  moment 
acknowledge to be his friend. This was certainly 
the ease, whatever Lord Chiltern may havo said 
to his sister as to his friendship for Phinens. 
Phineas crushed the note into his pockct, and 
of course determined  that  he would be in his 
roomfl nt the hour namcd. 

The  debate was opened by a speech from Mr. 
Mildrnay, in which that  gentleman nt great 
length and with much perspicuity explained his 
notion of thnt ~ncnsure of Parliamentary  Reform 
wl~ich he thought to bc necessary. EIe wns list- 
encd to with the greatest attention  to the close, 
nnd pcrhnps, nt the and o f  his  speech, with morc 
attcntion tlzan t~sus~l, as there had gone abxoed 



B rumor that the  Prime Minister intended to de 
clare that this would be the  last effort of his lij 
in that course. But, if he ever intended t0 utt€ 

a pledge, his  heart misgave him  when th 
time carne for uttering  it,  He  merely said t h ~  

the  management of the bill* in committe 
be an affair of much labor, and probab1 

spread over many  nights, he would be assiste 
in his work by his colleagues, and especially b 
his  right honorable friend,  the  Secretary Of Stat 
for Foreign Affafrs. I t  was then understood t h 8  
Mr. Gresham would take  the lead should the bi 
go into committee, but  it was understood als 
that no resignation of leadership had been mad 
by Mr. Mildmay. c 

The measure now proposed to thc House WEI 
very  much the same as that which had bee 
brought forward in the l a t  session. The exist 
ing theory of British representation WU not t’ 
be changed, but the  actual practice !WS t0 b 
brought nearer  to  the  ideal thcory. Tho iden 
of manhood suffrage and of electoral  district 
\vere to be as forever removed From the bulwnrlr 
of the British Constitution. There were to b 
counties with agricultural constituencics, pur 
posely arranged to be purely agricultural, whcn 
ever the  nature of the counties w o d d  admît oi 
its being so. No artificer at  Reform, let him  b 
Conservative or Liberal, can make Middleses o 
Lancashire  agricultural ; bnt Wiltshire  and Suf 
folk were to be preserved inviolable to the plough 
and the apples of Devonshire were still to  llav~ 
their sway. Every town in the thrcc  kingdom 
with a certain population was to have two mem 
bers. But here thcre WRS much room for cavil 
as d l  men knew would be the caso. ’SYho shnl 
say what is a town, OT where shall be its  limits 
Bits of countiesmight be borrowed, so nsto loss> 
en  the  Conselwdsm of the  country without en- 
dangering  the Liberalism of the borough. And 
then  there were the bqroughs with one member, 
and  then  the groups of little boroughs. In the 
discussion of any such  arrangement hov  cnsy is 
the picking of holes, how impossible the  fdxicn- 
tion of n garment  that s’hall be impcrvious t o  
such  picking ! Then  again tllero was that grent 
question of the: ballot. On that  there was to be 
no mistake. Mr. Mildmay again pledged him-  
self to disappear from the  Treasury  Bench should 
any motion, clause, or resolution be carried by 
that House in favor of the ballot. He spoko for 
three I~otzrs, and Lhen left the cnrcnss of liis bill 
to be fonght for by the opposing nrmics. 

No render of these pngcs will desire that  the 
speeches in the debate should be even indicated. 
I t  soon bocame known that  the Conservatives 
would not divide the T-Iouse ngninst the second 
reading of the bill. They declarcd, howevcl*, 
very plttinly their  intention of so altering  the 
clauses of the bill in  committec, 0 1 9  at lenst of 
nttempting so to do, n9 to mnke the bill their 
bill, rnther  than  the bill of their opponents. To 
this Mr. Palliser replied that long as notl1ing 
vital \vas touched  the Government would only be 
too  happy to oblige their friends opposite, If any 
thing  vital were touched, the Government co~lcl 
only fall back upon their friends on that side. 
And  in  this way men were very c i i l  to ench 
other. Bnt Mr. Turnbull, who opencd the d&ntß 
on the Tuesday, thunderid out an assurancc to 
gods and men that  he would divide thß House 
on th6 second readhg of the bill Itself, HO did 

not donbt but that there vere many good men 
and  true to go  with him into the lobby, but iuto 
the lobby he would go if hc l1nd no nlore than n 
single friend to support  him.  And  he warned tho 
Sovereign, and he warned  the EIOUSC, ~t11d 110 
warned the people of England,  tlmt the measurc 
of Reform now proposed by n so-cdlec~ Liberal 
&Iini,qtcr was n lnoasum prepared in concert with 
the ancient enemies Of the people. I3C was very 
loucl, vary angry,  and quito successful in hnltoo- 
ing dojvn sundry attempts which were madc to 
interrllpt ]lim. ‘LI find,” hc said, “tll~tt there 

many membcrs bere who do not ltnovv me 
yet-young membcrs, probably, mho arc green 
from  the waste lands and roadsides of privato 
life. They w i l  knov me soon, nnd thcn, mny 
bo, thcra will bc less of this foolish noise, less 
of this elongation of unnecessary nccks. Our 
Rome must bc aroused to a sense of its dangcr 
by other voices than these.” IIc mas callcd to 
order, but it was rutled thnt he lind not bccn out 
of order, and hc was very triumphant. Mr. 
Monk answered him, and i t  was dcclnrod aftel-- 
 rd that Mr. Monk’s specch mns o m  of tho 
finest pieces or oratory that hacl ever bccn u t -  
tered in  t h n t  Houso. 1x0 made one rcmnrk por- 
sona1 to MY. Turnball. “I  quite agreed with 
the  right honorablo gentlemm in  tho cbair,” ho 
said,  ‘(when he dcclnred that the Ilonorable 
member mas not  out of order just now. Wc all 
of us agree with him always on such puints. 
The rnles of our I-Xonsc have becn laid down 
with the utmost Intitudc, so tlmt tllc course of 
OLW clobntcs may not bo frivolously or too cady  
interrupted. Bnt n mornbcr may bo so in ordcr 
ns BO incur  the displensuro of tho IIonsc, and to 
merit  the raproachca of hicl cauntryrncn.” Tllis 
little duel gave grcht lifc to the clebnta ; but ir; 
vas said  that thoso two great J[$eForpncl%, Mr, 
rurnbull and Mr. Monk, could novor ngnin TnccL 
IS friends. 

I n  the coarse of tho $?!ato on Tuostlny Yhin- 
:as gat upon his legs. l h e  rcadcr, I trust, will 
remcmbe1* thnt  hitllcrto bo bad failad sltogathor 
u a, speaker, On one occasion ho hnd laclced 
:ven tbc  spirit to uso and dclivar an oration 
ahich he had prcllnrcd. Qn n second occasion 
10 liad broken down-woefully,  nnd p s t  d 1  x’c- 
lemption, ns said thosanho w o w  not liis fkm.k- 
mfortunntely, but not p s t  rcclcml>tion, as said 
,hose who werc bis trua €rionch After t h e  
)rico agnin 110 lind risen nlld said n few plnin 
vords wlliclz had callecl for no rcmark, nnd lind 
Icon spoken as though ha warß i n  illa habit, of nd- 

dressing the El’onso daily, It; lnny b~ doubted 
whether tl~crc wcrc half n, clozcn mon now prascnt; 
who recognized the €act thnt  this man, who was 
so moll known to so many of í,lrcm, was now 
about to makc another attcmpt at a first s ~ ~ c c c l ~ ,  
P h i n e ~ s  himsclf diligently nttemptcd t o  forgct 
that such was tho cnstl.  EI@ hnd propnrd fol* 
himself a few henclinga of what l10 intclldcd to 
say, and on ono or two points lwl anmngod his 
words. His hopo was thnt cVcn tllougl~ I10 
shonld forget tho words, ha migtlt  still be nblc to 
cling to the thrcnd of his discoursa. Wllcn bo 
foounct hirnsolf ngnin upon his logs nrnid tllovc 
crowdcd scats, for LC few momants tl~crc cnmo 
upon. h i k  tbnt  old sonsation of IWO. Again 
things grow dim before his cym, and again 110 
hardly 1;ncw at which cnd of that  long charnbcr 
tho Spanker was sitting. But; tlroro aroso within 
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him a sudden courage, as soon  as the  sound of 
his own voice in  that room had made itself inti- 
mate to his ear, and  after the first few sen- 
tences, all fear,  all awe, mas gone from him. 
When he read  his speech in the  report  after- 
ward, he foclnd that he Ilad strayed very mide 
of his intended course, but he had strayed mith- 
out tumbling into ditches, or falling  into  snnken 
pits. He had spoken much from Mr. klonk’s let- 
ter, but had had the  grace  to acknowledge mhence 
had come his inspiration. 11e hardly  knew, how- 
ever, whether he had failed again or not,  till Bur- 
rington  Erle came up to him as they were leav- 
ing  the  House, with his  old easy pressing  mnn- 
ner. ‘( So yon hnvc got into  form nt last,” he 
said. ((1 always thought thnt it woulcl. come. 
I never for a moment believed but  that  it would 
come sooner or later.” Phinens  Finn  answered 
not n word; but he went home and lay awake 
all  night  triumphant. The verdict of Barring- 
ton  Erle sufficed to assure him that he had suc- 
ceeaca. 

__c__ 

CI-IAPTER LLYVIT. 
h R O U G I I  E N C O U N ‘ P I 3 R .  

PIIINBAS, whcn he awokc, had two matters .to 
occupy his mind-his succcss of the previous 
night ancl his coming intcrvicw with Lord Chil- 
tern. 110 stayed nt home the whole morning, 
knowing thnt nothing could be done before the 
hour Lorcl ChilCern had namcd for his visit. He 
read every word of the debate, studiiqusly  post- 
poning the pcrusal of his own speech till he 
should come to  it  in due order. And  then he 
wrote to liis fnthcr, commencing his  letter ns 
though Iris writing had no reference to the nf- 
fnirs of the previous night.  But lm soon fot~nd 
1li:nsclF compelled to  brcalr into somc mention of 
it. “I scnd yon n LIIz‘711cs,” he said, in order 
that you mny  sec thnt I have had m y  finger in 
tho  pio. I hrwe hithcrto abstainctl from putting 
rnysclf í‘ornard in t h  I-rouse, partly t h r o ~ ~ g h  a 
bnse fcnr fur   hi ch I dcspiso mysell‘, nncl partly 
tlwongh a fccling of prudcncc that a man of my 
Itgc r;honld not be in a lu.srry to gatllcr laurclg. 
This is literally  truc.  There Ilas bcen the fear, 
and tlmre 11nu been tho prudence. My wonder is, 
that I llave not  incurrcd more contcmpt  from 
otllcrs bccnuso I 11avc been a coward. People 
llnvc been 60 kind to me that I must suppose 
them to havo judgcd me more lcniently than I 
hava jtlilgail myself.” T h ,  as lie WRS putting 
up tha pq~cr ,  he lookcd again  nt  his own speech, 
nncl of COII~SC rcnd evcry mord of i t  once more. 
As ha did so it occurrcd to him t h t  the  repòrt- 
CTS Ilnd been moro than courteous to him. The 
man w110 1 1 r d  followcd llirn h l  been, he thought, 
nt any ~ ’ t ~ t a  as long-windccl as himself; but to  
tllis orntor less tllnn lmlf a column had been 
grntcd. To him had beon granted  ten lincs in 
big type, nncl after thnt n whole cdnnm and n 
half, Lot Lorcl Chiltern coma and do Iris 
worst. 

Wllen it wtmted bnt twcnty mi:~utes to one, 
and he w:ns buginning to  think in  what way he  
]~nd bettcr answer the half-mnd lord, should the 
lord in  Ili8 wrath be vcry mad, there camß to him 
n ’  note by tho  hand of Borne messenger. He 
knew nt once that it was from Lady Laura, and 
opened it in hot haste. 3ct was as follows : 

‘( DEAR MR. Fnm:-We are all talking about 
your speech. M y  father was in tho gallery and 
heard  it,  and said that he had to thank me for 
sending you to Loughton. That made  me very 
happ?. Mr. Kennedy declares that you were el- 
oquent,  but too short. That  coming  from him is 
praise indeed. I have seen Barrington, who 
takes  pride  to hilnself that you are his political 
child. Violet says that  it is the only speech she 
ever read. I mas therc, and was delighted. I 
was sure  that  it wns in you to do it. 

L L Youss, L. K. 

“I  suppose we shall sec you after the House 
is up, but I write this as I shall barely haw an 
opportunity of speaking to you then. I shdl be 
in  Portman Square, not at home, from six till 
seven.” 

The moment in which Phinens refolded this 
note and put it into his breast coat-pocket was, 
1 think,  the happiest of his life. Then, before 
he had withdrawn his hand  from his breast, he 
remembered  that  what was  now about to talw. 
place between him and Lord Chiltern would 
probably be the means of separating him alto- 
gether from Lady  Laura and hcr family. Nay, 
might i t  not  render it neccssnry that he should 
abandon the scat  in  Parliament uvhiel1 had been 
conferred upon him by the personal kindness of 
Lord Brentford ? Let  that be as it might. One 
thing was clear to him. I3e would not  abandon 
Violet  Xffingl~am ti11 Ize should be desired  to do 
so in  the plainest language by Violet Xffingham 
herself. Looking nt his watclr he snv thnt i t  
was onè o’clock, and at that  moment  Lord Chil- 
tern was announced. 

Phinens ment formarcl immediately with his 
hand out to meet his visitor. “ Chiltcrn,”  he 
said, (‘I am very g l d  to see you.” But  Lord 
Chiltern  did  not take his hand,  Passing on to 
the table, with his hat still on his head, and with 
n scowl upon bis brow, the young lord stood for n 
few moments perfectly dent.  Then he chucked 
n  letter across the table to the spot at which Phin- 
ens was standing. Phineas, taking up the let- 
ter, perceived that  it ma’s that which he, i n  his 
great  attempt to be honest, had written from the 
inn  at Louglrton. (‘ I t  is my own letter  to you,” 
he said. 

“Yes, i t  is y o ~ ~ r  letter to me. I received i t  
oddly enough together wit11 your own note a t  
Mauregy’s, OP Monday morning. I t  has been 
round the tvorld, J. suppose, nnd reaclred me only 
thcn. You must withdraw it.” 

c Withdraw  it ?” 
‘LYes, sir!  Fvithdraw it. As far as I can  learn, 

without asking  any question which mould h n ~ e  
committed myself or the young lady, you halre 
not acted upon it, You have not  yet done what 
youzherc threaten  to do. In  that  you have been 
very wise, and  there  can be no difficulty in your 
withdrawing  the letter.’’ 

‘(1 certainly  shall not ~vithdraw it, Lord Chil- 
tern,” 

Do you remember-That-I  once-told you 
-about myself and Miss Effinghnm?” This ques- 
tion he asked very slowly, pausing between the 
words, and looking full into the face of his rival, 
toward vhom he Ilad gradually come nearer ; and 
I~is {ountenance, RS he did so, mas  by no means 
plensant. The redness of hie complexion had beL 
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l come more  ruddy  than usual; he still wore his ha 

i 
j eve of an antagonist. Phineas was afraid of n 

as  though with studied imolencc ; his  right han 
was clenched ; and there was that look of angr, 
purpose in his eye which no man likes  to see in  th 1 

Golence, personal to himself; but he was afrail 
of-of what I may, perhaps, best call L‘ a row. 
To be tumbling  over  chairs and tables with hi 
late  friend  and present enemy in Mrs. Bunce’ 
room would be most unpleasant to him. If ther 
mere to be blows, he too must  strike;  and 11 
mas very averse to  strikc Lady Laura’s  brothel 
Lord Brentford’s son, Violet Effingham’s friend 
If need be, however, he would strikc. 

‘ I suppose I rem-ember what you  mean,” sail 
Phineas. c‘ Ithink you declared that you woull 
quarrel  with any man  who might presume to ad 
dress Miss Effingham. Is  it that to which yo 
allude?” 

I t  is that,” said Lord Chiltern. 
l‘I remember what you snid very mell. 1 

nothing else was to deter me from asking Mis 
Egngham to be my wifc, you will hardly thin: 
that  that  ought to  llave any weight. The threa 
hnd no weight.” 
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‘ h  I t   vas hot  spoken as a tllroat, sir, and thn 
p a  know as vel1 as I do. It wm said from 
friend to n friend, RS I thought; tlmn. But  it i 
not  the less true. I monder what you can thin’ 
of faith  and truth and honesty of purpose wlre 
yo11 took advantage of my  absence-you, whor 
I bad told n thousand times that I lomd he 
better tllan my own soul ! You stand bcfore th 
world as a rising man, and 1 stand before th 
world as R man- damncd. You have bec1 
chosen by my father to siL for our family borough 
while I am an outcast from his house. YOI 
have Cabinet Ministers for your friends, while : 
have  hardly a decent nssoaiate left to me in t h  
world. But Ioan say of mvaelf that X bavc nov 
er done any thing unworthy of n gentlcman 
while this  thing  thnt you arc? doing is unworth: 
of the lowest man.’’ 

‘LI llave done nothing un~or thg ,~ ’  said Phín 
eas. U I wrote to you instantly when I Ilad re 
solved-though i& .wnspainful to me to h w c  tc 
tell such a secret  to any one.’$ 

‘LYotz wrote ! Yes ; when I WELS miles dis 
tant;  weeks, months away. But I did no 
come here to bnllyrag like nn old womnn. ; 
got your  letter only on Monday, nnd know noth. 
ing of what has occurred. Is Miss Effingl~axr 
to be-your wifo P” Lord Chiltern hnd now come 
quite close to Phineas, and €’hincas felt that thal 
clenched fist might be in his face  in half n, mo- 
ment. Miss Effingham of cotme was  not ongngei 
to him, but i t  seemed to him  thnt if he mere now 
so to declate, such declaration would appear ‘ta 
have heen dram from him by fear. ( 6  I 8 8 1 ~  YOU, J I  

said Lord Chiltern, Qin what position you now 
stand toward Miss Effinghnm. If you aro not 
n coward you will tell ma,” 

cLIVllether I tell you OT not, you know thnt 
I nm not a coward,” said Phineas. 

I sllall luwe to try,” snid Lord Chiltem. ‘ But  if you please I will  ask you for nn an- 
swer to my question.7’ 

Phineas  paused for R moment, thinking vhnt 
honesty of purpose and a high spirit would, 
when combined togothcr, demand of h,im, and 
together with these requirements ho felt  thnt hG 
wns bound to join some feeling of duty tobyard 

. 
MiSS Effin3l1am. Lord  Chiltern was standing 
there, fiery red, with his hand  still clenched, and 
]lis hat  still on, waiting for his answer. Let 
me have your question again,” said Phineas, 
( c  and I will answer it if I find that I can do 
so without loss o€ self-rcspcct.” 

‘ 6  I ask you in what position yon stand to- 
ward Miss Effingham. Mind, I do not doubt 
at d l ,  but I choose to have n rcply from your- 
self.” 

“You will remember* of course, that A can 
only xnsmer to  the bcst of my belicf.” 

6‘ Answer to the best of your belief. ” 
&‘I think shc regards mo as an illtimate 

friend. ” 
Had you snid as nn indifferant acqunintancc, 

you yvould, I think, have bcan ncarcr  tbc bark. 
But we will let that be., I presumo 1: may  undcr- 
stand that you have glvorr up any  idea of chang- 
ing  that position T” 

6 ‘  You m q  understand  nothing o€ t h  kind, 
Lord Cllilterll.~l 

c‘ Why, whnt hopo hava you ?l’ 

That is nnothor thing. I shall not spcnk of 
that-at any rate not to you.” 

Thcn, sir-” nnd now Lord Chillern nil- 
vanced another  step and raised bis llnrlcl as 
though he wore about to  put it with Borne form 
of violence on the person of his rival. 

Stop, Chiltern,”  saidPl~ineas, stepping back, 
so that  thero was somo artielc of furnitaro bo- 
tween him and his advcrsnrp, I do not choose, 
thnt thcro sbould bo ZL riot ]wc.’’ 

‘6 Wht;  c10 yo~l  call IL riut, sir? 1 bolicvc 
that nftcr d l  you arc II, poltroon. Whnt I w- 
qttiro of you is  thnt you sl~all moot mo. Will 
YOLt do thnt Pl’ 

LL You mcan-to fight ?l’ 
“ Yes, t0 fight-to  fight-to fight, BOY Wht  

other purpose do yon supposa that X cnn wish to 
meet you?” Yhinoas felb at  8 4 1 ~  mornonl; tlrnt 
the fig11 ting oe dl duel would bo destructivo to n11 
his political hopes. Few Englishmen  iìght duols 
in  these daya. They who do so n m  altvnys 
Peckoned to be fools. An4 n duel botwcen l~ im 
nnd Lord Brontford’s son mmt, ns he t l~o~rgl~ t ,  
sepnrate him ftqom Violat, €rom Lady Ltlurn, 
from Lord Urentford, and from liis 1)orongll. 
But yet how could ha rcfuso ? LcTYJlnt IIWC 
you to think of, ßir, when auch an offor n8 tlmt  is 
mnde to you P ”  snid thc  flc~y-rod lord,  
‘[I hnvc to  think ~vvhcthor I lmva courrcga 

cnougl~ to  rofwc to mnka mysolf nn nm.” 
POLI my you do not wish ta havo EL. riot. 

I’hnt is your way EO cscnp  what you call--n 
riot. l1 

‘‘ You want to bully me, Chiltern,” 
L‘ No, sir. I simply want  this,  that you ~llould 

cave me whom you fmnd me, and not  intorfara 
vith thnt which you havo long known I claim 
1s my own,” 

6 But it is not yow ovn.” 
Then you can only flgilt ma,” 
You 11nd bcttar send some friend to rno, and 

: will nam0 s o m  one,. whom h o  shrill mect.” 
Of course I: will do tbnt if I hnvc yonrprom- 

se to moet rn~. Wc can bo i n  Belgium in an 
hour or two, nnd  back again in n fow moro 
hours ; that is, any one of us w110 may cl~nnca 
to be alive.” 
“I .\.vil1 8dQct rt friand, and will t ~ I 1  

ovary thing, and will thon do as lm bids mo.” 
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LcYcs-some old steady-going buffer. Mr. 
Kennedy, perhaps.” 

It will certainly  not be Mr. Ihnnedy. I 
shall probably ask Laurence  Fitzgibbon  to  man- 
age for me  in such an affair.” 

‘c  Perhnps you will see him at once  then, so 
tha t  Colcpcpper may arrange  with  him  this after- 
noon. And  let mc assure you, Mr.  Finn,  that 
there ivill be n meeting between us in some 
fashion,  let the ideas of your friend  Mr.  Fitzgib- 
bon be what they may.” Thcn Lord Chiltern 
purposed to go, but  turned  again as he was going. 

And rcrncmber this,” he said, my  complaint 
is  thnt you bava bccn false to  me-damnably 
false ; not  that pou llave fallcn in  love with  this 
young lady OP mith that.” Then the fiery-red 
lord opcned tho door for himself and took  liis 

Phinens, as soon as he was alone,  walked down 
to the I-Iouse, n t  which there was an  cnrly  sitting. 
As he went tllere was one great  question  which 
h u  hrtd to scttle  with himself-Was there any 
justice  in tho charge lnadc against  him  that he 
Ilad bccn false to bis €riend? When he had 
thought o v w  ehe mnttcr  at Snulsby, after  rush- 
i n g  down thcre  thnt he might  throw himself 
nt  Violct’s fcct, he had assured himself that 
such n lcltcr as that which ha rcsolved  to 
write to Lord Chiltern would bc cvcn chival- 
rous in  its absolute honesty. IIe would tell liis 
purposc to Lord  Clliltcrn  the  moment  that  bis 
11urposc was formed, and wodd aftcrward 
sponk of Lord Chiltcrn behind his back as one 
clcm Piond should speak of another. Had Miss 
Effinghnm  shown tho sligl~test  intption of RC- 
ccpting Loid Chiltem’s offcr, ha would ham m- 
lcnowlcclgcd to himsclfthnt the circumstances of 
his  podion mndo it inq~ossible that bc should, 
with honol; become l& friend’s rival. But  was 
ho to ho dobnrrccl €orever h m  gctting  thnt 
which l m  wanted Lccnuse Lord Chiltcrn  wnntcd 
i t  nlso-lmowing, as ho clid so well, that Loyd 
Chiltcrn could not  get thc thingrvllicl1 he wltntcd ? 
All illis h n t 2  boen quito sumcicnt  for  him nt 
Snuld,y, Dut  now the chnrgc against hin1 that 
ho h t l  boen fdse to  11% hicnd rung in his oars 
nncl m1rdo him unhnppy. It certainly wni true 
tllnt Lord Cl~iltcrn Ilad not given up his hopes, 
and tllttt ho lm1 spokcn probaldy more openly 
to l'binons rc~l~actiug thorn tlrnn 110 lind done to 
any otlmr hnman boing. If it was true that lm 
lind bcon ftll8o, t l m  ho must comply with any 
rcquieition  wlricl~ Lord Chiltern  might make, 
ellort or volnntnrily giving tip the Indy, 110 
must fight if ho  woro asked to do so, even though 
Aglltirtg wcro bis ruin. 

Whcn ngnin in the IToum ycstcrdny’s sccnc 
cnmo bnck upon him,’and more  than  one man , cnmc  to  him congrntulltting him. inr. Monk 
took Ili8 hand nnd Apoke n word to him. The 
old l?mnicr noclclcd to him. Mr. GrosLam 
grootod ]tim ; nncl Plmtngcnet  Palliser openly 
told him thnt h o  had mado n good speech. BOW 
swc.ot .vvotdil n11 t h i s  hnvo bccn bad  thora  not 
Ixxm cvar at his Imr t  tho  romcmbrmnce of his 
torritilo diflìculty-tho consciousness thnt ho was 
ztl.pnt 10 bo forced into nn absurdity  which 
WOIIM l ~ t r ,  nn end ta n11 this s\vcetness. Why 
wvn~ tha world in England BO sovero ngninst 
cluolling ? After all, n8 ha r a g ~ d e d  the  mntter 
now, a duc1 might bo tho best way, nay, the 
only wvny, out; of a diaculty. If bo might only 

aepnrture. 
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intended to do,  ho had not any idea ; but he im 
agined  that he should soon hcar something o 

tern should say a word to Lady Laura of who 
had occurred, or to any other person i n  th 

l her brother from Lady Laura. That  Lord Chi1 

II world, he  did not in the least suspect. Tber 
1 could be no man more likcly to be  reticent i 
1 such matters  than  Lord Chiltern, or more sur 
i to be guided by an almost exaggerated sens 
I of what honor required of him. Nor  did h 
,,, . . doubt the discretion of his  friend Titzzaibbon- 
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if only his friend  might not damage t ie  secre 
by being  too discreet. Of the silence of the doc 
tor and the captain he was by no means equrtll: 
sure ; but even though they should gossip, t h  
gossiping mould take so long n time in oozini 
ou t  and becoming recognized information, as t1 
hme lost much of its power for  injuring him 
Were Lady Laurn  to hear at  this marnent tha 
he  had been over to Belgium, nnd hac1 fought I 
duel with Lord Chiltern respecting Violet, s111 
mould probably feel herself obliged to  quarre 
with him ; but no such obIigation would rest 01 
her if, i n  the course of six or nine months, shc 
should gradually have become aware thnt suc1 

Lord Chiltern, duriag their interview at th 
rooms in Great Marlborough Street, had said 1 

mord to him about the seat in Parliament ; har 
expressed some opinion that as he, Phinens Finn 
was interfering mith thc vieros of the Standisl 
family in regard to Miss Effingham, he ough 
not  to keep the  Standish seat, which had beel 
conferred upon him in ignorance of any snch i n  
tended interference. Phineas, as ho though 
of this, could not remember Lord Ghiltcrn'E 
words, but  there mas present to him an idea tlm 
such had been thoir purport. Was he bound, i r  
circumstances as they now existed, to give UI 
Longhton ? He made up Iris mind  that he wnt 
not  so b o n d  unless Lord  Chiltcrn should do. 
mand from  him that he should do so ; but, never. 
theless, he  was uneasy ín his position. It was quitt 
true that  the  seat now was his for this session b2 
all pariiamentary Iaw, even though tha electort 
themselves nlight wish to be rid of him, and  tba 
Lord Brentford couId n o t  even open his mout1 
upon the  matter in n tone moreloud than  thntofr 
whisper. But Phineas, f eehg  that he hnd con. 
sented to accept the favor of a corrupt S C R ~  fron: 
Lord Brentford, f@ also that hc was bound t c  
give up the spoiI if it were demanded from him. 
I€ it were demanded from him, either by thc 
father  or the son, i t  should be given up nt once. 

On tho following morning he found ft leacling 
Article in the People's Banner devoted solely to  
himself. L'D~ring the late debatte," so ran a 
passngc ia the leading article - Mr. Fi~ln,  
Lord Brentford's Irish nominee for his packct- 
borough at Loughton, did nt last manage to  
stand' on his legs and open his mouth. IE wc 
are not  mistaken, this is &ir, Finn's third session 
in  Padiament, and hilherto he has been unabla 
to articulate  three sentences, tlmugli ho Ixns on 
more than one occasion made the attempt. Xor 
what special merit  this young man has bee11 80- 
h t e d  for nristocratic patronage v e  d6 not knovv, 
but  that tllere must be some merit recognizable by 
aristocratic eyes, wo surmise. Thrce years ago 
he W W  a raw young Irishman, living h London 
8s Irishmen only know how to live, earning 
nothing, and apparently  without means ; and 

, an encounter  had taken place. 

then suddenly ho burst  out as a member of Par- 
liament and as the friend of Cabinet Ministers. 
The possession  of one good gift must be acceded 
to  the honorable member for Loughton-he is a 
handsome young man,  and looks to be as strong 
as a coal-po~ter. Can  it be that his promotion 
has sprung from this? Be this ns it may, we 
should like to know Tvhere he lias beon during 
his late mysterious absence from Pnrlinment, 
and in what way he  came by the wonnd in  his 
arm. Even handsome young members of Pm- 
linment, fêted by titled ladios and their rich 
lords, are amenable to  the lnws-to the laws of 
this country, and to the laws of any otllor which , 
i t  may  suit  them  to visit for amhilel" 

6 'Infanlous scoundrel !I' said Phineas to hin- 
self, ns he read this. t ' Vile, low, disreputable 
blackguasd I" I t  was clcnr enough, howcvcr, 
that Qnintus Slide had found  out something of 
his secret. If so, his only Ilope wo~zld rast on 
the fact that his friends wero noiì likcly to  seg 
the columns of the People's Banner. 

__t__ 

CIIZAPTER XXXUI. 
L A D P  L A U R A  IB T O L D .  

BY t110 time tllat Mr. Mildmay% grent bill was 
going into oommittea Phineas was able to rnovu 
about London incomfort-with bis arm, l~owovo~; 
stil1 in u sling. Tbera had been nothing more 
about him nnd his wouncl in tho Pegde's  Bannol; 
and 110 was beginning to hope that tllnt nuisnncc 
would also be allowed to dio a\.vay. 110 llnd 
geen Lady L ~ w ,  having dined in  Gromanor 
Place, wllcro ha bnd boen petted to Iliß llcnllt's 
content. €Xis dinner had 'Iscon cut up €or him, 
and bis wound hnd been trcatod with the tendar- 
est sympathy. And, singular to my, 110 qua& 
tions were asked. 1% had bean t o  Xcnt and 
hnd coma by nn Rccident, No moro than that; 
was told, and his dear sympnthixing fricznds WCVC 
content to reeeive ao much informntion, and to 
ask for no more. But ho hall not a8 yeh mon 
Violet; Effingham, and he was bcginning to think 
that this romance about Violet might 11s wc11 bo 
brought to  a close. I-Icbndnot, howcvcr, ns yot 
becn able t o  go into crowdcd roorn~, and unlass 
he want out to large parties I10 could not bo sura 
;Ilnt h o  would moot Miss Efllnghnm, 

A t  last ha resolved that lie woul¿l toll Lndy 
Laura t110 WllOXC truth-not tho t1*utl1 about tho 
luel, but t h o  truth about Violet Bílîugharn-and 
Lsk for her assistance. When mnking this ros- 
Antian, I think thnt ha must bnve forgotton 
nach  that 110 had loarnod of his fricncl's c lw-  
t c t w  ; nnd by mnking it, I think that hc sl~owod 
h o  that ho had not leamxl as much 8 8  hit; op- 
)ortunities might Imvo tanglth him, Ho know 
iadg Lnnra's obstinacy of purpose, ho know llcr 
levohkm to l1or brothor, and l m  knew n1r;o how 
Losirous s110 hnd becn that her brothor d ~ o n l d  
vin Violet Efingham far himself. This knowl- 

cdge shonld, 1: think, hnvo sufficod to  how him 
how irnp~obable 'ie was that Lady  Lnurn should 
nssist him in liis snterprisc. Bnt buyand rill 
this WRS t110 fnck-n fnct ns to tho consoqmncca 
of which Fhincas himself wns clltiraly blind, 
bQaLltlcifuixlly ignorant-thnt Lady Lnura I~ad onco 
condescsndod t o  love hjmsolf. Nay, s110 had 
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gone farther  than this, and had ventured  to tell 
him, even after her marriage, that  the  remem- 
brance of some fecling thnt  had once dwelt in 
her heart  in regmd to him was still R danger  to 
her. She lind warned him from Loughlinter, 
and  then  had received him in London, and now 
he selccted her ns his confidante in this love af- 
fair ! Had he not bcen beautifully ignorant;, and 
most modestly blind, he would surely have  placed 
his conddence elsewherc. 

I t  was not  that  Lady Laurn Kennedy ever 
confycd to herself tho existence o€ n ’vicious 
passion. She had, indeed, learned  to tell her- 
self thnt sho could not love her husband; and 
once, in tho excitement of such silent  announce- 
ments to hersclf, she hnd aslred herself whether 
her hcnrt way quite  a blank, and had answered 
hcrself by desiring Phineas  Finn to absent  him- 
self from Loughlinter. During all the subse- 
quent winter she had scourged herself inwardly 
for lier own imprudence, ber quitc unnecessary 
folly in so doing. What I could not dle,’Laurn 
Standish, who from her enrlicst years of girlish 
womanhood l u d  resolved thnt slm would use the 
world as mon use it, nnd not ns women do- 
could not s110 havo fclt  the  slight shock of n 
passing tonderness Tor a hnndsoma vhtth with- 
out allowing the Fccling to bo n rock’before her, 
big cnough nnd sharp cnough for tllc clcstruc- 
tion of‘ hor entiro bark? Could not s110 com- 
mand, if no t  her heart,  nt nny rate her mind, so 
that sho mighb safely assure hcrself that, whoth- 
or this man or any  man was hero or there,  her 
course would be unaltered ? What though 
Pllinans Finn had baen in  the sanle house with 
her throughoat n11 tho winter, could not she havo 
so livod with him on torrns of friendship that 
ovcry dccd and word and look of hor friendship 
might havo been open to Ilor husband, or open 
to dl  tllc world?  She could havo done so. 
Sho told hersolf thnt that was not, necd not hnvo 
boon, her great; cnlarnity. Whethcr she could 
entluro the doll, monotonous contvol of llcr slow 
but iml~ariou~ lord, or whcchcr she must  not rnth- 
er toll hirn tllnt i t  \me not  to bo enduwd-thnt 
mas hor trouble. So sho told hersclf, and  ngain 
ndmitf:ocl l’l~inoaa t,o hor intimacy  in  London. 
Brit, nevartl~closs, i’llincns, had bo not bccn beau- 
tifully ignorant, ancl  most blind to his awn 
nchiovcrncnts, WQUICI not llave expected from 
Lady T,n~u+a IConnody assistanco with Miss Vi?- 
lot kMiughnm. 

l’llinar~s knew wvhcn to find Lady Lnurn dona, 
nnd 110 carno upon lmr onc clay nt; the fnvornblo 
honr. T I I O  two fhst clauses OP tho bjll l~ad been 
I ~ R C C I  after twenty fights and ondloss divisions. 
Two pointe lud bcon settlod, as to wl~lch, how- 
ovor, Mr. Grc~llnm liad boon driven to givc WRY 
SO fnr nlld to yicld 80 mucl] tlmt men dcclared 
that such n Z)ill ns tlla Govcl*nmcnt could con- 
sont to cnll its own coulcl nover be passed  by that 
]C’nrlinmont i n  thnt scssion. Iinmcdiataly on 
his ontranco into  hcr room 3(;ndg Laurn bogan 
about tho third clnrxso. WOllld thc Housa Iet 
Mr;G-roshsm havo his way about the-? Phin- 
CILS Rtoppcd l m  ‘nt once. My clcnr f~~iend,” 
ho micl, I hnvc cornß to  you in n privato troub- 
lo, and I want you to drop politics for  half  an 
hour. X bava como to yo11 for help.” 

U A privato tronlJa, Mr. Finn 1 Is i t  seri- 
O U S ? ”  

“It  is very wyio11g, but ia is no trouble of t h  
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kind of which you are  thinking. But it is sori- 
011s enough to take up every thought.” 

is a different thing.” 

Mr. Finn. Do you not know it ?‘r 
YOU have been very kind to me.?? 
And so wodd Mr. Kennedy.', 

“ Mr. ICenncdy can not help me here.” 
“What is  it, Mr. Finn ?’j 

“I suppose I may a8 well tell yon at once, in 
phin  language. . I do not know how to put mv 
story into words that slln11 ,fit it. I love vio& 
Effingham.  Will you help me to win her to be 
my wife ?” 
(‘You love Violet Effingham !’’ said  Lady 

Laurn. And as she spoke tho look of her coun- 
tenance  toward  him was so changed  that  he be- 
came at once aware that from ller no assistance 
might be expected, His eyes were not opened 
in  any degree to  the second reason above given 
for Lady Laura’s opposition to  his wishes! but bo 
instantly perceived that  she mould still cling to 
that destination of Violet’s hand which Ilad for 
years past been the favorito scheme of her life. 
‘‘ T-Inve you not always known, Mr. Finn, what 
hnve been our hopes  for Violet?” 

Phinoas,  though he hnd perceived his mistake, 
felt  that ho must go on with his cause. Lady 
Lamra must know  hig wishes sooner or later, 
and i t  !vas as well that ehe should  learn  them in  
this ‘way as in  any other. ‘“Yes ; but I ham 
Itnown, also, from your brother’s own lips-and 
indeed from yours also, Lady Laura --that 
ChiItcrn has been throe times refusod by Miss 
Effingham.” 

What does thnt  mattcr? Do men never 
nsk more than  thrcc times ?” 

And must I be clebarmil forever while ho 
prosccutcs a hopeless suit q’’ 

‘(Why SO, Lady Laura?” 
“Because in  this  matter you hava been his 

chosen fricnd, and mine. We hwe told you 
ovcry thing,  trusting to .you. We havo  believed’ 
in  you^ honor. Wc havo thought  that with you, 
nt any r t c ,  wc were safe.7t These words were 
very bither to Phineas, and yet when he hnd 
written his lettcr ali Lodghton hc had intended 
tQ be 60 perfectly honest, chivalrously hOn@St! 
Now Lady Laura spoke to him and looked nt 
him ns though he had been most basely  falso, 
most untrne  to  that noblo friendship  which had 
been lavished upon him by all her family. Ire 
f& that be would  becomo the prey of her most 
injurious thoughts unless he codd fully explain 
]lis ideas, and he  fdt, RISO, that  the circttm- 
stances did not,admit of his oxplaining them, 
ETC could not tnkc 2113 the  argument  on Violet’s 
side, nnd sl~otv how ttnfnir i t  would be to her 
thnt she should bo debarred from  the hornaga 
due to her by any  man who really loved her, be- 
cnuso Lord CHiltern chose to think  that lle Still 
had n claim, or nt any  rate a chance. Anit 
phineas knew wc11  of  himself-or thought that 
110 know well-that h o  would h’ot havo interfered 
had thoro becn  any  chance for Zord ChilCern. 
L o ~ d  Chiltorn hnd himself told him more than 
Oncc that  thcre was no such chance. HOW WS 
110 to explain all this ta Lady Laura? ‘bMrd 
Finn,” said ~ n d y  ~ a u ~ a ,  ‘ 4  I can  hardly bqliove 

‘‘ Can I help yon ?’f  
“ h l e e d  you can. Whether you will  or no 

“1 would help you in any thing  in my power, 

“Yes, you of all YllC11.” 

. 



this of you, even when you tell i t  me your. 
self. I’ 

L C  Listen to me, Lady Laurn, for a moment,” 
‘‘ Certainly, I mill listen. But  thnt yoc 

should come to me for assistance ! I can no 
llnderstnnd it. Men sometimes become harde] 
than stones.” 
“I do not think that I am hard.” Poor blini 

fool ! Be was still  thinking only of Violet, ani 
of the accusation made ngainst him that he wat 
untrue  to  his  friendship for Lord Chiltern. Of 
that  other  accusation *which could not be ex- 
pressed in open words he understood notlliw- 
nothing  at all as yet. 

‘ c  Hard and false, capable of receiving no ìm. 
pression beyond the outside husk of the hemt.” 

U 011, Lady Laura, do not say that. If YOU 
could only know how true I am in my afkCti0n 
for you all.” 

(‘And how do you show it ? By coming i11 
between O s d d  and the only means  thnt arc 
open to us of reconciling him to his fntlior- 
means  that have been explained to you exactly 
m though you had been one of oursclvcs. os- 
wald has treated you as B brother in  the  matter, 
telling you every thing, and this is the “ay you 
would repay him for his confidence !” 

(6 Cnn I help it, that I have learned to ZOVC 
this girl?” 

‘(Yes, sir, you c m  help it. Whnt if she Izad 
been Oswald’s  wife-would YOU bave loved he1 
then? Do you speak of loving a woman as if ir 
were an afair of fate, over wllich YOU have no 
Control? I doubt whct11er your passions are SO 
strong as that. You 11nd better pnt aside your 
Iove for Miss Eflìngham. I feel assured thnt it 
mill never hurt i011.~~ Then some remmbrance 
of what had passed between him and Lady 
Laura Stanclish near the falls of the Linter, when 
he first visited Scotland, came, across his mind. 
6 6  Believe me,” she said wit11 a smile, c L this little 
wound in your heart will soon be curcd.” 

I-Ie stood silent bcfoorc her, looking away from 
her, thinking over it all. E e  certainly had be- 
Iieved himself to be violently in love with Lady 
Lnnra, and yet when he had jus t  now entered 
her drawing-room, he lind almost forgotten that 
there lmd bcen such n passage in Ikis Mc. And 
he had believcd that  she  had  forgotten it, even 
though sllc had counseled him not to come to 
Loughlinter mithin the hst  nine months ! I-Io 
had been n boy than, nud l ~ n d  not known him- 
self; but now hc was a mm, nnd was proud of 
the intensity of his love. Tllera cnme upon 
him some passing throb of pain from his slwal- 
der,  reminding him of tllc dnel, and ho wns 
proud also of ha t .  1% hacl bccn  wilting to 
risk every thing-lifc,  prospects, and position- 
sooner than abandon the slight hope which m s  
his of  possessing Violet Effinghiim. And now 
he wns told that this wound in his heart would 

’ soon be cured,  and  vas told so by n woman t o  
whom he had once sung a. song of anothcr pns- 
sion. I t  is very hnrd to nnmwnwornnn  in  such 
circumstances, becausa hor womnnhood gives 
her so strong a ground OP vnntngo! Lady 
Laura might  venture to throw in his tceth t110 
fickleness of his heart, but he could not i n  roply 
tell hcr that  to  chango a love was botter than to 
mnrrg  without  lom, that to hs capable of snch. 
a change showed no such inferiority of nature 
as did the cnpacity for such a marriage. Sho 

could hit  him with her argument ; but  he could 
only remember his, and  think how violent might 
be the blow he could inflict, if  it were not thab 
slle were a woman, anil  therefore guarded. 
‘ C  You will not help me then ?” he said, when 
they  had both been silcnt for awhilc. 

t (  Ilclp you ? 1 3 0 ~  should I llelp you?” 
“1 wanted no other llelp than this-thnt I 

might havo had an  opportunity of meeting  Yio- 
let here, and of getting from her some answer.” 

‘ 6  Has the question then newr bean asltcd al- 
ready?”  said Lady Laura. To this Phincas 
marle no  immediate reply. There was no rea- 
son why he should show his wllole lland to an 
adversmy. ‘c Why do you not go to Lady 
Baldock’s bousc ?” continued Lady Lnura. 
c ‘  You arc admitted there. You know Lady 
Baldock. Go and ask hcr to strtnd yoni. friend 
with her niece. See what she will st~y to you. 
As far 8s I unclerstnnd these mattcrti, that  is 
tho fuir, honorable, open way in which gcntle-. 
men arc wont to mako tllcir owrtures.” 
“1  odd malte rnme to none but  t o  hcrself,” 

said Pllinoas. 
“Tllen why have you mndc it to me, sir P” 

demanded Lady Laura. 
‘c I have corno to yon ns I would to my 

sistc~*.’’ 
‘L Your sister ? Psha ! I am not your sister, 

Mr. Pinn. Nor, mere I SO, sllould I fail to re- 
member, that I lmvc a dearer brother to tvbom 
my faith is plcdgcd. Look hcrc. Within tllc 
Inst tl~ree weeks Oswnld has sncrificcd cvcry 
thing to his father, bccanse 110 WLLS determincd 
that Mr. ICcnncdJr should llave the rnoncy w4ich 
he thougllt WS duc to my husband, 1x0 Ilas 
onablcd my father to do wlmt ha will with Sauls- 
by. Palm will novcr hurt him ; I know tlmt. 
IIard t u  pnpn is with him, he will mvcr hurt 
Oswald’s future position. Pnpn is too p m ~ d  to 
do that.  Violet I I ~ P  heard what Ostvnld h a  
done ; and now tlmt ha l m  nothing of his awn 
to offw her for t b  future  but his baro titlo, now 
thnt  he 11t35 given pnlm power ta do wllnt 110 
will with the property, I bclicve that slle would 
accept him  instantly,  That is llcr diHpoNition.” 

Pilinens again  pt~uscd n momcnt bcl’urc 110 
replictl. c c  Lct him try,’) 110 said. 

‘ I  130 is a ~ a y ,  in IJrusscls,” 
‘‘ Scncl to hirn, and bid llirn raturn. I will lm 

patient, Zndy Lanra. Lct llirrl cotnc ancl try, 
and 1 will birlo my timo. I confess thnt J. lrnva 
110 right to interfobra with hiln if thoro bo II 
Alanca €oor him. If thoro is 110 clmvx, my 
:ight i s  as good as tlmt of nny ot11cr.” 

Thero wns somctlling in this  wl~icll nmlu Lady 
L~LUXL feel thnt she could not maintain 11cr 110s- 
dity against this man on bohalC of har brotl~or ; 
tnil yet  she caulcl not form barself ta bo o~llcr 
;han llosLiIc to him. IIer llcart was  om, nnd i t  
xns he that hu l  lnndu i t  NOI‘O, S110 Ilad lcchred 
lerself, schooling l~arsolf with mental saclrclotlk 
~ n d  ashes, rel~ukinghcrself with hcnvicst cemXro8 
‘rom day to day, bccatrso she hac1 found lmwXf 
o be in dangcr of rcgarding this rnnn n i th  n 
~arilous lova ; and s110 lind boon constant in Illis 
vork af pcnnnce till BIIG l1nd bean nblo to  nsmro 
~orsclf thn t  tho snckclotll and nalm lmd clona 
heir worl~, nncl tbat; t h o  dangol* was ] m b .  X 
iko him still and love him ~011,” sho fml said 
o harscl€ with something almost of triumph, 
L but I havo coasad to think of 1lirn.a~ one who 
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migkt  have  been my lover.” And yet she was 
now sick  and sore, almost beside herself with the 
agony of the  wound, because this man whom she 
had been nble to throw aside from her  heart 
llad also been able so to throw  her  aside. And 
she felt hcrsclf constrained to rebuke him with 
whnt  bitterest words s110 might use. She had 
fclt  it cnsy to do this nt first, on her brother’s 
score. She had accused him of treachery to 
his  friendship,  both as to Oswald and as to her- 
self. On  that she could say cutting  words  with- 
out  subjecting  herself to suspici011 even from 
llerself. But now this power was taken away 
from her, and still she wished to  wound  him. 
She desired t o  taunt  him with his old ficlrleness, 
and  yet  to subject herself to no imputation. 
“Youl* right !” she said. “What  gives you any 
right  in  the  matter P’‘ 
“ Simply  the  right of a ftLir ficld, and no fn- 

vor.’’ 
“Ancl yet you come to me for fwor-to me, 

bacatlso X am her friend. You c m  not win her 
yourself,  and chink I may help pou. X: c10 not 
believe in your love for her. There I If there 
WCYC no other r~rtson, ancl I uoulcl help you, I 
w~ulcl not, because I think  your ] m u t  i s  n shnm 
hemt. 8110 is pretty,  nnd lins money-” 

‘( Lady L a u r a  !” 
c c  Sha is pretty, nnd hm money, and is the 

fmhion. I do not  wonder  thnt  you should wish 
to 11nw hor. But, Mr. Finn, I believe that Os- 
wnld rotally loves her-nnd that you do not. EIIS 
nnturo is deeper  than yours.” 
1% undersbood it all now as h a  l?stencd to the 

tone of her VO~CG, and looked into the lines of 
hcr facc. There was written  there  plninly 
enough t l ~ n t  spre&e ilzjzcria j b m m  of which she 
horself \vas conBcious, but only conscious. Even 
his cyos, blind tts he hail been, tver@ opened, n ~ ~ d  
Il0 k11cw that be hnd beo11 n fool. 

‘ L  S nm sorry that I came to you,” he said. 
It would hnvc hcon botter that you slloultl 

( E  And yet pcrl~nps i t  is wall that thcre sllonlcl 

(‘ Of. cowso 1 must tell  my  brother.” 
ITc prcused but for n moment, and  tlmnho m- 

sword l ~ u r  wich a shnrp voice, ‘‘ ETG llas been 
told * ” 

not llavc duna so,” s110 replied. 

bo no IniHundcrstnnding bctwecn us.” 

‘6 And who told him 7“ 
C‘Z did. 3c wrote ta him tltc  moment  that I 

know my own mind. Iowcd it to him to  do SO. 
h l ;  my lottar missed him, acid 110 only lenrned 
it tho other day,” 

6 4  IIttvo you me him sinca ?” 
U YCS, T I w o  mon him.” 
‘LAnS wllne dill hc say? IIow did he tnko 

it ? Ilid ho bcm it from you quietly 7’‘ 
“No, inclco4 ;t1 nnd Phincas  smilod as he 

spoko. 
‘ 6  r,7all mo, Mr. Zinn, ~ l l a t  happcned? l?ht 

is to ho dona?” 
4 ~ o t ; l ~ i n g  is t o  bo dono. Every thing has been 

donc. I. mt~y fl8 Woll toll you all. I nm sure 
thnt for  tho Rnkc of me, ns ~rell as of yonr  broth- 
er, you will kea!) aur socrot. H e  required thnt 1 
Bhou1A cithor  give up my suif or illat 1 ShO~ld- 
iiglxt ]lim. As T. could not comply with the  one 
requast, .X found mysclf bound to comply with 
tho 0i;tior.’’ 

U And thoro hns boon R duel?” 
U YGB, them Ilas boon n dud. wß went 0 ~ 1 ’  

to Belgium,  and i t  was soon settled. He vound- 
ed me herc in tho arm 

“ Suppose you had killed him, Mr. Finn P” 
“ That, Lady Laura, would have been a mis- 

fortuhe so terrible  that I was bound to prevent 
it.” Thon he paused again, regretting what he 
Ilad said. “You have snrprised me, Lady 
Laum, into an answer that I should not haye 
made. I may  be sure, may I not, that my 
words will  not go beyond yourse1f?” 

c‘ Yes, you may be sure of that.” Tllis she 
said plaintively,  with n tone of voice and de- 
meanor of body altogether  different from that 
which she  lately bore. Neither of them k1le-q 
mhnt \.vas taking  place  between them; but she 
\vas, in  truth,  grndually  submitting herself ngnin 
to  this man’s influence. Though she rebuked 
him nt every turn  for  what  he  snid, for what he 
lind done, for  what  he proposed to do, still she 
conlcl not  teach herself to despise him, 01’ even to 
cense to love hiti for any  part of it. She knew 
it  n11 now, escept that word or  two  which  had 
passed between Violet  and  Phineas  in  the ricles 
of S d s b y  Park. But she suspected something 
even of that, feeling sure that   the only matter 
on which Pllincas would say nothing would be 
that of his own success, if success there Ilad been. 

And so you and Oswald havo  qunrrclcd,  nnd 
Qore has been n duel. Thnt ia w b y ~ o u  were 
a1vny 7 ” 

( (  Thnt is why I was nwny.” 
‘ 6  Isow wrong of you, how very wrong! Had 

110 been-killed, how could you have looked us 
in the face ngnin?”~ 

c ‘  I could not have looked you in  t l ~ e  face 
%gain.” 
‘L But  that  is ovcr now. And were you friends 

Lfterwnrd ?’l 

L‘NO, rlle did not  part as friends. 13nving 
Tone there to fight  with him-most 11nwi1lingly- 
I: could not  afterward  promise  him that I would 
give up Miss Effinghnm. Yon say she will m- 
ccpt h i m  nom. Let  him como and try,” She 
Ilad nothing  farther to say, no atber  argument 
to use. There WRS the.sorencss at her haart still 
prasont; to her, making  hcr wretched, instigating 
hcr to l d t  him if she knew how to do SO, i n  
spite of her regard for him. But she felt tbat 
shc NM weak and powerless. She had shot 
arrows at  him, d l  but one-and if she used that, 
its roisonad point would wound  herself f m  moro 
surely than  it wonld touch bim. “The d w l  
Wn8 very silly,” 11c said. c POU will not speak 
of it,” 

t No ; ccrtninly  not.” 
I &ln glad at least that I havo told p u  CWrp 

c m  not halp yon.” 
“ And’ you will sag nothing  to  Violet f ”  

Every thing  that I cnn say in Oswsld’s ftb 
vor. I will sny nothing of the duel; but beyond 
that you haoc-no Tight to dcmand my secrecy 
with hor. Tes; you llnd botter go, Mr.  Pinn, 
for I am hrrrdly well, And remember this-If 
pou c m  forget  this  little  episode nbont Miss 
Effinghnm, so will I forgot it also, and so will 
Oswald. I can pramise for him.” Then slm 
smiled and gave him her hand, m¿l he vent. 

She rose from her chdr  ns he loft tho room, 
and wnited till she hond  the  sound of the grent 
door closing bohind him before she ngnin .sa 
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CHUTER XL. 
MADAME MAX GOESLER. 

DAY afccr day, and clause  after clause, the 
bill. was fought in  committee, and few men fought 
with more constnncy on thc side of tho Ministers 
thnn dicl the member for Loughton.  Troubled 
though  he tvw by his quarrel  with Lord Chiltcrn, 
by his love for Violet Effingham, by the silence 
of his friend Lady  ~aura--for.since hie had told 
her of tho duel she had become silent to him, 
never writing to him, and  hardly speaking to 
him when sho met  him in society-nevcrtheIess 
Phineas wns not so troubled  but  what ho could 
work at  his vocation. Now, whcn he would find 
himself upon his legs in  the House, he would 
wonder nt  tho hesitation vhich had latcly troub- 
led him so sorcly. I i c  would sit somctimev and 
spcculate upon that dimncss of eye, upon that 
tendency of things to go round, upon t8hat obtru- 
sive palpitation of heart,  which hnd nflictcd him 
so sorioudy for su long n timo. Tho Bouse now 

no mom to him than my othor chnmbcr, 
and the membots no more than  any other mon. 
11s guarded himself from orations, spct~king al- 
ways vcry shortly, beonusc be bolievod that policy 
and good judgment. require’d that ho ~ l l o ~ l d  bo 
short. But words were very 6tcsy to him, and110 
wouldfcel ns though he could talk  forever, And 
then quiokly‘cnme to him a reputation for prao- 
tical usefulness. 130 was a rnnn with Btrong 
opinions, who could yet bo submissive. And no 
mnn  sccmeci t o  know how his roputatint1 had 
come. 130 llnd mndc one good spaoch nftcr two 
c)r threo fniluros. All w110 know him, his whola 
party, l1ad bcan awnrc of his failure ; rind his 
me good speech lind bean rcgnrdcd by many 8s 
no very wondarfd effdrt. BUG ha was n mnn 
who wns plcasnnt to  othor men-not combntivd, 
not self-asserting boypand tlzg poinb at which mlf- 
nssertion ccnaes t o  be n nccessity of manlincss. 
Nhturo had beon vary good to him, making him 
cornoly inside and ont, ‘and with  this  cornclinus 
ho hhd cropt into popnlnrity, 

The sccret of the dnel wns, I think, nt tl~izl 
timo known to a grant many man ancl women. 
So Fhineas porcoived ; but it wnx not, lm tlmrght, 
known aitllcr to Lord Brantford or to Violoh 
Efingham. Ant1 in this  ho \ v m  rjgllt, No 
x m o r  of i t  llncl yct rcncircd hl10 cars of cithcr of 
;hese pcrsbns ; ntld J?,nrnor, though sho flios 80 
hst and so hr, is often duw in roaching tllouo 
m’s which wonlC2 bo most intercstod in hcr ti- 
lings. Bomß dim report or thu duel raachod awn 
Kr. Ronnody, and ho nslcad his wfeo, Who 
old yon P’ snid sho, sharply. 

Bontaen told MO that it; aortainly 80.” 
Mr. Buntcon nlwny8 knowe maro tlma any 

~ody also nbow avory thing bxacpt his own 
Iuxiness. ” 

I *  Than it  is not trrro P*’ 
Lady Lnurn pnusocl, and thon sha liod. ( r  OF 

ourse i t  is not trua. I should bo vcry sorry to 
(sk oithcr of thorn, but  to mb i t  soems to bo tho 
nost improbabla thing  inlifo.” ’Thon Mr. Xon- 
ady bcliovarl that tlloro had bcen no  duel. Tn 
is wife'ß ward he put absoluto fnit11, and ho 
hought; tltnt SIIO tvo~zfd ccrtninly know any thing 
hat her brothor hnd dona. As lm was a m m  
ívan to but  little discourm, 110 nvkcd  no fhrthor 
,yostions nbout the dnpl either in tho Xluuso oc 
ti tho clubs. 

f 
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At first Phineas had been greatly  dismayed 
when men had asked  him questions tending  to 
elicit from  him some explanation of the mystery ; 
bat'lvy degrees he became usad to it,  and  as  the 
tidings which had got abroad did uof; seem to 
injure him, and as the questionings were not 
pushed very closely, he became indifferent. 
There came  out  another  article  in the People's 
Banner in which Lord C-n and Mr. P-s F-n 
were spoken. of as glaring  examples of that 
aristocratic snobility-that was the expressive 
word coined, evidently with grent  delight,  for 
the occasion-which the rotten state of London 
society in high  quartcrs now produced. Here 
was B young lord, infamously notorious, quarrel- 
ling with one of his boon-companions whom he 
had appointed to a private  seat  in  the XIonse of 
Common$, fighting duels, breaking thelatvs, scan- 
dalizing the public-and all this was done with- 
out punisbment  to the guilty ! There were old 
storiefl bflont--so  said tho artrticle-of what  in 8 
former  century hnd been done by Lord Mohuns 
nnd Mr. Bests ; but now, in 186-, etc., etc., etc. 
Aud so tho  article went on. Any reader  may 
fill in wil~hout diWculty the concluding indig- 
nation and virtuous  appeal for reform in  socid 
morals BS wel1 as Parliament. But  Phineas I1nd 
so fnr progressed that he had  almost come to 
like this kind of thing. 

Certainly I think  that  the duel did him no 
]mm in society. Otherwise he mould hardly 
havo been nsked to a semi-political dinner at 
Lady Qlencorn Palliser's, even though he ,might 
have been invited to make one of t l~e  Ave hun- 
dred guests who were crowded into hor saloons 
nncl staircases after the  dinner was over. To have 
been one of the five hundred WRY nothing ; but 
to be one of the sixteen was R great denl--mas 
indccd so much that Phineas, not understmd- 
ing as yet  the ndvnntngc of his own comeliness, 
was nt n loss to conceive why so pleasant an 
honor \vas confcrred upon him. There was no 
man nmong the  eight men at the dinner-party 
not in  Pnrlinrncnt,  and  the  only other except 
Phincns  not nt;tuchcd to  the Govornment was 
MP. Pnlliscr's great friend, John Grcy, the mem- 

to be heaw * md there was the beauteous Mar- 
chioness <f 'Hartletop. Violet  Effingham was 
in the room also-giving Phineas a blow at the 
heart as he saw her smile. Might i t  be that he 
Could speak a word to  her  on  this  occasion? w. Grey had also brought his wife-and then 
there was Madame M R X  Goesler. Phineas 
found that it was his fortune  to take down to 
dinner-not Violet Effingharn, but Madame 
Max Goesler. And, when he WRS placed at 
dinner, on the other side of him there sat Lady 
Hartletop, who addressed the fern words which 
she spoke exclusively Mr. Paliiser.  There had 
been in former days matters difficult of arrange- 
ment between those two ; but I think  that those. 
old passages had nom been forgotten by them 
both. Fhmeas was therefore driven to depend 
exclusively on Maclame Max Goesler for conver- 
sation, and he found  that he was not called 
upon to cast his seed into  barren  ground. 
Up to that moment he had never  heard of 

Madame Max Goesler. Lady GIencora, in in- 
troducing them, had  pronounced  the  lady's 
name so clearly that he had  caught i t  with ac- 
curacy, but he could not sn~mise whence she 
Ilad corne) or why she TVRS there. She was a 
woman probab1,lv something owr thirty  years of 
age. She had'thick black hair, which she wore 
in curls-unlike any body else in the world--in 
curls which hung down low beneath her face, cov- 
ering, and perhaps intended to cover, a certain 
thinnks in  her cheeks which Would otfierwise 
have taken something from the charm of her 
countenance. Her eyes +ere large, of a dark 
blue color, and very bright, and she used them 
in a manner which is as yet hardly common 
with Englishwomen. She seemed to intcnd that 
you should know that she employed them to 
conquer you-looking RS a knight map hnvo 
looked in olden days who entered R chamher 
wit11 his sword drawn from the scabbnrd nnd in 
bis hand. Her forehead WRS broad and some- 
what low. Her nose was not classicnlly beauti- 
ful, being broader nt the nostrils  than  beauty 
required,  and, moreover, not perfectly stmjght 
in its line. €Ier lips were thin. Her teeth. 
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ftLr ns real life is concerned.  There’s  thnt clear 
good Bishop of Abingdon is the  best friend z 
llave in  the world, and as for t110 Bishop of Dor- 
chester, I’d walk from here to thcre to hear him 
prencll. And I’d sooner hem nprons for them 
all myself than  that they sl~oulcl want tiloso 
pretty decorations. Bat  then, Mr. Finn,  there is 
such a differcnca betwecu lik and tho0ry-i~ 
there  not P” 

tCAnd  i t  is so cornFortable to llnvo tbeories 
that one is not  bonnd to carry out,” snid Phin- 

‘ I  Isn’t i t ?  Mr. Palliscr, do you  livo up to 
your political theories ?” At; this  moment  Mr. 
palliser was sitbing perfccely sileut  bctwcen 
Lady  Hartletop  and  tho ~ L L ~ ~ C ’ S  clnnghtcr, nnd 
he gave R little spring in his clmir ns this sud- 
den address was mndo to  him. “Your ~[IOUSC 
of Commons theories, I mcnn, Mr. Pdliscr. 
Mr. Pinn is saying that  it  is  very me11 to  hava 
far-advanced ideas-ìt does not  matter how far 
nc~vanced--because one is nevcr  cnlled  lipon to 
act npon them practically.” 

( 6  T11n.t is n dnngcrous doctrino, 1 think,” anid 
Mr. Ynlliser. 

t (  But plensant-so at lenst Mr. Finn says.” 
( ‘ I t   i s   a t  lenst very common,” sni,¿l I-’i~inca~, 

not caring to protect  himself by n contradiction, 
‘I Bor myself, ’’ said Mr. Pallises,  gmvcly, c r I 

think I may su thnt I always am rct~lly  anxious 
to carry  into  practice  all  thoso doctrines of 
~olicy which I advocate in  tlzcory.” 

During this convarsntion Lndy Ilartletop #nt 
1s though  no \vord of it; reached lier C111’S. 811c 
lid not  understand Mndnmo Mr~x GocsIc~*, nnd 
)y no means loved her. Mr. l’nlliscr, tvbon ho 
~ n d  mnda his little  speech,  turncd to tho duke’s 
laughter ancl asked s o m  queslion about clla 
onservatories a t  Lonqroyston, 
‘‘ I hava eaIlec1 forth n word of widom,” said 

dadame Max Goodor, almost in a, whisper. 
Yes,” said Pllineas, ( 4  and, tnugl~b n Cabinct 

diniscor to believc thnt I am n most mlsou~~cl  
lolitician, You m y  11sva ruincd my prospccts 
or life, M~dnlvle Max Goosler. ” 

“Let me l~ope not. As far ns I c m  undor- 
tand the way of things in  your Govornmcnt, 
ho nspirnnts  to o%ce succeed chiolly by mnlc- 
ng thcmsclvcs uncommonly u n ~ ~ l c n s ~ u ~ t  t o  thosc 
VIIO are in  po\rcr. If d lnnn cull llit 11nrc1 
norrgll he is SIIYC to bo taken into t , l~u olyciiltm 
f the Treasury Bench-aot tlutt; lm nwy Ilil; 
‘thors,  but t l~at 110 may C C ~ G C  to  bit thoso wllo 
rc there. I don’t  think 331013 aro choson bo- 
auso  they nre useful.” 

WS.  

(‘You 81.0 vcry s o t w o  npon 11s nlla7’ 
‘tIndcorl, as far ns I can BOO, one man is as 

sefd 8s another. Rut to prit asilclc joking, they 
>l1 mo thal; pou are sum to bocorna n ministcr.” 
Phineas felt that he blashcd. Could it  bo that 

xoplo stkid of him  behind his bnck tlmt I10 TVIM 
L man  likcly  to rho high  in,  politiord Tosition? 
:‘Your informants  arc very kind,” ha rcplicd 
~wkwa1dly, “but I do not know w 1 1 0  thoy nrc, 
. sllnll navcr  gat up in  tho wtty yon dcscribc- 
hat; is, by nbusing the m m  X support.” 

Aftor tllnt AIndnma Mnx Gocdcr  turncd  romcl 
o Mr. Grey, who was Bitting on tho other aida of 
ter3 and  l-’hincns was lo f t  for II momcnt in Ai- 
cncc, Ire trjctl to say a word ‘EO Lady jtIark. 
op, but Lady J-Tnrtlotop only bowcd hor hond 
:rnccfully in mcognition or tho t r u ~ h  of t110 



statement  he made. So he applied himself for 

(‘What do you think of Miss Effìngllslm 2” 
said Madame Max Goesler, ngain  addressing 

¿ awhile to  his dinner. 

j’ 
+ him suddcnly. 

‘LWhat do I think  abont her?” 
“You know her, I suppose.” 

011 yes, X know her. She is closeIy connect- 
ed with the ICcnncdys, w110 arc friends of mine.’’ 

‘ L  So I lravc hcard. They tell mo that scores 
of men are  raving  about her. Are you  one of 
them 3’’ 
“ Ob y e s  ; I don’t mind being ono of sundry 

l SCOTCS. Therc is nothing  particular in owning 
to that.” 
“ Bu t you admire  her P’’ 
‘c OP CoIIrSe I do,” said Phincns. 
“Ah, 1 soc you arc joking. I do amazingly. 

They s t~y  momen nevcr do admire women, but I 
most sincorcly do admire Miss Effingham.” 

“Is sllc a friend of yours P l ’  

‘c Oh no ; I must not  dare to say so much ns 
that. I tvns with her Inst winter for a wcck nt 
Matching, and of course I mect her about nt 

most; indepcndcnt  girl I ever knew in  my lifc. 
I do  belicve thtLt nothing woulcl make hcr mar- 
ry n man unless she loved him ancl honored 
h ,  nnd I think  it  is so very seldon1 that you 
can  sny that of n girl.” 
“1 bolicvo so also,” said Phinens. Thon h o  

pauscd n moment beforo ho continued to speak. 
I can not say thnt T know Miss Effingham very 

intimately? btlt from what I have seen of her, l 
sllould think i t  very probable thnt she may  not 
marry nt all.” 

“Very probably,”snid Madama Max Goeslor, 
who illen ngnin turned  away to Mr. Grey. 

Ten minutes after this, whcn the moment I T ~ S  
jnst at 1Inncl in wllich tho Indics were to  rctrcat, 
Mndnmc Mas Gocsler again nddrcsscd Phincns, 
looking very Su11 into  his facc ns she did so. “I 
wonder whetller tllc timc will C V C ~  come, Mr. 
Finn,  in wllicll you will give me nn account of 
that d n f ~  jotlrncy to BlnnBenberg ? ’ j  

Pes, to Blankenborg. I am not asking for 
il now. nut  I sllnll loolt for it some day.)’ Then 
I;ndy Glcncorn rosc from l m  sent, anil Madamo 
Max Goeslcr wont out with tho othors. 

8 ,  people’s  houses. She seems to me to  be the 

4 L To 13lnnlrenbcrg !” 

i 
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Wrrm l1nd h4ndnmo Max Gocsler to do wit11 
l& jorrvnoy to  Ulnnltcnbcrg ? thought  Phincas, 

h o  sat for nwhilc in silcnco betwcon Mr. P n l -  
liser ancl Mr. Grey ; ancl wllg should she, w h o  
wag n perfect strnngcr to him, 11nvo clarcd to ask 
him  strclz n qaestion ? Dut ns tho convcrsation 
round tho tnblo, nftor tho ladies had  gone, soon 
driftacl into politics anil bccnma genornl, Phincas, 
for nwhilo, forgot Mntlnma Max Gocslcr and tllc 

t 
k 
t Blmlccnlxrg journoy, and listoncd to thß engel 
il words of Cahfnct Ministers, now and again ut- 

tcring a WONI OP liis own, and dlowing thtrt he, 
too, wns engor n8 othors. &It tho scssion i r  
Mr. Palliser’s dining-room tvns not long, ani 
I’hincns soon found himself making  his w n ~  
amid a tllronp of coming gucsts into tha roomt 

J 

tbove. E i s  object was to meet Violct Effing- 
lam, but, failing that, he wonld not bo unwilling 
0 say SL few more words to Madame Max 
3oesler. 

He first encountered Lady Laura, t o  whom 
le  had not spoken as yet, and, finding himself 
itanding close to hes for while, he aslred her 
Lfter his  late neighbor. c: Do tell me one thing, 
Lady Laura-who is Madame Max GoesIer, and 
xhy have I never met her before prr 
“ That \ví11 be WO things, Mr. $inn ; but I 

xi11 answer both questions as well 8s I can. YOU 
lave not met her before, because she Was in 
3ermany  last  spring and summer, and  in the 
rear before that you were not about 60 much as 
TOU have been since. Still you must have seen 
.ter, I think. She is the midom of an Austrian 
mnker, nnd has lived the greatcr  part of her 
ife nt Vienna. She is very rich,  and has a 
m n l l  house in Park Lane, where she receives 
?eo@ so exclusively that  it has come to be 
;honght an honor to be invited by Madame Max 
Soeslor. EIcr enemies sny that her father was a 
German Jew, living in  Englnnd,  in  the employ- 
rncnt  of tho  Viennese bankers, and they  say also 
that she has becn mnrried n second time to nn 
Austrian count, to whom she allows ever so 
much n year to stay amy fromher. But of all 
this nobody, I fancy, knows any thing. Whnt 
they do know is that Madame Mnx Goesler 
spends seven or eight thousand LZ pear, nnd that 
she will give no man  an opportunity of even 
asking hor to marry him. People tised to  be shy 
of  her,  but she goes almost cveryvherc now.” 

She has not been nt Portmnn Square?” 
4‘ Oh no ; but then Lady Glcncorn is so much 

more advanced  than wc are ! After d l ,  me are 
but humdrum people, as the world goes now. ’l 

Then Phineas began to roam about  tho rooms, 
;triving to find nn opyortunity of cngrossing fivo 
minutes of Miss BEnghnm’s attention.  During 
the time that Lncly Lnurn mns giving him the 
bistory of Madnme Mnx Goesler his eycs had 
wnndercd round, and 110 had pcrcoivcd Chat 
Violet vns stnnding i n  thc  ftuther  corner of a 
I n q p  lobby on to wl~icll  the  stairs opened, so 
situatcd, indeed, that she could l~ardly escape, 
bccnuso of thcincrensing crowd, but on that very 
nccount almost impossiblo to be reachod, Ho 
could sce, also, thnt she wns talking to Sord 
Fawn, an unmarried peer of something over 
thirty yenru o f  age, with an unrivalled pair of 
whiskers, n small estate, and a rising political 
reputation,  Lord Fawn lind been talking to 
Violet throng11 the whole clinacr, nnd Phineas 

beginning to think thnt he should like to 
mnke another journey to Blankenborg,  with  the 
abject of meeting his lordship on t h  sands. 
When Lady  aura had done speaking, his oyes 
more turned through n large open door-way 
toward the spot gn which Lis idol was standing. 
$ 6  It is of no use, m y  fricna,” she snid, touching 
his arm. U I ~vis11 I could make you know thnt 
it is of no  wc, hecause tben X think YOU would 
be hnppicr.” To thi8 Phineas  made no answer, 
bilt wcnt and ronrncd ahout the rooms, 
shonld i t  be of no use? Would  Violet Effing- 
Ilam marry m y  nlnn mercly because 110 W ~ S  a 
lord ? 

Some half-hour nftcr this he had s~ccccded  in 
mnking  his wvny up to the placo in which Violet 

still  standing, witl1LordBn.rvn besidehor. “I 
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have been making such a struggle to get to  you,! - 
he said. 

6‘ And now you are here, you mill have t 
stay, for i t  is impossible t o  get out,” she answer 
ed. “Lord Fawn has  made t h  attempt hal 
a dozen times, but  has failed  grievously.” 

I have been quite  contented,” said Lori 
Farvn--L~ more than contented.” 

Phineas felt that he ought to  give some specia 
rcaSOn to  Miss  Effingham t o  account for his d 
forts to reach her, but; yet he had  nothing specia 
to  say. Had Lord Pawn not been there, h 
would immediately have told her that he 
vaiting  for an answer to the question he lm 
asked her in Saulsby Park, but he could hard! 
do tbis in  presence of the noble Under-Secretar: 
of State. She received him with her pleasan 
genial smiie, looking exactly as shc  had lookec 
when he had parted from her on the morn in^ 
after their ride. She did not shov any sign Of 
anger, or even of indifference, at his approach 
But still it was almost necessary thnt he shoulc 
account for his search of her. ‘ I have so long 
ed to hem from you how you got on at Lough 
linter,” he said. 

C L  Yes-yes ; and I will tell you something o1 
î t  some day, perhaps. Why do you not come t1 
Lady Bnldock’s?” 

X did not even know that Lady Balldock tvo 
in  town.” 
“ You ought to  have known. Of course SII( 

is in town. Where did you suppose 1 .cvas liv 
ìng 3 Lord Pawn’ mas there yesterday, and cnl 
tell you that my nunt ia  quite blooming.” 

“Lady Baldock is bloo~ning,’~ said Lorc 
Fawn ; ‘‘ certainly blooming-thnt is, if ever. 
greens may be said to bloom.” 

Evergreens do bloom, as well as spring 
plants, Lord Pawn. You come and see bel; 
Mr, Pion only yon must h i n g  a little money 
with you for the Female Protestant Unmnrried 
Womcn’s Emigration Society. That is m) 
aunt’s prment hobby, as Lord Pawn knows t c  
his cos t. ’’ 
“I wish 1 may neycr spona half n sovereigr 

morse. ” 
“But  it is a perilous nffitir for me, as mJ 

nunt wants me t o  go out as n sort of lending 
Protestant  unmarried fcmnlc emigrant pionce1 
myself?.” 

“You don’t mean that,” said Lord FELVR, 
with much anxiety. 

b‘ Of course you’ll go,” said Phineas. ( 6  1 
should, if  I were you.” 
“I am in doubt,” said Violet. 
“ It is such agrand  prospcct,”said ho. ( t  Such 

an opening in  lifo. So much cxcitemcnt, you 
know ; and such R uscftd career.” 
“ As if them were not  plenty of opening hero 

for Miss Effinglmm,y~ said ~ o r d  ~n\v11, ‘C and 
pIenty of excitement.’J 

‘ L  DO YOU think there is ?’* said Violet. 4 ‘  You 
are mnch more civil than Mr. Finn, I must say.” 
Then Phincas began to hopo that he ncod not be 
afraid of Lord Fawn. 1‘ Whnt R happy man 
YOU were at dinner 1” continued Violet, address- 
ing herself to  Phineas. 
’‘I thought Lord Fnwn T V ~ S  tho happy mnn,” 
“Yon had Afadamc Max Goesler all to your- 

self for nearly two hours, and 3 suppose thero 
Was not n creature in the room who did not envy 
YOU. 1 don’t doubt  thnt ever so much  interest 

was made with Lady GIencora ns to tnking 
Marlame Max down to  dinner. Lord Fawn, I 
know, intrigued.” 

( 6  Miss Effingham, really I must - contradict 

“And Barrington Erle bcgged for i t  as a par- 
ticular favor. The duke, with n sigh, owned 
thnt it was impossible, becnusc of his cumbrous 
r d ; ;  and Mr. Grcshnm, when it tvns oflcrcd to 
him, declared that  he tvas fntigaed with the busi- 
ness of the Bouse, and  not 1111 to the occasion. 
IIow much  did she say to  you ; nnd what did 
she talk about P’’ 

The ballot chiefly-that, and mnnhood suf- 
frage.” 

C‘Ah! she sai4 something more than that, 1 
am sure. Madnme Mas Gocsler nevcr lets any 
m m  go without  entrancing  him. If you hnvc 
any thing near your heart, hlr.  Finn, MadrLme 
Max Gocslcr touched it, I nm sure.” Now 
Pl1incns I1ad two things ncnr his bcnrt, political 
promotion nncl Violet Effinglzam, and Madanlo 
Max Goesler hacl mnnnged to touch tllcrn both. 
She hnd asked him respecting his journey t o  
Blankenberg,  and  lind  touched him very llcnrly 
in reference to Miss EEnghnm. “You know 
Madame Max GoesIc~~, of COUTSC?~’  said Violct 
to Lord Pnwn. 

I L  Oh yes, 1 know thc Indy; that is, ns wc11 
as other pcoplc do. No one, I talco it, knows 
much of l m ;  ancl it secm to  me thnt thc world 
is becoming tired of her. A mystery is good for 
nothing ir it rcmains almnys n mystcry.” 

“And it is good for  nothing nt d1 wlm ir; is 
found out,” said Violet. 

And thcrcforc it is thnt Mndnmc Ilfax Gocs- 
Ier is n bore,” said Lord Fawn. 

c'Yeu did not find her n borc P’’ snid Violot. 
Thon Phincas, choosing to  opposc Lord Pawn 
ns well as he could on thnt matter, as on ovcry 
otller, dcclarcd that I10 11ad found Madama Max 
Qoesler most delightful. ‘I And beautiful, is 
she not 3” said Violet. 

you.’) 

Beautiful 1” exclaimed Lord B w n ,  
‘ I  X think her very benutifttl,” said 13inens. 

So do I,” snicl Violet.  And dm i8  n dcnr 
ally of minc. Wc wcrc n week togctllcr Inst 
vvintcr, and sworc an undying fricndsllip. Sho 
tolcl m0 evcr so much nbout Nr. GOCY~CT.” ‘‘ But SIN told you nothing of llar sccond l m -  
banil?’’ said Lord Brim. 

Now that yon llave run into scanclnl, J sl~all 
h n w  done,” said Violct, 

H n l f  an honr after this, wllcn Phincas wns 
mparing to  fight his way ont of tlm Ilonse, 110 
vas ngnin close to hirtdnrnc Max Gocslcr, 110 
1nd not found n singlc moment in which to n& 
Violet for an nnswcr to his old qnes th ,  and 
vas retiring from tho ficlcl cliscornIitcd, bnt not 
lispiritcd. Lord Bawn, ho  ~hot~gl l t ,  1;vas not  n 
wious obstaclo in  his wny. Lady I;num 11ad 
old him thfit thora was no hope í‘or him ; but 
hen Lady Lnurn’s mind on that subject wns, ho 
hought, prcjudicecl. Violet Eflnphnm certnin- 
y know what ~vcrc  his wislles, and knowing 
hem, smilccl on him and was gracious to  him, 
Vonld sllc do so if his prctcnsions wcro thor- 
nghly ohjcctionnble to l m  ? 

T saw that you were suceessfd this cvcning,” 
nid Madame Max Gocslcr to him. 

1 wns not n1;vnre of any st1cccsi.” 
(‘1 call i t  pent succcss to be nblo to malto 
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he’s the son of an Irish doctor, and that he hasn’ 
a shilling in  the world.” 

c(  That is just lvhy he wo~dd. be right. Wha 
is such a m m  to do, but to mamy money ? €Ie’ 
a deuced good-looking fellow, too, and mill b 
sure to do it.” 

He should rork for his money in the city 
t%ea, or somewhere there. But I don’t believl 
it,  Gnstavus; I don’t indeed.” 

Very well. I only tell you what I heal 
The fact is that he and Chiltern have alread; 
quarreled about her. If I were to tell you t h  
they  have  been over to Holland together nnc 
fought n duel about her, you wouldn’t believr 

togethor P” ’ 
‘ 6  1 remember thnt  he was them, certainly ; 

but P did not know thnt he wns LL spccinl- 
fikna. 1) 

“Most espccinl, ntmt. A 1, I: mny my - 
nmong young men, I menn.” 

Lady Baldock ’cvns ccrhninly tho most inclis- 
crect of old wornen in such n maktor ns this, and 
Violet the most provoking of young Indics. 
Lady Dnldock, believing tllnt thorc wns 601nc- 
thing to feaw-ns, inclecd, tllcrc wns, much to fonr 
-should hnve bccn contcnl; to clostroy tho card, 
and to keel:, the young  Indy nwny from the young 
gentleman, if such keeping a\~.ay was possible to 
her. But Miss EtEnghnm w“ns carlninly vary 
wrong to speak of any young man ns being A 1. 
Foncl as I am of Niss ECfinghnm, T cnn not jw-  
tify her, and must acknowlcdgo thnt  shc uscd 
the most offcnsiw phrnsc she could find, an p -  
pose to annoy her aunt. 

d‘ Violet,” said Lndy Bnliloclt., bridling up, ‘(X 
never hewd such n word baforo from the lips 
3f n gaang Indy.” 

Not as A X ? I lllowllt it simply Incant vcry 
v 

;oocl.” 
“A. X is n noblcmnn,” snit1 Endy I3nldock. 
“ No. aunt. A l is n shin. n ship thnt is vcry 
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Pcoplc  ha^ bccn  talking nbont me and M I  
Finn, becnnsc I j u s t  nom, nt this very morncn 
cnlled  him A 1 to you! IC yon mant to scol 
mc about  any  thing,  nunt, do find out somethin 
lcss ridiculous t h m  that.” 

(‘ It was most inrpropcr language, and if yo 
uscd i t  to mc, P n m  surc you would to othcrs.” 

“ To what othcrs p’’ 
T o  Mr. Finn--Rn¿¡ thosc sort of pcoplc.” 
Cnll Mr. Finn A l t o  his facc ! TVcll, up0  

my honor I don’t knolv ~vhy I shonld not. Lor 
Chiltern says he rides bcnutifrdly, nnd if IV 
wcre tnllcing about  riding I might do so.” 

t You llave no bnsincss to talk to Lord Cllil 
tern  about Mr. Finn nt dl.” 

C L  IInvo I not? I thoaght  thnt  r~erllaps  th 
orlo sin  might pnllintc the o t l w .  Y o n  know 
munt, no young Indy, lct 11cr bo cvcr so ill-dis 
I I O S C ~ ,  cnn marry two ol,jcctiontd~lc y a ~ ~ n g  mc: 
--nt the samc time.” 

I said nothing about your marrying M r  
Finn.’ 

L L Then, nnnt, what did you  mcnn ?l’ 

“ I mcnnt thnt pou slmdcl  not nllom yonrscl 
to 1)c tnlkcd of with nn ndvcnturcr, n poang nur 
without a shilling, a pcrson who lins comc fron 
nobody lrnoms where in tllc 602s of Xrelnntl.” 

“But you usecl to nslc him 11erc.” 
( c  Yes, ns long ns he Imcw his plncc. But 

sllnll not do so ngnin ; nul  I must l~cy  you LO b’ 
circumspect." 

C L  My dear nnnt, wo may as well undcrstnuc 
cnclr other. I will not bo circnmspcct, ns yo1 
call it ; and if Mr. Sinn nsltcd we to nlnrry Ili? 
to-morrow, and if I liked 1lim well cnougll, . 
mould tnka him, even thongll ha had bccn du! 
right  out of n bog. Not only bccnusc I likcr 
him,  mind! If  I ~vcrc nnfortunnto enangl~ t( 
lilcc n m n n  who was notlliug, I would rcfnsc Ilin 
in spite of my liking, bcc:ulse hc W:LS nothing 
1 3 ~ t  this yonng mnn is not nothing. Mr. Fin1 
is n fino follow, nird if tllcrc wcre HO otllcr rcnso~ 
to prcvcnt my mnrrying llim t h m  his h i n g  tllc 
BOIL of n doctor, and coming ont of t110 bogs, 
tl1n.L wodrl not do so. Now I hnvc mnclc n clcnu 
braast to you ns rcgnrda Mr. Finn; anil. if you 
do not lilco wllnt I’vo m i d ,  aunt, yon must no, 
knclwlcdgo tImL you Ilavo brought it  on your- 
solf.” 
Lndy 13nldocIc wns loft For n time apocchlcss, 

But no cnrd wns sont to X’bincns Finn. 

__IcII 

CI-IA~TER x rm 
PROIXOTION. 

PIIXW;AS got no cnrrl Trom Lady Bnldoclr, but 
OIE morning hc rcccivcd nnotc from I m c l  Drcnt- 
ford \vllich WVIM OP MOL-c importnncc to him than 
any card could l~nvc beon. At this  titnc, bit by 
bit, tho licforrn  Bill of tllc dny Ilad ncnrly inado 
its way tllrongh tho committac, bnt had bccn so 
m~ztilntczl ns to bc almost irnpossiblc of rccogni- 
tion by its progcnitors. And tllcrc wns fitill n 
clnusc 01‘ two as to the rc-nrrangcmcnt of scnts, 
rcspccting which it tvns Imown tlmt thoro ~vould 
be a combat-probably  combats-cnrricd on nft- 
cr thc  intcrnccinc fadlion, Thcrc wns n ccrhin 
clipping of councics to bo (IO~IC, nA to which i t  
tvtw mid tllnt Mr. Dnubcny lind drclnrcd thnt he 
wonld not  yiclcl ti11 hc was mndc to  do so by tho 
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man whom he  bad Dot known, whom he had 
not learned to look down npon as inferior t o  him- 
self, he would not llave minded it-would have 
been fLTl1 of joy at the  promotion proposcd fol 
himself. But  Laurence E’itzgibbon vas such a 
poor Creature, that the idea of filling n place 
from mhich Laurence had risen was distasteful 
t o  him. ‘( I t  seems to  be all a matter of favol 
and  he said to himself, “withou! 
any reference to  the service.” IIis triumph 
mould have becn so completa had Mr. Mildmng 
allowed him to go into the higher place a t  one 
leap. Other men who liad made thcmsc1veE 
useful had done so. I n  the  first hour after re- 
ceiving Itord Brentford’s letter,  the idea of be- 
coming a Lord of the Treasury was almost dis- 
pleasing t o  him. He had an idca that  junior 
lordships of the  Treasury were generally bestow- 
ed on young members whom i t  wns convenient 
t o  secure, but who were not good at doing any 
thing.  There was n moment in vhicll, h e  
thotlght  that he would rehuse to  be  madc a  JU^- 
ior lord 

But during the night cooler rcflections told 
hin1 tha t  he had bccn very wrong. Ho  had 
taken up politics with the  express  desire of gat- 
ting  his foot upon a rung o€ the  ladder of pro- 
motion, and now, in  his  third session, he was 
about  to be successfcll. Even as a junior  lord Ile 
would J~avc a thonsnnd a year; and how long 
might he have sat in chambers, nnct have wan- 
dered about Lincoln’s Inn, and lmvc loitered in 
the courts  striving to look ns though hc l1nd 
business, before he would have enrncd a thonsnnd 
R year! Bven as a junior lord he could n~nke  
himself useful, and whcn once hc sllonld be 
known to bo a good working mnn, promotion 
would come t o  him. No ladder cnn bc mount- 
ed without labor; but this  ladder was now open 
above his head, and he  already had his foot 
upon it. 

A t  half-past eleven he was with Lord  Brcnt- 
ford, who received him mith the blandest smile 
and n pressure of the  hand  wl~ich was qlzite cor- 
dial. “ Myv dear Pinn,” hc snid, “ this  gims me 
the most sincere pleasure, thc greatest plcnsurc 
in tho world. Our connection togctl~er at Laugh- 
ton of course malies it donhly ngrcenhlc to me.” 
“ I can not be too grateful eo you, Lord Brcnt- 

ford.” 
“No, no ; no, no. I t  is all your own doing. 

When Mr. Mildmny nsltcd mc whethey I did 
not  think you the most promising of tllc young 
members on our side in your I’Iousc, I ccrtninly 
did ssiy that I quito concurred. B u t  I sllould 
be  taking too much on myself, I should be nct- 
ing dishonestly, i f 1  wore to allow yon to ilnng- 
ine that i t  was my proposition. Ihil 110 as~rcd 
Me t o  recommend, I should hnvc 11nmcc1 y011 ; 
that I say frankly. But he did not. 110 did 
not. Nr. Mildmay narnerl you himself. ‘Do 
YOU think,’ he said, ‘ thtlt your friand Fina would 
join 11s at the Treasury?’ I told him tllat 1 dicl 
think SO. ‘And do you not think,’ 110, 
‘ that it wonld be n useful appointment p’ ~11en  
I ventured to  say thnt I l ~ a d  no doubt tvhntcvor 
on thnt  point;  thnt I knew you wc11 enoug11 to 
feel confident t h a t  you would lcnd n stra~lgtll to 
the Libernl Government. Then there lvcr~  a 
few words said about your scat,  and I was Gom- 
missioned to write to  yon. That wag all.” 

Phineas mas gmteft~l, bul not too grateful, ancl. 

t 



conscicncc less to sit for Loughton and vote fol 
an objectionable clause as B rnembcr of the Gov. 
crnmcnt, tlmn it -would have donc to givc srrcl 
a  vote as an independent member. In so re. 
solving, hc thought thnt  he was simply acting ir  
nccordnncc with the acknowIcdgcd rules of par. 
liamentnry government. And tllcreforc, whcr 
Lorcl Brentford spoke of Clause 72, he COUI¿ 
answer plensnntly, I think \YO sllnll carry i t  ~ 

and, you see, in  getting  it  through committee, if 
wc can  carry  it by one, that is as good as a hun- 
clrcd. That’s thc comfort of closc fighting ir 
committee. I n  the open house we arc  nln~ost nt 
much bentcn by n narro\v majority as by n votc 
ngninst us. ” 

Jast so ; just so,”sdd Lord Brentford, ile. 
lighted to sec tlmt liis young pupil-ns hc rc- 
garded him-understood so we l  tllc Bystem of 
]~arliamcntarv manngcmcnt. “By the byc, 
Finn, 11aw ybn seen ~ ~ ~ i ~ t c r n ’ l n t e ~ y  
“ Not  quite Intcly,” snicl Phincns,  blushing u$ 

to his cyas. 
‘‘ Oc hcnrd from him ?” 
“NO;  nor hcnrd from him. When  last 1 

lienrd or him ha wns in BxbusseIs.’’ 
“All, yes ; he is  son~cwllcrc on t h  nllinc 

now. I thought  thnt ns you WCIQ so intirnate, 
perhnps  you corrcspondcd with him, IInve you 
hcnrd that wo havc nrrnngcd about Lndy LRLI- 
m’s money ?” 

I C  I hnvc  hcarcl. Lndy Lallrn l1ns told mß.” 
‘ c  I wish he would return," micl Lord J h h t -  

ford sadly, almost solcmnly. As thnt grent 
dii’ticulLy is over, I would reccivo him willing1 
ancl malcc  my l~ouse plcnsn~lt to him, if I can 
so. I ttm most anxious  that ho should settle, 
nnd marry. Could you not w r i h  to  him?” 
Phincns, not clnring to toll Lord Brentford  thnt 
hc hnd qut~rrclcd with Lord Clliltcrn, fecling  that 
if 110 did so overy thing w o d d  go wrong, said 
thnt lm would write to Lord Clliltorn. 

As hc went away ha fclt I h t ,  hc was bound to 
get nn nnswcr from Violct Eflìn~l1n.m. If it 
sllould bo ncccssnry, hc wns willing to brcnk 
wikh Lord Brentford on thnt  mntter, cvcn though 
sucIl brenking should losa llim his borough and 
his placc, but not on any other mateer. 

1 CEAI’TER SLIV. 
PIIINEAS AND IIIS BRIENDS, 

OUR Ilero’s  fJ+mds  werc, I illink, almost more 
clatcd by our lmo’s promotion tl1nn was our 
hero llimsclr. 110 nc\w told himsolí’ Ibnt it wns 
n grent thing t o  bo n junior lord of t h  TrcnRtwy, 
thougll ho  ncknowlcdgccl to himself thnt  to havo 
mnilo n sncccusful beginning I V ~ S  n vcry graat 
thing. Bat his frïends were loud in tlloir con- 
grntulntions, or condolcmonts, ns the caso migllt 
be. 

Hc lind his intcrricw with MF, Mildmny, nnit, 
nftcr thnt, onc of his first stcps wna to infourm 
Mrs. Buncc that h o  must cllnngc his lodgings. 
t‘ Tho truth is, Mrs. BUIICC, not; that I wnnt any 
thing better ; but that a better position .vvill be 
ndvnntngcnns l o  ma, and that I can afford to pny 
for it.” Mrs. Bunco ncltnotvlcclged t110 t ruth of 
tllc nrgumcnt, with hor npon up to hcr oyes. 
““I’vc got  to bo so fond of looking nftor yon, 
Mr. Pinn 1 X: have indocd,” said Mrs, Btulco, 
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Certainly, as a member of Parliament 1 an 
n very poor man.” 

U Just so, and therefore what do you d0 
YOU goes and lays yourself out  for government 
I’m not saying as how  you’re any Ways wrong 
A man has to live. You has winning ways, 
a good  physognomy o€ you- own, and are as bil 
as a life-guardsman.” Phineas as he  heard  thi, 
doubtful praise laughed  and blushed. “Ver: 
well ; you makes your way with  the big wigs 
lords and  earls  and  them like, and you gets re, 
turned for a rotten borough-you’ll excuse me, 
but that’s about it, ain’t it ?-and then p ?  spel 
in for government ! A m m  may hnve n mlss101 
to govern, such as Washington and Cromwel 
and the like o’ them. Bnt when I hears of 
Pitzgibbon a governing, why then I says, d-1 
i t   aLJ’  

TI~erc must be good and  bad, you know.” 
I L  We’ve got to change a deal yet, Mr. Finn, 

and well do it. When a young man as Ilas lib. 
eral feelngs gets into  Parliament,  he shouldn’t 
be snapped up and brought into the governing 
business just because he’s poor and wants 8 snl- 
ary. They don’t  do it that way in the States ; 
and they won’t do it that may here long;. It’s thc 
system as1 hates, ~ n d  not  OLI, Mr. Xinn. Wcll, 
good-bye,  sir. I hope you’ll like the governing 
business, and  find ìt suits your health.” 

These condolements from &Ir. Bunce were not 
pleasant, but  they  set him thinking. €Ie felt 
assured that  Bunce and Qnintus Slide and 
Mr. Turnbull were wrong. Bunce tvns jgno- 
rant. Quintus SIide was dishonest. Turnbull 
mas greedy of Popularity. Por himself, hc 
thought  that as a young man he was fdr ly  tvcl1 
informed. He knew that he meant  to be true 
in his vocation. And he was quite SLWC that tho 
object nearest to  his  heart  in politics was not 
self-aggrandizement, but the welfare of the peo- 
ple in general. And yet he  couldnot  but agree 
with Bunce  that there was something wrong, 
When such men m Laurence E’itzgibbon  wcre 
Cdled upon to act as governol.$, was i t  not to be 
expected that  the  ignorant  but  still  intelligent 
Bunces of the popnlntion s11oulct c‘ cI-n it  al] p’, 

on the ercning of that dny he went up to 
MTS*  LOW’S, W ~ Y  sure  that 110 sI1ould receive 

what  they call a Lord of the  Trcasury, unless 
he has got a private  fortune, you Itnow, to sup- 
port that  kind of life.” 

(‘You see, Phinens, n Ministry  is  snch an un- 
certain thing,” said Mr. Low. 

OP course it’s uncertain ; but ns I did go into 
the House, it’s something  to have succecdcrl.” 

‘ c  If you call  that succcss,” snicl Mrs. Lom. 
( 4  Yon dicl intend  to go on with your profes- 

sion,” said Mr. LOW. I-Ic conld not toll them 
that he had  changed his mind, and thnt  hc 
meant to marry  Violet  Effingham, who  woulcl 
much prefer a parliamentary  lifc for bcr llusbnud 
to that of n working barrister. “ I  supposa 
that is all given up now,” continued Mr. Low. 

Just for tllc present,” said PLincns. 
“Yes ; and forever, I feal;” said Mrs. Lom. 

U You’ll never go back to rcaI work nftcr fritter- 
ing away your timo RS n Lord of tlle Trcasuyy. 
What sort of work must it bc when just nny body 
can do it  that  it suits them to lay  hold of?  Dnt 
3f course n thousnnd n year is somcthing,  tllough 
a man may have it í‘or only six mont11s.” 

I t  came out in the cours0 o f  thc  cvcning t h n t  
Mr. Low wns going to  stand for tho borongh w- 
:nted by Mr. Mottrnm, nt  which. i t  was consid- 
:red timt tI1a Conservatives ‘might possibly pre- 
vail. ‘( You sea, after  all,  Phiuens,” said Mr. 
Low, L‘ thnt I am following your steps.” 

“Ah ; you are going into  the Houso in illa 
:ourso of your profession.” 

“Just so,” said Mrs. Low. 
“And are taking  thc first stop toward being 

L Tory Attorncy-Gcncral.” 
Thn t ’~  ns may be,” naid Mr. Low, h t ;  

I’s the kind o€ thing  n  man docs rtficr tmcnt,y 
‘cars of hnrd work. For myself, J raally don’t 
nuch cnsc wllctllcr I succced or fail. I, sdîou~d 
ike to live to be n Vice-Chnnccllor. I don’e 

mind saying as much na that to you. But I’m 
not at n11 mro thnt  Parlinment ir; tlm bcat wny to 
the Equity Beneb,” 
“ But it  is a grmd thing CO got into Pa,rlin- 

ment when you do it by means of yonr XJFO~CB- 
sion,” said Mrs. Low. 

Soon after  that  Pllinans took lliH (lcpnrttwo 
from the honsc, feeling  sore  and unhappy. . h l ;  
ou thc next morniug hc wns rcccivcd in Gros- 





, 1 11 ,, 
doesn’t lay down very strictly,” ‘( She is a clev- 
er \voman,” Said Violet, “and every body likes 
her ; b u t  if you  think  Mr. Kennedy would object, 
of CourSe you are right.”  Then  Lady Laura 

- ,  

- 
, ’ I, 

- ’ ,  bad consel1ted,  telling herself that it was nol 2, 
- 8  necessary tbat she should ask her husband‘s ap- 

, ,  F proval as to every new acquaintance she mighl 
, ’ l,‘, , r  L , r 8 ,  2 form. At the salne  time  Violet  had been told 

! 
i. 

, , , ’ ,  j,; c See  the conquering  hero comes,”’ said 

8 ,  ler. t‘ I hnd the  pleasure of n long  political dis- 

- r ,  

i, 

1 ,  

, - ’  
that   Phineas would be there, and so the prtrtj 
had  Been made UP. 

, , 1  , g Violet,  in her cheeriest voice. 
L L I :  SO glad that Mr. Finn has been make 

s lord of something,”  said Madame &Ins Goes- 

cussion  with  him  the  other  night, and I quite 
approve of him.” 
“ W e  al-e so much gratified, Mr. Finn,’’  said 

Lady Laura. I L  Mr. ICenuedy says that it is the 
bcst appointment they could have made, and 
papa is quite proud about it.” 

‘‘ You are Lord Brentford’s member, are you 
not?” aslced Madame Max Goesler. This was 
a qnestion which  Phineas did not  quite  like, nnd 
which h e  mas obliged to  escnse by remembering 

- ,  l , ’  thnt t h e  questioner had lived so long  out of 
E n g l a n d a s  to be probnblyignorant of the myths, 

Brit ish Constitution. Violet Effinghnm,  littlc 
as she knew of politics, mould never have asked 

But t h e  question was tumed off, nnd  Phineas, 
with a n  easy grace, s~~bmitted himself to be pet- 

, ‘i most caressed by the three ladics. Their good- 

I 

’ I ,  

* 1’ 
l 

, I  - ,  
1 4 ,  and theories,  and system, and working of the 

8 ,  J 

, 8 ,  

8 ,  a question so imprudent. 

i;‘ 

il , ted, and congratulnted,  and  purred over, and nl- 

, ‘t!, n a t u r e d  enthusiasm was at  any ratc  better  than 
b _  ~ - 3 (j“, 1. the satire of Bunce, or the wisdom of Nrs. Low. 

7’ 1 Lady Laura had no misgivings as to  Phineas 

I ’  r , “ a :i ~ said  nothing as to the  short-lived  tenure of RIin- 
z ïSters. Madame Rias Goeder, though she had 
,g, asked an indiscreet  question,  thoroughly nppre- 

x. the  prestige of Government power. Yon nre 
j a lord now, ” she said, speaking, as was customa- 
‘i 
il then perhaps a secretary. The  order of promo- 
[. tion seems odd, but I am told i t  is very  pleas- 

, 7 8  

’ /  ‘I, , , i, ’ being  fit  for governing, and Violet  Effingham 
- 8  
’. II 

, s  
r ,  ’ L -  

, ,  , I ,  , *  

’ ,  * ‘ G  
i? , 

, ’ ,  
ciated the advnntage of Governme~~t pay, and 

2- , 

ry with her, with the slightest possible foreign 
accent, c c  and yon wiil be a president aoon, and 

$, . ant.” 
8 ,  t ‘(It is pleasant to succeed, .of course,”  said 

b - I  Phineas,  “ Iet  the success be ever so littlc.” 
> l  c‘ We knew yon would succeed,” said Lady 

2 -  ’ Laurn. “ W c  were quite  sure of it. Were we 
j,, , not, Violet  ?” 

, ,r 

1 

, * ,  
, t  

2 ,  , 
, m  8 -  l L‘Yot~ always said so, my dear. For mysclf 

I do n o t  vcntnre to have  nn opinion on such  mat- 
, ,  

I ” ters. Will you always have to go to  that big 
‘ % l ’ i ,  , building in the corner, Mr. Finn,  and  stay there 

t‘ from ten to four? Won’t  that be a bore T” ,T , , 2 ’= i We have a half-holiclay on Saturday, you 

, ’  I “And do the Lords of the  Treasury  have to 

“ Only their own ; and they generally fail in 

-,?’ - ,  L 

2 

, d  know, ” said Phineas. 

l’ j -  k take care of the money ?” asked Madame Mas 
- ,  Goesler. 

, I ‘1 doing that. ” said Phineas. 

pcct any opportunity then or there of being 
alone  for rt moment with  Violet  Effinghsm. 
His only chance  iu that direction mould bc ia 
some crowded room, at some ball a t  which he 
might ask her to dance with him; bnb it secm- 
ed that fate was very unkind to him, and  that 
no such  chance  came  in his wav. Mr. Kennedy 
did  not  appear, and Madame lbs GoesIer with 
Violet went away, leaving  Phineas still sitting 
with Lady  Laura. Ench of them said a kind 
word to him as they went. ‘‘1 don’t know 
whether I may dare to espect  thnt B Lord of the 
Treaswy will come and see me?” said Madame 
Mas Goeslor. Then Phineas made a second 
promise that he mould call ín I’fl~lc Lane.  Vio- 
let blushed as sho remembered thnt she coulcl 
not nsk him t o  call a t  Lady Bnlclock’s. (‘ Good- 
bye, Mr. Finn,” she said, giving llim her hand. 
“I’m so very glad  that they  hme chosen you ; 
and I do hope  that, as Madame Mas says, they’ll 
maBe you a secretary  and n president, and every 
thing  else very quicklJ; till  it nil1 come to pour 
turn to be making  other people.:’ r r € I ~  is very 
nice,”  said Mndnme Goeslcr to Violet as she 
took her  place in the  carriage. He bc:trs being 
petted and spoiled without  being  citller awkwnril 
or conceited.” On the mholc, he is rather 
nice,”saidViolet ; “onlghe  hnsnotgot  nshilling 
i n  the TvorlcI, and has t o  malce himsclf bcfore h e  
will be any body.” ccHc must many money, 
of course,”  said Madame iVInx Goeder. 

c c  I hope you nre contentcd P” said Lady Lnu- 
ra, rising from her  chair m c l  coming opposite 
to him as soon ns they were donc. 

‘‘ OP course I am contented.” 
“I was  not, when I first heard of it. T.7Thy 

lid thcy promote thpt  empt~‘-hcadcd  conntry- 
man of yoars to a place for n+ich  he was quite 
.~nfit? I was not  contentcd. But then I nm 
more ambitlous for yon than yon arc for your- 
;elf.” I-Ic sat there without  answering hcr for 
I while, and she stood waiting for his rcply. 
I‘ Have you nothing to say to me?” she asked. 
“I do not 1;now what to say. When I think 

,f it  all, I am lost in nmnzcmcnt. You fell m e  
.hat yon are not confcntcd;  that yon m‘a nmbi- 
3ous for me. Why is it that you Sholllc~ €cd any 
.ilterest in the matter P” 
‘‘ Is it  not reasonable that we should be intcr- 

:steil for O N  friands ?” 
‘LJ3ut when you and I last parted here in 

his room you wele I~nrdly my friend.” 
V R S  I not P You wrong me there, wry 

Iceply.” 
“ I  told you mhnt  was my andition, and you 

csented it,“ said Phinens. 
I think I said that I coulcl not  help yon, nnd 

think I said also that I thonght YOU ~ o u l d  
ail. I do not know thnt I showcd much re- 
entment. You see, I told hcr that yot~ wcre 
ere, that she  might come and meet you. You 
nom that I wished my brother should succeed. 
wished it before I ever  knew yon. You cnn 

ot expect  that I should change my wislies.” 
“But if he c m  not S I I C C C C ~ , ”  pleaded I.’hin- 

4cV110 is to sny that P Eas n woman neves 
Xi. 
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father is almost the only man in London who 
has  not  heard of this duel.” 

Of cotlrsc he will hear of it. I haTe half 
made up my mind to tell bin1 myself.” 

G C  Do not do that, MP. Finn.  There can be 
no reason for it. But I did not ask you to come 
bcre to-day to talk to you about Oswald or Vio- 
let. I h a w  given yon my advice about  that, 
and I can do no more.” 

‘cLndy Laura, I cnn not take it. It is out of 
my power to  take it.” 

‘(Very vell. The matter  shnll be what you 
members of Parliament call an opcn question 
between 11s. When p a p  nsked you to acccpt this 
olnce at the Treasury, did it ever occur to you to 
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1 1 0 ~  grcnt is the  service  he  did yon, nnd i t  wil’ 
S C C ~  to bc vcry riilicnlous. P ~ O ~ I C  will sny nl’ 
manner of things ; but nny thing will be bettel 
than that you should go on as you llave donc- 
nccusing your wife of idolntly tonm-d-n young 
man, bccnosc-hc  is--wcll-looliing,” 

L b  I n c ~ r  said  any  thing of the 
L‘ You did, Robort.” 
“1 did not. I did  not  speak more of you 

than of n l o t  of otl~crs.” 
“Yon nccnscd me personnlly, saying  thnt be- 

came of  my  idolntry I hnd neglectcd my dnty ; 
but  really you mndc  such a jumlAc of it 311, wich 
ppa’s  visicors, and Sundny  afternoons,  thnt I 
cnn not I’ollow whnt wns in your mind.” 

Then PlIr. Iicnncdy stood for n whilc, collcct- 
ing his t l lo~~ghts ,  SO thnt Ilc might  ~unrnvcl  thc 
jumblc, if that werc possible to him ; but  finding 
that  it  wns not possiblc, he lcft tho room, nnd 
closcd thc door bcllind him. 

Thcn Lndy Lnurn wns left d o n c  to  consider thc 
natnrc of tho accnsntion  which her llusbnncl lind 
brought  against  llcr ; or the  nattlrc  rntllcr of thc 
nccusntion w11ich sllc h n d  chosen to  nsscrt  thnt 
hcr  llusbnnd hnd implied. For in  lier  lieart  shc 
1;ncw tltnt ho llnd mudc  no  such  accnsntjon,  nnd 
hnd inlcndcd to mnkc  nonc  sach. The idolntrr 
OF wllicll ha  hnd  spokcn wns tllc  idolntry  nhich 
n woman  might sllow to Ilcr cnt,  hcr clog, her 
picttlrc,  llcr cllinn, her  fnrnitnrc,  hcr  carringe 
nnrl horses, or hcr  pet rnnid-fiervant. Such wns 
tllc  idolntry of wllich Mr. Kcnnccly hnd spokcn ; 
but mas there no othcr worship  in hcr heart, 
worsc, more pernirious tllan that, in referenco 
to  this young m m  ? 

Shc  hnd  schooled  hcrsclf about him very se- 
~crc ly ,  nnd lind comc  to  mlious  resolutions. 
Sllc llnd found out and confessed to  hersclf’tl~nt 
shc did not, and  conlJ not, lovc llcr  llusbnnd. 
Sllc lind round  out nnd confcsscd to llersclf thnt 
sllc  did Iovc, ancl could  not hclp loving, Pl~incns 
Finn. Thcn  she l~nd ~csolvcd to bnnisll him 
from llcr prcscncc, nnd liad  gonc  thc  lcngtll  of 
tcllillg llim SO. Aftcr thnt slm 11nd pcrccivcd  thnt 
s110 11ad bccn wrong, nnd l ~ c l  dctcrmined to 
nwet llinl ns s110 mct  other men, nncl t o  con- 
quer IlCr lom.  Thcn,  whcn  this could not he 
donc, when somothing almost like iclolntry grew 
upon  her,  shc  dctormined  thnt  it  sllould bo tho 
idolatry of fricnclship, thnt she monld not sin 
cvcn in  thought,  thnt  thcrc s l ~ o d d  bc  nothing  in 
hcr hcnrt of which 6110 necd bo nsllnmed;  but 
thnt tho olle grcnt ol).jcct nnd purport of her lifc 
should bc thc  promotion of this friclld’s wclfarc. 
She lind jnst bcgun to lovc nftcr  this  fnshion, 
Ilad taught 11crsclf to bcllcrc  thnt she dglu t  com- 
bine somcthing of the  plcnsnrc of idolntry to- 
wnrd llcr frict~tl wit11 IL full complcment of duty 
toward lier hnsbnnd, when Plrincns  calno  to llcr 
with his tale OC lovc for Violet EfEnghnm. Tllc 
lcsson which shc got  then wns n  very rough onc 
-so l1nrd thnt  nt  first  shc conld not benr it. 
I h r  nngcr at his love for llcr brothcr’s mislled- 
for bride wns lost in  llcr  dismay thnt Phincns 
sllould low n n v  onc  nftcr 11nving once 10vcc1 I 

not  man  and  wik.  Sho hncl chosen to arrange 
i t  otherwise, nnd was she not  bound t o  assist 
llim now in tho present  object of his rcnsonablc 
wishes ? She hnd got oyer in  her heart  that 
dificnlty  about  hcr  brother, bnt shc could not 
quite  conquer thc other difficulty. Sllc  could 
not bring herself to plead  his  causc  with  Violet. 
She llnd  not  brought hcrsclf as yet to do it. 

And n o w  shc \vas nccused of idolatry for 
Pllincas by llcr  husband-she  with A L  n lot of 
others,” in  which  lot Violet was of course in- 
clndcd. Would i t  not be better  that  they two 
sllould be  brought to,rrcthcr? TVot~ld not l ~ c r  
friend’s husband  still be her fricnd ? Woulcl sllc 
not then  forgct to lore him? Would she not 
tllcn be snfcr  thnn  she wns nom? 

As she sat nlone  struggling with her  difficnl- 
tios, s110 l1nd nor, IIS yct forgolten to loye kim- 
nor n’ns she as yet safe. 
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would stay in  town. Here she had  in  her hauC 
a ward over whom she had no positive PoWer, ani 
yet in respectto tvhom her  duty was imperative 
ITer clnty was imperative, and  Lady Bnldock wat 
not  the woman to neglect  her  duty ; and gol 
she knew that  the doing of her duty would al. 
be in vain. Violet  would marry a shoe-black 
out of the  streets if she were so minded. II 
was of no use that the  poor lady had provided 
herself with two strings, two most excelleni 
strings, to her bom-two strings either one oj 
which should have contented Miss Effinglmm. 
There was Lord Fawn, R young peer-not  very 
rich  indeed, but still with means sufficient fol 
a wife-a rising mm, and in every way respecta- 
ble, although a Whig. And there was Mr. 
Appledom, one of the richest commoners ir 
Englancl, a fine Conservative too, with a sent ir 
the I-Iouse, and every thing appropriate. EI( 
IYRS fifty, bnt l o o l d  hardly  more than thirty- 
five, and mas-so nt least Lady Bnldock f m  
quently asserted-violently in lovc with Violcr 
Effingham. Why hacl not tho luw, or the ex- 
ecutors or tho Lord Cbanccllor7 or some powel 
levied $oor the protection oftlm proprictics, mndc 
Piolet nbsolutely subject to her  guardian till sht 
should bc made snbject t o  n husband P 

“Yes,  I think she is at  home,’’ said L n d ~  
BRldock, in answer to Lady Lwra’s inquiry fol 
Violet. ‘(At least, I lmrclly know. She sel. 
dom tells me what she moans to do, and sonm 
times she will walk ouc quitc donc  !’l A mosí 
imprudent old wonlnn W ~ S  Lady Bnldock, alwnyt 
opening hcr hnnd to her ndvcrsnries, unnblc tc 
control llerself in the scolding of pcoplc, cithcr 
bofore their  fwes or behind their backs, cvcn at 
momcnts in which such scolding mns most injnri- 
ous to har own cwsc. I-Iomever, we will 
see,” she continued. Then tlm bcll was rung, 
and in  n few minutcs Violot \va5 in  the room, 
I n  a few minutes more  they vere up stairs to- 
gether in Violet’s’ own room, in  spits of the opcn- 
ly-displnyed wrath of Lady Bddoclc. I d -  
most wish she had naver been born,” said Lady 
33nldock to har daughter. c c  Oh, mammn, don’t 
say that.” “ I cartninly do wish that I had nevel 
seen her.” “Inclcecl allo has bccn n picvoue 
troubla to you, mamma,” said Migs Borchnm, 
symp~.thcticnlly. 

I C  Brighton ! What nonsense !l7 snid Lady 
Laura. 

“Of course it’s nonsense. Fancy going to 
Brighton ! And then thcy have proposed Switz- 
erland. If you could only hcnr Augusta talk- 
ing in rapture of n month among the  glaciers I 
And I fccl so ungrateful. I believe they would 
spend three months with mo nl; nny Ilorriblo 
plncc that I aould suggest-at 11011g*~ong if I 
mere to ask it-so intcnt ara they on t,alring mu 
amnp from rnetropolitnn danger.lp 

But you will not go Pt’ 
“No ! I won’t go. X know I am very 

nnwhty ; but I can’t lzolp feeling that 1 cnn not 
be good without bcing R fool al, tho asme timo, 
I must  either fight my aunt, or aive way to her. If 
1 wcre to yield, whnt a life I should havo; and 
1 should despise myself after 

‘ I  And what is t110 spccinl danger to be feared 
now ?’t  

“ I don’t know ; YOU, I fancy. 1 told har 
t h t  if s11c went, I sllould go to yon, I knew 
that would mako her stay,?’ 
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PHINEAS $INN, THE IRISfI MEMBER. 
“Violet, I do not  understand you. €In\ 

you refused Oswdd SO oftcn because he does n1 
p s s  hours on his knees before you ?l’ 

‘ 6  Xo, indecd ! His nature would be altere 
pcry much  for  the  ors se before he conlcl do that. 

“ Why do YOU throw it in his teeth then thi 
hc does not give you more of his t i~ne  P’’ 

“ Why have you come to  tell me to marr 
Mr. Pllinoas Pinn? That is what I want t 
know. Mr. Phineas  Finn, RS far ns I nm aware 
lins not n sl~illing  in the world, except X month 
snlnry now duc to him from  the Govemmcn: 
Mr. Pllincas  Finn I believe to *be tlle son of 
country doctor in Ireland, with about sevcn sis 
tcrs. Mr. Phincas Pinn is r\ Roman  Catholic 
Mr. l.hincns Finn is-or was n short  time ago- 
in loro w i t h  anothcr lady ; and Mr. Phineas Fin) 
is not so much in love a t  this moment but wba 
he is nblc to  antrust his cause to  nn ambassador 
None short of n royal suitor should ever do tila 
with sncccss.” 

Iras ho n o m  plenclcd his C ~ L I S C  to you your 

“My dcnr, I nove? tell gcntlcmcn’s secrets 
I t  sccrns thnt il lm hns, his s1Iccess JVBS so tri 
fling thnt; he hns  thought he had  better trns 
some ono olsc €or the futuro.” 

110 has not trusted mc. IIc hafi not give] 
mo any cornpission.” 

sclr 

(I Thon why llave yon comc?” 
“Bccnuse-I hardly know how to tell h i  

story, There hnve been things  nbont Oswnlc 
which mnde it almbst necessRry that ‘Nr. Piaz 
shonld explain himself to me.” 

( L  X know it all ; nbolzt thcir fighting. Pool. 
ish young men I X am nod n bie obliged t( 
citllcr of them, not n bit. Only  fancy, i f  m3 
aunt lrnow it, mhnt LL life sho would lend me : 
GLIS~WIIS knows all about it, and I recl thah 3 
am Iiving nt his mercy. Why wcrc they SC 
mrong-21cndcd?’~ 

t ‘  I ctm not answcr that-though I know tllcrr 
well enough to bo mm  that  Chiltcrn WRS t h  
0110 in fault.” 

9 “IG is so adil ttlp.h you alloald have tl~rowr 
your brother OPßr. 

c (  I l lnw not thrown my brothor  ove^. Wil: 
yon ncccpB Qswllld íE he asks you again 3’’ 

“No,” almobt shouted Violet. 
c“lllmn I hope that Mr. Finn mny succed. 1 

want him to succeed ia çvery thing. There- 
you mny know it all. XIe is m y  Phabns Apollo.” 

‘“Thnt is  flattering to me-looking at  thc 
position in  which you desire to  place you] 
l ’h~bus  nt tho prcscnt moment.” 

Conle, Violet, I am tane to you,  nnd  lct me 
hnvc n little truth from yon. This mnn lovcs 
you, nnd I think is worthy of you. Ire doce 
not lova nnc, but he is mg friend. As his  friend, 
nncl belicving in his worth, I wish for  his suc- 
ccss beyond almost; any thing elsc in tho world. 
Listcn to mc, Violel. I don’t belicve i n  thosa 
rcmons which yon gave mc just now for  not be- 
coming this man’s wife,” 

Nor do I.” 
‘(1 know you do not. Lool; nt me. I, mho 

that I could trust rnysclF to sntisfy my minil and 
my nmbition nithout caring for my henrt, I llave 
married  for whnt you call position. My hus- 
band is very rich, and a Cabinet Blinistcr, and 
will probnbly bo a pcer. And Itc mas willing to 

h t ~ e  ICSS of ron1 heart t h ~ ~  YOU, I, tvhothonght 

14 l 
marry me at a time when I 11ad not a shilling 
of my  own.” 

L L H e  wns very generous.” 
“Ee has asked for it since,’’ said Lady Lau- m. ‘LBut never mind. I have  not come to 

tall< about myself-otherwise than to bid yon 
not c10 what I: have done. All that you halte 
anici about  this man’s mnnt of money and of 
family is nothing.” 

‘ t  Nothing nt all,” said Violet. ‘ ( , F e  words, 
fit only for snch pcoplc as my aunt. 

“Well then?” 
Well?” 
If you love him-!” 
Ah! but if I c10 not?  You arc very close 

in inquiring into my secrets. Tell me, Lnm‘n, 
WRS not this young Crichton oncc a lover of your 

Pshn! And do you think I can not keep 
n gentlcmnn’s secret as well as you ?” 

What is the good of any secrcf, Laurn, 
when we hnvc been already so open ? He tricd 
his ’prentica hand 011 you; nnd then he came 
to me. Let u s  crntch him, anci see ~vho’ll be 
&he t h i d  I too like him ntell enough to hope 
that he’lbland himself safely at last.” 

OW11 ?” 

PIIIsI3AB had certainly’  no desim to make 
‘ove by an ambassrtdor-nt second-bmd. Ire 
lad given 110 commission t o  Lady Lnnm, and 
 VR^, as the rcadt?Lr is aware, quite ignorant of 
phat wns being done and said on his behalf. 
Se hail askcd 110 more from Lady Laura thnn 
ut opportunity of speaking for himself, and 
#hat he lind asltcd almost with n conviction 
hnt by so asking 110 would turn his friend Into 
m cncmy. He had rend h u t  little of the work- 
ngs of Lady Lnnrn’s honrt toward himsolf, and 
int1 no iden of the assistance she was auxious to 
;ive him. SIE had never toFd him thnt eho 
vas willing to sacrifico her brotlmr on his he- 
~nl f ,  and, of course, had not told hilm €‘hat she 
va8 willing also to sacriilce herself, Not; when 
;ho wrote to him o m  June morning and told 
lim that Violet rvould be found in Portmnn 
$quare, alone, tllnt afternoon-nnming an hotu-, 
md explaining thnt Miss Effinghnm wonld bc 
llore to meat herself and her father, bnt  that at 
ucll an hour she woulcl be certninly donc-did 
I C  wen then know how much she wns prcpnrcd 
o do for him. The short note  vas sigaccl 
(L.,” and  then there cnmc n long llostscript. 
LAslt for me,” she said in n postscript. c c  I 
llnll be t lme later, and I have  told thcm to bid 
ou wait. I can give yon no I~opc of  s11ccess, 
at  if g011 choose to try yon cnn do so. If  you 
o not colne, I shall know that you have 
hanged your mind. I shall not think the 
rorse of you, and your secret will be safe with 
IC. I do that which you llave nsked me to do, 
imply becnusc YOLI hnvc nskcd it. Bnrn  this at 
nce-beertnse I nsk it.” Phinens destroyed the 
ote, tearing it into atoms, the moment thnt 
e had read it and remad it. Of c o m e  he 
rould go . t o  Portmnn SqLme nt the 1:our 
amed. Or coLlrse he would tak0 bis chnnce, 
Eo was not buoyed up by mnch of h o p  ; but: 
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even  though  there mero no hope, he would tak 
his chances 

When Lord  Brentford  had first told Phinea 
of his promotion, ho had also askad tho  nel 
Lord of the Treasury to malce B certain  commr 
nication on his bchnlf to his son. This  Phinca 
had found himsclf ob!igcd to  promise  to do 
nnrl’he had  done  it. J!lm letter had bcen clif€ì 
cult enough to write,  but he hnd written il 
After  having made the promise, he had founl 
himself  bound to keep it. 

“Dear Lord Chiltern,” he hac1 commenced 
I mill not  think  that  tllcrc was any  thing EI 

our late encounter to prcvent m y  so address 
ing you. I now write nt tbc  instsnco of you 
father, who hns heard nothing of our  little af 
fair.” Then he espfaincd  nt  length  Lord  Brent 
ford’s wishes as hc  understood  them. “Pray comr 
home,” he said, finishing  his  letter.  “Touch 
ing V. E., 1 feel that I am bound  to  tcll yot 
that I. still  mean to try  my  fortunc,  but  that : 
have no ground for hoping  thnt my fortune wil 
be good. Since the day on tho  sands, I havc 
never met her but in society. I know you wil: 
be glad to hear timt my wound was nothing; 
and I think you will be glnd to hear thah I hnvc 
got my foot on to  the  ladder of promotion,- 
Yours always, PIIINGAS FINN.” 

Now he had to  try  his fortune,-that fortunc 
of which he hnd told Lord  Chiltern  that ha had 
no reason for hoping that it .vvould be good. I Ic  
ment  direct  from  his oGca nt tho  Trcnsu~y to  
Portman  Squarc,  resolving  thnt  he mould tilkc 
no tronblc as to  his dress, simply washing his 
hands and brushing his hair as though  ho wcro 
going down to  the House, and he knockcd nt 
the earl’s door exactly a t  the hour  nnmcd x 1 ~  
Lady Laura. 

‘cMiss Effingharn,” ho said, J am so &d 
to find you donc.’’ 

“Yes,”  shc said, laughing. “1 am alono- 
a poor unprotected  female. B a t  I fear nothing, 
1 have strong reason for bclicving that Lord 
Brentford is somewhere nbout. And  Pomhct 
the butler, w h o  Ilns known MC since I was o 
baby, is n host in himself.” 

I ‘  Wie11 such nIIics yon can Ilnva nothing to  
fear,’’ he rcplicd,  attcrnpting to carry on l~er 
litt10 jest. ‘‘ Nor evcn  without them, Mr. E n n .  Wc un- 
protected fcmaIes i n  theso  days  nrc so sc1f-rc- 
linnt that  our  nnturnl  protcctors fd l  off from 
us, finding  thcmselvcs to  be no longcr  tvnntcd, 
Now wíth you, what  can I fear?’, 

L‘ Nothing, as I hopo.” 
“There used to bo n time, and that  not so 

long ago cithcr,.mhen young  gcntlomcn  and In- 
dics ‘cVcre thought to bo very dnngerons to oncll 
otbcr if t h y  mare loft alone. But  prqlriety  is 
less rampant now, and upon tho who10 virtue 
nnd mords,  with  discretion nnd all that kind of 
thing, have been tho gainas. Don’t yo11 t l l i l ~ ~ ~  
YO ?” 

“I am surc of it.” 
“ All  the  samc, I don’t lika to ba caught  in n 

trap, Mr. Finn.’7 
’I  In  n trap ? j r  

L (  Yea, in a trap. Is thero no trap  hcrc p IF 
you will say so, 1 will ncknowlrvladgo rnysalf to bo 
B dolt, and will beg your pnrclon,” 1 

I hardly know mhnt you call a trap7’ 
‘( You were told that I was hcre T” 
€Ie pauscd n momcnt beforc he replied. 

‘ 6  Yes, I wns told.” 
I call thnt n trap.” 

“Am I to blamc?” 
r c I  don’t sny thnt you sct ît, but you uso it.” 
“Miss Efinxngham, of coursc I hava used it. 

You must  l~now-I  think  you  must know-that 1 
Imve that to say  to you which hns nladc mc long 
for  such an opportunity as this.” 

“And therefore  you havo callcd in t110 nssist- 
ance of your  friend.” 

‘c  IC is truc.” 
“ I n  suc11 matters you should nevcr talk to any 

ono, Mr. Finn, If you cnn not fìghc gour own 
battlc, no one  cnn fight it  for you.’’ 

‘ ( M i s s  Efingham, do you rcmcmbcr  our  ride 

“Very well ; ns i€ i t  W C ~ O  ycstcrdny.” 
LrAnCI do you remember  that I asBcil you n 

quostion w h i c h  you hava ncvcr nnswcrcd P” 
‘‘I dicl nnswcr it;, as wc11 ns I know llow, so 

thnt I might tcll you n truth without  Ilwting 
you,” 

‘(It wns nccessary  -is ncccssnry - t h t  I 
3honld bc hnrt soraly, or maclo pcrfcctly 11q)py. 
Violct  Einnghnm, I hnvc comc to you to nslc 
you to bo my wifc; to  tcll  you  that J. lova pou, 
Snd to ask for your  lovc in rctnm.  ,Whntovcr 
mny be my fata, tho  quostion must bo nslcctl, ant1 
m nnswcr must be gi’c’cn. I hnvc not 11011ctl 

‘c Bor not m1xc11, indccd ; but if for any thing, 
l m  for sornc cl~nncc  tllat yon mig11~  tcll  mc 
o heronftcr.” 
L‘ If I lovcd YOU, X wotM tell yon 80 now, in- 

Jtrtntl . I give yon my word of thnt.” 
t (  dn you nrvlavw love m o  P” 
“ W h a ~  ie n wornan to answcr to swdl n ~ c ? B -  

lion? No ; T, boliovc naver, I do not tllink I 
;hnll aver wish yon to bo my husbnnd. Puur ask 
mc to be phin, and I must bo plain,7’ 
% it bacat1so-?*’ IIc p ~ d ,  Ilal~d~y k n ~ -  

h g  what  thc  quostion was wl~ich i10 proposcd to 
himRclf to ask. 

“ I t  is for no bccnusc-for no cnuclc oscc1)t 
;hat simplo onc wllich sllnultl mnkc any girl I*C- 
’uso any man w l ~ m  s110 did xloe lovc. &fr. 
Zinn, I could my ldcnsunt things to you 011 
my otllcr  subjcct th6m thie, bccauso I lik0 
‘OU.” 

1cn01~ that 1 llavc  nothing to jmtify my 
uit, 

nt  snlll$by f” 

;hnt you should tcll me  thnt you Iovcd rnc-1’ 

(C Por wl1nt then hnvc yon IlO]’Cil?” 

‘LYou lmvc ovcry thine; io justify i t ;  nt lonst 
’ nm b0~1nd ta prcsuma tllat you hrtvc. If y011 
3vc mc, you nrc justilicd,” 
‘( You kuaw tllut J: lava yon.” 
“ S  nm sorry tluzt il; should C Y C ~  hnvc bccn SO, 

cry sorry. ?;, cnn only hopo tllnt I IIWU nok 
oen in  fault. 
“Will you try to lavo mc?” 
“NO ; why shonld I: try ? If nny trying wcrc 

~ c c s s a r y ,  I would rnthcr try not to lovc you. 
ivhy rrllOL1ld I try ta do thnt WlliCll noulil diH- 
~lensa ovary body belonging ta mc? Bor your- 
d f ,  I admit y o ~ r  rlgllt ta acldrcscl  mc, nnd tcll 
ron bnnkly that it; would not t a  ill vrcin, if I 
ovad you. But I tall you n8 knnltly Cllat such 
L mnrringc would not plonso tllosc whom S: nm 
~ound to try to pl ans^.^^ 



1Ie paused a moment before he spoke further, 
‘( I shall wait,” he said, 6‘ and come  again.” 
’‘ What am I to sag to that? Do not tease 

me, so that I be driven to  treat you with lack 
of courtesy. Lady  Laura  is so much  attach- 
ed  to you, and Mr. Kennedy, and  Lord  Brent- 

I, ford-and indccd I m q  say, 1 myself  also- 
$, that I trust  there  may be nothing to mar OUI 
p good-fellowship. Come, Mr. Finn,  say  tbat you 
I ’  miIl take an answer, and I will give you my 
k hand.” 
4: “Give i t  me,” said he. She gave him her 
#, “I will wait and come again,”  he said. 

hand, and he put i t  up to his lips  and pressed it. 

will assuredly come again.” Then he  turned 
from her  and went out of the house. At  the 
corner of the square he saw Lady Laura’s  car- 
riage, but  did not stop to speak to her. And she 
also saw him. 

SOU have had a visitor here,”  said  Lady 
Laura to  Violet. 

“Yes ; I have  been caught in  the trap.” 
“Poor mouse ! And hns the cat made a meal 

(‘1 fancy he has, after bis fashion. There 
be cats that  eat their mice without playing; dud 
cats that play with their mice,  and then  eat 
them ; and cats again which onlyplay with their 
mice, and don’t care  to  eat them. Mr. Finn is 
a cat of the  latter kind, and has had  his afcer- 
noon’s diversion.” 

of you 3” 

I L  You wrong him there.” 
‘ I  I think not, Laura. I do not mean to say 

that he mould not have liked me to accept him. 
Bu4 if I can me inside his bosom, such a little 
job as that ho bas nom done will be looked back 
upon ns one of the pas6 pleasures of his IiFo not 
as a pain.” 

__c__ 

CHAPTER xLvn. 
BIR. M I L D M A P ’ S  B XL L. 

IT will be necessary thnt me should go back in 
our story for a very short period in order  that 
the  reader may be told that  Phineas  Finn was 

ment at the Treasnry Board. Thcre was some 
little trouble nt Loughton, and something more 
of expense than he hnd before encountered, 
Mr.  Quintus Slide absolutely came down, and 
was proposed by Hr. Vellum for the borongh. 
Mr. Vellum being n gentleman learned in the 
law7 nnd hostile to the interests of the noble own- 
er of Snulsby, mas able to raise a little  trouble 
ngainst our bero.  Mr. Slide mas proposed by 
Mr. Vellum, and seconded  by Mr. Vellum’s 
clerk - though, as it  after~vard appeared, &Ir. 
Vellum’s clerk vvns not, in truth, a n  elector- 
and ment to the poll like a man. He received 
three votes, and at twelve  o’clock withdrew. 
This  in itself could hardly hm-e afforded com- 
pensation for the expense which Mr. Slide or his 
backers  must have encountered ; but be had  an 
opportunity of making n speech, every word OF 
which was reported in the People’s Banner; and 
if the speech mas made in the language given in 
the report, Mr. Slide was really possessed of some 
oratorical power, Most of those mho rend the 

- sacech  in the columns of the People’s Banner 

I duly  reelected a t  Loughton d t c r  his appoint- 

l= I &re probably not amare hom favorable an op- 
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portunity of retouching Iris sentences in type  had 
been given to Mr. Slide by the  fact of his con- 
nection with the newspaper. The speech had 
been very severe upon our hero ; and  though  the 
speaker had been so hooted and pelted a t  Longh- 
ton as to have  been altogether inandible-so 
maltreated that in  point of fact he had not been 
able to speak  above a tenth part of his speech at  
all-nevertheless, tha speech did give Phineas a 
certain amount of pain. Why Phineas should 
have read it, who cnn tell?  But who is there 
that abstains from reading  that which is  printed 
in abuse of himself? 

In the speech RS it was printed Mr. Slide de- 
clared that he had no thought af being returned 
for the borough. He knew too  well hom the bor- 
ough was managed, what slaves the electom 
were; how they groaned  under a tyranny from 
which hitherto t h q  bad been unable to reIense 
themselves. Of course the Earl’s nominee, his 
lackey, as the honorable gentleman migIlt be 
called, mould be  returned.  The Earl could or- 
der them to  return whichever of his Imkers he 
pleased. There  issomething peculiarlg plëasing 
to  the democratic ear in the nord lackey! 
Any one serving a big man, whatever the serv- 
ice may be, is the big man’s lackey in the Pea- 
pZe’s Banner. The speech throughout ITS very 
bitter. Mr. Phineas Pinn, mho had prcviously 
served in Parliament  as  the lackey of  nu Irish 
earl, and had been turned off by him, had nom 
fdlen into tbe service of the  English earl, and 
mas the lackey chosen for tbe present occasion. 
Bat he, Quintus Slide, who boasted himseIf to 
be R man of the people, he could tell them thnt 
the days of their thraldom mere coming to an 
end, and that their enfranchisement was near %t 
hand.  That  friend of the people, Mr. Turnbull, 
had a clause in his breeches-pocket which he 
would cither force down the unwilling throat of 
Mr. MiIdmq,  or else drive the imbecile Premier 
from office by carlying it in his teeth. Lough- 
ton, as Loughton, must be destroyed, but it 
shonld be born again in IL better  birth ns a part 
of a real electoral district, sending R real mem- 
ber,  chosen by a real constituency, to a red Par- 
liament. I n  those dnys-and they would come 
soon - Mr. Quintus  Slide  ratIer  thought  that 
Mr. Pbinens Winn would bo found (‘nowhere,’’ 
and he rnthcr thought also thnt when he show- 
ed himself again, as he certainly should do, in 
the midst of that democratiu electoral district as 
the popular candidate €or the honor af represent- 
ing i t  in  Pnrhment, that democratic electoral 
district would accord to him R reception very 
different from that which ha vas now receiving 
from the Earl’s lackeys in  the Parliamentary 
village of Loughton. A prettier  bit of fiction 
than these sentences as composing n part of any 
speech delivered, or proposed to be delivered, n t  
Loughton, Phineas thought he had never seen. 
And when he rend at the close of the speech 
that though the Earl’s hired bullies did their 
worst, the remarks of hlr. Slide were received by 
the people with reiterated cheering, he threw 
himself back in his chair at the Treasury  and 
roared. The poor fellow had been three  min- 
utes on his legs, had received three rotten eggs, 
and one dead clog, and  had retired. But  not 
the half of the speech as printed in the People’s 
Banner had been quoted. The sins of Phineas, 
who in spite of his inFtbility to open his mouth 



in public had been mnde a Trensnry hack by the 
aristocratic influence - u by aristocratic influ- 
ence not confined to the nmlo sex”-wcre dc- 
scribed at  great length, and  in such language  that 
Phineas for a while wtts fool enough  to  think 
that it would be his  puty to belabor Mr. Slide 
with CL I~o~se.;vhip. This  notion, ho.rvever, did 
not endure long with him, and when Mr. Monk 
told him that  things of that  kind came as n mat- 
ter of COLITSB, he was comforted. 

But he found it much  moro difficult t o  o b t h  
comfort wban he weighed the arguments brought 
forward against t h  nbominations of such a bor- 
ough BS that for which he sat, and reflected thnt 
if ML Turnbull  brought forward his clause, he, 
Phineas  Finn, would be bound to Vote ngninsb 
thc clause, knowing tho clt~use to be right, be- 
calm he was n servant of the Governmcnt. Thc 
nrguments,evcn though they appeared in the Peo- 
ple’s Bnnnol; wem true arguments ; and he had 
on one occasion admitted their truth  to his f i+mI 
Lady Laurn in the presence of that pent Cab- 
inet Minister, her husband. “ What business 
has such a man ns tlml; down therc? Is there n 
single crcature who wnnts him?” Lady Laura 
had snid. (‘1 don’t  supposo any body does want 
Mr. Quintnv Slide,” Phincns had lqdied ; “but 
I am disposed to think  the elcctors should choosc 
the mnn they do want, and  that nt present they 
have no choice left to t l~o rn . ’~  “ T h y  arc quitc 
sncis5cdY” said Lady Lnul-n, angrily. (‘Tllen, 
Lady Laura,” continuod l~hincas, ‘ I  thnt d o n e  
should be sufficiont to prove that  their pl*ivilcge 
of returning  amember to Pnrliamcnt is too much 
for tbem. 1% cnu’t defend it.?’ I t  is dcfend- 
cd by tradition,” anid Mr. Kcnncdy. And by 
its grcnt utility,” said Lady Laurn, bowing to thc 
yonug momber who was present, and forgetting 
thnt vary useless old gcntlemhn, her cousin, who 
had sat  for tha borough for many years. (‘In 
this country it doasn’l; do to  go too fa~b,” saicl 
Mr. Kennedy. ( c  And then the  mixture of vtll- 
gnrity, falselrood, ancl prctcnse I”  said Lncly 
Laum, shucldcring as her mind recurrad ta the 
fact  that Mr. Quintos Slide had contnminnted 
Loughton by his prescnco. ’‘1 am told tlmt 
they hardly let him leave thß placa alive.” 

Whntevcr Mr. Kcnnedy nnd Lncly Laurn 
might th ink  about Loughton lznd tho gcncrtd 
qucstion of small boroughs, it was found by the 
Governmcnt, to their great cost, that Mr. Turn- 
bnll’s clauso mas a reality.  Aftcr two months 
of hard work, d1 questions of fi.nncl~iso 11nd been 
settled, rating and renting, new and new-fanglcd, 
fancy francliises and thoso which no one fmcied, 
frnnchiscs for borooql~s nnd fmnchiscs for coun- 
tic>, li-nnchiscs singlc, dual, tll1*er+corn”cred, and 
fi l u l ’  - s l d d  -by snrious cIntrsos to which the 
Conlmittca of tbc whole IIouse had agreed after 
sorno SCOTC of divisions-tho matter of tho fran- 
chise l~nd  been setbhli Mo doubt thcro m n ~  t h  
I-Ioase o€ Lords, nnd them might yct bo SII+ 
rvrcck. nu t   i t  WRS ganerdly believed thnt  the 
Lorcls  WOU^^ hardly look at’ the bill-tbnt they 
would not cvcn vontme ion an anjoncl1ne11t;. 
The Lords wonlcl only bo too happy r0 lat  tbc 
matter be scttlcd by the Commons themselves. 
But then, after the franchise, c@me r&skibL1- 
tion. TIow sick of tho subjact vore n11 rnmnl>ers 
of thc Govcrnrncnt, no one could t&’mwbo did 
not sco their ~ v c n ~ y  fnccs. Tha whole wouso 
W ~ S  sick, having bccn whipped into vapiou8 lob- 

J 
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tlemcn n110 usuallv  acted with him  would vote away a t  the Earl’s little  borough  when it’s sure 
3 &thcir  own sensb of rigllt or wrong clircctcc 

tl%m ; -from which  expression of n specia 
sanction i t  \vas considered  thnt  these  gentlemel 
~ c r c  not  nccustomed  to  cxcrcise  the privilegt 
no\v nccorcled to tlrcm. But  in  regarding tht 
question ns one  of  right and wrong, and  in  look 
inq  nt  what ]IC Bclicvcd to be both  tho  wish ot 
tl<e country  nnd its interests, 11c, Mr. Daubeny- 
he, himself,  being simply nn humble nlcmbcr of 
that ITausc -mmast support the clausc of t h  
honornl~lc  gontlcman.  Almost n11 thosc to whon: 
had been surrcndarcd theprivilegc of  using  thcil 
own jadgrncnt foor that occasion only used it dis. 
crcetly-as their chief hntl used it himsclF--nn¿ 
Mr. Turnb~xll  carricil his clnusc by n mn-jorjty of 
fiftccn. I t  wns then 3 A.M., and Mr. Gresham 
rising nfter the division, snid tlmt  his  right  honor- 
ablc fricncl the First Lord of the Trensury wns 
too tircd  to  rcturn  to tho IIonsc, nnd had re- 
qucstccl him to stnto  tllnt tho Govcrnmcnt would 
declare  tllcir  purpose nt G l’.n[. on thc following 
cvening. 

l’hincns, thougl~ ha had mndc his little speccll 
in nnswcr to Mr. Turnbull w i h  good-humored 
fliplxmc??, llncl rccardcd his vote in  favor of thc 
scven borouglls with n sore hcart.  Much ns I w  
disliked Mr. Turnbull, ha ltncw tllnt Mr. Turu- 
brill was right in  this. IIc lind spoken to Mr. 
Monk on tho subject, m it  wcrn, nsking Mr. 
Monk’s pormission  to  throw 11p his offlcc, and 
vote n p i n s t  Mr. 3?3ldmny. But MF. Monk wtw 
n n p y  \vitIl hlm, telling Illm that his conscicnce 
\v119 of Lhnt restless, uncnsy sort wllich is ncithcr 
1lrcfu1 nor mnnly. ‘‘ I jTc  n11 know,” said Mr. 
Monk, “ a n d  nono  bettar  than Mr. Mildmny, 
that wc can  not  justify  such n borough ELS Lough- 
ton by tho tllcory of our pnrlinmcntnry rcprc- 
scntnrion-any more  thnn wc cun justify  tho  fact 
thnt ZIuntingdonshirc  should  rcturn as many 
rnclnbcrs ns the NnsL 1Siding. Thcro must bo 
comp*omiRcA, and you ehould trust  to  others w110 
hnvc atudicd tlla rnntlcr morc thoroughly  thnn 
you, to my I I O W  fnr tho cotnpromiso  sllould go 
nt t110 prceont   no ment." 

‘c  Ir is tllo influcnca of tho pcer, not tho pnucity 
of thc  cloctors,” snid P1linca.s. 

‘‘And lins 110 pcer m y  innuence  in a county P 
Would  yon  disfrnnchisa Westmorelnucl P De- 
licvc mo, Pinn,  ir you want to bo uscf111, you r n l m  
submit yo~~rsclf in  such mntecm to those  with 
whom yon act.” 

l’llinona had no nnswer to mnko, but he was 
not 1mlq)y i n  his mind, And 110 \vns thc Icss 
hnppy, ~~orllnps, bccaurac ho wns vary sura thnt 
Mr, M~ldmrcy would ba bonecn. Mr. Low  in 
tllcsa drtys Imrnssed him  ~orely, Mr. Low was 
vary Iceor1 ngninst  such borauglks as Longhton, 
doclnriag thnt  Mr. 1hubony wns quita  yight to 
join  his rttnnclnrd to tllnt of ur., Turnblrll on snch 
an iseuo. Mr. L o w  mna the rafarmer now, and 
Phincas Councl himself obliged to fight n Iosing 
bnttlc on bahalf of n11 ~C~tnOWlQd~Od abusa. 130 
nevc1* wont ncnr Bunco ; but, unfortanatcly for 
him, Bunas cnught him oncc in  tho  atrect,  and 
ehowcct him no mcrcy. “ Slido was a little ’envy 
on you in  the Bannor tho othcr by-eh, Mr. 
Binn ? too ’cavy, ns 3: told him.” 

‘‘ Ml), Ellido c m  bo j a s t  na llcnvy ns ha plcases, 
Buncc. 

L‘ Thnt’s in courso. Tho press is frec, thank 
God, as yet. But i t  w R d t  nnp good rattling 

IC 

to gö. Of course it’ll go, ML 
~ ‘‘I think it will.’’ 

“Thewhole seven on’em. The ’ouse couldn’t 
but do it. They tell me it’s n11 Mr. Mildmay’s 
own work,  sticking  out for keeping on ’ern. 
EIC’S very old, n n d  so we’ll forgive him. But 
he must go, Mr. Binn.” 

“WC s h d l  know all about that soon, BtInce-” 
“If y011 don’t get  another scat, Mr. Finn, I 

suppcse WC s l d l  see YOU back nt the Inn. 1 
h p c  WC may. It’s  better than bcing member 
for Loughton, Mr. Pinn; you may be sllra of 
that.” And then Mr. Bunce passed on. 

Mr. Turnbull carried his clsuse, and Laugh- 
ton wns doomed. Loughton‘nnd the othcr six 
dctdly sins mere anathematized, exorcised, and 
finally got rid of out of the world by the voices 
of gentlemen  who had been proclaiming  the 
benuty of such plensnnt vices all their lives, nnd 
who in  their  l~enrts  hated 811 changes tltnt  tend- 
ed townrd populnr reprcsentntion. But  not the 
less W ~ S  Mr. Mildmay bcnten ; nnd, in accordnncc 
with  the  promisa mnde by his first lieutcnant 
immediately nftcr tho vote wns takcn,  tllcPrime- 
minister cnmc forwnrd on thc  next  evening nncl 
mnde  his stntcment.  Hc hncl. a l r e d y  put l& 
resiinntion  into the Ilands of Hcr Mnjcsty, and 
I h r  Mnjost had graciously wxeptccl it. He 
was very olJ and felt t ~ m t  tllc t i m  11nd come in 
which it behooved him to rdtire into thnt leisuro 
which be thought hc hnd,. perhaps, earned. He 
11nd hoped to cnrry this bdl 11s thc Inst nct of his 
political life; but ho was too old, loo stiff, ns he 
said, in his prejudices, to bend further than he 
had  bent nlrendy, and he  must lcnve the complc- 
tion of the  mntter in othcr hunds. Her Mnjcsty 
Ilnd sent for Mr. Grcsbnm,  nnd Mr. Grcsl~nm 
I1nd already sccn IIcr Majesty. MI-. Grcsham 
nnil his othcr collcnguos, though  they  dissentcd 
from the clnusc which hnd bcen cnrricd by tho 
united  efforts of gantlemen  opposite to him,  and 
of gentlcmcn bclow him on his own side of the 
No~~se ,  mcrc yonngor mon tllnn he, an,d would, 
for the count1 ’s snlie-and for tile s&ß of €€ar 
Mnjcsty - cnlcnvor to carry tho bill through. 
There would  then, of courso, bo n tlissolution, 
nnd the fllturc Govcrnmcnt would, no doubt, de- 
pond on the a!~oico  of thc country. Erom all 
wlliclk i t  IVM undcrstood that Mr. Gresham wns 
to go on with  tho bill to n conclusion, 11 hntcver 
might bo thc divisions cnrricd against him, nnd 
thnt a ncw Secretary of Stntc for Foreign  Affairs 
mustbo clloscn. Pllinons understood, alm, that 
ho hnd lost his scat at  Loughton. For the bor- 
ough of Lonphton  thew would never ngnin be an 
elaction. If I lind been Mr. Mildmny, I would 
have thrown  the  bill up nltogetllcr,” Lord  ßrent- 
Ford snid nfterwnrd ; “ but of course it was not 
for mc to intcrferc.” 

Tl10 session was protrnctcd for two months 
thnt -beyond the  timo nt, which grouse 

~hould hnva boen shot-nnd by t h o  23d of AU- 
pist becnmc the law of tho  land. “I shill1 
nevol- get ovor it,” snid Mr. Rntler  to Mr. Finn, 
lented one terribly hot evening on R bench be- 
Ilind tho Cabinet Ministers, ‘‘never. I don’t 
suppose S I I C ~  n scssion for work was ever known 
beforo. Think whnt i t  is to hnve to keep men 
togethcr in August, with tho thermometer  nt S l o f  
nntl the  rivcr  stinking like-like the very mis- 
chicf.” Mr. Ratler howover did not dic. 
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On the Inst day of the season Laurence  Fitz. 
gibbon resigned. Rumors reached  tho ears of 
yhineas as to the C ~ U S C  of this, but  no certnir 
 CRUS^ was told him. Tt was said  that Lori 
Cantrip  had insisted upon it, Laurcncc having 
by mischance been cnlled upon for some officii 
statement during  an  unfortunate  period of nb- 
sence. There was, however, a mystery nbouí 
it  ; bnt the mystery was not half so wonderful nt 
thc triumph to  Phineas, when Mr. Greshnm of. 
fered him  the place. 

“Bat I shall  have n o  sent,”  snid  Phincns. 
We shall  nonc of us luwe seats  to-tnorrov,’ 

said Mr. Grcsham. 
“ B u t  I,;l1n11 bç nt n loss to find n plncc tc 

stand for. 
I ‘  The election will not comc on till Novcmberl 

and you must look about you.  Both Mr. Monk 
and Lord Brentford  sccm to  think pou will be i r  
the ICousc.’) 

And so the bi11 was cnrricd,  nnd t h  sewior 
wns ended. 

CHAPTER XLVIIT. 
6 ‘  TBB Durm.’) 

By the  middle of September  thcre wns 86. 
sembIct1 n Inrgc pnrty nt Mntchiug Priory, I 
country mansion belonging to  Mr.  Plnntngonc 
Palliser. Tho Inen had ccrtninly bccn ch~sor  
in reference to their  political  fcclings nnd posi. 
tion, for thcrc wns not n gncst in thc  l~orrsc whc 
hnd votccl for Mr. T~lrnbull’s CI~IISC,  or t h  wifc 
or daughter, or sister of any  onc w110 had M 
votcd. Indced, in  thesc  dnys  politks m n  SC 
]lig11 that nmong politicihns all social  gatlrcringt 
wcrc brought  togethcr  with Bomc rcferencc tc 
t h  stnte of parties. Phineas \vas invitad, mi  
when he arrived nt  Matching  ha fo‘ound thnt hnlf 
tllc Cabinet IVRS thcrß. Mr. I h n C d y  wn8 1101 
tllcre, n o r  was Lndy  Lnurn. MY. Monk wn! 
tllcrc, nnd tlle Dukc-with tho Dtlclrc88, ani 
Mr. Gresham, and Lord Thrift ; MW Mn> 
Gocslcr wns there nlso, and Mrs. Bontccn-Mt*, 
Bontccn  bcing  detained  somewhere out of tht 
mny; nnd Violet EíTingllnrn ~vns expcctcd il: 
two dnys, nntl Lord  Chiltcrn  nt t h  end of t l ~ c  
weck, Lady Glencorn took nn opportunity ol‘ 
impnrting this latter inFormation to IJlrincns vcry 
soon aftcr his nrrivnl ; nntl X’l~inons, ns I10 watch- 
ed hol- ogc and her month while s l ~ c  ßpoke, was 
quice sure tlrnt Lndy  Glcncom knew tho s toq  
of the duol. ‘(1 sllnll bo dcligllrctl to  ace him 
ngnin,” said Phincns. <‘Tllnlr is n11 right,” m i c l  
Lntly Glencorn. Tlwctvere  HO thcrc MIV. ancl 
Mrs. Grey, who WCTC grcnt Fricnrls of thc X’n,llí- 
sers--rind on the very dny on mltich Pllincns 
rcncherl Mntching, nt hnlf nn llolzr hcforc t h o  
t i m  For clressing, tho Dukc of Omnium nrrivcrl. 
Nou; Mr. Pdliser wns the DIIICC’S ncpllcw nntl 
hcir,  nnd t h  Dukc of Omnium was n very grcnt 
person indced. I hardly  know why i t  sl~onld 
have been so, bat tho  D&e of Omnium WBS cel*- 
tninly n grcntcr  man in public astimntion  than 
the other dnl;c then present-thc llukc of St. 
Bnngny, The Dukc of St;. Btlngaywas n uscful 
man, and lind bccn so n11 his life, sitting in Cab- 
inets ancl serving his country,  constant ns any 
pcar in t;hc I-Iousc of rhlds, nl14~tys rcndy to taka 
on his own ehoulders any troablcsomc work 1.0- 
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came down into t h  drnwing-room he was angr 
with himself, ancl stood  apart ; and was then ar 
gry with himself  again bccause he  stood npnr 
Why should ho mnka a difference in  his ow 
benring hccnnsc thcre \vas such L man  in th 
company?  And  get he coulcl not avoid i 
When ho cntcrcd  the room the Duke was stand 
ing in n large bow-window7 and two or three Ir 
dies nnd two or  three men wcre stunding  roun 
him, Phineas would not go near the grou1 
telling himself that IIC would not  approach n ma 
st1 grand as was the Duke of Omnium. He sa1 
Mnclanle Mns  Goeslcr among  the  pnrty, ancl aft 
cl’ n nhilo he saw her retrent. As she retreated 
Phineas kno\V that some word from l\faclnrn 
Max Goesler hnd not bcen received with th 
grnciollsncss which s110 had expeetecl. Ther 
was tllc pretticst  smile  in  the world on tho Indy’ 
fnce, and she took a cor!lor on  n s o h  with an ai 
of pcrfect; sntisfaction. But  yet  Phineas  kne\ 
thnt shc had  rcceivcd  n  woona. 

( (  X cnlXcd twice on yotx in London,”  said  Etnn 
cas, coming up closc to  her, but \vas qot for 
tunntc ouough to find you !’j 

“Yes; bat you cnmc so late  in  the season n 
to mnke i t  impossible  that  there  should be any 
arrnngcmoncs for our meeting. ~ h n t  can an! 
wornnn do wllon n gentlemm calls on hor il 
Angnst ?” 

( I  I calna in  July.’’ 
“Yes, you did ; on the i3lst. I keep t h  

most  nccurnte  record of n11 snclz things,  Mr.  Rinn 
But  let 11s hopo thnt we mRy llave bettor  luck nex 
yca~, I n  the moan time, wo can  only enjoy th( 
good things that ara going.” 
‘I Socially, or  politically,  Mndnme Goosler P i ’  
‘‘ Oh, socially. TIOW can I mcnn  any thing 

elsc whcn tho Ihke  of O m n i t m  is  llerc 2 I feo: 
80 much  tnllcr nt bcing in the same  housc wiel- 
him. Do not yon?  But you are a spoiIed chili 
of fortune, and porllnps you llave  met  him be. 
foro, ” 
“ I tllinlr I once m v  the bnclr af n hat in  thc 

p r k ,  and somebody told mc  thnt the Du1:c’s lzci~d 
wns insido it.” 

U And yon havo never secn llim but tlmf 
onco ?j’  

“ Novor but tllnt once-till now.” 
And do  not you fccI elnted?” 

( I  O F  courm I do. $or what do you tnke me, 
Madarno Gocslcr P” 

( (  I do-immonncly. I believe him to be n 
fool, nnd J novar heard of bis doing n  kind nct 
to  nny body in my lifa,” 

“Not when he gavc  tho  mcchorsc to  Lady 
Glcncorn 7” 

I monder whether that wns trun. Did you 
CVOF haar of such m nbsnrdity P As I WRS say- 
ing, I don’t think Iza cvcr did any thing for any 
body ; bttt then, you know, to bo D~tlic of Om- 
nium! Ir; isn’t noccssary-is it-that a Dukc 
of Omnium ~ 1 ~ 0 ~ 1 ~ 1  do any thing except bc Duke 
of Omnium 3” 

At this molncnt Lndy Glcncorn enmc u$ to 
Phinens, nncl took him ncross to  the nuke. .Hm 
Duke had cxprosscd n desire to bo introcluced to 
him, Phineas,  half-plcascd and half-disgLwted, !:cl no nlternRtivc, nnd followed Lady Glencorn. 
1 h a  Dmlro shook hnnds with him, and mach a 
l i t th  bow, and said something about the garrot- 
Crs, which Phinen in  h i s  confusion, dicl not 
qtlitc  understand, $10 tricc1 to reply as 11e would 
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have replied to  any body else ; but tho weight, of 
the Duke’s mnjesty was too mucl1 for him, and 
he bungled. The Duke made mother  little 
~ O I V ,  and in a moment was speaking  n word of 
condescension to some other  favored  indiTidaal. 
Phineas  retreated  altogether disgusted-hating 
tile Duke,  bnt  hating himself worse; but ho 
would not retreat in the direction of &Iadame 
Max Goesler. I t  might  suit  that  lady to take an 
instant  little  revenge for her discomfiture, but it 
did  not suit him  to dg so. The question mith 
him  would be, whether in eome future  part of 
his cnrcer it might not be his duty  to assist in  
putting down Dakes of Omnium. 

A t  dinner  Phiness sat between Mrs. Bonteen 
nnd the Duchess of St. Bungny, and did not find 
himself very h&ppy. At the other encl of the ta- 
Ide the Duke-thc grent Duke, was seated at 
Lady GlencortVs right hand, and on his  other 
side Dortune had placed Maclame Max Goesler. 
Thc  greatest  interest which Phinens  had during 
the clinner was in watching the operations-the 
:rinmphnntly succcssful operntions of that lady. 
Before dinner s110 had been wounded bv the 
Inke, The duke had not condescended io nc- 
:ord the honor of his little bow of graciousness to 
some little  flattering morsel of wit which the Indy 
had uttered on his behoof. She had said asharp 
word or two in her momentary anger to  Phincas ; 
jut when Fortune w.as so good to her  in that 
nnttcr of her place at  dinner, she was  not Pool 
mough to throw  away her chance:  Throughout 
;he sonp  and fish she was very quiet. She said 
t worli or two after her  first glass of cbampngnc. 
rhe Duke refused two dishes, one  after  another, 
tnd then she glided  into  conversation.  By tho 
ime that he had his roast-mutton bcforc him 
he  was  in fil1 play, and as she eat her peach, 
he Duke was bending over her with his most 
yacious smile. (‘ Didn’t  yon  think the scssion‘wns very long, 
Nr. Iqinn ?” snid the  Duchcss  to Phineas. 
‘‘ Very long  indeed,  DuctlessI” snicl Phineas, 

with  his  nttcntion  still Ased on Madame Max 
Gocslcr. 

‘‘ The Duka found i t  very  troublesome.” 
“3: dare say ha did,” mid Phineas. ThRt 

duke and that duchcss wero no more than any 
other man and  any  other man’s wife. The sea- 
sion had not  been  longer to the Duke of St. Bnn- 
gny than  to all the public servants. Phincns 
had the  greatest possible rcspect for the Duke of 
St. Bungay, bue he could i1ot take much intcrest 
in the wnilings of the Duchess on l m  busband’s 
behalt‘. 

“And things do seem to be so ve~y ttncom- 
fortablc now,” snid theDucbess-thinking pavt- 
Ig of the  resignation of Mr. Mildmny, and partly 
of the  fact  thnt her own old peculinr maid who 

lived with her for thirty pews had retired 
into private life. 

1‘ Not SO very bnd, Duchess, I hope,’’ said 
Phinoas, observing that  at  this moment Mndmm 
Max GoesIer’s eyes .vverc brilliant  with triumph. 
Then there  cnme upon him a sudden  ambition 
-that ;he would lilre to “ cut  out ” the Duke of 
Omniumin the estimation of Madame  Max Goes- 
Ier. The briglltness of Madame M m  G ~ e s l e r ’ ~  
cycs l ~ ~ d  not been thrown away upon our ] w o +  

Violet  Effinghnm capne at the ‘appointed time, 
rind, to  tbc  surprise of Phineas, was brought  to 
N a t c l h g  by Lord Brantford.  Phineas at first 



- 148 PHINEAS FINN, THE IRISH MEMBER. 
thought  that it WRB intended  that the Earl an 
his son should meet nnd make up their qL1arn 
at fiIr, PsIliscr’s house. But Lord Brentfor 
staid only one night, and  Phineas  on  the ne: 
morning  heard  the whole history of his comin 
and going from Violet. “I have  almost bee 
on my kneestohim to stay,” she said. ‘‘ Indeel 
I did go on my knees-actually on my knees.” 

“And what did he say P ”  
“He put  his arm round  me  and kissed m‘ 

and-and-1 CRU nat tell you d 1  that he said 
But it ended in this-that if Clliltern can b 
mnde to go to Saulsby, fatted calves withont stir; 
mill be killed. I shall do a11 I can t o  muka hir 
go ; and so must you, Mr. Finn. Ofcourse tho 
silly asir in foreign parts is not to  make an  
difference between you two.” 

Phinens smiled, and said he would do 11; 
best, and looked up into  her face, and was jus  

* able to talk to her as though things were goin 
comfortably mith him. But his heart WS ver 
cold. As Violet had spoken to him about Lor 
Chiltern,  there had come upon him, for thc  fin 
time-for tile first t ime since  he had know 

a that Lard Chiltern had been refused--Rn ideo 
n doubt, whether even yet Violet  might not be 
come Lord Chiltcm’s wife. His heart was ver, 
sad, but he struggled on, declaring that i t  w n  
incumbent on them both to bring  together th 
father and son. 

I am so glad to hear you say so, Mr. Finn, 
said Violet. “I really do bclievc thnt you cn: 
do more toward it than nny one elsc. Lor1 
Chiltern would think nothing of my ndvicc- 
would hardly speak t o  me on such R subject 
But he respects you ns meIl as likes you, anfi 
not  the fess because of what has occurred.” 

How mas it  that Violet should knoiv aught of 
tbe respect or liking felt by this rejected snìto 

1 for that other suitor, mho had also been rejected 
And how was i t  that  she was thus able to talk oj 
one of them to the other, as though neither o 
them hacl ever come forward with such R suit 
Phineas felt his position to be so strange as to b 
almost bnrdensorne. Ha lmd told Violet, wher 
she had refused h i m ,  very plainly, that he shonl~ 
come again to  her, and ask once  more for th 
great gifc which he coveted. Bat he could no 
ask again now. I n  tho first place, there WR; 
that in her manner which  made him  sure t h  
were he to do so, he would nsk in vain ; nnc 
then  he fdt   that  she vas  placing n special confi. 
dence in kim, against which ho would commi 
a sin were he to use Ilor prcscnt  intimacy wit1 
him for pu~posas of mnking IOPC. They t w c  
were to put their shoulders together to hcll 
Lord Chiltern, and whilo doing so he co~rld 1101 
continua R suit which would be felt by bot11 of 
them to ba hostile to Lord Chiltcrn. There 
might be opportunity €or n chance word, nnd if 
so the cllance word should be spoken;  but he 
could not mnko R deliberm attack,  such as he 
had madc in Portman Squnre. Violet nlsa 
probably  nndemood  that she had not now been 
caught i n  n mouse-trap. 

The Duke W R S  to spon¿í four days at  Match- 
ing: and on the third day-the dny before Lord 
Chlltern mas expected-he w a s  to be scen rid. 

d h g  with Madame Max Goeslcr by his side. 
Madama “ax Gocsler ~ v m  known as n perfect 
horsewoman-one, indeed, who \vas ratllcr fond 
of going 8 little fast on horseback, and who 

rode well to  ho~mds. But the Dukc seldom 
moved out of n w a l k ,  and on this occasion Ma- 
dilme Max was as steady  in ller sent and almost 
ns slow 8s the mountcd ghost in  Don Junn.  
But it was said by some there, cspecinlly by 
Mrs. Bonteen, that  the  convemtion between 
them was not slow. And on the next morning 
tile Duke anil Mndnmc Max Gocsler were to- 
gether again bcforc luncheon, standing on n 
terrace at the back of t h  IIOLIS~, looking down 
on n party who were playing croquet on tllc 
lnwn. 
“DO you ncver play?” snid thc Dukc. 
4 ‘  Oh yes ; one does every thing n littlc.’l 
“1 am sure yon would play woll. Why do 

I L  No ; 1 shall not plny now.” ‘( I should like to seo yon with your mnllet.’’ 
((1 am sorry your Grncc can  not b o  grntificd. 

I have pla.yc¿l croquet till 1 am tired of it, and 
have come to think i t  3s only fit for boys and 
girls. Tbc grent thing is to  give them oppor- 
tunities for flirting, and it docs that.” 

4‘  Aid do you ncvcr f l iy t ,  Mndamc Go~slcr?” 
4 4 Never nt croquot, Dnltc. ” 

Ancl what with you ju tho choiccst timo?” 
(‘Thnt depends on so many things, nnd so 

mnch on the chosen person. What do you scc- 
ommend?” 

Ah! I nm so ignorant. I cnn rocommcnd 
nothing.” 

((What do  you sny t o  n mountain-top at  
dawn on a summer c l ~ y  P ”  nskcd Mnilutnc Max 
Gocsler. 

Pon mnke me shivx,” snill tho ’S)al;c. 
U Or n bont on n 1dw on n 8ummcr evcning, 

or n good lend after bounds with nobody CISO 
within thrcc fields, or tho bottom of a salt-mino, 
or the deck of an occnn stcamcr, or n xnilitwy 
bospital in  time of war, or a railway jotrrncy 
from Paris  to Maracilles ’3” 

‘LMadamo Mnx Goesler, yon l1nt.o t110 most 
uncomfortnblc idens.’? 

“1 hnvc no doubt your Grnco has tried cnch 
of them-succcssfully. Brit pcrllap, ttker nl1, 
a comfortnble chair ovcr n good fhc, in a prct- 
ty room, bents cvery thing.” 
‘(1 think it does, ccrtninly,”  snid tho D~nkc. 

Tllcn he \vhispe~ed somcthing n t  which IkIn- 
dnmc Mnx Goeslcr blushed and  milc cd, n ~ l d  im- 
mediately aftor thnt  shc followcd thosa who llnd 
nlrcRdy gono in to lnnch. 

Mrs. ßontccn hnd bcen Ilovering round tho 
;pot on the  tcrrnce on wllicll thc 1)uko tund  
Mndnme RInx Gocslcr l1ud bccn &miling, look- 
ing on with envions cy&, xnaditnting wmc nt- 
;acl;, some interruption, uomc cscuao €or nn in -  
;erpolation, but her cournge had fnilcd hor, oncl 

llnd not dared to nppronch. Tho Duko 11ad 
C I I O I Y ~  nothing of tho  lxmxing propinquity of 
MPF. Bonteen, but Maclnmc Goesler lind sccn 
md hnd undorstood i t  d l .  

“Dear Mrs. Bontccn,” shc said nftcrwnrd, 
‘why did you not como and  join n s ?  Tl~c 
h k o  was so plcnsant.” 

“TWO is oompnny, ancl throo j8 nono,” mid 
firs, Donmon, who in  her  anger IVRS hardly nblo 
O choose har words quito ns wol1 na SIIO might 
lavo donc hnd she bccn moro cool. 

“Our friend Mnclnme MW 11ns mndc quito 
1 new conque&,” said Mrs, Bontacn to Eady 
2lencora. Y) 

yon not play now P” 
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X am so plcnscd,” said Lady Glencorn, wit1 

npparcntly  unaffected  delight. “It is such L 
grctlt  thing  to  get any body to amuse my  uncle 
You sca evcry body can  not talk to him, and 11c 
will not tnllr t o  every body.” 

‘ 4  130 tdltcd  enough to her, in  all conscience,’ 
snid Mrs. Bonteen, who WIS now more  nngq 
than evcr. 

C1LXAl’TER XLIX. 
TIKP D U B L I S T B  M E E T .  

LORD CrIxrmmN nrrivcd, nncl Pllincas wns c 
little ncrvous ns to their mecting. I-Xe camc 
bnclc from sllootirlg on thc dny in qacstion, and 
tvns told by tho servnnt  thnt Lord  Cl~iltcrn wn!: 
in  the Izousc. Phincns wcnl; into the billiard. 
1‘00~ in his Lniclterbockers, thinking probably 
that ha might be thcre,  and  then  into the drnw. 
inproom, and nt last into  tho libmry-but Lord 
Chiltcrn tvas not  to bo found. A t   k s t  he came 
across Violat;. 

IInvc you seen h im?”  ho nslced. 
‘ I  Ycs ; ho tvns with  mc l~n l f  n11 h o w  sincc, 

wnlking rot111d the gardons.“ 
L i  And h o w  is he? Como; toll me something 

nbont him.” 
I ncvor  kncw him to be moea plenriant. EIc 

wonlcl give na promise  about Snulsby, but llc 
did not m y  tlmt ha would noli go.” 

L(  I)OCY ho know that I nm llore ?j’ 

‘ L  Yos ; I told him so. I told him how  much 
])lcasuro I should hnve in scciug you two to- 
gol;hcr as frielldfl.” 

41: 110 ~ a u g ~ ~ c d ,  nnd siid you WCI*O tho  best 
fellow in LIIO world. You sco I nm obligcd to 
be explicit.” 

‘L J3ut why did l m  Inugh P’’ I’lrincas nslccd. 
110 did not toll mc, bnt I sapposa il was bo- 

enusa Iln wns thinking of a littlo trip ha once 
tonkt to IkJgitun, RIUI ha pcrcoivccl thnb 1 kncw 
all nboat, it.” 

‘ G  X wondcr who told potr, But ncver mind. 
X do not moan co ask my questions4 As I do 
not  like thnt ottr first rnccting shoulcl be beforo 
n11 tho puopla in  tlrc (lmwing-room, Z will go to 
him in híR own op oom." 

A l t 1  what did ha snv ?‘l  

4 ‘  Do, do;  thnt will bo so nice of you.” 
Pllincas  sent his cnrd  up by n scrvnnt, and  in 

11 fcw minukes wns standing with his hand on 
tho lock of Lord Chiltcrn’s door. The lnst time 
110 11nc.l seen this  man,  they had mct with pisLols 
i n  thcir hands to shoot nt cnch  othcr, and Lord 
Chiltcrn had in truth doue his  very  best  to s h o t  
his opponent. Tho causo of qanrrol tvnri the 
snmc bctwcon thcm ne em*. 1Y1inon~ had not 
givon u p  VioIct, nnd l ~ n d  no intention of giving 
h e y  up. And he l1nd received no intimation 
whntovor from his  rival  that tllcro ~ n s  t o  bß R 
truca betmoen them. lJhinens Ilad indccd 
written in  friendship to Lord Chiltern, but 110 
Ilad receivcd no answer: nnd nathing of cer- 
tninty V P ~ S  to bo gnt~~ored  from tho report which 
Violet had ju& made. It rnigllt wall bo tbat 
Lord Clliltern would tnrn upon him now i n  his 
wrath, nnd that thero would be some scene 
wl$clr in B strange housa virould bo obviously ob- 
jcctionnblo.  Nevertholess ha had. resolved thnt 
a w n  thnt  would b@ bcttor than a chance cn- 

counter among strangers in  a drawing-room. 
so the door was opened, and  the  two  men met. 

“Well, old follow,” said Lord Chiltern, 
lnLq$1itlg. Then  all  doubt IVVRS over, and in R 
moment Phineas was shaking his former, and 
present  friend, warmly by the hand. ‘ 6  s o  IvQ’ve 
come t o  bo an Under-secretary, have we, and 
al1 that kind of thing ? ”  
“I had to get inco harness, when tho harness 

offered itself,” mid  Phincas. 
“ 1 suppose So. It’s a deuce of a bore, isn’t 

i t ?” 
“ I always lilted work, you know.” 
<‘I thought you likcd  hunting better. Pou 

uscd to ride as if you did. There’s Bonebreaker 
bnclc agnin in tho stable for you. That poor fool 
who bought him could do nothing with him, and 
I k t  l l i m  llave his money back.” 
“ I don’t soc why you should have done thnt.” 

Becnusa P was the  biggest fool of the two. 
Do you rcmcmbcr when that brute got me down 
undcr  the  bank  in  the river? Thut was about 
tho nenrcst touch I cver had. Lord bless m e ;  
how he did squcexc me. So Bere  got^ me 
staying with tho Pallisers, one of a Government 
party, Isoppose. Bat wlmt are you going to do 
for n seat, my fricnd?” 

Don’t  talk  about tllnt yct,  Chiltern.” 
“ A flore subjmt, isn’t i t ?  I tllink they havc 

been quite right, you know, to put  Loughton 
into tho melting-pot, though I’m sorry enough 
for your sake.” 

I r  Quite right,” said Phineas. 
And yet you voted ngninst  it,  old chap P 

Dut, come; I’m not  going to be down upon yon. 
30 my father has been l~crc?” 
‘‘ Yes ; l x  ’IV.RS bere for R dag OT two.” ‘‘ Violet l m  jnst becn tcliing me. You and 

“ 1 truvt wc arc.” 
‘ 6  EIc nover l~enrd of thnt  littlc affair ?” And 

Lorcl Clliltcrn nodded his head, intending to  
Indicate tho direction of Blankcnbcrg. 

I do not  think he lins as y&,’’ 

le are  as good Ericrrds n s  cvcri)” 

“ So Violct  tells ma. OE course yon knlow 

( 4  I 11avc rcnson to supposa as muah.8’r 
6‘ And 60 docs rdallrdt 
4 4  T told 11er myself,,*saic1 ~11i~ncncas. d 
( 4  The deuco you did, But I dare say i t  ~vns 

?or the best. It’$ n pity you Izad not  proclaimed 
it nt C h r j n g  Cross, anil then nobody wodd 
I~avo bolievod R word nbou$ it- Of cowsc my 
rather will l1ear i t  some day.” 

‘ 4  You aro going to Snulsby, I hope, Chiltern?” 
L ‘  Thnt question is ansier  asltod than answered. 

[t is quite true thnt the great difficulty Ilas beon 
fot over. Lnurn has had her money. And if 
ny futiler will only acknowledge thnt he has 
nronged me throughout, from beginning  to and, 
C will go to  Saulsby ~ Q - ~ I O T P O W  ; n11d \vould 
JOU out; nt  Loughton  the  next day, only ,that 
Lollghton is not Loughtan any longor.” 

You can not expocl; your fathar  to do that.” 
“No ; nnd therefore  thero is a diflodty. SO 

;O~I’VO hnd thnt awfully pondarous Duke hcre. 
daw did you get on with  hinl?” 

L~Admirably, Ha condescended t o  do soma- 
,hing which ho called filmking hands with 

L‘ 1.10 is the  grcutost old dust jout,” said Lord 
Xiltern clisrespectfully~ , crDid  he take any 
lotice of VìoIct ?j1 

bat  811~ htts heard d l  d ~ ~ t ~ d t  it.” 



“Not  that I observed.” 
H e  ought not lo  be allowed into the  same 1 ’ 

$ 9  

* !  The question was so hard to be answered, that 
Phineas did  not at first make any  attempt- to I 

room mith her.” After  that  there was a short 
pause, as Phineas felt some hesitation in  speak- 
ing of Miss EfEnghnm to Lord Chiltern. “And 
how do you get on with her T” asked Lord Chil- 
tern. Here was n question for R man to answer. 

ansver  it, ‘ 6  You know exactly the ground tllnt 
I stand on.” continued Lord Chiltcrn. ‘( She 1 
more  fortunate P” 

Lord Chiltern, ns he nsked his question, look 
ed fd l  into  Finn’s face in a manner  that was il 
resistible. His look was not one of anger, nc 
even of pride. I t  was not, indeed, without 
strong dnsh of fun. But such ns it was it shon 
ed Pllincas  that Lord Chiltern  intended  to hav 
an answer. ~‘No,”said be at last, “I 1 1 ~  
not becn more fortunate.” 

( 6  Perhaps you have changed yonr mind, 
said his host. 

ci No ; I hnw not changed my mind,” sai 
Phinens quickly. 
‘CHOW stands  it,  then? Coma ; let W S  b 

honest to each other. I told you down nt Wi 
lingford that I would quarrel w i t h  nny man w11 
attempted to cut me out  with Violet Efinghtln 
You made up your mind thnt you would do S( 
and therefore 1 qnnweled wi th  yon. Qnt IV 
can’t always be fighting duels.” 

c t  I hope we may not 11avc to fight nnotller.” 
“No; it would bß nbsurd,”snid Lord Chil 

tern. “1 rather  think  thnt whnt  wß did \VR 

absurd.  But upon my lifc I did not sco n n ;  
other m y  out of it. Uowcvcr, thnt is over 
How is it to be now?” 

What nm 1 to say in answer to  that P” ask 

Just  the truth. You have nsked her, I sup 
ed Phinens. 

pose P j’ 
“Yes ; 1 have nsked her.” 

‘‘ Yes ; slm rcfused Mc.” 

((1 shall, if I  eve^ think tlmt  thcrc is n chancc 

And she has refused you ?” 

And you mean to ask her ngnin P” 

Indeed, Chiltcrn, I believe 1 shnll, whet,her 
think  that I haw nny chnnce or nat.” 

‘b  Thon mc start fni~vly, Finn. I certainly shal 
do so. Z believe I once told you thnt 1 nevci 
would ; but thnt was long bcforc I suspected 
that you would cnter for tho snmc plate. What 
a man says on such n matter when he is down 
in  t h  mouth goes for nothing. Now wc nndcr- 
stand aach other, and you 11nd bet,tcr go nncl 
dress. The bell rang nearly hnlf nn ]mur ago, nnd 
m7,fellow is han gin^ about outsido tile door.” 

1he interview had in one respect been very 
pleasnnt to  Phincas, and in nnotllcr i t  lmd bcon 
w r y  bitter. It was plensnnt to him to know 
thnt he nnd Lord Chiltern wcre ngnin friends. 
I t  was a delight to him to feel  that  this 11nlf-snv- 
age but high-spirited young nobleman, who had 
becn so nnsiow to fight with him and to shoot 
him, was ncverthaless ready ta own that ha had 
bellaved well. Lord  Chiltern  had in firct ac- 
knowledged tlmt though he Ilad been anxious 
to blow out our bero’s brains, lm tvns awa1.o 1111 
the time  thnt our hero WS n good sort of fellow, 
Phinens understood this, and felt thnt j t  was 
plensnnt. But with this understanding, and ac- 

compnuying this pl~asurc, there w n s  cz conviction 
in his hcart that the  distance betwcen Lorll 
Chiltern and Violet mould daily gl*ow to be less 
and still less, and  that  Lard  Chittern could af- 
ford to be generous. If Miw Eflingllnm could 
teach herself to be fand of Lord Clliltcrn, whnt 
had be, Pllincns Zinn, to otYw in opposition to 
the claims of such n snitor? 

That evening Lord Chiltern took Miss Eflink- 
ham out  to  dinner. Yllinens told bimsclf thnt 
this was of c o w w  so nrrnngad by Lndv Glenco- 
ra, with the express view of serving tlio Snulsby 
interest. IC WS almost nothing to him nt the 
momcnt that  Madam Max Gocslor wns intrnst- 
cd to him. EIc hnd his nn~bition respecting 
Madame Max Goeslcr; bnt  tllnt for tllc time 
was in nboyanca. TIC could hnrdly keep his 
eyes off Miss Effinghnm. Ancl yet, as Ile wc11 
kncw, his obsorvntion of hcr must bo quito uae- 
less.  I-Ic  lrnevv  bcforehnncl, with nbsolntc accurn- 
cy, the manner in wllicll she would trcnt her 
lover. She would bo Bind, genial, friendly, con- 
fidential, my, nflcctionate ; nnd yet Ilor mnrlncr 
would moan  notlling--wonlcl givc no d u o  to Ilor 
futuro clecisiun citllcr for or agninst Lord Chil- 
tern. It was, RB JTllinens thoagl~t, n pcculiwity 
with Violet lMìng11arn tlrnt shc could trctlt her 
rejcctcd lovors as dear hrnilinr í‘ricnds irnmcdi- 
atcly nf tc~  her rcjection af tl~cm. 

Mr. Finn,” snid Madama Max Goc~ler, 
c L y o ~ ~ ~  eyes and cars we  tcll-tulcs of your pns- 
sion.” 
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fnthcr and mother-and I 

tllnt I shonldn’t betilcvc nny body WBO told m 
that ho did any  thing bccause of the  commnnd 
ments.” 

‘ t  Oh, Lord  Chiltern 1” 
l’coplc arc so prejudiced and so uscd to hum 

llug tllnt, for the most part, t h y  da  not  in t111 
h s t  know  their own motivcs for whnt  they do 
X mill go to Saulsby to-morrow-for n rcwnrd.” 

I L  Bor whnt rcwnrd P” snid Violct, blushing. 
LcJ?o~* tho  only  one ín the  world  thnt COUIC 

tcmpt m e  to  do any thing.” 
“ You should go for the  snkc of duty. I slzouli 

not cvcn  cnrc to seo you go, much ns I long fol 
it, if thnt  fccling  did  not  take yon thcrc.’* 

I t  W S  nrrangcd  thnt l’hincns and Lard Chil. 
torn wcro to lcnvo  Matching  togethcr.  Phincn: 
wns to rcmnin nt  his oiEcc all October, and i r  
Nrlvcmbcr  tllc gcncrnl election was to tnlte  plncc. 
Whnt  he lind hithcrto  hcnrd  ahout a. future seni 
IVVI~S most vnguc, but ho  wns to mcct  Rntlcr nnd 
Dnrrington  Erlc i n  London, and i t  hnrl  bccr: 
undcrstood  thnt  Bnrrington  Erlc,  who wns non 
nt Snulshy, wns to make some inquiry ns to thnl 
group of boronglw of mhich Loughton  nt thit 
momcnt formccl onc. n u t  ns Lougllton  was t b c  
xmc~llcst of four lmrouglls, and ns onc of tbc  foul 
had for mnny years hnd n rcprcsentfltivc of its 
own, I’bincns fcarcd thnt  no sI1ccess ~votdrl bc 
found  therc. In  his  prcscnt  ngony ho begnn t a  
think  thnt  tllcrc  might bc n strong plcn  mndc fol 
n fcw privnto seats in t l ~ c  IIouse of Commons, 
rwl thnt  tho  propricty of throwing  Lougllton 
into tho melting-pot wns, nftcr all, opon to qucs- 
tion. IZO nncl Lord Cl~iltorn  wcra  to  rcturn to 
Lolldon  togcthor,  and Lord Chiittern, according 
to  his proscnt  scheme, WRS t o  procecd  nt  oncc to 
Willingford l o  look nfter tho  cub-hunting.  Noth- 
ing tlmt  cithor  Violct or 1’hin.eens could  say  to 
hiln would induca hin1 to promise to go to Snuls- 
hy. Whcn Phincns prcsscd it,  hc w a s  told by 
Lord Clliltarn that  hc  ~vns n fool for his pnins- 
by which  l’hincns  undcrstood pcrfccctly wc11 thnt 
wlrcn Lord Chiltcrn did go to Snulsby, IE, Phin- 
cm, wns to  tnkc thnt ne strong  cvidcncc  tlmt 
evcry thing \VIM over for  hiln as rcgnrilcd  Violct 
Eflìtlghnm. Wlmn  Violot  csl)rcssctl  her  engcr- 
ness thnt  tho  visit  should bo n~ndc, sllo wns seop- 
ped with an nssurnnco thnt d l 0  could  hava i t  dono 
n t  oncc  if ~ l l a  plcnscd. Let him  only bo cnablccl 
to  cnrry with him  tho  tidings or his  betrothal, 
nncl ho wonlcl starb for his fldlcr’s housc without 
an 11our’s dclay. 13ub this nutbority Violct would 
not Rivo him. W l m  h o  nnswcrcd hcr nftur  this 
fashion slm could  only  tcll  him  tllnt ho wns un- 
gcnarous, I L  At nny rntc, I nm not fnlso,” he 
rcplictl on one occnsion. “Wlmt I sny itr tho 
rrut,h.” 

Tllcro ~vns  n  very tendcr pnrting  betmecn  Phin- 
cas nnd Madnme Mnx Gooslor. She l1nd Ienrn- 
ad from him protty  nenrly d l  his history, and 
certainly  know  morc of tho  rculity of his nffnirs 
than any of thoso in  London w110 had bccn  his 
moat stnncll fricnds. Of colirso you’ll  got R 
r;ant,” sho said as he took his Icnvo of llar. <‘If 
I undcrstand it, nt  all, thcy ncvcr  throw  over an  
ally sa uscful ns yon nre.” 

“But tho intention is thnt  in  this  mnttcr no- 
body shall any Iongcr llnvo tho powcr of throw- 
ing ovcr, or of not  throwing ovcr, any body.” 

Tlmt is d1 very wcll, my friend ; but  cnkes 
will still bo hot in tho  mouth,  cvcn  though Mr. 

Daubcny  turn  purist,  mith Mr. T t ~ ~ n b u l l  to help 
him. If yon want any assistance in finding a 
Sent pou will not go to the People’s Ijanner- 
cven yet.” 

“ Certainly  not  to the Peopte’s Buriner." 
“ I don’t p i t e  understand  what  the  frnnchise 

is, ” continucd Mndame Max GoesIer. 
“ ~Iousehold in boruugbs,” snid Pllinens mith 

some energy. 
“ Very \vCll, houschold in borouglls. 1 dnre 

sny thnt  is vcry finc  and vcry liberal, thoug11 I 
don’t comprehend it in the least. And YOU want 
CL borongll.  Vcry well. You wont go to tile 
Ilouscholds. X don’t think you will-not at first, 
thnt is.” 
“ Where shnll I go then 3” 
‘ l  Oh, to some grcnt  patron of a borougtl; 

3r a. club ; or pcrliaps to some grent firm. TIIO 
l~ousel~olds mill know nothing  about  it  till t l q  
m told. l u  not tllot i t?” 
“ Tho truth is, Madame MRX. I do not ];now 

kvllcrc I sllnll go. I nm like B child lost in a 
rvood. And you mny  nndcrstanrl  this; if you 
30 nol SCC mc in Park Lnnc hcforo tho end of 
Tnnnary, I shnll llavc pcrishcd in the wood.” 

Then I will come and find yon- with a 
;roop of houscholdcrs. You mill came. You 
,vil1 bc tllcrc. I do not  bcliero in dent11 corning 
kvithout signs. You nrc full of life.” As s l~c  
yokc, sho  had  hold of his  hnnd, nnd tllcre was 
lobody near thcrn. Thcy were in n little book- 
‘oom inside the library nt Matching, and t h  
loor, though not  latched, wns ncnrlv closed. 
?hincas had flnttcrcd himself that ‘Mndame 
2oosler 11nd rctreatcd  therc  in ordey that  this 
hrcwcll might bc spoken ~ ~ i t h o u t  interruption. 
LAnd, Mr. Finn, I moncler nllethcr I mny sny 
,ne  thing,” she continucd. 

U You may say nny thing to me,” he rc- 
)licd. 

CLNo, not in  this country, i n  this Englnnd. 
Chcrc w c  things  one may not sny hcrc-thnt 
wc tnboocd by it sort of consent-nnd thnt nith- 
)ut nny rcason.” Shc’pnnscd ngnin, nnd Phin- 
: m  wns at n loss to tllink wvhrrt was the  subject on 
vllich she wns about to spcnk. Could she 
nenn-? No; she m;ld not rnenn to give him 
my outward plnin-spoken sign  that she wns nt- 
nchcd to him. It wns the pcculinr merit of this 
nan  thnt ho nns not win,  though much was 
lone to him to fill him with vanity ; nnd ns t h  
dca c~~osscd his brain, he hated llimsclf bccnnsc 
t lm1 been therc. 
“To me you may sny any thing, Mndnmc 

Joesler,’! he said, hcrc  in  Englnnd, ILS plainly 
.s though we were in Vicnnn.” 

“But  I can  not say it in En~l i sh ,”  sho snid. 
Phen in  French, bhh ing   and  Innghing 88  she 
poke-almost stnmmcring in &c af hcr usual 
elf-confidcncc-shc told  him i a h t  nccidcnt had 
lade l~e r  rich, fl111  of money. Money was 8 
rug with  her. Money SIE kncw wns wanted, 
ven for houscholdcrs. Would he not under- 
tand  hcr, and colnc to her, and  learn from her 
ow faithful n woman couId be? 
I h  still wns holding her by thc  hand, and  he 

ow I-niscd ir, to his lips nnd kisscd it. "Tbc 
ffcr from y011,~’ hc said, L( is RS l~ígl~-mínded, LIS 
cnerous, and ns honornble ns its acceptance by 
IC wo~dd bo mean-spirited, vile, and ignoblc. 
itit whether 1 fail or  whctherI succecd, you shall 
cc me bcforc thc wíntor ís over.” 



4 CXAPTER L. 
l AGAIN SUCCESSFUL. j 

i 
PHINEAS also saicl a word of farewell to Vio 

ing peculiar in  ber little  speech to him, OT in  h i  
to her. CL Of course we shall see each  other i 
London. Don’t ttdk of not being in the HOUSC 
.Of course you will be in the House.” The 
Phineas had shaken his head and smiled 
Where was he to find 2t requisite  number O 
11ouseholdcrs prepared to return him ? BUG fl 
he went up to  London  he told himself thnt  th 
air of the House of Commons was now the ver, 
breath of his nostrils. Life to him without j 
wodd be no life. To have come within the r e d  

his mark so as to have almost insured futur1 
S U C C ~ S S ,  to I w e  been the  petted  young officio 

‘ 9  
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aspirant of the day--and then to sink down inti 
themisernbleplaticudes of private life, to underg 

I daily  pttendnnce i n  law-courts without a brief, ti 
1 listen to men who had come  to be mnch belo! 

him i n  estimation and social intercourse, to si 
in a wretched chamber up three pnirs of stair 
at Lincoln’s Inn, whereas bc WRS now a t  tlli 
moment provided with R gorgeous apartmen 
looking  out into the park from the  Colonial Of 
fice in  Downing Street, to  be attended by 1 

mongrel between a clerk and a n  errnnd-boy  n 
17s. Gd. R week instead of by a private secretar; 
mho wns the son of an earl’s sister, nnd WRS pct 
ted by countesses’ daughters innumerable--n1 
this wotlld allrely break his beart. II0 COUIC 
have done it, so he told himself, and could hnvc 
taken glory in doing it, bac1 not  thcse  other thingr 
come in his way. But tho other things hai 
come. Be lnd run the risk, and had thrown th( 
dice. And now, when the gnme was so near13 
won, must it  be that every thing  should be losî 
a t   las t?  

Ha knew thnt nothing was to bo gnincd b): 
melancholy looks nt hiq club, or by show of 
wretchedness nt his office. London was verJ 
empty; but tho nppronching elections still kcpl 
some there w110 otherwise would hnve hoon look. 
ing nfter the first flush of phcasnnts.  Barring. 
ton Erle w n s  there,  and  was not long in asking 
Phineas whnt wcre his views. 

“Ah ! that is SO hard to say. Rntler told 
me thnt lm would be looking nbout.” 

ltntlcr is very well in the ITousc,” Anid BW 
rington, ((but he is of no uso for nny thing bc- 
yond it. I suppose you  were  not brought up nt 
the L Q ~ c I o ~  Vnivcrsity P” 
‘‘ Oh no,” saidPlhum, remambering t110 glo- 

ries of Trinity. ‘‘ Becnuse therrr would hnvc been nn opening. 
What do you say to Stmtfard-tho ncw Espax 
borough p’’ 

“ Broadbury, t h  brewer, is thoro &cncly 1’’ 
“Yes ; and  ready to epcnd nny rnoncy YOU 

liko to nnme. Let ‘me see. Laughton is group- 
cd with Smotllcrem, and Walker is R clan1 too 
strong nt Smotllerem to hear of m y  othcr clnim. 
I don’t think we could clara t o  propise  it. There 
are thc Chelsen hamlets, but i t  will tnko 8 wllnck 
of monoy.” 

” I have not got a whack of monay,” said 
Plmineas, lnughing. 

‘‘ That’s the devilof it. I thiik, î f l :  ~ v ~ r o y o u ,  
I should lmrk back upon gome placa in Ireland. 

i let before he left Matching,  but  there W ~ S  noth 

! 
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: t  of the good things of politicol life, to have mad 
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their  chariots,  but it seemed to him  that  the god 
dess had never served any general with  suc 
stanc11 obedience as she had displayed in  hi 
cause. IIad not every thing  gone well wit 
him -so well, as almost to justify  him in er; 
pecting that even  yet  Violet  Effinghnm wou1 
become his wife ? Dear, dearest Violet ! If h 
could only achieve that,  no  general who ever les 
an army across the Alps would be  his cqud 
either in  success or in the reward of succcss 
Then  he questioned himself as to what he w o d ~  
say to Miss E’lood Jones on that very night. 131 
was to meet dear little Mary Flood Jones  tlla 
evening at a neighbor’s house, Nis  sister  Bar 
bara. had so told him  in  a  tone of voice which 111 
quite  understood to imply a caution. “I shal 
be so glad to see her,” l’bineas had replied. 

‘(If there ever was an angel on earth, it  ir 
Marv,” said Barbara. Finn. 

b(Ï know that she is as good ns gold.” 
‘C Gold !I7 replied Barbara-“ gold, indeed 

She is more precious thnn refined gold. Bul 
Phineas, perhaps you had better  not  single hel 
out for any special attention. She has  though 
i t  wisest to meet you.” 

( r  Of course,” said Phinens. L C  WIIY not P” 
t* That is dl ,  Fhineas. I hnve nothing  mort 

to say. Men of course are different from girls.’ 
‘ I  That’s  true, Barbarn, a t  any rate.” 

Don’t 1mgh  at me, Phineas,  mlpn I arr 
thinking of nothing but of you and your intcr- 
ests, and when I am making all manner of ex- 
cuses for you because I know what  must be the 
distractions of the world in which you live.” 
Barbara  made more than  one  attempt to renew 
tho conversation before the  evening  came, but 
Phineas  thought  that  he had had  enouqh of it. 
H e  did not like being told that  excuies were 
made for him. After n11, ~ l m t  had  he done? 
HE had once kissed b k y  Flood Jones behind 
the door. 

“I am 60 glad to see yon, Mary,” he snid, 
coming and taking a chair ¡]y her side. He had 
been  specially  warned  not to single Mary out for 
his attention, and yet there \vag the  chair kft 
vacant as though  it were expected  thnt he would 
fill1 into ít. 

“Thank you, We did not  happen to  meet 
h s t  pear,  did we, Mr. Finn?” 

“Do not call mc Mr. Pinn, Mnry.” 
“You are such n great  man now !,’ 
“Not  nt  all a great man. I f  you only knelp. 

what little  men we understrappers are in  Lon- 
dan yon ~Yould hardly speak to me.” 

“But you are something-of Stato now, arc 
you not P’’ 

“Well-yes. That’s the name t l~ey  give 
me. It simply means tlln t if any nlcmber  wants 
to badger some one in the Houso about  tb0 Colo- 
nies, I am  the man to be badgered. But if there 
is any  credit  to be had, I am not the mall who 
is t o  llave it.’’ 
“ But i t  is a great  thing to be  in  PnrIinmcnt, 

and in the Government too.” 
LLIt is a great  thing for me, Mary, to haye a 

snlary, though it may only be for a year or ttyo, 
Howevel; I will not deny that i t  is plensant t o  
have been successful.” 
‘L I t   h m  been very pleqsant to us, Phineas, 

Mammrt has been so much rejoiced.” 
“I am SO sorry  not to see her. She is nt 

Xloodborough, I suppose. ’’ 

Oh, yes; she is  nt  home.  She does not 
like  coming out nt  night  in  winter. 1 llnve 
been staying  bere, you know, for two days, b u t l  
go Ilorne to-morro~v.” 
“I will ride  over  anil  cnll  on  your mother.” 

Tllen there WRS n pause in t h  conversation  for 
a moment. Does it  not seem odd, Mary, that 
we should see so little of each other?” 

4 ‘  Yon are so much away, of course.” 
( L  Yes ; that  is  the ,reason. But  still  it Seems 

nlmost unnaturnl. I oftcn  wondcr when the  time 
will come thnt I shall be quietly a t  home  again. 
I have  to be back  to my office in  London  tllis 
day week, and yet I hnve not had n single  hour 
to myself since I 11nvc been  at  I~illnloe. Bl1t I 
will certninly  ride  over and see your mothcr. 
You wil1 be nt  home on Wednesday, I suppose.’2 

“Yes ; I shnll  be nt homc.” 
Upon  that  he  got up nnd arent a m y ,  but  

again  in  tho evening he found  himsclf ~ ~ c n r  hcr. 
Pcri~aps thcrc is no position more pcrilous to n 
man’s honesty  than  that i n   w l ~ i c l ~  Yl~inens IIO\V 
found himsolf-that, namely, of knowi1jg Ilim- 
self to be quitc Iovcd by R girl whom 110 almost 
loves himsclf. Of colme ho lored Violct E f h g -  
Ilan1 ; and they w110 talk bcst of IOVC plwtcst thnt 
110 mnn or womnn cnn bc in lovc with two per- 
sons nt once. Phincns was not in lovc wit11 
Mnrv Flood Jones; but he wonld have liked to 
takeJrer in his  arms a11d kissher ; 110 \voul[I hnw 
liked to  gratify her by swenring  thnt dm wns 
dearer to  him  thnn all the  odd ; 110 would 
[ravc liked  to h a w  nn opisode, and clid nt, thc 
moment think  that  it might bc possible to h n ~ e  
me Iifc in  London nnd nnothcr life nltogctl~cr dir- 
’erent nt Killaloe. ” Dear Mary,” hc sflid a~ he 
wesscd l m  hand  that  night,  “things  will gat 
,hemsclvcs settled at  last, I suppose." 110 w t ~ s  
Iehaving very ill to  1101*, but he did not lncnn  to 
) d a v e  ill. 

He rode over to Floodborongb, ancl snw Mrs. 
?lood Jones. Mm. Flood Jones, howcvcr, re- 
:eived him very coldly; and Mnry did not q -  
)CRI= Mary had communicntcd to lier motllcr 
]er resolutions ns to her future lifc. “ Th f u t ;  
s, mammu, I lovc him. I can not holp i t  If  
le ever cl~ooscs to comc for me, hore I am. Xf 
le docs not, I will bcnr i t  as wc11 as I cnn. It 
nny be very mcnn af mc, but it’s truc.” 

CTXAPTER LI. 
TROUDLBS AT LOUGIILINTICB. 

TIIERE wns a dull hOUS0 nt Longl~lintcr dur- 
ng tho greater pact of this autumn. A f u w  mon 
rent down for t h  gro~so-shooting lata in tltc 
$ason; but  tl~ey stnid but LL short time ; and 
rllen they  wcnt Lady Laurn was left nlono with 
er husband. Mr. IConnccly lind  cxplnincd to 
is wife, moro than onco, thnt tl~ough ho undcr- 
tood the duties of hospitnlity and cnjoycd  the 
erformance of them, ha l1ad not nlnrrictl with 
he intention of living in n whirlwind. XIc was 
isposed to think that tho whirltvind llnd  Ilitllcr- 
I been  too  predominant, and had said EO w r y  
lninly  with n p o d  dcnl af mnvitnl  nuthority. 
’his autumn and winter  wera  to bc dovotcd to 
:IC cultivation of  propor rclcctions between llim 
nd his wifc, Does that  mcnn Dnrby and 
‘onn?” his wife had askod him,  when tho prap- 
sition wns lr1ndo to her. ((It moans mutual re- 





gnrd  and  esteem,” replied Mr. ICennedy in  hi 
most  solemn  tone, “ nnd I trust  that  such  mntun 
regard and esteem between u s  rnny yet be possi 
bie." When  Lady Lnura showed him n lette 
from ller  brother, received some weeks  nfter  thi, 
conversation, in  which  Lord  Chiltern espressec 
Jlis intention of coming to Loughlintcr  for  Christ 
mas, he returned  the  note t o  liis wifc without 1 
~vord.  I3e  suspected  thnt  shc lind made the nr. 
rangement  without  asking  him, and was nngry 
but he would  not tcll her  that  her  brotl~er woulc 
not bo welcome  nt  his bouse. “ I t  is not my do. 
ing,” s110 snid, wlmn she  saw  tho  frown on Ilil 
brom. 

‘ 6  I snid nothing about any 110df~ doing.” 
‘‘ I will  write  to Oswnld and bid him  not come, 

if you wish  it. Of course you can  undcrstnni 
why I10 is coming.” 
“ Not to sac me, I nm sure,” snid Mr. Kenne- 

Nor me,”  replicd  Lady Lnurn. ‘ c  €IC i r  
coming  because my friend  Violet EfGnghnrn will 
bo h ere.” 

“Miss  Effinghnm! Why m s  I not  told of 
this ? I k ~ ~ c w  nothing of Miss  Efinghnm’s  com- 
ing.” 

‘‘ 12obert, i t  was settled in your own  presence 
h s t  ,July.” 

dY* 

I deny  it.” 
Thon Lndy Lnura rose up, very  hnughty  in lier 

gait; nnd  with  somcthing of firß in hw eye, and 
Rilontly left tho room. Mr. Kennudy,  when 110 
found hirnsalf nlono, was very  unhappy.  Look- 
ing back  in  his  mind to the  summer weeks in  
London, he remembered  -that his wife had told 
Violet  thnt she was to spond her Christmns nt 
Longhlinter,  thnt he himself had  given a mutter- 
cc1 nsscnt, nnd that Violet, ns f t 1 1 9  as he could rc- 
membcr, had nude  no  reply. I t  had  been  one 
of those things  which are so oftcn  mentioncd,  but 
not scttlctl. 130 felt  tllnt he had been  strictly 
right in donying  thnt i t  hnd been settled” in 
his prosanca;  bnt  yet 110 felt thllt he had bccn 
wrong  in  contradicting  his wife so peremptorily. 
IIc was ~lr just mnn, anil  he would npologize foor 
liis fml t  ; but 110 was nn nustere mnn, and WO UI^ 
tnlro back tha vrrl~rc of bis apology in  additional 
nustority. ILe did not soc his wife for some 
hours nfter tlm conversation which hns been nar- 
rated,  but tvl~an ha did  mcct 11er his  mind mnrr 
still  full òf tho lsubject. ‘‘ Laum, ho said, “1 
nm sorry  tllnt I contrndictad you.” 

( c  I am quite usod to it, Robcrt.” 
“No; you. nra not used to it.” Shc smiled 

m l  bowed hor head. “You wrong me by say- 
ing  thnt  you are usecl to it.” Thcn he paused n 
rnomont, but  shc suid not a word-only smiled 
ancl bowod her Ilend tLgnin. ‘‘1 remember,” hc 
continued, thrtt something was said in  my pres- 
onca to Miss Efingham about l~er coming  here 
nt Christmas. It wns so slight, however, that   i t  
llnd pnssed out of my m c n w y  till  recnllcd by nn 
effort. I bag your pardon.” ‘‘ Thnt is nnneccssnry, Robcrt.” 

b i Xt is,  CRI*.'^ 
“Ancl do you wish tllnt I should put  her off, 

OP prit Oswnld ofT, or both? My brother never 
yet l ~ n s  sacn rnc in  your houso.” 

And whoso fnult l m  that  bean?77 
‘‘1 have snirl nothing nbout nny body’s fnult, 

liobert. X rnoraly mentioncd n fnct. Will you 
fot mo know whether X sl~all bid him stay nway P” 

“ B d h c k !  DO yon think  thnt  Violet 
X T J U ~ C ~  exercise any sccrecy in the  matter, 01’ t l lnt  
shc  will  not  tell  Lady Bnldock that Os\~vald will 
be hero ns soon ns she knows it hcrsclfy 

“ Thnt Ilas nothmg to do \vitil it.’’ 
“Surely,  Robcrt,  it must llnre mucil t o  do 

with  it. And why should  not these two young 
11eople meet?  The ncknowledgcd w ~ s h  of all 
the filmily is that they  should mnwy each other. 
Ancl in this  matter, nt  nny rate, mv  brothcr hm 
behnvcd uniformly well .”  Mr.  Kennedy said 
nothing  furtllcr n t  thc time, nnd i t  becake ;In 
undcrstnnding  that  Violet Efinghnm was to be 
n  month at Lougl~lintcr, staying flom the 20th 
of Decen~bcr to the  20th of Jnnnnry, and that 
Lord Chiltern I Y ~ S  to come thelc for Christ- 
mas, mhlch nith him would probably mean three 
days. 

Before Christmns came, I I O W ~ V ~ T ,  tlrcre were IT- 
rious other sorlrcrs of uneasiness n t  Lougldinter. 
Therc had bcm, ns n matter of coursc, grent n n s -  
icky :IS to ~ I I C  clcctlons. With Lndy Lnutx tilis 
nnxicty lind been been vcry stlong, nnd  eren Mr. 
ICcnnedy hnd bcen wnrmcd with some n n ~ o u n ~  
3f fire ns thc  announcenlcnts  renched 111m of the 
3uccesses nnd of the ftlilurm. The English rc- 
iurns  came first, and then  the Scotch, ml li cl^ nwe 
p i t e  as interesting to Mr. Kennedy ns the En- 
 lish h. His own sent wns quite sufe-wns not con- 
ested ; bat  some  neipl~boring scnts were  sources 
)f grent solicitilde. Then,  when  this wns over, 
#here were the  tidings from Ireland  to be received ; 
tnd respecting one special  borough in  Irclnnd, 
indy Lnurn cvinccd more solicitude thnn 11er 
msbnnd npprovcd. Therc WIS mclcll dnnger for 
rhc domestic bliss of the house of Loughlinter, 
xhcn  things  cnmc to such n pnss, and  such wo~.ds 
,vere spoken RS t h  clection  nt Lougl~sl~nne pro- 
iuced. ‘( H e  is in,” snid Lady L R U ~ ~ ,  opening a tele- 
gram. 

Who is ia 7” snid Mr. Kennedy, m’th thnt 
Frown on his brow to  which his wife was now 
ive11 nccnstomed. Thongh h0 asked the qnes- 
;ion, II@ knew very well w110 wns the hero to 
ahorn the telegram referred. 

‘(Our friend  Phineos  Pinn,”saidLndy Lnurn, 
gpcaking still with an excited voice-with n voice 
;hnt was intcndcd to clisplny excitement. I f  
;here WS to be n bnttlc on  this  matter,  there 
;hould bd n bnttle. She would  display d l  her 
mr;icty for her  young  friend, nnd fling it  in lier 
~lnsbnnd’s face if he chose to  take i t  ns an inju- 
y. w h a t  ! shoulcl she cnclurc rcproach from her 
~usbnnd because shc regarded the interests of the 
rinn who had saved his life, of the m m  respect- 
ng mhom she hacl suffered so many  heart-strng- 
&s, and ns to whom  she Ilad nt  last  come to the 
:onclusion thnt he sllodd cveT be regarded as 
I, second, brother,  loved equnllg mith the older 
,rother? She had done her  duty by lier hus- 
,nnd--so nt  lenst she nssurcd herself;  and  should 
10 dnrc to repronch  her  on  this  subject, she 
; Y O I I I ~  be ready for  the  battle. And now the 
lnttlc Came. 4‘ I am glad of this,” she said,  with 
t11 the eagerness she could throw  into  her voicc. 
‘‘1 am, indecd ; and so ought YOU to  be.” Th 



said, and would not corne down to dinncr. Aftcr 
dinner she wrote him n note, “Dear RoLcrt, 
I think you must  regret  whnt you snid to me. 
If so, pray let m e  Imvc n Iinc  from you to that 
effect. Yours affectionately, L.” When the 
servant handcd i t  to him, nnd 110 lind read it, 
he smiled and  thanked the girl who hac1 brought 
it, and snid he would see her  mistress  just now. 
Any thing would  be better than  thnt the servants 
shonld know that  there \vas n quarrel. But 
every servant in  the llousc httd known  all about 
it for t h  last  three hours. Whcn  tho door was 
closed nncl he was donc, ha sat fingering the 
note, thinking decply how hc shonld nnswcr it, 
or tvhetllcr he would answer it nt d l .  NO ; lie 
would not nnsmer it - not in writing. H o  would 
give ]lis wife no written record af his humilintion. 
He hnd not ncted wrongly. 130 hnd snid notlx- 
ing more than now, upon maturo considorntion, 
hc  thought  thnt  the  circumstances demanclcd. 
But yct he felt thnt hc mnst in some Nart with- 
draw the accusation which ho h t d  made. If he 
did not mitldraw it, thcre wm no knowing wlmt 
his wifc might CIO. About  ten in tho cvcning 
110 ment 1717 to her  and mnclo his litt10 spccch. 
6‘ My dear, I hnve come to nnswcr your notc.” 

“1 thought you would hnve writlon to mc a 
line.” 

‘6 I have corne instead, Lnom. Now, if you 
will listen t o  me for one moment, I think cvcry 
thing will be made smootll.” 

( 4  Of course I will listcn,” said Lncly Lnurn, 
knowing very well tlmt  her Iinsband’s rnomcnC 
would be rnthcr tcdions, nnd rct;olving tllnt she 
also would llave hcr  mo~ncnt nftcrlvnrd. 

‘c I think yon will acknowlcdga thnt i t  tlmo 
be n difference of opinion bctvvccn you nnd x170 
as to any question of social intercotlrm, it, will 
be beteer that you shouId consent to nclopt my 
opinion.” 

You have th0 law on your siclc.” 
I am not; spcnking of tho Inw.” 

“Well; go on, Robert, I will not  intarrupt 
you if I c m  help it.’’ 
“1 nm not spcnking ofthc Iav, I nm ~pcnk-  

ing simply of convcnienca, nlld of that which 
you must fcel to bo right. Xf I wid1 thnt your 
intcrcourso wit11 nny pcrson should bo of such 
oc such n nature, it must be bcet; thnt you ßhonld 
comply with my wislm.” H e  pnuwd for llcr ns- 
scnt, but dia  ncitllcr nsscntecl nor dissentcd, 
“As fnr ns I can  ~mdcrstanii tho position of n 
man ancl mifc in this  country, tlmro i s  no otl~cr 
rvsy in wl~ich life cnn be nmdc IlnrmoniouB.” 

‘‘ Life will not run in I~a~~moníc~ .~ ’  
‘ I  I CXPGCt that 011rE1 sllnll bo mnilo co do so, 

Lnum. I neccl hnrrlly say t o  you t h n t  Z intend 
to accuse yon of no impropriety o f  rocling in 
rcfercnce to tbis young mm,’’ 

( 6  No, Xobcrt ; you need l~nrdly m y  thnt. Ica- 
rlced, EO spenlt my own mind, X think thnt you 
nood hardly have nlludcd to it;. I: might go f‘w 
thcr, and say that such nn allusion is in  itsclF m 
insult-an insult now repontcd nftcr h o t m  of da- 
libcmtion-nn insult wllich I will not  cndurc to 
havo rcpentcd ngnin. If you my mnotlm word 
in any way suggesting tho passibility ofimpropar 
relations betwcan me nncl MY. Finn, oitllcr n8 to 
&eed8 or thoughts, as Gocl is abovo me, 1 will 
write to both my fakther and my brothor, and da- 
sire thorn to tnkc me from your homo, ,If you 
wish mc romain lloro, you tlaclbottar bo cnreftll I ”  
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As sllc was mxking this speech, her  temper seem- 
ed to rise, ttnd to beconle hot, and  then  hotter, till 
it  glowed with a rcd heat.  Shc  had  been cool 
till  the word insult, used by herself, had convey- 
ed back to  har a strong impression of her own 
wrong-or perhaps I should rather say, a strong 
feeling of the necessity of becoming indignant. 
She was standing as slik spoke, and  the  fire flash- 
ed from her eyes, and he quailed before her. 
Thc  thrcnt  which she llcld out to him wns very 
dreadful  to him. I-Ie  was a mm,  terribly in 
fear of the world’s good opinion, who lacked  the 
courage  to go through n great and harassing 
trial  in  ordcr  that  something  better  might come 
aft;erwnrd. His  married life had been unhappy. 
IIis wife had  not submitted either  to  his  will or 
to his ways. He llacl that  grent desire to enjoy 
liis f1111 rights, SO strong in-the minds of iveal<, 
ambitious  men,  and he Ilad told hirnself that R 

wife’s obedience was one of those rights which 
he could not nbnndon without injury to his self- 
esteem. I-Ie had thought  nbout the mntter, 
slowly ns wns his wont, nnd had resolved that he 
wonld nssort himsclf. He 11ncl assorted himself, 
and his wifc told llim to his fitcc that shc would 
go away and leave him. 13% could  detain  her 
legnlly, but h o  could not do cven thnt  without 
tllc f w t  of such forcible detention  being known 
to  all  the .world. How mas 110 to answer l m  
now at this moment, so that sllc might not write 
to her fztther, and so that his sclf-assertion might 
still be maintained ? 

l 

“ l’assion, Laura,  can never be right.” 
“Would you have n woman submit to insult 

without  passion? I at  any  rate am not  such a 
womnn.” Then there wtts R pauso for n mo- 
ment. “If you have nothing else to say to me, 
yon haci better leave me. I am fur Don1 well, 
and my head is tllrobbing.” 

I-Ie cnmo up nnd took her hand,  but she snntch- 
ed i t  away from him. “ L ~ L w ~ , ”  he suid, “ do 

‘‘ X certainly shall  qunrrcl if such insinuations 
not let us qunrrcl.” 

are rcpeatcd.l’ 
I mltde no insinuntion.” 

‘Ll)O not rcpcat thorn. That is all.” 
110 was cowed ancl left hor, having first  at- 

tcmptecl. to get out of tho diíficulty of his posi- 
tion hy making much of her alleged illness, and 
by o f h i n g  to  send for Dr. Mncknuthric.  She 
positivcly refused to seo Dr. Maclrnuthric,  and 
n t  last succeeded i o  induCiDg him  to quit the 
room. 

‘fllis hnd occurred nbout the  end of November, 
nncl on the 20th of llccombcr  Violet Effingbam 
ranched  Loughlinter. s i f a  in Mr. ICennedy’s 
houso had  gone quietly during the intervening 
time wccka, but not very plcnsantly. The nnme 
of Phineas  Finn had not been mentioned.  Lady 
’Laura llnd triumphed ; but she hnd no ciesire to 
ncerbnte har husband by m y  unpnlatnble allu- 
sion to hcr victory. Ancl he WNS quite wilEing 
to Ict tllc subject die away, if only it ’would die. 
On some other matters he continued to assert 
himself, taking his wifc to chnrch twice every 
Sunday,  using  longer  family  prayers tiran she 
npproved, reading an additional sermon himself 
evcry Sunday evening, calling upon her for 
weekly attention to elaborato household accounts, 
asking  for her personal assistance in  much local 
visiting,  initiating her into his favorite  methods 
of family lifo in the country, till sometimes she 

nlmostlonged to talk a p i n  about Phineas Finn, 
SO that  therc  might be a rwpture, and shc might 
escape. But her husband  asserted llinlseIf with- 
in bounds, and she submitted,  longing for the 
coming of Violet Effingharn. She could  not 
write to her father  and beg to be taken away 
because hel* husband would read a sermon to 
her on Sunday ovening. 

TO Violet, very sllortlp after her arrival, s ~ e  
told Ilel’ WhOk Story. “This is  terrible,” said 
Violet. “ This makes me fcel thnt I never \vil1 
be married.” 
“ And yet whnt can B woman become if she 

remains  single? The curse is to be a )yoman 
at d l . ”  
“ I have dmnysfelt SO proud of the privileges 

of my scx,”  said Violet. 
‘L I never have f o l d  them,”  said  the  otller ; 

“nevcr. I llave tried to  make  the best of its 
weaknesses, and  this is what I have conle t o  ! 
I suppose I ought  to hnvc loved some man.” 

‘‘ And did you never love any man ? j 1  

‘‘ No; I think I never did, not as people 
mean when they speak of love. I have  felt that  
I would consent to be cnt  in  little pieces for my 
brotller becnuse of my rcgard for llim.” 

‘‘ Ah ! that is nothing.” 
‘‘ And I have fclt something of the snme 

thing for another--n longing for his welfare, R 
dclight to hear him praised, a charm  in  his 
presence-so strong  a feeling for his interest, 
that were he to go to wrack and  ruin, I too 
should,  after R fashion, be wracked and  ruined. 
But it has not been love either.” 

ci Do 1 know wvhorn you mean ? Rfny I name 
him ? I t  is Phineas  Finn.” 

Of course it is Phineas  Finn.” 

I fonrcd he woold do so, nnd therefore nc- 
cepted Mr. I<ennedy’s offer almost at the first 
word.” 

‘ 6 1  do  not quite understand your reasoning, 
LRLW~.” 

6 ‘  I understand it. I could have ref11sec1 him 
nothing  in my power to  give him, but I did not 
wish to be his wifc.” 

‘‘ Did he ever ask you to love him ?” 

L L And ho ncver asked  you P” 
Lndy Laura pausecl n moment, thinking whpt 

reply she sllould makc ; and then  she told R fib. 
6 ‘  No; he news asked me.” But Violet  did 
not believe the fib. Violet was quite sure that 
I’hinens had asked Lady L~LIIYL Stnndish  to be 
lijs wife. 6 ‘  As far ns I can we,” said  Violet, 
6 ‘  l\lfadRme &x Goeder is his present passion.” 

4 ‘  I do not believe i t  in the least,” said Lady 
Laura, firing up. 

4 ‘  I t  does not much matter,” snid Violet. 
“ I t  would matter vcry much. You know, you 

-you ; you know whom he loves. And I do be- 
lieve tbat sooner or later you will be  his wife.” 

L L Never.” 
( 6  Yes, you will. €Iacl you not loved him, ypu 

would never have $ondescended to accuse h m  
about that woman. 

6 ‘ 1  llave not accused him. Why,should he 
not marry Madame Max Gaesler? It would 
be just the thing for him. She is very rich.” 

4 ‘  Never. You will be his wife.” 
‘ t ~ n u r n ,  you arc the most capricions of vom- 

en. YOU have two dear friends, and you insist 
that I shdl  marry  them both. Which shall I 
take first P” 



E 

' r o s ~ a l d  miII be here in a day or two, ani 
p u  can  take him if YOU like it. NO doubt h t  
\pill ask you. But 1 do not think you will." 

"No; I do not think I sl~nll. X shall knocl 
under to Mr. Mill, and go in for women's rights, 
and look forward to stand for some femnle bor- 
ough. Matrimony  never seemed to me to h 
very charming, and upon my word it does nol 
become more alluring by what I find at Laugh. 
linter." 

It was thus  that  Violet and Lady  Laura clis. 
cussed these  matters  togethcr, but Violet l m ¿  
never showed to her  friend  the cards in ilel 
hand, BS Lady Laura had shown those whict 
she held. Lady Laura hnd in  fact  told nlmosl 
every thing  that  there mns to tcll, had spoker 
either  plainly with true W O T ~ S ,  or oqudly plain. 
]y with words that were not true. Violet Ef. 
fin&arn had almost come to love Phineas  Pinn 
but she never told her friend that  it was SO 
A t  one time she had nImost made up her min¿ 
to give herself and n11 her wealth to  this adven- 
turer. Re  was n better man, she thought,  thnr 
Lord Chiltern; and she had come to persuadc 
herself that it \vas almost imperative on her t c  
take thc one or the other.  Though she couli 
talk about remaining  unmhrried, she Irnew thal 
that mas practically impossible. All thosc 
around her-those of the Bnldock ILS well ai 
those of the Brentford faction-would mnkc 
such a life impossible to her. Besiclcs, in suc1 
R case what could she do ? I t  was n11 very mcll 
to talk of disregarding the world nnd of setting 
up n house for herself; but  she wns quite nwnrc 
that  that project could not be used further tl1an 
for the purpose of scaring her amiable  aunt. 
And if not that, then could she content hcrself 
to  look forwwd to n joint life with Lady Bnl- 
dock and Augusta Boreham? Sl~c might, of 
course, oblige her  aunt by taking Lord Fawn, 
or oblige her aunt equally by taking Mr. Apple. 
dom ; but she was strongly of opinion that either 
Lord Chiltcrn or Phinens would be preferable 
to these. Thinking over it always, she  had 
come to feel  thnt it must bo either  Lord Chiltern 
or Phincns ; bnt  she 11ad never whispcred har 
tJ~ought to man o r  woman. On Ilcr journey t o  
Loughlintcr, where she then knew that shc was to 
meet  Lord  Chiltern,  she endenvored to pcrsundo 
herself thnt ít should be Phinens. But, Lady 
Laurn had marred it n11 by that; ill-told fib. 
There had becn n moment bcfora in which Vio- 
let had felt that I'hineas lind sacrificed somo- 
thing of thnt truth of love fur which she  gave 
him credit to the glances of Madame Goesler's 
eyes; but she had rebuked hersclf for the idea, 
accnsing herself not  only of lit,tlc jenlouqr, but 
of foolish vanity. Was he, whom s110 had re- 
jected, not to speak to mother wornnn ? Then 
carne the blow from Lady Lnurtt, rind Violet 
knew  that it was R blow. This gnllnnt lovcr, 
this young Crichton, this unnssnming bue ar- 
dent lover, had simply Caken up with her RS soon 
ns he had failed with her friend. Lndv Lnnpn 
Ilnd been most enthusiastic in ber expre&ons of 
friendship. Such Plntonic rogards might be  n11 
very well. I t  ~v,vas for Mr. Kennedy to look to 
that. But, for herself, she felt that suoh ax- 

Lord Chiltern came on Christmns-eve, and 
was received with open arms by his sister, and 
with thnt painful  irritating affection wllicll such 
n girl as Violet can show to strch a man as Lord 
Chiltern, when she will not give him t l~nt  other 
affection for which his heatt is panting, T h e  
two men were civil to  each othel; but verv 
cold. They called each other IEennody nnh 
Chiltern, but even thnt was not dono without m 
effort. On the Christmas morning MY. XCcnnc- 
dy asked his brother-in-law to go to  chnrch. 
"It's a kind of thing I never do," said Lord 
Chiltern. h.Ir. ICennedy gnvc n little start, and 
looked a look of  horror.  Lndy  Lnurn showcd 
that she \vas unhappy. Violct Effinghnm turn- 
cd away hor face, nnrl smiled. 

As thcy walked across thc park Violet took 
Lord Chiltern's part. "Ih only mems t11n.t he 
does not go to  church on Christlnas-dny.l' 

'' I don't know what 110 means," said BG*. 
ITenncdy. 

We need not spcnk of it," snicl Lndy I;nnm. 
6' Ccrtninly not," said Mr. IZcnncdy. 
''1 have becn to cllurcll with him on Sundnps 

myself," snid Violet, pcrhnps not rcflccting t h n t  
t h  prnctices of early years had littlc to do with 
t h  young man's life at present. 

Christmns-clay and tho next day prwcd with- 
out m y  sign from Lord Cl~iltern, ancl on the 
dny after  that he was to go nwny, 1[311t Ilc was 
not to lewe till ano or two in tha nf'r.crnoon. 
Not n word had becn said betnccn thß two 
women since ha had boen in t110 bousc on the 
sulject OF which both of them w c m  tllinking. 
Very much l ~ n d  becn mid of t h  ex1)cdicncy OF 
his going to Snulsby, h l ;  on this mnttcr ho l1nd 
declincd to make  any 1,rnmisc. Sitting i n  Lndy 
Lnura's room, in  the l-wescnce OP lm11 of tllam, 
he lmd refuscd to da so. L' I am bac1 t o  d~ivc," 
he mid, turning  to Violct, ''and you lind I)ot,~cr 
not try to driva ma." 

"Why should not you be driven ns wol1 ns 
nnothar Í"' she answered, laughing,. 

I '  

pressions !&m hnrdly cbnqmtible with l~or ideas I 
of having Bcr lover all to hcrself. And then ' viouv, nad thnt i t  may bo m ~ r e  convcniently had 
she again remcmberect Madame Goea1er's"bright ' hcra  tlmn in the wildarnoss of tho house be- 
blue eycs. low." 

~~- 1 c 

I 
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Whatever may have  been the  arguments u s c  
by lier  friend,  Violet did come. She  rctlche 
the door all  alone,  and  opened i t  bravely. S1 
had promised harself, IS slw came  along  the pn, 
sages, that  she would not pnusc with her lmn 
o11 the lock for n moment. She l l ~ d  first gon 
to her  own room, and ns she left i t  she hn 
lookcd into  the  glass with n  hurried  glance,  an 
had  thcn  rested for a moment,  thinking tllt 
something  should be done, that l m  hair mig1 
be smootlled, or a ribbon  set  strnigbt, or th 
chain nrrangecl undcr her brooch. A girl won1 
wish to  look well before her  lover,  cvcn  whc 
she means to refuse him. But  her pnusc \VB 
bu t  for nn instant, and then she wcnt  on, l m  
ing  touched  nothing. She shook her head nn 
pressed her h d s  together, and went on  quic 
and opened. the door, nlmost with a little  star! 
“Violet,  this  is very good of you,)’ said Lor1 
Chiltern,  standing  with  his  back to  the flre, nur 
not  moving  from the spot. 

r , m n  hns told me that you thought I woulc 
do as mnch ne this  for you, nnd  thcrcforc I luw 
donc it.” 

LLThnnks, clearest. I t  is the old story,  Vio 
lct, and X nm so bad nt words !” 

I must  have  bcen bad a t  words too, ns : 
havc  not been nbIc to malic you  understnnd.” 

I think I lmvc undcrstood. You are  d w n ?  
clear-spoken, and I, though I can  not  talk, r m  
not  muddle-pnted. I havo understood. Bu 
while  you nre single thore must  bc  yct hope- 
nnless,  indeed, you will tell me thnt yon ilavc 
nlrcady given  yourself to another  man.” 

I have  not  dono that.” 
Then how can I not hope ? Violct, I would. 

i f  I could, tell you n11 my fcclings  plainly.  Once . tnricc, thrice, I have snid to myself that I wonli 
think nf you no morc. I h ~ v c  tried  to persundc 
nlysclf thnt I am better  single  thnu  married.” 

L‘ But I nm not the only wornan.” 
L L T o  m e  you nre-absolutely, us though therc 

mcrc n a m  other  on  the fmc of  Gocl’s earth. 1 
livo much d o n e  ; but you arc nlwnys with mc 
Should yon marry  any  othcr  man, i t  will be t h  
same with me still. Ifyou rcfusc mo now I shal 
go nwny, nnd live wildly.” 

I L  Oswnld, what  do you mcnn P’’ 
I mean  that I will go to some distant par1 

of tho world, where X may be killed oc livc c 
l i b  of advcnturc. But I shall do so simply ir: 
despair. It, ml11 not bo that I donot  know how 
much  bettcr  and  grenter shoold be thc lifo ni 
home of n man in my position.” 

Then do not  talk of going.” 
“ I can not stay. You will acknowledgc, Vio- 

let, thnt I have nevcr lied to you. I nm  think- 
ing of you day  and night. Thc more irdiflcrent 
yon show yourself to mc, the  more I love yon. 
Violct, try to love me.” B e  camc up to l m ,  nnd 
took har by bath her hnnds, nnd tcars wore in his 
eycs.  Sny you will try  to  love me.” 

“ I t  is not  that,” said Violet, looking away, 
but still  leaving  hcr  hands  with  him. 

I t  is not  what, dcar ?” 
What you call-trying.” 

I L  I t  is that you do not wish to try ?” 
“Oswalcl, you are so violent, so henclstrong. 

T am nfraid of you-as is every body. Why have 
you not  written to your  father, as \ve have asked 

‘ L  I hill  write to him instantly, now, beforo I 
you P” 
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leave the room, and you shall dictate the letter 
to him. By heavens, you shall !” €Ie had 
dropped her hands when she  called  him  violent; 
but 1 1 o ~  h took  them  again, and still she per- 
mitted it. ’‘ I haw postponed  it  only  till I had 
spolcctl to YOU oncc agdn.” 

No, Lord Chiltern, I will not  dictate  to yon.” 
“ ßut will you lore me ?’l She  paused and 

looked down, having  cvcn  now  not withdrawn 
IlCr hands from him. But  I do not think 110 
linew how much he  had gfiiined. I L  You used to 
love me-a little,”  he said. 

Indccd, indeed, I d1d.l’ 
And now ? Is i t  d1 changed now ?” 
No,” she  said,  retreating from him. 

“ How is it,  then ? Violet,  speak to me hon. 
estly. Will you be my wife P” She did  not  an- 
swer him, nnd he stood for a moment  looking at 
her. Then  he rushed at her, and, seizing  her 
in his nrms, kissed her all over-her forehead, 
her lips,  her  chceks,  then  both her hands, and then 
her lips  again. L‘ By-, she is my own !ly he 
said. Then he \vent bnck to thc rug before the 
fire, nnd stood there  with  his bnck turned to her. 
Violct, when shc found herself thus  deserted, rc- 
trcated to a sofn, nnd sat herself domn. She 
ilad no ncgntivc  to produce now  in answer to the 
violent assertion  which  he had pronounced as 
:o his own st1cccss. It was  truc. She had doubt- 
:cl, nncl doubted, ancl still doubted. But now 
1110 must doubt no longer. Of one  thing she 
RBFJ quito suro. She codd love him. As things 
lad now gono, she would make  him  quite hnppy 
vith assurances  on that snbject. As to that othcr 
luestion-thnt fenrful question,  whether  or  not 
he coald  trust him-on thnt  matter she had bet- 
er a t  present say  nothing,  and  think as little,  per- 
~nps, as  might be. She had  taken  the jump, 
tnd  therefore w117 should shc not  be  gracions to 
liln ? But how WRS she to be gracious to a lover 
vbo stood  there  with  his back tnrned to her?  

After thc interval of R minute or two Be re- 
nembcrd hilnsclf, and  turned round. SceinE 
1cr sentcd,  ho  approached hcr, and ment down 
)n both  knees closc nt hor feet. Then he took 
wr llnnds again, for  the  third time, nnd looked 
111 into hcr eycs. 

L L Oswnld, vou on your  knees !” she said. 
( t  J. morlld’not bend to a princess,” he mid, 

I L  to nsk for half her throne ; but I will kneel l m ß  
r11 day, if yon will let me, in  thanks  for the gift 
,f your lovc. I never  kneeled to beg foor it.” 

This is the  man who can  not  make speeches.” 
‘LI think I could talk  now by the hour, with 

,011 for n listenel:” 
Oh, but 1 must  tnlk too.” 

( 6  What will you say to me?”  
‘ L  Nothing whRc you arc kneeling. I t  is nat 

lntllral tbnt  vou should kneel. P O U  nrc like 
jamson with ílis  locks shorn, or Hcrculcs with a 
listnff. ’l 
“IQ that  better?” Ilc said, as he got up and 

,uí-, his arm round her waist. 
‘6 You nre  in  enrnest?” she asked. 
‘ g  In  enmest. I hardly thought that that would 

e doubted. Do you not believe me P ”  
I c10 believe you. And yod mill be good?” 
Ah ! I do not know that.” 
~ r y ,  and I mill love you so dearly. Nay, I 

o love you dearly: X do. I do.” 
‘ I  Say i t  ngain.” 
6 ‘ 1  will say it  fifty times-till your ears aro 



Y study ’as an old stager, I’ll go RS quiet j 
ltarness by-md-bye m though I had beer1 broke 
to  i t  s four-year-old. I wonder whether h u l  
could no% mite this letter.” 

I think TOU should write it yourself, Osnnld. 
‘ ~ ~ f y o u  iia me, X will.” 
cLBidyou, indeed ! As if i t  ~ v n s  fur mc to bi 

you, Do yon not know thnk in these new trou1 
les you are undcrtaking you will hnvc to bid m 
in every t l l i n ~ ,  and  that I sl1nlI be bound to cl’ 
your bidding? Does i t  not seem to be clreadft11 
N y  wonder is t l~a t  any girl can ever accept an: 
man.” 

IL  Bnt you hnve acccptcd me, now,” 
c c  Yes, indeed.’’ 

I C  No, indeed, and I will try to do your bid 
dings ; but you must not  be  rough to me, an( 
outrageous, and fierce-will you, Oswnld?” 

I will not at any ratc be like lCenuedy i 
mit11 poor La~1.n.~’ 

And you repent ?’l 

“No; thnt is not your nature.” 
“I mi11 do my best,, denrcst. And y011 m n ~  

nt any rate bo sure of chis, thnt 1 will love yot 
dways. So much good of tnyself, if it be good, 
I enn say.” 

‘ l  It is very good,” shc nnsmcred ; the bosí 
of all good words. And now I must go. An¿ 
~ \ 5  you are leaving  Loughlinter, I mill say good. 
bye. When am I to llave thc honor nncl  felicity 
of beholding your lordship ngnin ?‘l 

‘‘ Say n nicc word to  mc before I nm off; Vi. 
okt.” 

L‘I-love-you-bctter- than  all tho worlcl 
beside ; and I mean- to be your wifc-some 
day. Are not those twenty nice W O P ~ Y ? ~ ’  

He would not prolong his stay at Longl:hlintcr, 
though he was asked to do so both by Violet nnd 
his sister, and though, ns he confessed himself, 
he hnd no special btlsincss elsa~vhere, U It is 
no use mincing t h  matter. I don’t likc  Rcnnc- 
dy, and I don’r; like being in  his ho us cl^' ho said 
to Violet, And then he pvornised that tharc 
s h l d  be n party got up nt Saulsby before t11o 
winter was over. Ilis plnn WRS to  stop thnt 
night at Carlisle, and writc t o  his fathcr from 

m e m  arc long.’’ 
I C  My fine girI !” 
“1 nrn 11appy becnuse 1 lovo him. I have al- 

“ Indeed, no.” 
c ‘ B ~ ~ t  I hnre, after my fnsllion. 1’ an1 not tu- 

multuous, ns l x  calls 11ilnsel€. Since lm begnn 
to malte eyes nt me when he wns ninctccn--” 

‘&Fancy’ Oswnld making eycs!” 
L‘ Oh, he did, and mouths too. But from thß 

beginning, d l c n  I was n child, I have known 
that be WS dangerous, nncl I Ilavo tllought thnt 
he would pass on nnd folggct mc niter a whilc. 
And I coltld  have  livecl withollt him. Nap, thcro 
~lnvc been moments whcn I thougllt I could 
.earn to lave some one 01se.’~ 

mays loved him. You hnvc Icnown tlmt.” 

L‘ Poor Fllincas, for instnnce.” 
tL71vc will mcntion 110 nnrncs. Mr. Apyla- 

lom, pcihaps, Inoro likcly. TIC Ixns bccn m y  
nost, cons,tant lovcl; nnd t l m  110 would bo 80 
nfc ! Your brother, L m * n ,  is dangcroIns. IJ0 
s like the bail ice in tho pnrks wl~cl*a they stich 
lp the 1101~s. 1-10 Ilna hlad n pole stuck 1q)an 
lim ever sinco ho wns  n boy.” 

'‘Yes; givo n dog n bad name and hnng 
~im.” 

‘4Rcmcmber thnt I do not lova llim n l i t  t h  
css on that account- pcrhnpa the bottor, A 
cnse of clmger does nut mnlw mo unhnppy, 
hongh the thrcntclmd evil tnny bc ftttnl. 1 I ~ W Q  
titerecl myself for m y  forlorn hope, nncl I mcnn 
o stick to it. Now I nmst go nnd write to hi8 
:orship. Only tllinlc- 1 11cvcr wrotc n lova- 
?ttcr yet!” 
Nothing moro sllnll bo m i i l  nboutlfias I3flnp;- 

nm’s first lovr.-lettcr, ~vhich wtls, 1 1 0  i l u u b ~ ,  
rcditnblc to her head and l~enrt ; bu t  thoro w c 1 ~  
(YO other letters  scnt by tllc satno post l‘rom 
~oughlintcr which sllall lm submitted to tha 
;Inder, ns t h y  will nesist the telling OP tho 8tol.y. 
)ne ~ n s  from Lndv h u r a  ICcnnody t o  her fric114 
‘hinans $inn, anci tho othcr from Violot to llcr 
ont, Lncly Bnldoclr. No lottor was writtcn to 
tord Brentforcl, ns it wag tl~ought dcsirablo thnt  
c should receiva tho first intimation of wlrnt  llad 
:en done from his 80n. 
Rcspccting tloa lcttor to Phincns, which shnll 

> first given, Lndy Lnnra thaught i t  right; to 
ty ward to l m *  husbnnd, 310 ?lad bcen of 
m s e  told of t110 engngarncnt, nnd h n c l  replicd 
lilt ha could. hnvo wished thnt t110 nrrnngclncnt 
)nid have bccn mele  clsuwf:c~+e than nt liia 
~ I I S C ,  lrnowing ns hc did thnt Lady Bddock 
odd  not npprove of it ,  To this Lady &nura 
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no  reply, and Mr. Kennedy  had con- 1 
to congratulate  the bride-elect. When 

J 
e 
D 

Lady Laura's letter  to  Phinens was co~npletel 
she took care  to  put  it  into the  letter-bos  in th 
presence of her hL1sband. "I have written t1 
Mr. Finn," she said, " to  tell him of this mar 
riage. ' l  

Why WM it  neccssary that he should b, 
told ?,' 

"I think it WBS due to him,  from  certain &r 
CumstanceS." 
"I wonder  whether there mas any  truth il 

what  every body wns saying  about  thcir fightin! 
n duel 9" asked Mr. Kennedy. His wife madl 
no nnswer, and  then  he  continued-LL You toll 
me of your own knowledge that it was untrue.: 

"Not of my own knowledge, Eo$t." 
" Ycs-of your own knowledge. Then MT 

1Cenner.y walked away, and was certain  that hi 
wife had deceived him about  thc cluel.  Tllerr 
had  been n duel, and  she had known it ; and  ye 
she had told  him that  the  report was R ridicu 
lous  fabrication. 1% never  forgot  nny  thing 
I-IC rcmenlbcred a t  this  moment  the words ol 
the falsehood, and  the  look of her  face as s111 
told it. He had believed her implicitly,  but h (  

would never believe hcr ngnin. He was one of 
those  men who, in spite of their  espcrience ol 
the world, of thcir  experience of their own lives 
imagine  that  lips  that have once  lied  can neve: 
tell  the  truth. 

Lady  Laura's letter to Pllinens  was as fol 
lows :- 

" I,OUGIlT.INTER, December 28th, IS(?-. 
"MP DEMI l ? ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , - V i o l e t  Eflingham il 

1 1 ~ 0 ,  and Oswnld has just left 1x9. I t  is possiblt 
that you may see him as he passes through  Lon. 
don. But at any  rnte, I think i t  best to Iet yot 
know  inlmediately  that  she has accepted him- 
s t  last. If therc be any  pang in  this  to you, be 
mrc  that  I will grieve for yon. You will  not 
wish me to say that I regrct  thnt  which wns the 
dearest wish  of my heart before I kncw you. 
Lately,  indced, I llave been torn in two ways. 
You will tmlerstand  what I mean, and I bclieve 
I nced sny nothing more - except tlliS, thnt it 
shall be among my prayers that you m q -  obtain 
811 things  that  may  tend  to  mnke you happy, 
honorablc,  and of high esteem. Pour most sin- 
cere  friend, LATTEA ICENNEDP." 

Evcn  though  hcr l~usbnncl should  rend  the  let- 
ter, there was nothing in that of which she nced 
be nshnmcd. But he  did not read  tho  letter. 
€Ie simply specnlated as to its contents,  nnd  iu- 
quircd  within himself whether i t  would not  be 
for the welfwe of the world in  general,  and  for 
thc lvclfare of himself in  pnrticular, that hus- 
bands should demand to rend  their wives' letters. 

And  this was Violet's letter  to  her  aunt :- 

t (  MY DEAR A U N T , - - ~ ~  thing hns come a t  
Inst, ancl all your trottbles will  be soon over; 
for I do believo that all yonr troubleshave come 
from your unfortunate niece. A t  last I nm go- 
ing to bo married, and thus  take mpelf  off your 
hands. Lord  Chiltern  has  just been here, and 
I have  accepted  him. I am afraid you hardly 
think so well of Lord  Chiltern as I do: but 
then,  perhaps, you have  not  known him so long. 
YOU do I;nom, however, thnt  thcrc  has bcen some 

I may take q o n  myself to say that nom, upon 
his  engagement,  this will be settled. I llave the 
inexpressible pleasure of feeling sure that Lord 
Brentford mill welcome me as his  daughter-in- 
law. Tell the news to Augusta, with my best lore. 
I will write to her i n  n day or two. I hope my 
cousin  Gnstavus will condescend to give  me 
away. Of course there is nothing fixed about 
time;  but I shouId say, perhaps, in  nine years. 

" Your affectionate niece. 

What docs shc  mean  about  nine years?" 
said  Lady Baldock in her  n-rath. 

t' She is joking," said the mild  Augusta. 
''I believe she would-joke, if I were going to 

be buried,'' said Lady Baldock. 

___t__ 

CHAPTZR L I K  
SIIOWING HOW PHIBEAS BORE THE BLOW, 

WHEN Phincas  received  Lady Lnurs  Kenne- 
dy's letter he was sitting in  his gorgeous apart- 
ment i n  the Colonial Office. It was gorgcous 
in  comparison w i t h  the very dingy  room at  Mr. 
Low's to which he  had been accustomed in his 
early days - and  somewhat gorgeous,. dso,  as 
compared with the lodgings  he had so long in- 
habitcd  in  Mr.Bunce's house. The room wns 
largc and square, and looked out from  three 
windows on to St. James's  Park.  l'herc were 
in it two very cornfol tnble  arm-chairs  and II 
:omfortsblc sofa. Ancl the office-table nt which 
he sat was of old mahogany,  shining  brightly, 
xnd scemed to be fitted up with  every possible 
-.ppliance for official comfort. This stood near 
me of the windows, so that he conld sit andlook 
lown upon the park. And there  was a large 
mound table, covered with books and newspapers. 
Lncl the walls of the room wcre bright tvith maps 
If all the colonies. And  therc was one very in- 
ercsting map-but not  vory  bright - showing 
he Amcricnn colonies, ns they used to be. And 
,here ~m a  little  inner  closet in  which he could 
)rush his hair nnd wash his l~ands; and in  the 
'oom adjoining  there sat-or ought to have sat, 
br he m s  often absent, vexing the mind  ofphin- 

cas -the EnrI's nephew, his  private secretary. 
And  it was all very gorgeous. Often as he look- 
ed  round upon it,  thinking of his oId bedroom  nt 
Killaloe, of his  little  garrets at Trinity, of the 
dingy  chambers  in  Lincoln's Inn, he would tell 
I~imsclf  that  it was very gorgeous. Hc would 
monder that  nny  thing so grand had fnllcn to his 
lot. 
The letter from Scotland wns brought to him 

in the afternoon, having  reached London by 
some dny-mail from Glasgow. He was sitting 
at  his desk, with  n heap of papers before him re- 
ferring  to n contcnlplated  railway from Halifax, 
in  Nova  Scotia, to the foot of the  Rocky Mount- 
ains. I t  had bccome his business to get up the 
sabjcct, and  then discnss with  hisprincipd,  Lord 
Cantrip,  the  espedicncy of advising  the  Govern- 
ment to lend n company five million of money, 
in  order  that  this  railway might be made. It 
was n big  subject, and tho  contemphtion of it 
gratified him. It reauircd  thnt he should look 

differencc between him and his father. I think rprwnrd to grent cvex&, and cxercise thc misdom 
&L 
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Lady Laura’s letter to Phinens WAS completcc 
she took care to put i t  into  the  letter-box  in th 
presence of llcr Ilusbnnd. “ I  llave nrittcn t( 
Mr. Pinn,,‘ alle said, ‘ l  to  tcll  him of t l k  mnr 
ringe. ” 

‘LWhy WRS it neccssnry tllnt he should bi 
toll3 P” 

“I think i t  wns ilno to  him,  flom  certain dr 
cnmstnnces.” 

wonder  whether tllara mas nny truth il 
what every body wns saying  abont  their  figlltini 
n duel 3” nskcd Mr. Kennedy. IIis wife mndc 
no answer, and then lie continued--“ Yon tolt 
me of your own  knowledge that it M S  untrac.’ 

L‘Not of my own knowledge, Robert.” 
‘c Ycs-of your own Icnowlcdge.” Then Rlr 

Kenncdy wnlkerl nwny, nnd wns certain  tllnt  hi 
wit’c had dcceived  him  nbont  thc ducl. Tllerc 
had  bcen n ducl, and SIN 11x1 known it  ; nnd ye 
she l1nd told him  thnt  the  report mns n  lidictl. 
lous fabricntion. 110 never forgot nny  thing 
IIe rcmcmbcrcd  nt  this  moment the words of 
thc f&hooil, nnd  the look of her face as S I M  
told it. 110 lincl bclicvecl llcr implicitly,  but 11t 
would never bclievc her ngnin. I-Ie WIS one of 
thoso  men ~ I I o ,  in  spitc of their  cspcricnce of 
the world, of tllcir  experiencc of tllcir own lircs 
imagine  thnt  lips  thnt luve oncc  lied  cnn nevel 
tcll  the  truth. 

Lady Laura’s lcttcr to I’llincns was ns fol. 
lows :- 

‘LI w m r r m m  I?cvnlLmm-l Wh. lqC, 
L L M ~  DEAR l h l ~ ~ L ~ , - l ’ ~ ~ A ~  Lthllplmnl îs 

here, and Oswnlhl ~ I I E  j1l.t 1 1 4 1  II.. I r  I S  ~ ~ ~ ~ b l c  
that  you  mny sce him EIS he p a w s  through Lon. 
don. But  nt nny rntc, I think  it bcst to Iet you 
know  inlmedintcly  thnt she llns ncccpted I h n -  
nt Inst. If tllcrc bc nny pnng in tllir eo you, be 
mro that 1 will glievo for you. Yon will nol 
wish mc to  sny  thnt I regrct  tllnt  which \vas the  
dearcst wish  of my hcnrt befuro I knew youo 
Lntcly,  indccd, I Ilnvc bacn torn in two wnys. 
You will  nndcrstnnd wllnt I menn, nnd I bcllcvc 
I nced say nothing  more - csccpt this, that ir 
shnll bo nmong my prnycrs  thnt yon mny obtnin 
all  things thnt  mny tend to rnnlce y o u  happy, 
honornblc,  nnd of high cstecm. Y w r  most  sin- 
cere fricnd, LAURA UENNEDY.” 

Even though her husbnnd  sllould read the let- 
ter, tllcro tvns notlring in that of whicll she ncecl 
be nshnmcd. But  he  did not rend the  lcttcr. 
IIc simply  spcmlntcd ns to its  contcnts, nnd iu- 
quircd  within llinlsclf whcthcr  it would not be 
for the  wolfwc or thc world in rrencrnl. nncl For 

“MY DEAR AUNT,-TIIC thing lrns como nt  
lnst, nnd all your troubles wi l l  bc soon over; 
for I do beliuva tllnt n11 your troublcs hnve conle 
from Qom unfortunate niccc. A t  lnst I nm go- 
ing to bo mnrried, nnd t l m  tnke  mJself off p u r  
hands. Lord Chiltcrn lins jnst been  here,  and 
1 hnvc  ncccptcd him. I am nfrnid you hnrdly 
think so well of Lord Chiltcrn as I do: but 
than, pcrllaps, you hnvc not known  him so long. 
You do know, Ilowcver, thnt  thcrc lins bcen some 
clifFerencc bctwcen  him  nnd hiv father. I think 

*L 

inexpiësilble p~insure of feeling  sure  tllnt  Lord 
Brcntford  nil1 welcome me ns his daughter-in- 
Inw. Tell the news to Augusta,  with my best love. 
I will write to her in n day or two. I hope my 
cousin Gustnvus will condescend  to  give me 
away. Of course tllcre is nothing fiscd nbont 
timc ; but I should snv, perhaps, in  nine years. 

-. - 

‘ 6  Your affcctibnate niccc, 
“ VIOLET EFFIXGnAN. 

6‘ LOUQULINTER, Flidny.” 

“ Wllnt docs s l ~ c  mcnn nbout  ninc y e w s ? ”  

“ She is joking,” snirl the  mild  hugus;n. 
“ I believe she would-joke, if I \ ~ c r c  going to 

said Lady Bnldock i n  hcr uratll. 

be buricd,”  said Lady Bnldoclr. 

__c__ 

CHAPTER LIII. 

I 

Sl lOWlNG HOW PEII?7EAS BORE TIIE  DLOW. 

W H E N  Phincas  received  Lady  Laura Iicnnc- 
dy’s lcttcr I I C  mns sitting i n  his  go~gcous apart- 
ment in the Coloninl Oficc. l b  was gorgeous 
in  conlparison  with  the very dingy loom nt Mr. 
Low’s to which  hc hnd been nccustomed iu his 
enrly dn~s--nnd somewhat gorgco~~s,  nlso, ns 
compared  with the lodgings  he  Ilad so long  in- 
habitcd in Mr. Bunce’s housc. The room was 
Inrgc nnrt square,  and  looked  out from threo 
windows on to St. Jnmcs’s Park.  Tllcrc mere 
in i t  two vcry  comfortable  nrm-chnirs and n 
:omFortnblc sofn. And the office-tnblc nt whicll 
le  snt ~ r n s  of old mnllognny, shining brightly, 
m c l  seemed to be fitted up with  cvcry possible 
~pplinnce for oficial comfort. This stood ncnr 
)ne of tllc windows, so thnt l x  corlld sit and look 
lown npon the park. And  thcrc wns n lngc 
*ound tnblc,covercd with books nnd  ncwspnpers. 
Ancl thc wnlls of thc room wcrc bright with mnps 
,f n11 the colonics. And there was one very in- 
crcsring map-but not voy bright - showing 
hc  Amcricnn colonics, ns thcy nscd to be. And 
thcrc wns n littlc  inner closct in  which he could 
Jrasll his hnir nnd wnsk his llnnds;  and  in the 
.oom ndjoining  thcrc snt-or ought  to have sar, 
‘or he n ~ ~ s  oftcn nbscnt,  vcsing  the  mind  ofPllin- 
:as - the Enrl’s ncphcw, his private secretary. 
ind it  wns alt vcry gorgcous. Often ns h o  look- 
:cl round upon it, th1nl;iug of his old bedroom nt 
:(illnloc, of his littlc gnrrcts  nt  Trinity, of tllc 
lingy  chnmbcrs  in  Lincoln’s Inn,  lie  wonld  tcll 
limsclf thnt  it wns vcry gorgeotls. I-Ic wonlcl 

, vonilcr tllnt nny thing so grnnd hnd  fallcn  to  liis 
~ lot. 
~ Tho lctter  from  Scotlnnd wns brougllt  to  him 
in tllc nfternoon,  hnving  rcnchcd Lonclon by 
sonm dny-mail  from Glusgom. IIe wns sitting 
nt  his deuk, with a Ileal) of pnpers before him rc- 
ferring to n contcn1plnted rnilwny from IIulifas, 
in Nova Scotin, to the foot of the Rocky Mount- 
nins. It had  bccomc his bnsincss to get up tho 
snbjcct, nnd tllcn tfiscnss wit11 his principal, Lord 
Cantrip, tho cspcdicncy of advising the Govern- 
ment to lcnd n  compnny five million of moncy, 
in order that this  milway  might be mnde. It 
was n big  subjcct,  and  tho  contcmplation of i t  
grntificd ilirn. It required  thnt  he  should look 
f?r\\ ard to  grcnt  crents, nnd cxerrisc  the  wisdom 
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-tas now a'&. C. and in  Pnrliamant,  Tvodd no: 
have greater subjecbs than this before him, cver 
if ]le should  came to be Solicitor-ganerd. Lor¿ 
Cantrip had specially asked him to  get U p  this 
matter-and he was getting it up sedulously, 
OnCe in nine years the llarbor of IInlifas wn: 
blocked up by ice. 136 llar1 just jotted dowr: 
that  fact, which was material, when Lady Lau- 
ra's letter mas brr>nght to him. I-Ie read it, ani 
putting it down by his sido very gently, meni 
back to his maps as tl~ougli thc  thing would n01 
so trouble his mind as to disturb his work. Hk 
absolutely wrote, nutomnticdlp, certain wolds Of 
n noto about the harbor, after he had TeCeiVCd 
the information. A horsa will gallop for Som 
scores of yards, after his back has becn brokcn, 
before he knows of his  great  ruin j and So il 
was with  Phinens Pinn. His back W&S broken, 
but, nevertheless, he galloped for a yard or two, 
6' Closed in 1860-61 for thirteen dngs." T1m 
he began to be alvare thnt  his back mas broken: 
and thnt  tho writing of any mom notes nbout  thc 
ice in Halifax harbor wns for the I I ~ C S C I I ~  OLI 
of the question. "1 t h i n k  it best to let yoc 
know immediately that SIIO lins accepted him.' 
Those wcre the words mhich ha rend thc oftcn- 
esb. Then it; was all over! Thc  ganlc wnE 
played out, and  all his victories were as nothing 
to him. He snt for an hour in his gorgcouc 
room thinking of it, nnd vnrious were the an- 
swcrs which he gave during  the  tima  to vnriou! 
messages; bue he would 800 nabody. As fol 
the colonies, Ire did not care if they revalted to- 
morrow. He would 11am pa~tecl with overy col- 
ony belonging to Great  Britain to have gotton 
thc hnnd of Violct Eflinghnmfor hirnselF. No15 
-now nt this momont, he told himself with 
oaths  that  he had ncvcr loved any one but Violet 
Efiingham. 

Thore had been so much to make  snch a mnr- 
ringe clcsirable ! I sllonld wrong my hero cleeply 
werc I to say thnt  the weight of his sorrow IVRE 
occasioned by the  fact  that he had lost an hcir- 
ess. €IC would nevcr 11nvc tl~ought of looking 
for Violet Effingham had he not first lcnrncd to 
lave hor. But ns thc iden opened  itsel€  out t o  
him, every tiling hnd secmccl to bc so suitable. 
Had Miss Effingbnm bccomo his wife, the mouths 
of the Lows and of thc  Bonccs would have bccn 
stopped altogether. MI*. Monk would llave como 
to  his house as his familiar pes t ,  ancl he would 
have bcen connected with hnlf  a score of peers. 
A sent i n  Padiament would be simply his proper 
place, and even Undel..secr~tnlysllips of Stace 
might soon come to be below him, R c  wns 
plnying  a  great game, but hitlrerto he hnd playcd 
it with $0 mucl1 success-with such wonderful 
Inck-that i t  hnd seemed to him ellat d l  things 
were within his rench. Nothing mom hnd been 
nrantíng Co him thau Violet's hand far his olvn 
coqfart, and Violct's fortuno to support Itis po- 
&ion ; and these, too, had almost seemed to bo 
wihhin  his grasp. Eis  goddcss had indeod re- 

l 

I 



his back tvas broken. I t  was not  thc less brokcl 
becnnsc hc  sang to himself little songs to prove t1 
lllmself that  it was whole and sound. I t  wa 
brokcn, and  it seemed to  him now that Lo nev 
er could become Rn Atlas  again,  to  bear th1 
weight of the world upon his shoulders. Wha 
did  any  thing signiry P All  that he had- donc 
had hecn part of a game which he had been play 
ing  throughout, ancl  now he had been beaten i r  
his  game. I-IC absolutely ignored  his  old passi01 
for Lady Lama as though  it  had never been, anc 
regarcled himself as a model of constancy-as z 
man who had  lovcd,not wiselyperhnps, but mncl 
too wall-and who must nom thereFore suffer i 
living death. H e  hntcd Parliament. €Ie hatei 
the Colonial Officc. He hated  his  friend Mr. 
Monk;  and he cspeciaIIy hated  Madame Mas 
Gocsler. As to Lord Chiltern-he believed 
that Lord Chiltern had obtained  his object by 
violcncc. I k  would see to that ! Yes ; let t h c  
consequences be what  they  might, he would sec 
to  that! 

130 went up by the Dukc of York’s column, 
nnd as he pnsscd tho hthenaxm he saw  his chief, 
Lord Cantlip,  standing  under  the  portico  talking 
to  n bishop. 130 would hnve gone on  unnoticed, 
Ilad i t  bcen possiblc; but Lord Cantrip came 
clown to him nt once. ‘‘ I have  put your name 
clown here,” said his lordship. 
“ What’s the use said  Phineas, who wne 

profoundly indifferent; at  this  momcnt  to a11 the 
clubs in London. 

‘‘ I t  cnn’t do any harm, you know. You’Il 
come up in time. And if you should get into  the 
ministry, they’ll let you in nt once.” 
“ Ministry I” ejaculated  Phincas. But  Lord 

Cantrip took the tono of voice ns simply suggest- 
ive of humility, and suspected nothing of thnt 
profound indifference to n11 ministers  nnd minis- 
terial honors which  Phincas had intended  to cx- 
press. By-th-bye,” said Lord Cnntrip,  putting 
liis nrm  through  that of tllc Under-secretary, 
“I wantcd to speak to you about  tho  gunran- 
tcbs. Wo shall be in the clcvil’s own mess, you 
know--” And so thc  Sccrctary oc State mnt on 
about the Rocky Mountain  Iiailroad,  and  Phin- 
ens strove hard to bear his bnrdcn  with his 
brolccn back. 1-h Tvna obligad to say  somcthing 
about  the  gunraatces,  and the railway,  nnd  thc 
frozen harbor-and something especially about 
the difficulties which would be found, no t  in the 
mcnsnrcs themsclves, but in  thc  natural pugnac- 
il,y of the Opposition. I n  the  fabrication of gar- 
nlcnts €or thc nacional wear, the  great  thing is 
to produce garments  thnt ~hnll, n3 far ns possiblc, 
clcfy hole-picking. I t  mny be, nnd sonlatimes is 
t h  cnsc, that gnrrncnts so fabricated will be 
good also  for wcar. Lord Cantrip,  nt the pres- 
ent moment, WRS vcry anxious and very  ingen- 
ious in tho stopping of holes ; and  he thought; 
that  pcrhaps his Unh-sccrctary mas too much 
prone to tlle indulgcncc of Inrge philanthropical 
views without  suficicnt  thought of the hole-pick- 
crs. But  on this occasion, by the  time  thnt hc 
reachcd Brooks’s, he hncl bccn enabled  to con- 
vince his  Under-secretwy, and though hc Ilad 
nlways thought well OF bis Under-secretary, he 
thought  better of hin1  now than ever he Ilad 
dono. Phinens  during  the whole time  had  been 
meditating what be could do to Lord Chiltern 
whcn  they  two should meet. Could he take 
him by tho  throat and smite hinl? ‘‘ I hnppen 

to know  that Brodericl; is working as hard at  
the  matter as wc are,” snid Lord Cantrip, stop- 
ping opposite to the dub. He moved For pa- 
pers, you hom,   a t  the end o€ last session.” 
Now, Mr. Broderick was n gentleman in the 
House looking for promotion in  a Conservative 
Government, and of course mould oppose any 
measure  that could be brought forward by  the 
Cnntrip-Fjun Colonial Administration. Then 
Lord Cantrip slipped into  the club, and  Phineas 
went on alone. 

A spark of his old ambition with reference t0 
Brooke& was the first  thing  to make him  forget 
his misery for n moment. He had asked Lord 
BrentFord to put his name down, and mas not 
;ure whether  it had been done. The threat of 
Mr. Broderick’s opposition hnd been o€ no use 
toward the  strengthcning of his broken back, but 
;he sight of Lord Cantrip  hurrying  in at the COT- 
:teil door did do something. “ A man. can’t  cut 
his throat or blow his brains out,” he  said to 
.limself; “ after all, he  must  go on and do his 
I?rorkk. For  hearts w11 break, yet  brokenly live 
)n.”  Thereupon he went home,  and  after  sit- 
ing  for nn hour over his  own fire, and lookhg 
,vist€ully at  a littlc  treasure which he hnd--n 
;reasure obtained by some slight frand at Snuls- 
>y, and which be now chackcd  into the firc, and 
,hen  instantly  again pulled ont of it, soiled but 
Inscorched-he drcsscd himselF for dinner, and 
vent ont  to Maclamc Max GoesIer’s. Upon the 
xhole, he was glad  that he had  not  sent  the note 
f excuse. A man  must live, even  though his 
leart be broken, and, living, he must dine. 

Mndnmc Max Goesler was fond of giving  little 
linners nt this period of the  year,  beforeLondon 
vas crowded, and when her  guests  might proba- 
)ly not be called away by subscquent social ar- 
‘angcments. Her number seldom exceeded s i s  
)r cight, ancl she always spokc of these  entertain- 
ncnts as being of the  humblest kind. She sent 
)ut no big cnrds. She preferred to catch her 
xoplc as though by chance, when  that was pos- 
iiblo. ‘‘ Dear  Mr. Jones, Mr. Smith is coming 
,o tell me about some sherry on Tuesday. Will 
IOU come nnd tell me too ? I darc sny you know 
1s much about it.” And  then  there W S  n stu- 
lious absence of pnrnde. Tho dishes’tvere not 
rery numerous. Thc bil1 of fare mas simpIy 
mitten  out once for the mistress, and so eircn- 

round t h  table. Not a word about the 
h i n g  to be caten or the  things to be drunk was 
:ver spken   a t  the table-or nt  lenst no such 

Tvas ever spoken by Madame Gocslcr. 
3ut, nevertheless, they who fm.m any  thing 
lbout dinners were amare thnt Mndamc Goeslcr 
;ave very good dinners indeccl. Phineas Finn 

beginning to flatter himself that he knew 
omotlling nbout dinners, and  had been heard t0  
.ssert thnt the soups nt  the  cottagc i n  Park Lane 
rere not to be beaten in  London. But he cared 
31‘ no sonp to-day, ns he slowly made his way 
.p Madame Goesler’s staircase. 

There had been  one difficuky in  the \.PRY Of 
Iadame GoesIer’s dinner-parties which had W- 
uired some patience and grent  ingenuity  in its 
ianagement.  She  must  either have ladies, or 
ha must not  have  them. There IVRS a great al- 
urement i n  tile Iat,ter alternative ; bat she knew 
rel1 thnt if she gave way t0 it, d prospect of 
,eneral society would for her be closecI--and fol.- 
ver. Tllis  had been in the early days of her 
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widomhood in Palk Enne. She cared but little I “how often you English fathers quarrel with 
for wonlen’s society ; but she k n e ~  wc11 that the J W I I ~  sons.” 
society of gentlemen without women would  not 

,i3,.:1 ‘be that which she desired. She knew also that 

women - momcn lacking something  either  in 

i?’, she might as effectually crush herself and  all her 
f,. 

’ ’ u 4  aspirations by bringing  to her house indifferent 

character, or in  position, or in talent-as by hav 
ihg none at all. Thus there had been 8 grec 
difficulty, and sometimes she had thought t h  
the  thing could not be done nt all. cLThest 
English,nre so stiff, so hard, so heavy!” And 
yet she mould not have cared t o  Succeed else- 
where than  among the English. By degrees, 
however, the thing vas done. Her prudenct: 
equaled her wit, and evcn suspicious 1mple h i  
corne  to acknowledge thnt they could not pill 
their  fingers  on any thing  wrong.  When LadJ 
Glencorn Palliser had once dined at thc cottngc 
in  ParkLme, Madame Max Goesler had told her. 
selfthnt henceforth she did not cnrc what t h  SUS. 
picions people snid. Since that  the Dnke of 
Omnium had almost promiscd thnt he motlld 
come. If she could only entertnin  the Duke of 
Omnium  she moula have donc  every  thing. 

But there ~yns no Duke of Omninm there to- 
night. At this time the Dnkc af Omnium wns, 
of course, not  in London. But Lord Fawn riras 
there ancl our old friend Laurence  Pitzgibbon, 
n.ho hncl-resigned Ids place at the Colonid of- 
fice; and there mere Mr. nnd Mrs. Bonteen. 
Thcy, with our hero, mndc up the pnrty. No 
one doubted for f~ momcnt to what sonrce Mr. 
Bonteen owed his dinner. Mrs. Bonteen was 
good-looking? could talk, was sufficiently proper, 
and all timt kind of thing, nnd did ns wc11 ns 
any Other woman nt this t i m  of yenr to keep 
Madame Mas Goeder in counfcnnnce. There 
WBS nwer any  sitting after dinner nt the cot- 
tnge ; 01-, I should rather say, thcrc wns never 
any sitting after Mad~mc Goesler wcnt ; so thnt 
the two ladies could not weary each other by 
being alotlc togcther. Mrs. Bonteen understood 
quite 7vcil thnt sbc mns not required tllcrc  to 
talk t o  her hostess, and T V ~ S  ns milling ns nny 
woman to mnkc llerself ngrccnble to the gentlc- 
men she might mect at Madame Goesler’s tnble. 
And thns Mr. and &h.s. Bontaen  not  unfrequcnt- 
ly dined in  Park Lane. 

“NOW me hnve only to wnit for thnt  horrible 
man, Mr. Fitzgibbon,” snid Madanle Mnx Goes- 
Ier, ns she welcomed Phinens. ‘i IIc is a1wnJ.s 
latc. ’‘ 

‘‘What n blow for me !” snid Phineas. 
“No-you are always in good time. Bnt 

there is ,FL limit beyond which good timo cnds, 
and being shnrnefully latc nt once begins. But 
here he is.” And  then,  as  Lnurcncc  Fitzgibbon 
entered the room, Madame GoesIer rnng  the bell 
for dinner. 

Phinens found himself placed between his 
hostess and Mr, Bonteen, and Lord Fnwn was 
on the other side of Madame Goeslcr. Thcy 
were ht1rdly seated nt t110 tnble befow some one 
stated  it ns n fact that Lord Brentforcl and ]lis 
son  mcrc  reconciled. Now Phinend Icnejv, 01. 
thought that 11s knew, thnt  this could not ns yet 
bo the CRSO ; ancl indeed such was not tbc case, 
though the father 11ad already rbOeived thc soJ1’8 
letter. But Phinens did not choose t o  sny any 
thing  at present nbout Lord Chiltern. 
“I.~ow odd it  is,” said Madnmc GoesIer ; 

- 6 ‘  kIow oftcn me English sons quarrel \vitIl ou19 
fathers  ratherJYJ snid Lord Pawn, who was kno1r.n 
for the respect he had a h a y s  paid to the fifth 
commandmen t. 
“ It $111 comes from cntnil nncl pl.irnogenit11lq 

and old-fnshioned English  prejudices of tllnt 
kind,“  said  Madame Goesler. Lord Chiltcrn 
is a friend of yours, Mr. Dinn, I tl~ink.” 

They nue both friends of mine, ” snid Phinens. 
“Ah ! yes;  but you-vou-you and Lord 

Chiltern once did something odd togethcr. 
There \vas n littlc mystery, mns t l m e  not P’, 

“ I t  is very littlc of n mystery now,” snid 
Fitzgibbon. 

L (  Pt was nbont R lady - was it not ? l r  snid 
Mrs. Bonteen, aeccting to mhispcr to her ncigll- 
bor. 
¡(I am not nt liberty to say any thing on tllc 

snl)ject,” said  Pitzgibbon ; (I but I hnvo no danbt 
Phineas will tell you.” 

6 ‘  r don’t believe this nbont Lord Brentford,t~ 
snid Nr.  Bontecn. ‘$1 happen  to know tbat 
Chiltcrn IVRS clown nt  Lgnglllintcr  tbrec days 
ago, and  that he pnssed tllrougI1 London ycstcr- 
~1n.y on his wny to thc plncc where ho Irnnts. 
Tho Earl is nt 8amlsby. I3Cc ~ o u l d  llave gorrc 
to Sadsby if it werc truc.” 

i( It d l  clcpcnds upon ~ d ~ o t h c r  Mis8 Eflinghnnl 
will accept him,” snid Mrs.  ßontccn, looking 
over nt Phincas ns she spol;~. 

As there W C ~ C  t w  of Violct l3.fRnglmm’s snit- 
DI’S nt table, tho  mljcct wm bccominp; dim- 
greenbly purso~~nl; n ~ d  tlm more so, ns cvcry 
me of the pnrty  knew or  surmised Bomathing OF 
the facts of the cnsc. The C ~ I I S O  of tha duc1 nt 
Blnnkcnberg lind bccomo almost as pttblic ns tho 
he l ,  ancl Lord Pawn% c o ~ ~ r t s l ~ i p  hnd not been 
dtogcther  hidden from the publlc oyc. II0 on 
the present occnsion might prabnbly be nbIo to 
:amy himself better  than  Phincns, OV& presmm- 
ing him to be equally engcr i n  h i g  Iovo-for h a  
kncw nothing of the fBtal truth. But ha wns 
nnnble to hear Mr*s. I3ontecn’s lstntcrncnt with 
indiffwcnce, and sl~owccl his concow in cllc mnt. 
ter by his reply, Any lady will bc  much  to 
30 pitied,’’ hc said, who docs thrtt. Chilimn 
1s t110 Inst man in t l ~ c  mo~.ld to wlmm 1 would 
nish to trust tbc llappincss o f  awpolnm for wllom 
r CRrCd.” 

Clliltern is a very good f c l l o ~ , ”  snicl Lnn- 
eencc Fitzgibbon. 

“Just n  littlc wilcl,” mid Mrs. Rontocn. 
“ And 11evcr hnrl n sllillirlg in  his pockat in  

lis lifc,” snid lier hnsbnnd. 
‘ I  1 rcgnrd him ns simpIy n rnachnq”  snid 

Lord Fawn. 
“ I ‘do so wish I knew l~im,” said Mndarna 

MRX Goeslcr. I C  X am fond of mndman,  and mcn 
v110 h~~vcn’t;  dlillings, nncl who aro n litth wild. 
2oalcl yon not brina Ihn hero, Mr. Finn P” 

Phincns did not  know what to say, or hom to 
)pen his mouth ~vi~hout  shoning his dccp con- 
:om I sl~nll bo  Ilnppy to ask him, if yon 7vis11 
t,” 110 rcplied, ns though tlw qucstian had bccn 
)nt to  him in  cnmast; ‘ L X ~ ~ ~ ~  I do not so0 sa 
nuch of Lord Clliltcrn as I usecl t o  clo.” 

“You do not lmlievo thnt Violoh Xfinghnm 
vil1 accept him ?” askeC Mw. Wontccn. 

R C  paused n moment before hc spoko, and  then 
nndc his nnswor in n deep solemn voioa-with 



R seriousness which he was unable to repress, 
d g  S[le lins accepted him,” hc said. 

“ D o  you mean that you know it ?” sai¿ 
B~adanle Goesler. 

 yes; 1 mean  that I know it.” 
Bad any body told him beforehand that lik 

would openly make this dcclxrntion at Madame 
GoesIer’s table, he would have said that of s11 
things it was the most impossible. €IC would 
llave  declared that nothing would have induced 
him to speak of Violet Effingham in his existing 
frame of mind, and that he would have had his 
tongue cut out before he spoke of her as tllc 
prorniscd bride of his rival. And now he had 
declnred the whole truth of his own wretchcd- 
ness and discornfiturc. €Ie was well alvare that 
a11 of them there knelv why he had fought the 
duel a t  Blankenberg ; all, that ís, eycept per11aps 
Lord Pawn. And he fclt as he made the state- 
inent BS to Lord ChiItern that he blushed up t o  
his  forehead, and that bislroice was strange, and 
that  he was telling  thc  tale of his own disgrace. 
Bn t  whcn the dircct qucstion had been asked 
him he liad bccn unnblc to refrain from nnswer- 
jng it directly. He had thought OF turning it 
off with some jest, o r  nflectntion of drollery, bnt 
1 1 d  ftxilcd. At the momcnt he lincl bccn unnbIc 
not to speak the  truth. 
“I don’t belicvc n word of it,’’ said Lord 

Fawn, who nlso forgot himself. 
I do believe it, i€ Mr. Finn says so,” said 

Mrs. Bontecn, who rather liked the confusion 
she had cansed. 

c c  Rut who could havo told you, Finn ? asked 
Mr. Bonteen. 

His sister, Lndy  Laura, told me SO,” snid 
Phineas. 

c ‘  Then it must be truc,” said Madam Goes- 
Icr. 

“It is quito impossible,’’ said Lord Fawt~.  
“I think I may sny that I know  that i t  is im- 
possible. If it was so, it mould be nmost shnmc- 
fiil nrrangcmcnt.  Every sllilling she Ilas intho 
world mould bo swallo~vcd up.‘’ Now, Lord 
Fawn, i n  making his propos al^, had bccn mng- 
nnnimous  in  his offers as to  settlcmcnts and pe- 
cuniary provisions generally. 

For some minutes after thnt Fllincas  did  not 
speak another word, and  the conversation gcncr- 
ally WRS not so brisk and bvight ns it WRS cspect- 
cd to be nt Mndnmc Goeslor’s. Madame Mnx 
Gocsler hcrselt thoroughly nnderstoocl our hcro’s 
position, and fclt for him. She would have en- 
couraged no questioning about Violet ZtXughnm 

n I ’CSU~~, nni l  nom sha exerted herself to turn  tllc 
minds of her  gucsts to otller subjects. A t  Inst 
shc succeedcd ; and  aftcr n wldc, too, Phineas 
himself was nblc to talk. R e  drank two or thrce 
glasses of wine, and dashed away into politics, 
taking the endiest opportunity in his power o€ 
contrndicting  Lord  Fnwn very plainly on one or 
two mnttcrs.  Laurcnce Fitzgibbon was of caurse 
of opinion that the ministry could not stay in 
long. Since he lind Icft the  Government tho 
ministers Ilad mndc wonderful mistnkes, and he 
spoke of thorn quite RS nn enemy might speak. 

And yct, Fitz,” said Mr. Bontccn, yon used 
t o  bc SO stanch a supportCr.” 
“I havo sccn the error of my way, T c m  ~IB-  

$111’8 YOU,” said  Laurence. 
L I always obscrvc, W said 1\IIn¿lnmc Max Goes- 

31ad she thought tl1nt tlleywollld 11nl.c led to snch 
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rind Mr. Bonteen, having sent  his W i f e  home b: 
hemelf, walked off to\\.ard the chbs with b r (  
ya\vn. n e  was very anxious to have B few tvord 
witll*L0rd  Pawn. Lord Bnwn had evidenti: 
been annoyed by Phincas, and Mr. Bonteen di( 
nct at all love the young Under-secretary 
( 6  That fellow Ilas become the nost consummntl 
puppy I ever met,” said he, as he linked himself 
on to the lord. c c  Monk, and one or two otller, 
among them, haw contrived to  spoil him alto, 
gether. ” 

ci I don’t believe a word of v h t  he said abou 
Lord Chiltern,” said Lorct Fawn. 

L C  About his marriage with Miss Effinghnm ?’ 
( c  It would be such nn nbominnble shame  t( 

sRcrifice the girl,” said Lord Pawn. “01111 
t]link of it, Every thing is gone. The man i; 
R drunkard, and I don’t believc he is any mon 
reconciled to his father than you are. Lad? 
Laura Kennedy must ha+vc had some object i l  
snymg SO.” 

( 4  I’crllaps an invention of Finn’s altogether,’ 
said Mr. Bonteen. “Those Irish fcllows arc 
jmt the men for  that kind of thing.” 

A man7 you know, so violent that nobod: 
c m  hold him,” said Lord Fawn, thinking of Chil 
tern. 

And so absurdly conceited,” said Mr. Bon 
teen, thinking of Phinens. 

E g  A man who has never done m y  thing, wit1 
all his advantages in  the world-and nevel 
will.” 
“ E c  mont hold his place long,”snid Mr. Bou. 

teen. 
‘ t  Ml1orn c10 you mcnn ?” 
I L  Phinens  Pina.” 
it Oh, Mr. Pinn. I W ~ S  talking ofLord Chil- 

tern. I bclieve Finn to be a very good sort of 
fellow, and he is undoubtedly clever. They say 
Cnntrip  likes  him amazingly. IIc’ll do very 
cvell. But I don’t believe a mord of this nbout 
Lord Chiltern.” Then Mr. Bonteen felt hiin- 
self to be snubbed, and soon afterward Icft Lord 
Pawn alone. 

__.c_- - 
CHAPTER ZIV. 

CONSOLATION. 

ON the clnyfolIo~ving Madarne Goesler’sdinncr- 
party, Phinens, though he wns early  nt his ofncc, 
WRS not nble to do much  vork, still fceling tbrit 
as regarded the renlitics of the morld, his bnck 
was broken. I3Ce might no doubt go on Icnrning, 
and, after R time, might be able to  cxcrt himself 
in a perhaps useful, but altogcfher unintcrcsting 
kind of way, doing Ms work simply bccause it 
mas bherc to be done-as the carter or tho tnilor 
does his ; and from the same cause, 1;notving 
thnt n man must hnve brend to live. But ns for 
ambition, and the iden of doing good, and thc 
love of vork for work’s sake--ns for the elastic 
springs of delicious and beneficent labor-all 
that was oyer for him. Ha vould have worked 
from day till  night, and from night till dng, and 
from month  till month tlzrou8ghout the yeal; to 
hnvc sccured for Violet Xffinghm the nsstlrnnce 
that her husband’s position m s  worthy of hor 
own. But now he l ~ a d  no motive for auch work 
&9 thi8. As long as he took tho public pay, bo 
would earn it, and that mas nI1. 
On the next day things merc a  little bcttcr wit11 

him. €Ie received a notc in  the morning from 
Lord Cowslip saying  that thcy two wcre to  see 
the prime minister that evening in order that the 
wllolc question of the rnihvny to che Roekv 
Mountains might be understood, and Phine&, 
IVRS driven t o  his \vork. Before  the timo of the 
lneeting came he had once more lost his own iden- 
tity in grent ideas of colonial wclfmt, and 11nd 
planned nnd peoplcd n mighty rcgion on the Rcd 
River, which sl~ould hare 110 sympathy wicll 
American democracy. Whcn hc waited Upon 
Mr. Gresham in the afternoon he said  nothing 
about the mighty rcgion. Indccd ho left it to 
Lord Cowsljp to explain most of  thc proposcd nr- 
rangements, speaking only a word 019 two  11el-c 
and there as occasion required, But he was ~ I Y R L T C  
that he hsd so far recovered as to  be nblc to s:tve 
I~jmselP from losing ground during t bc  intcrvicw. 

( 6  130’s about thc first Irishmnn mc’vo hnd t l~nt 
has been worth his snlt,” said Mr. Grcslmm to his 
collengnc aftemwd. 

U Thnt otbcr Irishmnn wns n terrible fcllow, ’’ 
said Lord Cowslip, sllnkiug his l ~cad .  

On tllc fourth day after his sorrow had Lcfnllcn 
him, Phinans went again to the cottage in  Pn1*Ii 
Lane. And în order that lm might not bebnlk- 
ad in his search for sympnthy, ho ~ r ~ t c  a lino to 
Mndamc Gocslcr to nslt if she would bo nt homc, 
‘ 6 1  mill  be  nt homc from five to six, and a1onc.- 
M. M. G,” That w118 tho answer from Mnric 
Mas Gocdcr, and Pllincns wns of course at the 
cottage R fcw minutos after fivc. It is not, X 
think, surp~ising tliat a mnn  when 110 wnnls s y n -  
pnthy in snch n cnhmity as thnt which hnd llow 
befnllcn Phincns Finn, ~ l ~ o u l d  seck it from I& 
woman. Womcn sympnthizc most effcctnnliy 
with  mon, RS mon do with women. But; it, i#, 
pcrhnps, n little odd thnt n, m n n  wlmn lm wnlm 
consolntion because his hoert l m  becn brokc~~,  
nlwnys lilrcs to receive it from a prctty womnn. 
Sha would bo disposcd to tllinlr thoí, at such n mo- 
ment he would be profoandly indiffercnt to snch 
R mnttcr, thnt no dolight could como to him from 
fcrnnleboauty, nud that all ho would want: mould 
be tho softness of n simply 8ymptllotic sonl. 
But he gcucrnlly wnnts n soft lland as ncll, nrlt l  
an cyc thnt can bo bright bchinil t110 nzutunl 
tear, and lips thnt sl1nll bc young nnd í‘rash na 
they cxl~rcss their concern fur Ilia  orr row. All 
thcso things mere ndrled to Z’lrincns wllcn ho 
,vont to  M ~ + ~ ~ K I I o  Gocslcr in bis grícf. 
‘‘ I am SO glnd l o  w o  yo~l,” said Madnmo Mas. 
it You aro very goad-nnturcd to lut 1170 colno.” 

No-but it is so good of you to trust mo. 
But  I tvas mrc you ~votrld como aftor what took 
1111ce the  otl~cr nigllt. I BW tllat you wcro pain- 
:d, nncl .t was 60 sorry for it,” 

I mnda such n fool of mgdf . l ’  
“Not nt d l .  Aad 1 thought  thnt yon IVOTO 

ight to icll tllom when t h  question hnd bcclh 
wkcd. If the thing WS not ta Ira kept n secrct, 
h wnLy bottar to apcttk it out. P a u  will got ovcr 
t qnickcr jn that way tlmn in nny nthar, 1 h e  
lever sce12 tho yoLl11g 10rd mysclr. 

Oh, Ihcre is nothing amiss about him. As 
o what Lold Fawn said, tho Imlf of i t  is simply 
jxnggcmtion, nnd tho other haIf is misunder- 
ttood.l’ 

c c  In  this country it is so much to bo 01 lord,” 
laid Madama Gocslcr. 

Phinans thought n moment of thni; mnttcr bc- 
ore h6 roplied. All tho Stnndish family had 
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been very good to him, and  Violet Effingbnrr 
had been very good. I t  was not  the  fault of nng 
of them that he was nom yqretched and back bro. 
kcn.  €IC had meditated much on this,  mld Ilad 
rcsolved that  he would  not even think  evil of 
them. ‘c I do not  in my heart  believe  that thal 
had any thing to do with it,” he s i d .  

“ But  it  has, my friend,  nlwt~ys. I do noí 
know  your  Violet  Effingham.” 

‘‘ She is not mine.” 
“Well, I do not know this  Violet  that is noi 

yours. I have met  her,  2nd  did  not especinlly 
admire hes. But  then  the tasres of men nnd 
women about beanty  are  never tho same. 13111 
I know  she is one  thnt always lives  with lord5 
and countesses. A girl who has always livcd 
with countesses feels i t  eo be so hard to  scttlc 
clown as n plnin mistress.” 

‘L She l m  l u d  plenty  of  choice  among  all sort$ 
of men. I t  was not the title. SIX would not 
llave acccptcd  Chiltern unless she hnd- But 
what is the use of taking of i t  P” 

“ They l1ad known ench othcr long T” (‘ Oh yes-as childrcn. And the  earl desired 

‘‘ Ah! then he arranged it.” 
i t  of d l  things.” 

Not exactly. Nobody could arrange any - thing for Chiltern-nor, as far ns that goes, for 
Miss  Efinghnrn. They arqnngcd it themselves, 
I fnncy.” 

“You had nsked her 3” 
“Yes ; twice. And she Ilad refused him more 

than twice. I have  nothing  for which to b~arnc 
l m  ; but  yet I had thought-I had thought-” 

“She is a jilt  then?” 
“No; I will not let you say that of her. 

She is no jilt. But  I think she l m  been strnnge- 
Iy ignorant of her own mind. What  is tho use 
of tnlking of it, Rllndame Gocsler P” 

“No ; only  sometimes it is better to spenk a 
word than  to keep one’s sorrow to one’s self.” 

So i t  is ; and there is not one in the world 
to  whom I can speak snch a word cxccpt  your- 
self. Is nol thnt odd? 1 hnve sisters, but they 
llave never hcard of Miss Eflinghnm, and would 
be  quite indifFcrent.” 

Perhaps they have some othcr  favorites.” 
tLAh I well. That does not matter. And 

my best fricnd hero in London is Lord Chiltorn’s 
own sistor.” 

‘‘ She knew of your attnchment P” 

( L  And she told you of Miss Effinghnm’s on- 

g 
‘ c  She has  always dcsircd the marringß: And 

ct I think  she woalcl httvva been sntisfiecl had it 
een otherwise. But of course her  heart must 

be wit11 her  brother. I neod  not have troubled 
myself to go to Blnnkingbury after all.” 

“It JVBS for the best mhnps. Evclvy body 
snys you behaved so weli.” 

6 ‘  I could  not but go, as the  things mese there.” 
( c  What if yon had-shot him P” e 

U Thoro would have been an  cnd of every 
thing. She would ncmr have seen YOU after thnt. 
Indeed I shot~ld llnve shot myself next, feeling 
that  there mas nothing clse Ieft for me to do.” 

Ah! you  English are so peculínr. But I 
suppose it is best  not t o  shoot n mm. Ancl, 
Mr. Finn. thew me othcr ladies in the world 

Oh yes.” 

gngcmcnt. Wtu she  glad of i t  ?” 

l 

‘ I .  

moment, nnd for a month or two, she is peerless, 
and you will feel yourself to be of all men the 
most unfortanatc. But  you  have the ball at 
your feet. I know no one so yonag who  lins 
got the ball nt his feet so mell. I call i t  noth- 
ing to have the ball at your feet if you arc! born 
with i t  there. I t  is so easy to  be n lord if your 
father is  one before yon-and so easy to marry 
s pretty girl if yon cnn make her n countess. 
But  to make yourselfa lord, or to be as good as 
a lord, when nothing has been born to you- 
thnt I call very much. And thcre are women, 
nnd pretty women, too, Mr. Pinn, who have 
spirit  enough to understand tllis, and to think 
that the  mnn,  after d l ,  is more important  than 
the lord.” Then  she sang the old well-worn 
versc of the Scotch song with wonderful spirit, 
and with x clenrness of voice anci knowledge of 
music for which ho had hitherto  never givcn 
l m  credit. 

TIlc king can mak’ n belted knight, 
A marquis, duke, and a’ that; 

Dut an honest mnn’s a boon his mighty 
Chid hit11  ha mauna fa’ that.” 

“I did not know thnt you sung, M L ~ w ~ I ~  
Goeder. ” 

‘ c  Only now and then when something specinl- 
ly requires it. And I nrn very fond of Scotch 
songs. I will sing to you now if you like it.” 
Then she sang the whole song, &‘A man’s a 
man for a’ that,”  she said ns she finisbed, ‘(even 
though  he  cnn not gct the speaial bit of painted 
Eve’s flcsh for which his heart has had a crav- 
ing.” Then she sang again :- 

“There arc maidene in Scotland more lovely by far, 
Tvho, would gladly bc brde t o  the young Lochinvar.’’ 

“But  young Lochinvar got his bride,” snid 
Phinens. 

‘‘ Takc tllc spirit of t h  lines, Mr. Finn, which 
is truc, nnd not  the  tale  as  it is told, which is 
probably false. 1 often think  thnt Jock of I-Iazlc- 
aean nnii young  Lochinvxr, too, yrobnbly lived 
to rcpent  their bnrgnins. Wo w11 hope thnt 
Lord ChiItcrn  may not do so.” 

LcI  nm surc he never will.” 
“Thnt is rill right. And as for you, do you 

for n while think of your politics, and your 
speeches, and your colonies, rather than of your 
love. You are nt home there, and no Lord 
Ctliltarn  can rob you of your stlccess. And  if 
yon arc down i n  the month, come to me, nnd l 
will sing you R $cotch song. And, look you, 
the next tirne I nsk  yon to dinner  thnt ME. 
Bontcen  shall  not  bc here. Good-bye.” SIN 
pvc him her hand, whicll was vcry soft, nnd Ieft 
it for a moment  in his, and ho wns consoled. 

Maclame GoesIer, when she WEIS alone, threw 
herseIf on to her chair and begnn to think of 
things. I n  these days she would often nsk her- 
self what  in  truth wns the object of her ambition, 
and the aim  of her life. Now nt this moment 
she llnd in her hand n note from t110 Duko of 
Omnium. The dukc had allowed himself to say 
Bomething about n photograph, which had justi- 
ficd hcr in writing  to him, or which she had 
taken for such jnstification.  And the duke bad 
replied. c c  >Ie would not,” he said, ‘c lose the 
opportunity af waiting npon her in person, which 
the nrcsentntion of thc  little gift might afford 

prettier b n n  Miss Violet Efinglmm. No, of ’ 11in1:’ It wonld be R great success to have the 
course you will not  admit  that now; Just at this Dukc af Omnium nt her house-but t o  what 



would the success reach? What  WRS her defi. 
nite object-or had she any ? In  what  way could 
she make herself happy?  She  could  not sal 
that  she was happy yet. The  hours with hel 
were too long, and the  days too many. 

The Duke of Omnium should come-if h( 
would. And she was quite  resolved a4 to this, 
that if the  duke  did come she would  not br 
afraid of him.  Heavens  and  carth ! Whar 
would be the feelings of such B woman as hel 
were  the world to  greet her some fine morning 
ns Duchess  of  Omnium!  Then she mude ur 
her  mindvery resolutely on one subjcct. Should 
tbe duke give her  any  opportunity, s110 mould 
take n very  short  time in letting  him know whal 
was the  extent of her  ambition, 

CHAPTER LV. 
LORD CIIILTERN AT SAULSBY. 

LORD CIEILTERB did  esuctly as he said h e  
would do, €Ie wrok to his futhcr 8s  he pnssed 
t11rough Carlisle, nnd at  oncc  went on to his 
hunting nt Willingford. But  his letter wns very 
stiff and ungainly, and  it  may be doubted whcth. 
er Miss Effingbam was not  wrong  in refusing 
the offer which he had  mnde to her as to tlle 
dictntion of it. He began his  lctter, ‘IMy 
Lord,”  and  did not much  improve  the style as 
he went on with ít. The rcader mny as well 
see the mholc letter:- 

hinilway IIotel, Cnrlisle, 
Dcccrrrber 27,156-. } 

( l  M Y  Zom,-I am now on my wny from 
Loughlintcr to London, and write  this  lettcr to 
yon in  complinnce  with n promiso made by me 
to my gister and to Miss Effinghnm, I have 
nsked Violet to be my wife, nnd she hns ncccpt- 
ed me, and they  think  thnt yon will be pleased 
to henr that this  has been done. I shall be, of 
course, obliged, i€ you will instruct Mr. Edwards 
to let me know  what you would propaso to do 
in regard to settlements. Lama thioks that 
p u  will wish to sec both  Violct  and mysclf at 
Saulsby. For myself, I cnn only sny that, should 
you desire me to come, I will do so on receiving 
l-otlr assurance  thnt I sl1all be trentcd  ncithcr 
b i th  fatted cnlvcs nor ni th  reproaches. I nnl 
not  aware  that 3 ham deserved  either. I am, 
my lord, póurs nffect.. CIIILTERN. 

That  last word, in which ho lmlf dcclarcd 
himself to be joined in  affectionate relntion~ to 
his father, anused him n world of trouble. But 
lie could find no term  for expresshg, without 
n circumlocution which WRS disngreoable  to  him, 
exnctly  that position of feeling  toward his fn- 
ther mhiell rcally belon8ed to him. 1-10 mould 
have  written  “yonrs  with nffectioni’, or 4 g y ~ ~ 1 * ~  
with  deadly  enmity,” or “ yQurS with rcspcct,” 
or “yours with most profound indifferenca,” cx- 
r~ctly  in  accordance with tho  state of his father’s 
mind, if be had only known  what WRS that state. 
€Te WM afraid of gding beyond  his father i n  m y  
aff0r of reconciliation,  and tvas firmly flxed in 
his resolution that ho would never be either re- 
pentant Qr submissive  in  regard  to the past, If 
his father hnd v6shes  for tlaa future, be would 
comply,  with  them  if he cotdd do BO without 

unreasonable  inconvenicncc, but he would not 
give way n single  point us to  things  donc  and 
gone. If his fathCr should C ~ O O S O  to mrke any 
reference to  them, his father  must  prepare for 
battle. 

The earl \vas of C O U ~ S C  disgustcd by the  perti- 
nacious obstinncy of his son’s letter,  and fbr an 
llour or two swore to himself that he would not 
answer it. But   i t  is natural that,  tho ftItI1cr 
should yenrn  for thc son, while  tllc son‘s feeling 
for tbc  father is of a very much  venkcr  nature. 
€Iere, a t   my   mte ,  \vas thnt  eng~gcmcnt mndo 
which he lind ever clcsircd. And  his 8011 11nd 
made a step, though it wns so very  unsatisfnctoc 
ry a step, toward  reconcilintion. Whcn the  old 
man rcad the lctter a second  time, l m  skip1)ecl 
thnt  referencc  to  fatted caIves which lind bccn 
so peculiarly distasteful  to him, nnd beforc tho 
evening  had passed he Ilad nnswcrcd liis son ns 
follows:- 

LbSnuleby, Dccombcr 28, I S L .  ‘‘ MT DEAR CIIILTERN,-I llave reccivccl your 
Icttcr, and am truly  dclighted to l~cnr thnt  dcnr 
Violet hns ncccpted you ns her husbnnd. IIcr 
fortune will be very  matarial to you, but  shc  Ilcri 
sclf is better  thnn nny fortuno. You llnvc long 
known my opinion of her. X slrhll bo proud to 
welcome her ns a clnuglltcr io my house. 
“1 shall of courso writc  to  her  immcdintcly, 

and will endcayor to scttlo somc  cnrly day for 
hcr coming hero. Whcn I hnvc dono BO, 1. will 
write to >ou again, nnd cnn only sny thnt I will 
endeavor to rnnke Snnlsby  comfortnblc to you. 

“Your nffcctionate  fatllcr, 

l (  Eichnrds, the groom, is still hcra. Pou lind 
mrhnps  bcttcr  write to Ilim clircct about your 
10rses.” 

‘ &¿ENTJ?.ORn, ‘ 

By the middle of Bebrunvy armngements  hnd 
111 bcen madc, and  Violet  mot her lovar  nt his 
ittlrcr’s house. Slro in  tho  mean  timo lrnd bacn 
yith  her aunt, ~ n d  had unclcrgone a good ilcal 
)f mild, unceasing  pcrsecation. My dcnr 
Violet,” said hor nun t to her on fler nrrivnl at Dad- 
Jingham, spoaking with n solcrnnity thnt ougllt to 
hnvc been tcrribla to tho young Indy, “I do not 
know wlmt to say to yon.” 

Say ‘ how cl’you do, nunt  P’ ” said Violct, 
1 mcnn nbout this engngcment,” smid Lndy 

Baldock, with nn incrcase of awe-inspiring soveri- 
ty in her voice, 
“ Say nothing nbout*it nt d l ,  if you don’t Xiko 

it,’’ said  Violct. 
IIsw can I my nothing  nbout  it ? IIow cnn 

K bc silcnt, or how nm I to congratnlnto you P’’ 
( L  T h o  Ionst; said,  pcrhaps, tho sooncst  mend- 

:i[,” nnd Violet  smilcd us sha spakc, 
L (  That is very wo11 ; and if I hnd no duty to 

wform,  I .rvonld be.  silent. Dut, Violet, J:OU 
lnve bccn left; in my clrnrgc, If I seo for1 sblp- 
vrcckcd  in life, E shnll  evo^^ toll nlysclf that tho 
itult l~rwj bccn partly minc.” 

“Nay, aunt,  tl~ntwill be quita unnocossnvy. I 
vil1 always admit  that you did cvcry thing in  
’OUI. power to-to-to-make m0 run  straight, 
LS t h  sporting  mcn  say.” 

And yoa know, nunt, I still hopo thnt l: sbnll 
18 found to havo  kept on tho right side of tho 
1osts. You will .And thnt poor Lurd CIliItcrn i5 
lot so blaok u6 110 is ptrintcd,” 

‘l Sporting men ! Oh, Violct,” 



PHINEAS FINN, TIIE IRISH MEMBER. 169 

B u t  why  take  any body that is black nt 
all P ”  

‘( I like a little slladc in  the  picture,  aunt.” 
L L  Look at Lord l?i~\vn.” 
‘‘ I hnvc looked nt him.” 
‘L A young nobleman  beginning a career of 

uscful official life, that will  end in- ; there is no 
knowing  what it may cnd in.” 

I L  I dare say not ; but  it  nevcr  could  have be- 
gun or ended  in my being Lady I?”a\vn.” 

And Mr. Applcdom !” 
Poor Mr. Appledom. I do  like  Mr.  Applc- 

dom. But, you sec, aunt, I like  Lord  Chiltcrn 
so much better. A young woman  will go by 
hcr  feelings.” 

And  yet you rcfuscil hin1.a dozcn  times.” 
I never counted the times, aunt;   but not 

quite so many ns thnt.” 
The same  thing was repented  ovcr and over 

again during the month  that  Miss Effinghnm rc- 
mxinctl at Bnddingham,  but  Lndy Bnldock had 
no powcr of itttcrfcring, rmd Violet bosc her p r -  
secution bravcly. I3cr  future  hasbnnd wns gen- 
crally spoken of ns “ that violent young  man,” 
and hintu WCTC thrown out ns to tllc persontd in- 
juries to which his wife might bc possibly sab- 
jccted. But the threntcned  bridc  only laughed, 
nncl spoke OF these coming dangers ns part o€ the 
gcncrnl  lot o€ married  womcn. 1 dare sny, if 
the truth wcro known, my uncle Bnldoclt did  not 
alwnys kcep his temper,” shc oncc snid. Now 
the  truth was, ns Violet wol1 knew, thnt “my 
uncle  Bnldoclc” hnd becn d t m b  AS n sheep bc- 
foro the shearers in  the llandv of his d e ,  nntl 
hall never becn known to do nny thing improper 
by those who had been most  intinlate with him 
cvcn i n  his cnrlier  days. Your uncle  Bnldock, 
miss,” snid the  outraged  nunt, “ \vas a nobleman 
m iliffixent in  his manner of life from Lord 
Chiltcrn RS c h d k  from chcesc.” “But then 
comes tho qtlcstion, which is tlm chccse?”  said 
Violet. Lady Bnldock would not nrguc tllc 
question nny further,  bnt stalked out of thc room. 

Lady Lnurn Kennedy  mct  thcrn nt Snulshg, 
having llna somathing o€ a bxtllo with  her hns- 
band befora she left her home  to do so. Whcn 
she told hin1 of her clesiro to assist a t  this  recon- 
ciliation  betwccn hor father  nnd  brother,  he re- 
plied by pointing out  thnt hor first duty was nt 
Loughlinter, nnd, before the interviaw wns end- 
ed, had como to express an  opinion  tllnt thnt 
dtlty mas vcry  much  neglected.  She in  the 
rncan tirne had  declared thnt  she  would  go to 
Sanlsby, or thnt  shc would explnin to her fathor 
tllnt sllo \vas forbidllcn by her lmdmncl tmdo so. 
“Ancl I nlro forbid any such communication,” 
snicl Mr. Kcnnedy. ILI answcr to which,  Lndy 
Lnnrn told h i m  tlznt there were some mnritnl com- 
mands which sltc should not consider it to he her 
duty to obey. When matters had como to this 
pays, it may be conccived thnt  both Mr. Kenncdy 
ttnd his wife were vcry nnhappy. She had nl. 
most rcgolvcd that she would take steps to enable 
her to Iivc npnrt from hcr  husband, and he llnd 
begun to  considcr  what coursc he would pnrsue 
if such stops  were taltcn. The wife mas subject 
to llcr hmsbnncl by the lnws both of God and man, 
and Mr. Iccnncdy wns one who thought  much of 
mch lnws. I n  t he  mean  time Lady Lnura car- 
ried  her point nnd went to  Snulsby, lenving her 
husband to go np to London  and begin the ses- 
sion by himself, 

Lady  Laura and Violet were both at Saulsby 
before Lord Chiltern arrived, and  many were the 
consultations  which were held  betwcen  them as 
to the best modc in which  things might be ar- 
ranged.  Violet  was of opinion that  there had 
better be no  arrangcment,  that Cl~iltcrn should 
bc d o w e d  to come i n  and take his father’s Iland 
find sit down to dinner, and  thnt so things shod¿¡ 
fa11 into their places. Lady Laura was rather 
ín favor of some scene. But the  interview hnd 
taken place bcforc either OF them \vere able to 
sap a word. Lord Chiltcm,  on  his arrival, had 
gone  immediatcly to his father,  taking  the eayl 
vcry much by surprise, and had comc off best in  
the encouater. 

“My lord,” mid he, walking up to his fd1er  
with  his l~ancl out, I am very glad to como 
bnck to Snulsby.” €Ie knd written to his sistcr 
to  say  that he would be nt SnuIsby on that day, 
but httd nnnled no hour. He nom ttppenrcd be- 
tween ten  and  cleven in thc morning, and his 
fatllcr  had  asyct  mndc  no  preparation for him- 
hnd arranged  no npproprintc words. $Ie 11nd 
walked  in a t  thc  front door, and hnd asked for 
the earl. The car1 wns in his  own  morning- 
room-n gloomy room, full of dark books and 
clnrker furnitarc,  and  thither Lord Chiltcrn h a d  
at onca gone. Thc two womcn stillmere sitting 
togctllcr over thc fire in the brenkfnst-room, and 
knew nolhing of his arrival. 

(‘ Oswnld !l1 snid his father? “I hardly expect- 
ed you so e d y . ”  

“ I huva corne cnrly. I canio ncross country, 
and slept a t  Birminghnm. I suppose Triolet is 
hose.” 

L t Yes, slzc is here, and Lsura. They will bo, 
very glad to sec yon. So nm I.” And the fn- 
tller took  thè son’s hand for the  second time. 

‘‘ Thank yon, sir,” snid Lord Chiltern, looking 
his €utLw full in the face. 

llavc been vcry much pleased by this  en- 

Fv1la.t d o  you tilink 1 must be, tllen P’, said 
the 6011, laughing. “1 have been at it, yau 
know, off nnd on, ever so many  years ; and llave 
sometimcs  thought I was quitc. n fool not to geit 
i t  out of my head. Btrt X couldn’t ,get ilt out of 
my hcad. And now she tnlks ~ 1 9  though i t   w r c  
shc who had been in love with me all the time !l’ 

I don’t belicvo it in the least. Sito m q  be 
n littlc so now.” 

I hopc you mcnn that she nlwnys shnll be 
so.” 
‘LI slla’n’t be the worst hnsbnnd in the world, 

I hope, and I nm quito sum I shn’n’t be the best. 
I mill go nnd Bee her now. I supposc I shd1 
find her somewhere in  the house. I thought it 
best to seo you first.” 

“Stop half R moment,  Osnnld,”  snid  the enrl. 
And then Lord Brentford  did mako something 
of n shnlnbling speech, in which  lia oxpresscd’a 
hopo that they two might for the  fattite live to- 
gether on friendly terms, forgetting the past. 
Ho ought t o  llave becn prepared for theoccasion, 
nnd  the speech wns poor and shambling. But 
I think thnt it was nloro useful than it might 
havo been had i t  becn uttcred roundly nnd with 
that pntcrnal and almost  majestic effect which 
he would have ncllieved had he been  thoroughly 
preparcd. But the roundness anil  the mnjesty 
would llave gone against tho grsin wit11 his son, 

aemcnt,”  continued  tllc crrrl. 

“ Pcshnps she IVYRS,” said the father. 
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and  there would have been danger of some  out- 
break. As it  mas, Lord  Clliltern  smiled,  and 
muttered some word about  things  being all 
right,” and then  made his way out of the room. 
6‘ That’s a great deal  better  than I had hoped,” 
he said to himself, “ and it has all come from my 
going in  without being announced.” But there 
was still a fear upon him  that his father even yet 
might  prepareaspeech  and  speakit,  to  the great 
peril of their  mutual comfort. 

His meeting  with  Violet was of course pleas- 
ant enough. Nom that she had  succumbed,  and 
had told herself  and  had told him  that  she loved 
him, she did not scruple to be m generous as a 
maiden  should be who has acknowledged her- 
self to be conquered, and has rendered  l~ersclf t0 
the conqueror. She would walk with him and 
ride with him, and take a lively  interest in  the 
performances of all  his horses, and listen to hunt- 
ing-stories as long as he chose to  tell  them. I n  
all this she mas so good and so loving tbat  Lady 
Zaum was more tl~an once tempted  to  throw  in 
her  teeth  her old, ofcen-repeated assertions that 
she mas not prwe to be i n  love, that it was  not 
her nature to feel any  ardent affection for a man, 
and that, therefore, she mould probahly  renmin 
unmarried. *(You begrudge me my little  bits 
of pleasure,” Violet said, in  answer to one such 
attack. U No ; but i t  is so odd to see you, of all 
women, bceome so love-lorn.” ‘c I am not love- 
lorn,”  said Violet, “but I like  the  fwedom of 
telling him every thing  and of hearing every 
thing from him, and of having hin1 for my own 
best friend. H e  might go away  for tmelvc 
months, and I should not bc unhnppy, believing, 
as I do, that  he mould be true. to me.” A11 of 
which sat Lady Laum  thinking  whether her 
fiiend had not been wiser than she had bcen. 
She had never known any  thing of that sort of 
friendship mith her hnsbnnil which alrendy seem 
ed to be quite established bctwccn these two. 
In her misery one dny Lady Laura told th1 

whole story of her own unhappiness CO hor  broth 
ct; saying nothing o€ Phineas  Finn, thinkin1 
nothing of him ns she told her story, but speak 
ing more strongly perhaps than shc shor~ld hm 
done of the  terrible dreariness of her life a 
Loughlinter, and of her inability to induce be  
husband  to &er i t  for her sake. 

“DO you mean thnt hc-ill-treats you,” sai( 
the brother, with n scowl on his fnce which seem 
ed to indicate  thnt  he would like no task  bette 
than  that of resenting such ill-treatment. 

“He does not  beat me, if  you  mean  thnt.” 
“Is he cruel to yoa? Does he useharsh Inn, 

gunge?” 
‘‘ Ee never said  n mord ín his life either  to 

or, as I beliere, to any  other buman being th& 
he  trould  think himself bound to regret.” 
“ What is i t  then ?” 
“Be simply chooses to have his own way, nnc 

his way can not be my my.  He is hard, nnc 
dry, and just, and dispassionate, and he wisher 
me to be  the same. That is all.” 
“I tell yon fairly, Lauro, as far RS I am con- 

cerned, I never could speak to him. He is anti- 
pathetic to me. But then I am not his wife,” 
“1 am, and I snppose I mnst benr it.” 
U R a w  you spoken to my father P” 
“ No, ‘9 

‘ l  Or to Viole t P” 
“Yes.” 

6‘ And what does she say ?lT 

What can she say ? She has  nothing to SRT. 
Nor hnve you. Nort if I am driven  to  lcave hi&, 
can I make the worIil understand why I do SO. 
To be simply miserable, as I am, is nothing  to 
the \vorld.” 

“1 could  never  understand  why you married 
him .” 

“Do not be cl*nel to MC, Oswnld.” 
6‘ Cruel f I will  stick by you in any may that 

you wish. If  you  think well of it, 1 will go off 
to  Loughlinter  to-morrow and tell  him that you 
will noyer return  to  him.  And  if  you are not 
safa from him here  at Snulsby, you shnll go 
abroad  with us. I am sure Violet  would  not 
object. I will not  be  cruel  to you.” 

But in truth  neither of Lady Laura’s counsel- 
ors wcre able to give her  advice  thnt  could  serve 
her, She felt that she could not Icaw her  hus- 
band  ~yitbout other cause thnu  now  cxisted, d- 
though she felt also that to go back  to  him was 
to go back to utter  wretcbcdness.  And wllcn 
she saw Violet ancl her brother  together,  there 
came to her  dreams of what  might havc been 
her own happiness had she kept  herself freo from 
those tcrrible bonds in wllich she was now hcld a 
prisoner. She could not get out of her benrt 
the  rcmembrnnca of thnt  young  man who would 
Enve bccn her lovcr if she would hnve Iet him- 
OP whose love for herself she  Ilad becn nwvw’e be- 
for8 she  hall  hanrlcd  herselfovcr ns n bale of goods 
to her unlgved,  unloving  husband. She llnd 
married Mr. Iicnnedy becnnse shc was nfrnitt 
thnt otherwise she might  find  hersclf  forccd to 
own that she loved  thnt  other  man  who wns thon 
n nobody-almost n nobody. I t  w’ns uot Mr. 
Renncdy’s moncy that llnd bought hcr. Tbis 
woman in regard to money had shown hcrsclf lso 
be as generous m the sun. But, in rnnrrying Mr 
Kennedy, she had maintained  l~erself  in lmr high 
position, among the first of llcr own peopIe- 
among the first socially and among thc ArRt po- 
litically. But had she  married Plzincas, hnd she 
become Lady LnurR Binn, there would haw 
bcen L great  descent, She could  not havc cn- 
tertained the lending men of hor party,  She 
rvould not  have been on n lcvcl with tho wives 
nnd daughters of Cal~inct Ministers. Sl~c might, 
indcecl, havc  remaincd unmnrriod f Duf dm 
knew thnt  had she donc 50, hac1 she so rcsolvcd, 
that  which s110 callecl l m  fmcy woulcl hnve  bccn 
too strong f011 her. She would not havc romain- 
XI unmarried. A t  thnt timo it was 11cr fnto to 
bo either Lndy L~LIM, ICcnnedy or Lady Znurn 
Binn. Acd dm had chosen  to be Lady Lnum 
[lennedy. To neither Violel Effinghnm nor to 
m *  brothor could SIIO tell ono llalf of tho ~01’1’0~ 
vhich nmicted Ber. 

I shall go back t o  Lougl~linter,” SIIO said to 
1cr brothor. 

Do not, ~mlcss you wish it,” 110 nnswercd. 
“1 do not wish it. But X dm11 do it. Mr. 

‘Zcnnccly iu in London now, and has bccn ihm 
incc  Pnrliflmcnt  met,  but bo will be in Scotland 
gain in Mttrch, ~ n c l  L will go nud meet him 
lere. 1 told him thnt I would do so when I 
:ftl.” 
( L  But yon will go up  to  London ?” 
l ‘  I supgoee so. Z must do as hc tells mo, of 

3um. W b n t  I mean i R ,  3 will try i t  for auather 
eiw. ” 
“If it  docs not  succeed, como to UB,” 
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‘‘ I c m  not say what I will do. I would die 

if X I~new how. Never be a tyrant, Oswald, o]’, 
a t  any rate,  not  a cold tyrant.  And remenlber 
this,  there  is  no  tyrant  to a woman like telling 
hel- of her duty. Talk o€ bcnting a woman! 
Bcnting  might often be a mercy.” 

Lord Clliltorn remnincd ten clays a t  Saulsby, 
and nt  lnst did not get away without a few un- 
pleasant words with his father - or without a 
few words that  were nlmost unplensnnt vith his 
mistress. On his first arrival he had told liis sis- 
ter  that  he should go on n eertflin day, and some 
intimation to this effect had probably been con- 
veyed t o  the earl. But wllen his son told him 
one evening that, the posi,-chaise hac1 been order- 
ed for seven O ’ C ~ Q C ~  the next morning, he felt 
that  his son was ungracious and abrupt. There 
tvere many things still t o  be said, and indeed 
there l 1 n d  been no speech of any  account mndc 
nt n11 as yet. 

‘‘ That is very sudclen,” said tho earl. 

‘ l  She has not told me a word lately. She 
may  have said somathing before you came here, 
What is them to  hurry you?” 

“J. tl~ought ton dnys  woulil be ns long RS you 
wo~lld  care  to have me here ; and as 1 said thn i  
I would bo back by the first, I would rather not 
chnngc my plans.” 

I Lllought Laurn ilad told  YOU.^' 

You are going to hunt ?’’ 
“Ycs ; I sh11 hunt till tho end of March.” 
“You might have hunted here, Oswnld.” 

But the son made no Pign of changing his ])Inns ; 
nnd the father, seeing thttt he would not chango 
them, becalne solcnls and sewre. Thoro wera 
a few words which he must say to his son, some- 
thing of a speech thnt he must mako, so hc led 
thc wny into  the room with the dark books and 
the  dark  furniture, nnd pointed to n great deep 
arm-chair  for  his son’s accommodation. But as 
110 did not sit down himself, neither did Lord 
Clliltern.  Lord Clliltorn understood very well 
h o w  grent is the ndvnntage of a standing  orator 
over n sitting recipient of his oratory, and  thnt 
ndvnntage he wonlil not give to  his father. ‘ I  I 
bad hopad to haw nn opportunity of saying n 
few words to YOU about the  future,” said the 
earl, 

( I  I think we shall be married in  July,” snicl 
Lord Chiltcra. 

I L  So I lmve henril ; but after that. Nov I do 
not want to interfere, Oswalcl, and of course the 
loss so, bccnuse Violet’s money mill to a p e n t  
dogree restore  the inroads which have been made 
upon the property.)’ 

Ih will nwre thnn rcstom them altogether.” 
LLNot if her cstnte  be  settled on n second son, 

Oswalcl, and I hear from Lord Bnldock  that  that 
is the wish of her relations.” 

Sho will hnve her own m y ,  ns she ought. 
What that w’ny is I do not know. I have not 
even pslted her about it. She asked mc, and I 
tok1 her  to speak to you.” 
“OE course, I should wish it  to go with the 

family property. OE course, that .would be 
best.” 

She shall havo her own way, as fur as I am 
concerned.” 
‘L But  i t  is not aboutthat, Oswnld, tha t1  would 

speak. tVhat are yotrr plans of life when you. 
are mnrried?” 

I L  Plans of life ?” 

L‘ Yes ; plans o f  life. I suppose you hare 
sonle plans. I suppose you mean t o  apply your- 
self to some nscfnl occupation?” 
‘‘I don’t  know redly, sir, thnt I am of much 

use for any purpose.” Lord Chiltcm  laughed 
as he said this, hut did not  laugh plensantly. 

*‘ P o u  would not he R drone in the hive nl- 
ways T” 

“As far as I c m  see, siT, we who call our- 
selves lords generally are drones.” 

I deny it,” said tho e d ,  becoming quite 
energetic ns he defendcd his order. c c  I dcny 
it utterly. I know no class of men wIlo do work 
more useful or more honcst. Am I a drone? 
I-Iave 1 been so from my youth upward? 1 have 
dwngs worked, either in the one House or in 
the other, and thme of my  fdlows with whom 
I have been most intimato h n w  worked also. 
The same earecr is open to you.” 

c ‘You mean politics?” 
Of c o ~ ~ r s e  I mean politics.” 
I don’t care for mlitics. I seo no difference 

should s& n diflerencc i n  pal.ties. It is your 
clnty  to do so. My wish is thnt you should go 
into Parliament.” 
‘‘ I can’t  do that, sir.” 

. And why not?” 
“ I n  the first ldlnce, sir, you h n w  nat got R 

sent t o  offer me. You have managed matters 
nrnong you ia such a way thnt poor little 
Laughton has been swnllawcc~ 41). If I wero to- 
cnnvass the electors of Smotherup, I don’t think 
that many would look very smect an mc.” 

“There is the county, Oswi&l.” 
‘LAnd whom nm I to turn out? I should 

spend four or ilve tl~ousaud pounds, nud have 
nothing but vexation in  return for it. I had 
rather not begin thnt gnmc, and inclecd I am too 
old for I~al;iiament. I did not take it up early 
e11ougl1 to believc in it.” 

AIL this mndc the car1 very nngry, and fiom 
these they menb on to worse tlzings. W11cn 
questioned again as to the futurs, Lord Chi~tsrn 
scowled, and nt last declared  thnt it \vas hi’s iden 
to live nbroad in tho summer for bis wvitfo’s rcc- 
reation, and somewhere  down in  the, shires clul* 
ing tlm minter €or his own He would ndmit; of 
no purposa higher than rccrraation, and when his 
fnther again tnlked to him of a nobleman’s daty, 
he sdcl that he knew of no other spccial cluty 
than that of not esceeding his income. Then 
his fatber made n longer speech than bcforc, 
and at the end of it Lord ChiItern simply wish- 
cd him good-night. L L It’s getting Into, and I’ve 
pron~isccl to Gee Violet before I go to bed. Good- 
bye.“ Then he mns off, ancl Lord Brcntford 
wn8 left there, standing with his back to the 
6rc. 

After  thnt Lord Chiltern had n discussian with 
Violet which lasted nclwly half the night, and 
during  the discussion shc told him more than 
once thnt hc was wrong. ‘ I  Such as I Rm y o a  
must take me, or leave me,’’ he mid, i n  anger. 
“Nay, there is no ehoico now,” she answesed. 
“I llave tnkpn you, nnd I will stick by you, 
whether you are right or wrong. But when I 
think you wrong, I shd1 say so.” €Io swore to 
her ns hß pressed her to his hoart that she was 
thc finest, grandest, swetest woman that eyer 
the world had produced. But still  there 1vn8 

f 
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present on his palate, when he  lcft her, the bit 
ter taste of her reprimand. 

CECAPTER LVI. 
WHAT THE FEOPLE IN %lARTL'I3BONE TBOUGHT, 

PHINEAB FINN, when the session began, 
still hard at work upon his Canada bill, and i 
his work found some relief for his broken back 
He went into  the  matter with d l  his energy, and 
before the debate cnrne on, knew much mor 
about  the seven thousand inhabitants of som1 
hwdreds of thousands of squire miles nt t h  
back of Canada  than he did of the people 01 
London or of County Clare. And be founc 
some consolation also in the good-nnturc of R h  
dame Goeder, whoso drawinproom !vas ~Iwny 
open to him. He could talk freely now to Mn 
dame GocsIer about Violet, nncl had even ven 
tured to tell her that oncc, in old dnys, he hnc 
ihought of loving Lady Lnurn  Standish, H I  

spoke of those clays ns being vcry old, and the1 
he pcrhaps said SOMC word to her about den 
little Mary Plood Jones. I think  thcrc was no 
much in his cnreer of which hc did not my some, 
thing to Madame Goeder, and that he receive( 
from her R good deal of cscellent advice and en 
couragemcnt in tho dircction of his political atn. 
bition. ''A m m  should work," she said, ' l  ani 
you do work. A mornnn can only look on, nnc 
admire and long. Whnt  is there that 1 can do i 
I can  learn to care for thesc Canndiuns just bc. 
cause you cnrc for them. If it wns thc bcnvcrr 
thnt you told me of, I should lm-c to care fol 
t h  beavers." Then  Phinens of cowsc told hcl 
that  such sympathy fram her wns all in d l  tc  
him. But t h a w d c r  must not on this nccottní 
suppose that he wns untrue in  his lavo to Violoí 
Effingham. His back was altogethat' brolrcn b] 
his fall, and he was quitc ~ w a r c  tlrait such wnr 
tlm fact. Not as yet? at lenst, had come to hia 
any remotest idea that n curt wns possible. 

Early in  March he heard  that  Lady L ~ L X O  
wns tip in  town, nnd of conrso he vas bound tc 
go to lier. The informntion wns given to hin: 
by Mr. ICennedy himsclf, who told him that hc 
llttd been to Scotlnnd to fotch hcr. I n  tllcsc dny 
there was an acknowledged fricndship bctwecn 
these two, but  thcre tvns no intimacy. InSccd, 
Mr. Kennedy was a man who was hardly i~ltin~ntc 
mith any  other mm. With Phincns l m  now 
and then exchanged n fcw words in t h  lobby of 
the IIousc, and, when they cbnnccd to mcot cnch 
othcr, they met as friends. Mr. Renucdy Ilncl 
no strong wish to so0 again in his housc. thc man 
rcspccting whom he had vcntnrcd t o  cnution his 
wife, but he m s  thoughtful; and thinking ovc1' 
it all, he faund it better t o  n& him there. No 
onc mist  know thnt them WRE~ any rcnson why 
Phincas  should  not come to  his housa, cspocial- 
ly DS d l  tho world know that Phineas lind pro- 
tcctcd hrm from the garroters. ' 6  Lady Laurn 
is in íown now," lie said ; "you must p ancl 
 CC hcr  before long." Phinens of course prom- 
ised that ho would go. 

I n  these days Pllincas was bodinning to 110 
nware that ho  had memies, though ha could not 
understand w h y  nnv body should be his enemg 
now that ~ i o ~ e t  EkingIlnm 11nd deciclcd againat 
him. There was poor dear Lawrence Fitagib- 



, 

PI-IINEAS FINN, THE IRISH MEMBER. I73 
“I sometimes think women would be less 

cruel,” he said, “if  they knew how great is the  
anguish they  can cause.” 
‘‘ Has she been cruel to you ?I’ 

“ I have nothing to complain of. ’But if she 
loved Chiltern, why did she not tell  him so at 
once?  And why-’’ 
“ This  is  complaining, Mr. Finn.” 
“ I will not  complain. I m o u ~  not even tllink 

d i t ,  if 1 could help it. Are they to be marricd 
soon P” 

I n  July-so thcy now  SR^." 
“ And where will they live ?” 
“ Ah ! no one cnn  tcll. I do not think  that 

they ngrec as yet as to that. But if she has n, 
strong wish, Osmald will yield to it. He mas 
always generous.” 

“1 muid not ever have had a wish, except to 
have her  with me.” 

There wns R pause for L moment, and then 
Lady Lnurn answered him with a touch  oFscorn 
in  llcr voice, and with some scow, too, ip her 
eye. ‘L That is n11 very well, Mr. Finn, but the 
senson wil1 not be over before there is some one 
else.” 
“ There yon wrong me.” 
“They tell me that  you nre already nt Ma- 

dnme Goesler’s fcet.” 
Madame Goesler !” 
Whnt matters who it is RS long as she is 

vouag nnd pyetty, and l m  the  interest  attached 
io her of something  more than ordinary position ? 
When men tcll me of the  cruelty of women, I 
think that no woman can be really cruel because 
no mnn is capable of suffering. A woman, if she 
is thrown aside, does suffer.’’ 
‘ L D ~  you mean to tell me, then,  thnt I am in- 

3ifferent to Miss Effinghnm?” When  he thns 
spoke, I wonder whether fie had forgotten  that he 
!lad ever declared to  this wry woman to whom 
he was speaking, n passion for herself? ‘ t Pshnw !” 

“It suits yon, Lady Laurn, to be harsh to m ~ ,  
lut you a m  not  speaking your thoughts.” 

Then  sllc lost all  control of herself, and ponr- 
>d ont to him the  rcnl truth that mas in har. 
U And whose thoughts did you speak when you 
End I more on thc’bracs of Loughlinter ? Am I 
& m g  in saying that chnnge is easy to you, or 
havc I grown to be so old thal you can talk 
to me as though  those far-away follies ought *Q 
Sc forgotten P Was i t  so long ago ? Tnlk of 
1oT.e ! I toll yon, sir, that your heart is one in 
ivhich love can bave no durable hold. VicleL 
~fitlgharn ! There may be B dozen Violets after 
her, and you will benone t h  ~ o r s c . ”  Tilen she 
\valI;ed away from him to the window,  and he 
stood still, dumb, on the spot tlmt ho hnd occn- 
pied. c‘ You had better go now,” &c said, ‘‘ and 
forget what has passed between us. I know that 
you are I gentleman,  and you mi11 forget it.” 
The strong  idea of his  mind when hc heard dl  
this wps the  injustice of her attnck--of tho ntrnck 
2s coming from her,who had all but openly w- 
knowledged that she had married R man mhorn 
she llnd not loved because it suited her to escape 
from x man whom she  did love. She was re- 
proaching  him now for his fickleness in haying 
ventured to set his heart upon another woman, 
\vllen she herself had been so much morse than 
fickle, so profoundly  false!  ’And yet he could 
not defend himself by accusing her. What  mould 



she have hnd of him?  What !Wdd She hat-( 
proposed to him had he questioned hcr RS to hi! 
future when they were together on the braes Of 
Loug111inter.  'liTould she not have hnd him tc: 
find Some one else whom he could love ? W O U ~  
slle tilen llave suggested to him  the propriety of 
nulsing his love for herself-f~r  her tvho TVLIS 
about to become another man's wife-for  hel 
nftcr she should llave  becomc another man'! 
wife? And yet because he had not done so, ani 
because she had made herself wretched by mar- 
rying a man whom she did not love, she re- 
proached him. 

Hecould nottell her of d l  this, so he fell back 
for his defense on words which 11ncl passed bc- 
twoen them since the day when thcv Ilad met 
on  the brnes. "Lady Zauura," he ;aid, " i t  is  
only a month or two since yoa spol- ie to me a: 
though you mished that Violet Effingham might 
be my wife." 

I never wisheil it. I never said that I mish. 
ed it. Them nre moments in which we try tc  
gire L clliId any brick on  the chimney-top fol 
N hlch i t  may ~vhimpcr." Then there was m- 
other silence which she was the first to break. 
Yon had better go," she said. " I h o w  thal 

I have committed myself, md of course  Iwould 
rntller be alone." 

6' And mlmt  would you mish that I shouli 
do ?" 

Do?" she said. What you do can be noth- 
ing t o  me." 

t L  Must we be strngcrs, you and I, becausc 
thcrue  was a time in  which IVYC mere almost 111orc 
t l~nn  friends ? l J  

'$1 have spolien notling nbout mysclf, sir, only 
as I l1ave been drawn to do so by your prctcnsc 
of being love-sick. You ean do nothing for me 
-nothing-nothing. What is i t  possible that you 
should do for me ? Yon are not my father, o1 
my brother." It is not to ba supposed thnt shc 
mnntcd him to f d l  nt her feet. It is  to bo snp- 
posed that had bo done so hor roproachcs would 
Imve been hot and heavy an him ; but yet it al- 
most secmcd to him as though 110 hnd no othel 
al tcrnativc. No ! I-Ie -cvas no t  hcr father or hel 
brother;  nor cotlld Ire bc l m  husband.  And ILI 
this vcry moment, ns she ltncv,  his  heart yca: 
sore with love for another woman. And yet IN 
hn1dly knew hom not to  throw llimsclf nt he1 
fcet, nnd slvcnr thnt he mould return now nncl for- 
ever to his old passion, hopeless, sinfd, dogrndcd 
as it wonld bo. 

"I wish it '(YOTC passible for m e  to do some- 
thing," he said, drawing ncnr to her. 

" There is nothing to be done, " shc said, clnsp- 
ing 11er hands togother. "FOP me nothing, 1 
ham before mo no escape, no hope, no prospect 
of rclicf, no place of consolation. You 11avc ov- 
cry thing beforo you. You coml)lnin ofn wound. 
You have  nt lenst shown, that such wounds with 
you are cnpablc of curo. You c m  not but foe1 
thnt ml~an I hear your wailings, I must bo ím- 
patient. You llnd better lqavs ma now, if you 
plcasc." 

"And arc we to be no longer frioncls?" ho 
nskcd. 

"As far RS friendship can go pithout inter- 
course, I sl~nll almays be your friend." 
Then he wcnt, and as ho TcalkeJ down to his 

office, SO intCnt \vas ho on that which har1 j a a t  
passed that he hardly saw the pooplc 8s he mot 

them, OL' was awnre of the strects through 
which his way led him. There had heen some- 
thing in t h  later words which Lady Lnura had 
spoken that  had made him feel almost nncon- 
sciously that  the  injustice of hcr repronclles was 
not so great as ho had a t  first felt it to be, ant1 
that she had some canse for hcr scorn. If her 
case  vas such as she I1ad so plainly described it, 
what  was his plight ns comprwcd with hers ? 110 
had lost his Violct, nnd was in  pain. Thcrc 
must bo much of suffcring before him.  BU^ 
though. Violet tvcre lost, the world mns not all 
blank before  liis eycs. I-Ie had not told himsclF, 
even in his dreariest moments, thnt there was 
before him c '  no cscnpc, no hope, no prospcct of 
relicf, no place of consolation.'' And thcn he 
began to  think  wl~ethcr  this must in truth bo the 
case with Lady Laurn. What if Mr. Hcnncdy 
were to dio? V h a t  in sucl1 cnsa n$ that would - 
he do? In  tcn or parhaps in  five year& tinlo 
might i t  not be possible for him  to go tlrrough 
the cercmony of fnllinp upon his ltnccs, with 
stiffened joints inclccd, but .still with somcthing 
left of the nrdor of his old love, of his olclcst  lovo 
of all ? 

As be was thinking of this, hc mns brought 
up short in his walk ns ho wns cntcrinl; tho 
Grcen Pnd: beneath tho Dnlra's figuro by Law- 
rcnce Pitegibbon. '613cow dnro you not be in 
your ofice nt snch an 11011r n8 this, Piun, mc boy 
-or, at lenst, not i n  the TIousc-or serving your 
rnmters after sorno fashion," said thc Into Uniior- 
secrctnq-, 

( L  So I am. I've bccn on n rnossngc to Mnry. 
Icbone, to f inclwh~~t  the pcoplo thero think nbout 
t h  Canadas." 

"And what do they  think nbont tho Cnndns  
i n  Mnrylobone ?" 

"Not; one mnn in n thousnnd cares whc~hcr 
the Canadians proqmr or fail to prospcr. !They 
cam thnt Canada rjhaulcl nat go to tho Stntcs 
beaause, though t h y  don't lova tho Cnnnclinn8, 
they do bato tho Americnns. Thnt';'s nbout t110 
fooling in Marylabonc, and 'it's nstonislring l m v  
lilco  tlm Maryloboncrs nro t o  tho rest of' tlm 

c'l)ear me, whnt n fcllow yon nra for nn U n -  
der-sccrctary I YOU'VO  heard tho rlcws about lit- 
tlo Violct." 

IvOrw' 

L' Whnt news?'' 
'' Sllc l m  quclrrcllcil with Clliltarn, yon 

kll0W." 
Who snys so P" 
Ncver mind mho sny~  so, but t h y  ta11 MQ 

.t's truc. Tnko nn old friend's ndvicc, and 8trilw 
,vhilo tho iron's ltot.'' 

J?hincns dicl not boliava wllnt lm had 11on~c1, 
>ut t l~ough he clid nut bcliavo it, still tho tidings 
;ct hig heart bcnting. H o  would hnvc believed 
t, less perhaps Imd 110 knutvn that Lawrenco Ilad 
jasb reccircd  tho n w s  from Mrs. Bontoon. 



ia herself, who could even bring hcrsëlp to won- 
der that  men and women in high position shou1d 
coldescend to notice  such n gno ns hcr. With 
n11 lier ambition, there wns n something of gen- 
ninc  l~umility about l m ;   a n d  with all the hard- 
ness she lind learned there was n touch of worn- 
nnly  softness  which would sometimes obtrude it- 
self upon her heart. When she  found n woman 
really kind to her, she wonld be very kind  in re- 
turn. And though sho prized wealth,. nnd knew 
that her moncy was lier  only rock of strength, 
she coulcl bo lavish  with it ns though ir; were 
dirt. 

But s110 was  highly  ambitions, and she pIRyed 
her game with  grent  skill  and grcnt caution. 
IIcr doors were not opened to all callers; mere 
shut  cven to some who find but fc\w doors closed 
against them i mere shut occnsionnlly to  those 
whom she most espccinlly wished to see mith- 
in h m .  She knew how to allure by denying, 
and to mnkc the gift rich by delaying  it. We 
arc told by thc Latin proverb thnt he who gives 
quickly givcs half twice ; but 1 say thnt  she who 
givcs  quickly scldom givcs more chan half. 
'tVhen in tho  enrly spring the Dda of Omnium 
first knocked at Jlndrtmc M m  Goeslcr's door, hc 
tvns informed  thnt s110 wns not nt home. The 
dnlre fclt  very  cross ns he hnncled his card out 
from his dark grcon broughnm, on the panel OP 
which there was no blazon to tell of the owner's 
mnlc. H a  wns very cross. She had told him 
that sha wns alwnys a t  home betwcen  four  and 
six on a Thnrsdny. E o  had  condescended to 
rcmcrnbcr tlm informntion, and had acted upon 
it, nud now she was not nt home ! Sho \vas not 
nt home, tl~ongh he Ilad come an  n T h ~ ~ s d x y  at 
the very hour she hnd nnmed to  him. Any 
clolro would Ilavo been cross, but  the Duke of 
Omniam bvas pnrticuhrly cross. No; ho eer- 
tnirlly I V Q L I ~ I  give himself no fnrtller trouble by 
going to tho  cottngc in  Pnrk Lnne. And yet 
&fndtuno Max GocsIcr l ~nd  been in  her own 
drawing-roorn whilo the duke Ivna handing out 
his card from the brougham below. on tho next morning  thcro came to him n 
note from the cottage-such n pretty note !-SO 
~>cnitcnt, so full of remorse, and, which was bet- 
ter still, so laden  with  disappointment,  that he 
forgnva her. 

npologize to you, after having  told you that J am 
always nt homc on Thursday, and1 was at honx 

6 6  My DEAR Dmq-I hnrdly know Itow to 

' i  

i YOU know. 
"Yours fnithfully, O." 

When  the green brougham drew up nt the 
door of the  cottage  on the next 'I'hursday Nndnme 
Goesler WRS nt  home, and Ilad no headachc. 

Sllc \vas not a t  all penitent nom. She  had 
probably studied  the subject, and had resolved 
that penitence was more alluring in n lotter  thnn 
when acted  in person. Shc received  her guest 
with perfect ease, and apologized for the injury 
donc to him in tllc prcccding week with  much 
self-complacency. L (  X WRS so sorry when I got 
your card,''  she said; c c  and yet I rtn so 'glad 
now that you were refued." 

If you nere ill," said the dakc, "it was bet- 
ter. " 

"I mas horribly ill, t o  tel1 the truth, BS pale 
as n denth's head, and without a word to say for 
myself. I was fit to see no one." 

c '  Then of course you were right." 
"But i t  flashed  upon me ímmedintcly that I 

hncl named Q day, and that you ltnd been kind 
enough to rcmernbcr it. But I did not  think 
you came to London till the Mar611 winds were 
over. 'l 

“Tbc March minds blow everywvhero i n  this 
wretched  island,  Madame Goeslel*, and there is 
no escaping them. Youth mnp p1wniI ngninst 
them ; but on rnc thcp nrx so ~ G W ~ I -  thnt I think 
they will succeed i n  dl i v i n g  nlr: out of my colIn- 
try. I doltbt \rl~crllcr nn dil man shoul3 c w r  
live in  England if he can help it." 

The  dnke certainly \vas an old man, if n m m  
turned of seventy be old ; and ha mns n m m  too 
who did not bear his years with hearty strength. 
E c  moved slowly, and turned his limbs, when 
he did turn them, ~ 1 s  thong11 the joints were stiff 
in  their sockets. But  there mas nevertheless 
abont him n dignity of demeanor, a mRjcsty of 
pemon, and an  upright  carriage  which did not 
loave an idea of old age as the first impres8 on 
the minds of those who encountared t h  Duke 
of Omnium. He was tnll,  and moved without 
a stoop; nnd though he moved slowly, he hnd , 
Iearned to seem so to do  because it was the  propcr 
kind of movement for one so high up in the 
world as himself. Ancl pcrhaps his tailor did 
something for him. He had not beep long under 
Madnma Max Goeder's eyes before she porceivcd 
that his  tailor  had done R. good deal for him. 
When he alluded to his'  own age and to hcr 
vouth. she said some &mant  little word ns t o  

yest&day when you called.- ' But I mas unwcll, fhe d h m m x  botmeeti oak-trees and currant- 
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bushes; and by that time she was seated corn 
fortably on her sofa, and the duke was on fi chai 
before her-just as might have been any ma. 
who mas not a duke. 

After a little time  the  photograph was brough 
forth from Lis grace’s pocket. That bringin 
ont ancl giving of photographs, with tlle deman 
for counter-photographs, is the most  absur 
practice of the day. ‘‘I don’t think I look ver, 
nice, do I 1” ‘6 Oh yes, very  nice ; but a litt1 
too  old ; and certainly you haven’t got thos 
spots n11 over your forehead.” These are th 
remarks  which on such occasions are the mos 
common. It may  be said that to  give n photo 
graph or to mke a  photograph  without  the U! 
terance of some words which would be felt by I 

by-stander  to be absurd is almost an impossj 
bility. A t  this moment there mas no by-stander 
and therefore  the duke and the  lady  had nt 
need for caution. Words were spoken that wer1 
very  absurd. Madame  Goeder protested t h n  
the duke’s photograph was more to her than th 
photographs of all the world beside, and th 
duke declnred that hc would carry the lady’ 
picture  next  to his heart-I an1 afraid  he snir 
forever and ever, Thcn he took her hand nnr 
pxessed it, and was conscious that for n man ove 
seventy years of nge he did that  kind of thin1 
very well. 

‘ I  You wil1 comc and dine with me, duke P’ 
she said, when he began t o  talk of going. 
“I never  dine ont.” 
I r  Timt is just the reason you should dina wit1 

me. You shall  meet nobody you do not wis1 
to meet.” 
‘‘ I would so much  rather sce you in  this \va] 

-1 mould indeed. I do cline out occasionally, 
but  it  is  at big formal parties, which I c m  nor 
escape  without  giving offense.” 
‘‘ And you can not escape my little  not formal 

party- without, giving offense.” She looked 
into  his face a8 she spoke, and he knew that she 

* meant it. Ahd  he looked into  hers and thoughí 
that  her  eyes were brighter t h t ~ n  any he was ir 
the habic of seeing in thesa latter deys. “Name 
your own day, duke. Will n Sunday  snit you P” 
‘‘l€ I must 
ccYou must As she spol;e her cycr 

sparkled more and more, and her color went and 
came, and she shook l ~ e r  curls  till they emitted 
through  the air the same soft feeling of n pcr- 
fume that  her note bad  produced.  Then her 
foot  peeped out from  beneath the blmk and yel- 
low drapery of her dresq, and the duke saw that 
i t  W- perfect. And shc put; out her finger and 
touched his arm as she spoke. €Ier hnnd was 
very fail; and her fingers merc bright with ricl1 
gems. T o  men such ns the duke, n hnnd, to be 
quite fair, should be bright  with  rich gems. 
“ YOU must  come,”shc mid-not imploring  him 
now, but  commanding him. 

“Then I mill corne,” he answered, nnd n cor- 
tain S u n  day mm fixed. 

The arranging of the guests was 8 little dia- 
cdty,  till Madame G o d e r  be. gad the  duke  to 
bring  with him Lady  Glencorn%aIkr, his nepll- 
ev’a wife. This  at last he ngreed to do. As 
the wife óf his  nephew  and heir, Ln$ Glcncora 
mas to the  duke all that a woman could ho. 
)Ya8 every t h i n g  that was proper as to her own 
con$uct, and  not conscious ns to his. She did 
not b h c  him, and yet slle WIS attentire, u- 

though  in  her  husband’s house she was n fierce 
politician, in his house shc wns simply nn nt- 
tractive woman. “ Ah ! she is very clever,” tho 
duke once said,  shc adapts he~.sclf. If she 
were to  go from one place to the othcr, she would 
be at home in both.” And tllc  movement  ofhis 
grace’s hand as he spokc seemed to  indicate tho 
widest possible sphere for traveling nncl the widest 
possible scope for adaptation.  The  dinnor was 
nrrnnged, ancl went off very  plensnntly. &ru- 
dame GoesIer’s eyes were not  quito so bright ns 
they were during that  morning visit, nor clid 
she touch her gucst’s nrm in n mnnncr so nllur- 
ing. She ’cvas very quiet, allowing her gliests to 
do most of the talking. But t l ~ c  dinner and tho 
flowers nnd the winc n’we excellent, and 1Be 
whole thing \vas so quiet  thnt the duke lilred it. 
bbAnd now yon must colno and dino wit11 mc,” 
the  dukc said ns he took his Icavc. “ A  com- 
mand to that cffcct will ba onc which I certninly 
shall not disobey,’’ whispered Macltlmc Gooslcr. 
‘(1 mn nfrnid he is going to get fond of thnt 

woman.” Thcsc words FVCPC spokcn onrly on 
the folloning  morning by Lndy Glcncorn to llcr 
husband, Mr. l’nlliser. 

6 ‘  13c is nlwnys getting fond of somc womnn, 
and he will to  thc  end,” said Mr. l’dliscr. 

“But this Madame Max Gocslor its vcry 
clever. 

“ $ 0  thcy tell mo. I ’hnve gcnarnlly  thought 
that my unclc likes talking to n fool tlm best.” 

“Every man likes n clcver womm tllo best,” 
said Lady GIencorn, “if t110 clever womnn only 
knows how to use her  clcv~~ness.” 

I’m s w e  I hopo he’ll be nmuscd,” snid Mr. 
Palliser, innoccntIy. (IA l i t t h  rrmuscmcnt is 
all that Bo cares for now.” 

“Suppose you WWO told sqmo day thnt  ho wns 
going-to  bc r n m M  ? l r  said Lady Glcncorn. 

My uncle married I ”  
Why  not he ns wall ne nnotl~cr?” ‘‘ And to &f adarne (Toeslcr 3’’ 

“If ha be cver married, it  will ba to 80mo such 

“Tt~ere is not  a  man in n11 Englnnd who thinks 
more o€ his own position thnn my ~ I I I C ~ C , ”  mid 
Mr. Pdliscr somowhnt proudly, nlrnost with n 

‘‘ Tllnt is all vary well, Plnntngcnct, ancl trua 
mough in n k i l ~ d  o F w n ~ ~ .  1hrt n cllilt1 will m ! -  
nificc al1 that  it lins for thc top brick of tho cllim- 
ney, and old mon somctinm bccomc children, 
Yon woulcl not: l i la  to bo told ~ O I T ~ Q  morning; tlrat 
;hert wns nlittlo LOIYI Silvcrbridgo in t110 w01-1d.t’ 
Yow the olclcst son af tllo I h k o  of Oxnnium, 
xhen tho Duke of O m n i u m  I I R ~  n son, \vag cell- 
:d the  Enrl of Silvorbl-iclge; and Mr, 3CJnTIisar, 
vhen this question wns nsltcd him, bncnrno very 
)alo. Mr. Pallisor know well haw tha~*otrghly 
he  cunning of tho scrpcnt wns joined to  rho puri- 
p of the dove in tho parson of his wffc, and I10 

lintcd at dnngor. 
“Pcrl~nps 011 hnd bcttcr  kcop pour oyc upon 

lin],” 11c s td” to  11is mifo, 
“ And q 0 1 1  her,” snit1 T ~ d y  Giloncarn. 
W h n  Madnmo G.ocslor clinocl nt tho Clukc’s 

louso in St, Jnmc8’s Sqlrarc thoro was n lurgo 
murtyl and h c l y  Glencarn  knov  that t l ~ a l ~ ~  WLLY 
10 need for npprohonsion thon, Indaod Mntlnmo 
:ocsler wns no more than nny o t ~ l a r  ~ I I C B ~ ; ,  nr~d 

w~mt-tn.~~ 

touch of angel'. 

Sur0 that tl1cre \vu19 calls0 for @ar tvhe11 s110 

ho h k o  l~nrilly spoka to 1 1 ~ .  %’lrcly,y \vna s 

I’ 

i 
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duchess  there,  the Duchess of St. Burgny, au( 
old Lady I-Inrtlctop, who mns ,z dowager mnr 
chioness, an  old lady who pcstered the duke ver 
sorely, and RIadnmc ï l ias  Goesler received he‘ 
r c ~ v n ~ d ,  and ~ I I C I V  thnt  she mas recciring it, i l  
being nslced to  mect  these people. ’S.Tronld no 
n11 these nxmcs, inclucling her own, be blnzoncc 
to tllc  nrolld  in  the  columns of thc  nest dny’ 
LLillOtnill!~ Post?” There wns no nbsolute dnn 
ger I~crc, ns Lady Glcncora l;new, m ~ d  Lacl, 
GIcncoriI, w110 wns tolerant nud bcgrudgcd notl; 
ing  to  Rlndnmc R l n s  csccpt tho one thing, wn 
quitc willing to mcet  the lncly nt  such n gratu 
nflnir ns this. B l I t  the duke,  even sl~onld ]IC be 
C O ~ I C  c \ ~ r  so childish n child in  his  old age, stil 
would  havo t h t  plnin green  bonglmn  at  hi 
com~nnud, nnd  could go nnywhcrc in thnt  nt an- 
hour in tho day. And  then RIadnme Goesle‘ 
m n s  so mnnifestly n clcvcr womnn. A Duclles 
of Omnium  might be snid t o  fill-in the  cstjmn 
tion,  nt nny rnte, of English  ~~eoplc-thc  highes 
position  in  the world short of royalty. And t h  
rcadcr  will  rcrncmbcr  thnt Lncly Glcncoril in. 
tcndcd to bc n Ducl~css of Onmium  l~crsclf--nl~. 
lcss somc vcry uncspcctcd  went sllonld introclc 
itself. She intendcd also tllnt her Iittlc boy 
her filir-l13ircd, curly-pnted, bold-flxccl littlc boy 
shonlrl be Earl of Stlvcrbridgc  whcn thc snnd of 
thc old lnnn slloulcl  linva rnn itself out. IIcnvens, 
mllnf; n blom, shoulcl some  littlc  wizen-chccl~ei 
hnlf-monltcy bnby, mit11 blnck, brown, rind ycl. 
low slcin be brought formnrd nnd shown to Ilcl 
somc clny as tlle  heir! What  a blow to herself i 
nnd  what n blow to all E n  land ! ‘ I  We can’í 
prevcnt it if ]le cllooscs to f o  it,” snicl ]Ier Ilus- 
bnnd, w110 lmd  his budget to bring forward thnt 
vcry  night, and mho in truth cnred  rnorc  for his 
budget than he did for his hcirsllip nt  timt mo- 
ment.  c‘But we must prcvent  it,’’  snid Lady 
GlcIlcorn. “ If I stick to him by thc  tnil o€ his 
coat, 1’11 prevcnt it.” At  the  timc when sllc 
thus bl)Oke, t h  d d c  green Irroughnm hnd been 
twicc ngnln brought up nt the door in Pnrl; 
Lnnc.” 

And tllc  brougham wns stnniling thcrc n third 
timc. Tt wns n’hy now, thc lnttcr cnll of Mny, 
anil tllc park opposite ww bcnutiful  with  green 
things,  nnd  tho nir wns sort nnd balmy, 11s i t  mill 
be son~ctimcs cvcn in RInv, and tho flowcrs in 
tho  bn~cony  ~vcrc  full OP I~cEftmo,  nnd  the  chnrm 
of I;ondon--wllnt London cnn bc to  tllc rich- 
mas nt i t8  Ilcight. Tho dul;c ~ v n s  sitting  in Mn- 
dumo Gocslcr’s ~~r~\vill~-~OOTIll  nt mmo clistnncc 
from her, for sllc hall rctrcnted. Thc duke lincl 
n  Ilabit of tuking  hcr  l~nnd,  which  shc  ncvcr 
w0111d pcrmit for nbovc n few seconds. A t  such 
times  sllc wonld show no anger, but mould rc- 
trcnt. 

snid tho duko, “yon  will go nbrond 
wllcn tho summer is over.” As nu old  man he 
llnd tnkcn the privilcgc of calling  hcr Rlnric, ntld 
sho llnd not  forbidden  it. 

Yas, probnbly-to Vicnnn. I hnva propel ty 
in Viennn, you know,  which  must be looked nft- 
Cr.” 

“Do not  nlinil  Viennn  this  ycnr ? Come to 

‘‘ Whnt ; in summer, dukc?” 
“Tho  lakes  arc  charming  in August. I hnm 

II ri l ln on Como which is empty now, and I think 
T shall go t11cre. If you do not know the Itnlinn 
Inkcs, I shall bo 80 happy to shorn them to you.” 

11 

Itnly.” 

“ I know them well, my lord. When I was 
yomg I n.as ou the Maggiore almost done. 
Some day I will tell you a history of what I wns 
in  those deys.y1 

“No, my lord, I fenr not. I hare no viilla 

“ Will FOU not accept the lonu of m i n e ?   I t  

“ n’Iy own-to dcny  the  right of entrance to 

“ If it so pleases  OZI." 

POU slln11 te11 it’ me tIlcre.9’ 

tIlC1’C.” 

shall be all your onm while you llse it.” 

its owner ’?lr 

I t  would not  please me. It would so filr 
from plcnse mo thnt  I mill never put m~se l f  iu a 
position thnt  might make i t  possible for me  to 
require to  do so. No, duke ; it bohooves me  to 
live in houses of my own. Women of whom 
morc is known cnn afford to be your guests.” 

ilInrie, I mould h w e  no other  guest  than 
poll.” 
‘L I t  cnn not be so, dukc. I’ ‘‘ And why not ?’l 

Why not?  Atn I to be put to the blush by 
bcing made to answer such a question as tha t?  
Becnuse  thc world would say  thnt  thc Duke of 
Omnium had a new mistress, nnd thnt hfndnme 
GoesIer was tile woman. Da  yon think  that I 
would be any man’s mistress-eren yours? Or 
do yon bclleve thnt for thc  sake of thc softncss 
of a summer crening on an Italinu lake, Iwot~Id 
girc  muse to the tongues of the women Ilere to 
say that I was such n thing ? Pou mrould hare 
me lose all thnt I bnve gained by steady years 
Df sobcr work for thc snkc of a meek or two of 
3nIIinnce such ns tllnt ! No, duke; not for your 
ll1kCdOrn ! I ’  

How his grnce might havo got through his 
lifficulty had thcy bccn left donc, can  not  bc 
:old. For n t  this momont the door was opened, 
Ind Lady Glcncorn Palliscr was nnnounced. 

__c__ 

CHAPTER LVIII. 
nAIKd A V I S  IN T B R P I S .  

C o m  nnd sce tho country and judge for 
rourself‘,’’ said Pllincns. 

‘ L  I sllould like nothing  better,” said Mr. 
Slonk. 

‘‘ It l m  often seemed to ma thnt men in Par- 
inmcnt  know lcss nbout lrclnnd  thnu  they do 
)f the  interior of Africn,” snid  Phinens. 
‘‘ I t  is  seldom  that we knom nny thing nccu- 

antcly on nny subject thnt wc hare not mnde 
nntter of cnreful study,” snid Mr. Monk, ‘ c  and 
‘cry often do not do so cvcn  thcn. We are vcrJ 
Ipt to think  thnt we rncn mld womcn  nndcrstand 
mc nnothcr ; but most probnbly you knom noth- 
ug cwn of the rnoclcs of thought of the man 
vho lives ncst  door to you.” 
(‘ I suppose not.” 
4 ‘  There are gencrnl laws current in the world 

E to  morality. ‘ Thou shnlt  not steal,’ for in- 
tnncc. Thnt hns neccssmily been current as a 
m through all nations. But  the first man yon 
neet  in the  stmet will l~nvc idcss about theft SO 
Ilfferent from yours, thnt, if you knew them as 
‘ou know yonr own, you mould say thnt his Inm 
rnd yours mere not  even  founded on the same 
rinciplc. I t  is compntible with this man’s 
lonesty  to  chcnt sou in a matter of horseflesh, 



I& mind to b; a servant of the puMic in Pa?- 
liament, he must abandon all iden of independ- 
ent  action;  that unless he did SO he could he 
neither successful ns regnrdcd himself, or use- 

* ful to the public whom ho scrvccl. could n 
man be honest in Parliament, and yet hbandon 
all  iden of indepcndcncc?  When he put  such 
questions to Mr. Monk ho did not get  a  direct 
answer. And  indecd the qucstion wns ncvcr 
put clircctly. Bat  the  teaching which lm re- 
ceived was ever of a nnturc to malse him un- 
easy. I t  was always to this cí€cct : ( (  You ham 
taken up the  trade nor, and secm to bo fit for 
success in it. Pou had batter give np thinking 
about its special honesty." And  yet Mr. Monk 
mould on an occasion preach to him such R acr- 
mon ns that which he had just nttcred! 

L'But putting aside the fourth commandment 
and n11 the thaories, you will como to Irclnnd?" 
said Phincns. 

c c  I shall be delighted." 
1 c c  I don't live in n castle, you know." 

I tllonght every body did live in n cnstlc in 
Zrelnnd," said Mr. Monk. I C  T h y  sccmed ta 
do mhcn Z WS there twenty ycnra ago. But 
fa* myself', I prefer n cottage." 

This trip to Irelnnd had been proposed in 
consequence of certain idcns respecting tennnt- 
right which Mr. Monk was bcginning to adopt, 
and  as  to which the minds of politicians wvcrc 
becoming mored. It had bccn all very wc11 to 
put down Fcaianism, nnd Iiihnudmen, and Rc- 
penl-and every thing thnt hnd been put down in 
Ireland in tho way of rabellion for the last scvcn- 
ty-fiw years. Englnnd and Ireland hncl boen 
appnrently  joined together by laws of mturo so 
fixed, that even politicians liberal as was Mr. 
Monk-liberal as ma8 Mr. Turnbnll-coulcl not 
trust themsolvcs l o  tllink thnt disanian conld bo 
for the g o d  of tho  Irish. Tbeg lud taught 
themselves thnt  it certainly could not bo gootx 
for B a  English. But if i t  was incumbont on 
England to force upon Irclnnd tho muintennnco 
of the Union for her own sake, and far )&l- 
gland's mke-becnuse England could not afford 
indapendence estabIished so close ngainst hor 
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so rcpniil had not been mnch;  but the repay- 
n m t  of nny snch money nt lCillaloe had been 
regiwilccl as little  short of mirncmlons. The 
news of Mr. Monk’s conling flew about  the  town, 
nbont the county, about the diocese, and nll t 
peopla begtul. to say all good things  about the i 

l 
l 

old doctor’s only son. -Mrs. r i i n  had long 
sincc becn qlute sul t  thnt a r e d  black  stvan lind 
bccn sent forth Out OF her ncst. And the sis- 
ters Finn, for some  time past, Ilad felt  that  in 
d l  social gntherings t l ~ y  stood quite  on a diEer- 
ont  footing  than formerly becnuse of their broth- 
er. They were asked about in  the county, and 
two of them l1ad bccn staying only last Enster 
with the Moronys-the real Moronys of Pol- 
dooclic! I-Iow should  n fnl;hcr nnd n mother 
m c l  sisters not to be grateful to  such n son, to 
such n brother, to such n veritable black s\van 
out of the nest ! And as for clcm little & h y  
Blood Jones, Ber cyes became snffnsod with 
tcnrs ns in Ilcr solitndo  shc  thought how mucl1 
out of her ranch  this swnn \vas flying. Ancl yet 
sho took joy in his swnnhood, nnd swore thnt 
silo wonlcl Iovc him  still;  tbat sha would lore 
him nlwnys. Might  hc  bring home with him to 
Rillnloc, Ms. Monk, tho Cabinct  Minister I Of 
coursc lm might.  Whcn Mrs. Finn first hcnril. 
of this nugnst arrival, s110 felt ns though she 
would likc  to expcnil herself in ontcrtnining, 
thongll bnt far nn hour, tho whole  Cabinet. 

Phinens, during  thc  spring, had, of course, 
mot &!fr. Xcnncdy  frcquently in and nbout t h  
I-Ionso, and had become awnre thnt Lncly Lnnrn’s 
hqband, from time to time, mndo little ovcr- 
tures of civility to him-  tnking him now and 
ngnin by thc button-holc, walking home with him 
ns fnr ns thcir  joint  paths nllowcd, and nsking 
him ancc or twice to comc and  dine  in Grosvc- 
nor Place. T ~ C E C  Iittlc ntlvnnccs toward n rep- 
?tition of thc olcl friendship Phincns would have 
avoidcd nltogcthcr, hail it been possiblc. Tllc 
invitation  to Mr. IECcnncdy’s houso 110 did refuse, 
recling llilnsclr positivcly bound to c10 so by Lady 
IJnnrn’s con~rnnnd, Iet tho  con6eq~1cnce~ bo mimt 
they might. When he clid rcftlse, Mr. Konndy 
wo~tld assume a look of ilisplonsuro and I~XTO 
him, nnd Z’llineas would hopo that the WOYIC mas 
donc. Then there would comc another encoun- 
ter, nnd tho invitation would be repented. At 
hst,  about tllamidtlle of May, thcre cnmc moth-  
ßr note. ( (  Dear Finn, will yon dino  with US on 
WccIncsdny tho 28thP I give yon a long notice, 
becnugo yon seem to lmvo 60 many n pointmcnts. 
Yours nlwnys, Robert Rcnncdy.” &c l1nd 110 nl- 
tcrnntivc. IIc must refuse, cven  though iloublo 
t;hc natice Ilad becn given. €Ia could  only  tllink 
Lhnf Mr. I<ennccly mas n  very obtusa mnn, and that 
11c would not talm nhint, ancl hopc  thnt he might 
;ucceccl nt Inst. So 110 wrote nn nnswer, not in- 
:ended to bo conciliatory. My dcnr ZTcnnocT!., 
C sorry to sny thnt I am angaged on thc 28th. 
Yours nltvnys, I’hinens Finn.” At  this perioil 
~ I C  ilid his bcst to Beep out of Mr. Kannedy’s way, 
lnd would bc vory cunning in  his mnnceuvres 
;hnt t h y  should not bc donc together. I t  was 
ljficult, ns they snt on tho same. bench in t h  
[Jause, and conscqncntl mw each obher d n m t  
3vcry clny of their lives. &cvertbdess, he thoug11t 
:hat  with  n  litth  cunning  he  might  prevail, CS- 
3ccinlIy n~ ho  was not  unwilling to give SO much 
if offense &B might Rssist his own object. But 
ivhcn Mr.  Kcnnedy called upon him at his offlco 
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c t  Then I must ask Lady La~tra." 
" Yon can say what YOU likc to your own wife 

of  course. I can  not  hinder ~0~1.7) 
Upon thnt Mr. ICcnnecly formally shook hnn(1s 

with him, in token that thcrc was no positive 
breach between  them-ns two  nations may still 
maintain their alliance, though they lmvc mado 
up their minds to hate em11 other, and  thwart 
each other at cvery turn - and took his Ienvc. 
Phincas, as be sntnt his window, loolting oat into 
the park, and  thinking of what had pnssed, could 
not but reflect that,  disagreeable ns Mr. ICcnnc- 
dy had been to him, ha wouk2 probably mnke 
himself much more disagrcenble to his wife. 
And, for himself, he thought  that h e  llncl got ont 
of the scrape very well by tho exhibition of a 
littlo mock anger. 

CI-IAI'TER LIK. 

Tm reader may rcmembcr that n rumor hnd 
bean convegecl to  Phinens-a rumor indeed 
which reachcd him %rom a source' whicll ho rc- 
glxrded as very untmstmortlly - tlrat Violot Ef- 
fingharn had cpnl*relccl with her lavcr. 1x0 
~voulcl probably havc paid no nttcntion to tho 
rurpor, beyoncl that which necessal*ily nttacl~cd 
itsclf to  any  tidings as to matter so fu11 of in- 
terest to him, I1ad it not becn repontcd to him 
ín nnotIler quarter. ,,A. bird hns told MC that 
your Violct Effinghnm llns broken with hcr 1ovo1*," 
Madnme Gocslcr Enid to him onc clay. ' I  Whnt 
bird?" he asked. Ah, tllnt I can  nut  tcll yon. 
But this I will confess Co you, timt thcsc birds 
which tcll us news arc scldom vcry credible- 
and arc often not vcry crcditablc. Yon musi, tnko 
n bird's nord for what it may bo .cvorth. I t  is 
mid that  they haue qunrrcled. I: daw say, if 
the tn'ith wem known, t h y  aro billing and coo- 
ing in each other's alms nt tbis momant." 

Phinons clid not liko to bc told of their billing 
and cooing-did not liko to bo told cven of lllcir 
quamling.  Though  they wcrc to  qnnrrel, il; 
,vould do hirn no good. 110 .cvonlcl rnt,l~cr tllnt 
lobody should mantion  their nnmcs to him-so 
;hat his back, ~ l 1 i d 1  hnd bccn so ntlcrly brolcc11, 
night in p~occss of timo got ilself cnrccl, Dr0111 
,vh t  ho lrncw of Violet he thouglxt ít; very im- 
wobnblo thnt, areri 'wcrc dlc to qnnrrol with 0110 

u m s  of anothcr. Ant1 110 clic1 foal, too, tlmt 
bhcl-e would bo solno mcnnness in tnking; hcl; 
varo she willing: .lo bo so tnkcn. D3nt, ncvcr 
rlmlcss, thcsa rumo1*s, coming to him in  this w ?  
'rom difforcnt sowccs, nlmost mnrlo it incumbont 
111 hirn ta fincl out tho trntl~. I3e l q n n  to think 
hat his brolsen back tvns nol ctrrccl ; that pcr- 
mps, nftcr all, it; was nol; in  tho way of bcing 
:urod. And W S  it; not possible that tllcro might 
IC cxplnnntions? Thcn 't& wcnt to  work nnd 
milt cnstlcs in tho ail*, 80 constructcd ns to nilmlt 
)f tho possibility OC Violet Eíl.lnghnm Lccon~ing 
lis nife. 

This Ilad baan in April, and nt that timo all 
,hat he knom of Violet was, thnt she was not yct 
n London. And he thought thnt ho knew tho  
~nlhe as to Lord ChiItorn. Tho an19l lm1 told 
lim hnt   Cbi l ta~n was not in town, nor axpcctcd 
n town ns yct ; and in saying so had socmod to 

ovcr, shc lvould nt oncc throw llCPSClf into tho 

i, 



express some displeasure against his son. Phin- 
m s  had met Zncly Bsldoclc at  some house wllich 
he frequented, and hnd bean quite surprised tc 
find himself graciously received by the old wom- 
an. She hnd said not a word of Violet, but had 
spolten of Lord Chiltcrn-mentioning his name 
in  bitter  wrath.  ‘:Eut he is n friend of mine,” 
said  Phinens, smiling. “ A friend indeed ! Mr. 
Finn. I know what sort of n friend. I don‘t; 
believe that yon are his friend. I am afraid he 
is not worthy of having any friend.” I’hincas 
did not  quite  undcrstand from this that Lndy 
Baldock was signifying to him  that, bndly ns she 
llad  thought of him ns n suitor for her niccc, she 
wonlcl have preferred him-espceinlly nom when 
people mere beginning to  speak tvel1 of him-to 
tllnt tcrrible young man, who, from his youth up- 
marcl, had been to her n causc of fear  and trem- 
bling. Of course it was desirnblc thnt  Violct 
sllot~ld  marry  an elder son, and n peer’s heir. 
All thnt kind of thing, in Laclx Baldoclr’s cycs, 
was most desirable. BLI~,  nevcrthclcss, any thing 
mas bcttcr  tllnn Lorcl Chiltcrn.  If Violet nroald 

n bnrgnin wi th  her niece-nlmost nny bargain 
so long ns Lord Chiltern was excluded. Pl l in  
ens dit1 not quite understand all this;  but  whe~ 
Lady Baldock asked him to coule t o  BarkeIe: 
Sqtinre, he perceived that  help was bcing prof 
fercd  to him firhore’he !cert&uly Imd not lookec 
for help. ‘ L  Quo Dimiurn Seri8 frncn pandctu: 
nb urbe,” Ire said to himself as ho wallcad away 
€10 wad frequently wSth Lord Brentfor’cl, w h c  

talked to him constantly oti matters $connecte( 
with his  parliamcntnry life. After  having beer 
thc intimntc fricnd of the  itaughtcr  and of t h  
son, i t  now scorned to be his lot to be the  inti. 
mntc fricncl of tho father. The end  had  con. 
stantly discussed with him  his  nrmngemcnt~ 
with his son, and Elad lately oxprcsscd llimsclf 
ns only half satisfied with such reconciliation a! 
hnd tnkoa place. And Phincas could perccivc 
thnt from day to day the earl was lass and lest 
satisfied. 33% would complain bitterly of h i t  
son -complain of his silence, complain of hir 
not cornil~g to London, complain of his conduct 
to Violet, complain of his idle indifference t a  
any thing like propcr occupation ; but he hnd 
nevcr as yet said a word to show that tllore llad 
been any quarrel bctwcen Violet  and her lover, 
mld Phineas  had felt that  he could not  ask the 
clnestion. Mr. Binn,” sai4 the c a d  to him 
one morning, ns soon as he cntcrcd tho room, 
I Ilavo just  heard n story which Ilas almost 

seemed to me to ba incredible,” The noble- 
man‘s manncr ~vns vcry stern, nncl t h  í‘act that 
Ilc cnllcd his young friend Mr. Finn,” showed 
nt oncc that something was tvrong. 

What is it you hwe healtl,  my lord P” said 
Phinem. 

That you ancl Chiltcrn went over-Inst year 
to-Bclgium, and fought--a duc1 tllcre !” 

Now i t  must havo boen the CRSC thnt, in the 
set tanlong which they all lived, Lord Brentford 
and his Bon and dnughtcr and Pllinons Finn, t h  
old lorcl was the only man who Ilad not  heard of 
thc clt~cl before this. ]Tt had even penetrated to 

the dull ears of Mr. Kennedy, reminding him as 
it did so, that his wife hacl-told him n Iie! 
But it mas the fact that no rumor o f  the duel 
had reached the earl  till this morning. 

“I have nevcr been so much shocked in my 
life-nevcr. I find no idca that YOU had ally 
thought of &spiring to  the hand of Miss Efling- 
llagl.” The lord’s voice ns he said this was very 
stern. 

‘‘As 1 aspired in vain, and as Chiltern has 
bccn successful, that need not now be made a 
re])l*OaCh against mc.)’ 

‘‘ I do not know what to  think of it, Mr. Finn. 
T am so much surprised that I hardly know 
what to say. 1 must declare my opinion at 
oucc, tlmt you hnvc bellaved-very  bndly.” 

I do not know how much yon know, my 
lord, and how much you do not know; and the 
circumstances o f  the  little affair do  not permit 
me to be explicit about them ; but, as yon Ilare 
expresscd your opinion so opcnly you must d- 
low mc to c3press mine, and to say that, as far 
ns T cnn jndgc of my  own actions, I did not be- 
Ilavo bndly at all.” 

I t  is true,” said  Phincas. 

I 

le 
i n  

bi 

1 

;o my house as my guest, ind  stood uien ‘ m i  
nterest for my borough, when y,ou nt the  time 
vere daiug. your very best to interposo yourself 
letwen Ghiltern and  the  hcly,>vhom you so 
val1 lrncw I wisl~ed to become his wife.” Phin- 
as vas L L W ~ W  that t118 earl must ham been 
‘e1.y much movçd indacd whcn he thus pel*&- 
ad ltimsclf t o  qmak of ,’,‘]lis” borough., He 
nid notlling now, howcvcr, tllougll the car1 
~ausccl; and then thc angry lord went 011. “1 
nust say thnt tllerc w‘ns somcthi~~~-somcthing 
( h o s t  approaching to duplicity in  such con- 
.LICt,)’ 

If 1 wcre io  defend myselP by evidence, Lord 
irmtford, I should havo to go Back to e p x t  
ntcs-nnnd datas not of faces  which I could 
erify, but datos ns to my feelings tvhioh  conld 
at  be verified--Rnd that woulcl be nseless. I 
m only s-ay that I bclicvo I know what the hon- 
r and truth of n gentleman dcmnnd-even to 
le verga of self-sacrifico, and that I hnw done 
otlling that ought to place my cllamcter as a 
cntleman in jeopardy. ’ If yon will  ask your 
m, I think h o  will tcll you the same.” 
“1 llaw nsked bim. I t  was he .vrho told mß 

F tho duel.“ 
4 ‘  When did he tcll yon, my lorcl T ”  

Just now; this morning.” Thus Phineas 
nrned thaf; Lord Chiltarn was nt this mornant 
L tlla houso-or at lenst i n  London. 

‘6 And did he complain of my, coaclucb ‘2” 
‘(1 complain of it, sir. I complain of it very 

tterly. I placed the greatest confidenco in 
you, especially in regard t o  my son’s affairs, and 
yon deccivcd me,” 2‘110 cm1 was very angry, 
ancl was morc angry from the  fact  that  this 
young man .cv110 had offended him, to whom he 
had given such vital assistance when assistance 
was needed, Ilad used that assi8Eancc to its ut- 
most beforo his sia mns found out., Hall Phia- 
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once  put  him upon Bonebreakcr ; and nom- 
now  that  Violet  Effingham mas again free- 
how W A S  i t  possible but that  there should be I 
rc11ewal of enmity  between  them ? He mould 
ho\vever, endeavor to see Lord  Chiltcrn  nt  once 

And  then he thought of Violet - of Viole 
again free, of Violet as again a possible wife fo! 
himself, of Violet  to whom he  might addres: 
himself at m y  rate  without any scruple as to bír 
own unworthiness.  Every  body  concerned,  anc 
many who wer0 not  concerned at all, wer( 
nwwe  that  he  had been among her lovers, an i  
he thought  that  he  COLII~ perceive that thosc 
who interested themselves on the subject,  hac 
regarded  him ns the only horse in  tllc  race lilre- 
ly to rnn with success against Lord Chiltern. 
She hersclf h ~ d  received his offers  without scorn, 
and  had  almys  treated  him ns though he werc 
a farored  friend, though not  favored  as a lover. 
And now wen Lady Balclock was smiling upon 
him, and  asking him to  her house ns though t h e  
red-faced porter in the  hall  in Berkeley Square 
hncl never been  ordered  to refuse him a mo- 
ment's ndnlission inside the doors. He had been 
very humble  in  speaking of his own hopes to 
the earl, bat  surcly  therc  might be a chance. 
’IV11nt if  after all the  little  strain  which ho hacl 
hncl in his back mas to bo cured nftcr such n 
iid1ion as this!  When he got t o  his  lodgings, 
he found a card from Lady Bnldock,  informing 
him that  Lady Baldock would be nt  home on a 
ccrtnin  night, and that there would be music. 
I-Ic could  not go to  Lady Baldock’s on  the  night 
named, as it would be necessary that he should 
be in &he Rousc; nor did he much  care  to go 
there, BB Violet E5ngham was not in town. 
Bub ho would call  nnd  exphin, and endeavor to 
curry favor in  that m y .  
I€o at  once  wrote a note to Zord Chiltern, 

wl~ich he addressed to Portman Square. &‘As 
you arc in town,  can we not meet i’ Come and 
dincwiLhme a t   t h -  Club on Saturday.” That 
wns the  note. After n few days he rcccivcd  tho 
following answer, datetl from tho Bull  nt Vil- 
lingford. Why on earth should Lord Chiltern 
bc staying at the Bull  at  Willingford  in May ? 

( 4  The old Shopeat W- Friday. 
DEAR PIIINEAS,-~ can’t dina  with you, be- 

C ~ U S O  I nm down here looking after the cripplcs, 
anil  writing a sporting novol. They tell me I 
ought, to do somcthing, so I am going to do  that. 
I l ~ o p o  you don’t  think X tnrned  informer  agninst 
you in tolling the earl of our plensant  little meet- 
ing on tllc  sands, I t  had become  necessary, and 
you aro too much of L man to  care  much  for  any 
trnth h i n g  told. He \vas terribly nngry both 
with me and with you ; but  the  fact is, he is SO 
Mìndly unrcasonnlile that onß can  not  regard his 
angor. I ondenvorod to tell  the  story truly, and, 
so told, i t  certainly  should not  have  injured you 
in  his estimation. But  i t  did. Very sorry, old 
fellow, and I hoae vou’ll fiet over it. It is n good 
daal m o m  imp&tait to m e  than t o  you. - 

YOUP$, C.” 

There was not n mord about  Violet.  Bot thon 
it mas hardly to be expoctcd that there should 
be mords about Violet. It was not  likely that a 
mnn  should  write to his rival of his own failnrc. 
Bnt yet  thsra was R flnvor ofViolet in  the letter 
which would not bave been there, so Phineas 

thought, if the wl-iter h ~ d  bcen despondcnt,  The 
pleasant littlo meeting on the sands  had been 
COnvened ahogethcr in  respect of Violet. And 
the  telling of the storv to  the earl  must llave 
arisen from discussiaks about  Violet. Lord 
Chiltorn must have told his father that Phineas 
Was his rival. Could the rejected suitor have 
writtcn  on  such  n subject in such a strain to such 
a correspondent if  he  had believed his own rejec- 
tion to be certuin ? But then Lord ClliItern \vas 
not like  any body else in  the world, and it was 
impossible to judge of him by one’s experience 
of the motives of others. 

Shortly afterward. Fhincas  did ca11 in BerkeleV 
Square, and was shown up nt once into Ladi 
Baldoclr’s drawinproom. The mhoIe aspect of 
the porter’s countenance was changed toward 
him, ancl from this, too, he  gathered good augu- 
ries. This had snrprised  him ; but his surprise 
was far greater, when, on entering the room, he 
found  Violet  Effingham  there alone. A little 
fresh color came to her  face as she greeted him, 
though it  can not be said  that she blushed. She 
behaved herself admirably, not endeavoring to 
conceal some little emotion at  tllus  meeting him, 
but  bctmying  none  thnt was injurious  to her com- 
posure. ‘( I nm so glad to see you, M Y .  Finn,” 
she said, ‘rMy,punt hns  just  left me, and will 
be back directly. 

He ~ v n s  by no  means her equal in his mm- 
ngement ofl~imself on the occnsion;  but per- 
haps it may be ncknowledgcd that his position 
was the  more difficult of the two. He had not 
jeen her  since 11cr engngcrnent  had been pro- 
h i m e d  to  the world, and nom ha 11nd heard 
h m  a source which wag notto be doubted, that 
.f had been broken off. Of course therc was 
lothing t o  be said on that matter. n e  could 
zot have congratulated ber in the one case, nor 
:ould he either  congratdate  her or condole with 
, m  on tbc other. And yet he did not knowhow 
to spenk to her as t,hough no such erents had oc- 
urrcd. I did not knowthntyon~vereitl town,’ 
he snid. 

I only came yesterday. I haw been, yon 
know, a t  Rome with the Effinghams ; and since 
thnt X have been-; but, indeed, I have been 
such n vagrant  that I can  not tell you of all my 
comings and goings. And you-you nre hard 
nt vork!’’ 

Oh yes-nlwnys. 
That is light. 1 wish I could be sometl~ing, 

if i t  were only a stick in waiting, or n  door-keep w. It is so good to be something.” Was it 
 SOM^ such teaching as this  that had jarred against 
Lord Cidtcm’s susceptibilities, and Ilad seemed 
to him to be a repetition of his father’s  sermons ? 

‘r A man should try to be something,’’ said 
Phineas. 

“And nmomnn must be content to be nothing 
--unless Mr. Mill can pull 11s tl~rough! And, 
low, tell mc-have you seen Lady Laurn?” 

Not Intclv.” 

risit to the Colonial  Officc of mhiah the  reader 
las been made aware had not st thnt time  as  yet 
) c m  mnde. 

i ‘1 am sorry for all that,” she said. “Tm 
vhich  Phineas smiled and shook his head. I: 
Lm rery sorry  that  there should be a quarrel bet- 
veen you two,” 
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used to think that  you  and  she might do SI 
much  for each other-that is, of course, if  gol 
could make a friend of him.” 

‘CHe is a man of whom it is very hard  to maktkc 
s, f&nd,” said Phineas,  feeling  that he was dis, 
honest to Mr. Kennedy in saying so, but  think 
ing  that such dishonesty was justified ,by wha. 
he owed to  Lady  Laura. 

he is hard, and  what I cd1 ungenial 
We won’t say  -any  thing  about him-will  we i 
Have you seen much of the  earl ?” This shr 
asked as though such a question had no refer. 
ence whatever to Lord  Chiltern. 

c g  Oh dear-das, alas !’I 
‘ 4  You have not quarreled mith him too 7’’ 

He has qnmreled with me. He has heard! 
Miss Effingham, of what happened last year, anc 
he thinks that I was wrong.” 

Of course you were wrong, ï$fr. Finn.” 
Very likely. T o  him X chose to defend my  

self, but 3 certainly shall not do so to you. A 
any rate, yon did not think it necessary to  quar 
rel with me.” 

‘L I ought to hape done so. Imonder mhgrng 
aunt does not corne.” Then she rang  the bell. 

cchTo~ I have told yon all about  saii 
he  ; yon should tell  me  something of yourself.’ 

c c  About me? I am  like  the knife-grinder 
who had no story to tell-none a t  least to be told 
We have all, no doubt, got our  little stories, i n  
teresting enough to ourselves.” 

your story, ~ I k s  Effingham,” he said 
I L  is of such intense interest to me.?) At  that mo 
ment, luckily, Lady  Baldock  came i n t o  the room: 
and Phineas was savedfrom  the necessity of mak 
ing. a declaration a t  a  moment which would han  
been most inoppol-tnne, c 

Lady Baldock was exceedingIy gacions tc 
him, bidding Violet  ase her inflnence to perr 

* made him  to corne  to the gatheling. ‘LPer- 
snade  him  to desert his work to come and heal 
some fiddlers!" said Miss Effingham. “Indee¿ 
I shall  not, aunt. Who c m  tell  but  what the 
colonies might suffer from i t  through centuries, 
and that such a Iapse of duty might  drive a prov. 
ince  or two into  the  arms of our  mortnlenemics?” 

“Herr Moll is coming,” said Lady Baldock, 
“and so is Signor Scrubi, nndPjinskt, mho, they 
say, is the greatest mau  living on the flageolet. 
Have you ever heard Pjinskt, Nr. Finn ?’ Phin. 
eas never had heard fjinskt. ‘L And as  for Herr 
Moll, there is nothing equa1 to him, this year, at 
least.” Lady Baldock had taken up music this 
sewon, but all her enthusiasm mas unable to  
shake  the conscientious zeal of the young Under- 
secretary af State. At such a gathering  he 
monld have beenunable to say a word in  private 
to Violet Effingham. 

C W T E R  LX. 
MXDAXE GOESLXR’B P O L ~ I U S .  

TT ma? be remembered that when Lady Clen- 
cora, Palliser mas shorn into Madame Goesler’s 
room, Madame GoesIer had just explained some- 
what forcibly to the Duke of Omnium Eer rea- 
SORS for refusing the lom of his grace’s villa at 
Como. She  had told the dnke ín so many mords 
that she did not mean to give  the world an oppor- 

tunity of maligning her, and i t  would then have 
been left to the duke to decide whether any other 
arrangements might have been made  for taking 
Madame Goeder to Como, had  he  not  been  in- 
terrupted. That  he was very anxious to take 
her fvas certain. The green brougham had al- 
ready been often enough at  the door in  Park 
Lane to make his grace  feel  that  Madame Goes- 
ler’s company was very desirable-was, perhaps, 
Df all things left for his enjoyment, the one thing 
the most  desirnble. Lady Glencora had  spoken 
to her  husband of children  crying for the top 
brick of the chimney. Now it  had come to this, 
that in the eyes of the Duke of Omnium Marie 
Max GoesIer was the top blick of the chimney. 
She had more mit for him  than  other wornen- 
more of that  sort of wit which he was capable of 
enjoying. She h-ad a beauty which he had  learn- 
ed to  think more alluring  than  other  beauty. 
He was  sick of fair faces, and  fat arms, and free 
necks. Madame Goesler’s  eyes sparkled BS other 
eyes did  not sparkle, and  there was something 
of the vagueness of mystery in  the very blackness 
and gloss and abundance of her hair--as though 
her beauty was the beauty of some world which 
he  had  not  yet known. And  there was n quick- 
ness and yet a grace of motion about her  which 
was quite nev  to him. The ladies upon vhom 
the duke had of late most often smiled had been 
somewhat slow-perhaps aImost heavy-though, 
no doubt, graceful mithal. I n  his cady youth 
he remembered to have seen, somewhere in 
Greece, such an houri as mas this 12ladame Goes- 
ler. The houri  in  that case had run off with the 
captain of a Russian vessel engaged in  the ta l low 
trade ; but  not  the less was there Icft; on his 
grace’s mina some. .ik.enrn~-m&f;ne~y=wíkhzrrns 
which I~nd  impressed him very btrongly when ho 
mas. simply a young Mr. PalIiser,’ aria liad find 
at his commGnd no so convenient n modo of sud- 
den departure -as the-  Russian captain’s tallow 
ship. Pressed  hard by snch  circumstances as 
these, there is no knowing how the  duka might 
have got  out of his difficulties hnd  not Lady 
Glencora appeared npon  the scene. 

Since  the present little  Lord  Silverbridge Ilad 
been born, the  duke  had been rery  constant in 
his worship of Lady Glencora, and -as, from roar 
:o year, a lit&  brother mas added, thus  making 
:he family very strong  and stable, his  acts of 
xorship had incrcnscd;  but  withhis worship there 
lad come of late something almost of drcnd- 
:ornethhg almost of obedience, which  had made 
hose mho wer0 immediately  about  tho duke de- 
:lare  that his grace was n good deal  changed. 
Por, hitherto, whatever may  have been the duke’s 
veaknesses, he  certainly  had known no master. 
Xis heir, Plantagenet  Palliser,  had Been nlmays 
lubject to him. His other  relations had been 
:ept at  such  a  distance  as  hardly to be morc than 
recognized; and  though his grace no  doubt had 
lad his intimacies, they who had heen intimate 
vith him had  either  never tried to  obtain ascend- 
my, or  had failed. Lady Glencorn, whether 
vith or without  a  struggle, had succeeded, anil 
)eople ahout  the  duke  said  that  the duke was 
nuch changed. Mr. Pothergill-who WRS his 
:race’s man of business, and who was not  a fa- 
worite with Lady Glencora-said that h o  wns 
very much  changed indeed, Finding his p a c o  
o much changed, Mr. Fothergill had made a 
ittle  attempt at  dictation himself, but had  recedcd 
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with fingers very much scorched in the nttempt 
I t  was iudecd possible that  the dulce  was becom. 
ing in thc slightest dcgree wcary of Lady Glen 
corn’s thraldom,  and  thnt he thongl~t thnt Ma. 
dame Max Goeslcr might be more  tender wit1 
him. illadame Max Goeder, howcver, intendec 
to be tencler only on one condition. 

Wllcn Lady Glcncora entered  the room, 31%. 
dnme Gocsler received her beautifully. L C  r-Ion 
lucky that you should have come just  when BiE 
grnce is here,” she said. 

I saw my uncle’s carriage, and of course 1 
lincm it,” snid Lady Glencorn. 

Then the favor is  to  him,”  said Madame 
Goeslcr, smiling. 
“ No, indeed ; I was coming. If my word is 

to bo donbrcd in thnt point, I must  insist on hnv- 
jng tho Ecrvnnt up  ; I must, certainly. I told 
him to clrivc to this door, ns far  back ns &osve- 
nor Skrcct. Did I not, Planty?”  Planty WRS 
the  littlo Lord Silvcrbridge, as was to be, if noth- 
ing nnfortunnte intelvencd, JVBO was now sitting 
on his  pncluuclc’s Imcc. 
“ You saicl to tho little housc in Park Lnne,” 

snid tho boy. 
t L Yes-becanso I forgot tho nnmbcr.” 
‘‘ .Aid it  is  the smallest house in  Park Lnne, 

80 the cvidcnce is completc,” mid  Madame Goes- 
lcr. Lady Glcncorn had not  cared  much for 
cvidcnco to convince Madama Goeslcr, but  she 
l1nd not misllcd hor uncla to think  that  he was 
wntcllcd  am1 hunted down. I t  might bo neces- 
snry tlmt h0 should know thnt  ho wns watched, 
but things bnd not come to that ns yet. 

l ‘  IIow is Plantngenet ?” asked tho duke. 
‘t  Ansmm for papn,” said Lady Glencora to 

hor child. 
“Papa is very wcll, buh he almost never comes 

homc.” 
‘‘ X-To is working for his country,”  snid  the 

dukc. ‘LYour papn is n bmy, IISCFIL~ man, i n d  
can’t nfI’ord timo to play with n l i t tb boy RS I 
cnn. I ’  ‘‘ I l n t  papa is not n duke.” 

IIc will bc somc dny, and  thnt probnbly bc- 
€oro long, m y  boy. 1% will bo R duke  qaitc as 
soon ns 110 wants to bo n duke. E o  likes the 
II‘ouso of Commons bcttcr  than tho strnmbcrry 
lcavcs, I fmcy. Thero is not a mau i n  England 
less in n hnrry than he is.’’ 

No, indcccl,” said Lncly Glencorn. 
‘‘ IIow nico thnt is,’’ snid Mndnmo GoesIer. ‘‘ Anil I ain’t in n hnrry cithcr-am T rnam- 

mn?” said tho littlo futurc Lord Silvcrbridgo. 
“YUIL are n wickcd little  monkey,” snicl his 

grantllulcle, kissinghim. At  this  momcnt  Lady 
Gloncorn was, no donbt, thinking llow neccssnry 
itwns thnt sllc should bo earaful to see that  things 
did turn out in t h o  manner proposed-so thnt 
pcopla who hac1 waited should not be disnppoint- 
cd ; nnd tbc duke T Y ~ S  pcrhaps thinking  that  he 
nus not ahsolately bound to his ncphew by any 
law of God or man; and Madame Max Goes- 
Ier-I nondcr whether hcr thoughts werß injuri- 
ous to the prospects of that handsome bold-faced 
little boy. 

Lndy Glancora roso  to  take her l e ~ v ~  first. 
It wns not for l m  to show any anxiety  to force 
the duko ont of tho lady’s presence. I f  the dulce 
wcro rcsolvcd to mako n fool of himself, nothing 
that Rho could do would prevent it. Bnt she 
thought that this little inspection might possibly 

be of scrvice, and thnt her uncle’s ardor lvould 
be cooled by the interruption to which he had 
been subjected. So she ~ e l l t ,  and immedintely 
afterward the duke followed her. The interrup- 
tion had, at  any rate, saved him on  that occa- 
sion from making the highest; bic1 for the plens- 
ure of Madame Goder’s company at Como. 
The clukc ment down with the  little boy in his 
hand, so that  there was not an opportunity for a, 
single word of interest between the  gentleman 
and the lady. 

Madame Goeder, when she was alone, seated 
herself on her sofa, tucking her feet up under her 
as  though she were seated somewhere in the Enst, 
pushed her ringlets back roughly from her face, 
nnd then placed ,her two hands to her sicles so 
thnt  her thumbs rested tightly on her girdle. 
When done with something weighty on her mind 
she would sit in this form for the hour together, 
rcsolving, or trying to resolve, what should be her 
conduct. She did fern things without much 
thinking,  and though she walked very boldly, she 
walked warily. She often told herself thnt such 
s~xccess as she had achicvecl C O L I I ~  not llave been 
achieved withont much caution. And yet  she 
wnsevcr discontented with herself, telling herself 
that n11 that she hacl done mas nothing, or worse 
thnn nothing. What \-vas it all, t o  have n dukc 
and  to have lords dining with her, to dine with 
lords or with n duke itself, if life were du11 with 
her, and the 1~0u1.s hung heavy ! Life with her 
mas dull, and the hours did hang henry. And 
what if she  caught  this old man, and became 
herself a duchess-caught him by means of his 
weakness, to the inexpressible dismay of all thoso 
who were bound to him by ties of blood, W O L M  
tlmt make her life happiel; or hcr hours less te- 
dions ? That prospect of n life on the Italian 
lrtkes with an old man tied to her side was not 
BO chnrming in  her eyes, 8 s  it was in those of the 
duke. Were she to Succeed, nnd to be blazoned 
forth to the world RS DLIC~CSS of Omnium, what 
would she hnve gaincd? 

She 11crfcctly undarstoocl the  motire OF Lady 
Glcncorn’s visit, and thought that alle would at 
nny  rata  gain something in the very triumph of 
bnfBing the manauvros of so clever n woman. 
Lct  Lady Glencorn throw her a g i s  before the 
duke, and it  would be something to c a r y  off his 
grncc from beneath the protection of soithick a 
shicld. The very flavor of the contest wns plcns- 
ing to Madame Gocslcr. But, the victory gdn- 
cd, what then would remnin to her ? Money 
she had already ; position, too, shc hnd of her 
3wn. Sllc was free as air, and shodcl it  snit her 
nt nny time to go off to somc lake of Como in 
society thnt would personnlly be more agreeable 
to her than  that of the Dukc of Omnium, them 
W R S  nothing to hinder l m  for a moment. And 
then came R smilc over hcr ftwe-but tho saddest 
smile-as she  thought of one with whom it 
might  bs pleasant to look at the color o f  Itnlian 
sltics nnd facl the  softness OP Italian breezes. 
In  feigning to like to do this with an old man, 
in acting the raptures of love on behalf of n morn- 
out duke, mho nt tho best would scarce belicve 
in her  acting,  therc would not be much delight 
for her. She l1ad never yet known what it was 
to have any thing of the pleasure of lom. Sllc 
hac1 grown, ns shc often told horself, to be a hard, 
cnutioos, scIAs11, successful woman, without any 
interforence or assistance from such plcasure. 
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Might tllere not be yet  time  left for her t 0  try il 
p7it11out  selfisIlness-with an absolute devotior 
of  self-if only slle could find thc right cornpan. 
ion There was one nrho might besuch fL COM. 
panion, but the  Duke of Omnium certainly  couk 
not be such n one. 

But  to be Duchess of Omnium ! After all: 
success in this world is every thing-is nt nnJ 
rate the only thing t11c plcnsure of which wil. 
endure. There mas the name of many a womm 
written  in a black list  within Madnme Goesler’z 
breast-written there  because of scorn, becniwc 
of rejected overtures, because of deep socinl in- 
jury;  and Mndnme Goesler told herself often thal 
it would be a pleasure to her to use the list, ancl 
to be revenged on those who l ~ n d  ill-nsed nni  
scornfuIIy trcnted hcr. S l ~ c  did  not  rcadily for. 
give those who bac1 injured  her. AS Duches: 
of Omnium she thought that probably she mighl 
use that list with efficncy. Lady  Glencorn lind 
treated 11cr well, nncl she had no such fccling 
ngainst Lndy Glencorn. As Duchess of Omniuln 
she would accept Lady Glcncora ns bcr dcarosl 
friend, if Lady Glencorn wonld nclmit it. Bul 
if i t  sl~ould be necessary that thcrc should bo D 
little duel betmecl1 them, as to  ~vbich of them 
sllould tnkc thc duke in hnnd, the duel  must of 
coursc bo fought. I n  n matter so important,, 
one wornnn would of c o m e  expect no falso scnti- 
ment from  another. She and Lncly Glencora 
n.ouId understand ench other-and no doubt, re- 
spect each other. 

I bave snid tlmt she mould sit t l~ere  resolving, 
or trying to resolve. Tllcre is notl~ing in  tI1c 
worlct so difficult ns thnt task of mnlring q onc’a 
mind. Who is there tlxnt 3111s not longcd t11nt 
tho power nnd privilcgo of selection among nl- 
ternntivcs should be taken away from him ia somc 
important crisis of his lifo, and  that his condact 
should be arranged  for him, eilher  this way or 
that, by some divine power if i t  mero possible- 
by some pntrinrcl~nl power in the absence of di- 
vinity-or by chanca even, if nothing botter than 
cllance could be fomd ta do i t  7 But no onc 
dares to cast  the dic, and  to gn honestly by thc 
hazard. Tllcro nlust be tho actual ncccssity of 
obeying the die before cven t l ~ e  dio cnn be of nny 
wc. As it wns, 1v11cn Naclame Goeder lmd snt 
tllarc for an IIOLIP, till hor logs wcrc  tired benonth 
hor, dm llncl not rcsolvcd. I t  must be as Iler 
ilnpulsc sbonld direct hor wllcn thc important 
lnoment came, Tharc ’(VRS not n soul  on  cnrth 
to tvhom she could go for COIIF~SCI, and wllcn SIIO 
nslrcd llersclf for connscl, tho connscl wonld not 
come. 

Two dnys nfterward the clulto cnIlccl ngnin. 
IXe would come generally  on n Thurs¿ln~-carly, 
so that ho might bo tharc before otllcr visitors; 
and he hnd already quito lcnmod that wllclx 110 
~vns tllcrc other visitor$ would probnbly bo rcfuscd 
admittance. I-Iow Lady Glßncorn 11nd macle 
llcr way in, telling the scrvnnt thnt hor unch  ~ n s  
there, he l1ad not undcrstood. Thnt yisit l l ~ d  
bccn mndc on the Thursday, but now hacnmo on 
the Snturdny--7mving, I regrct ta say, sent  down 
some early  fruit fiom bis own hot-housos-or 
from Covent Garden-with n little noto on tho 
previous day. The grnpcs might hnvc becn yory 
well, hut the noto was injudicious. Tl~cro wore 
three lines about the grapes, as to which thoro tvas 
somc spccialhistory, the vine hnving bcenbtought 
from tho gardon o f  some villn in which Sorno ill- 
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And I am somewhat ashamed of my warmth 01: 
the  other day. But  still there  can be but ont 
nnsmer. There are delights which a woman mus. 
deny  hcrsclf, Ißt thcm be ever so clclightful.” 
“ I hacl thought-” the duke began, and ther 

he stopped himself. 
l‘ Yoar gracc was saying that you thought-” 
‘LMnrie, c?, mnn  nt my age does not like t o  bc 

dcnicd. ” 
d’  W h a t  man likes to be denied any  thing b~ 

n woman at; any age? A woman who denie: 
any thing  is  called  cruel  at once-even though i s  

be hcr very soul.” She had turned round upor 
him now, and was leaning  forward  toward hin: 
from  lier chair, so thnt he c o d d  touch her if hc 
put  out his hand. 

I-Ie put out his Iland and touched her. Mn- 
rie,” he said, ( (  will you deny me if I R&?’’ 

Nay, my lord ; how sllall X say P There is  
many a triflc I would deny  you. There is mnny 
n grent gif6 I would give  OLI willingly.” 
‘L But thc  greatest gif6 of ral1 P ”  
“My lord, if you have  any  thing to say, you 

must say it plainly. Tlme never was n woman 
morse than I am at  the reading of riddles.” 

‘( Could  you cnclure to live in the  quietude  of 
an  I talian lakc with an old mnn?” Now he 
touched  her  again, and had tnkcn  her hand. 

“No, my lord-nor with  n  young one-For n11 
my days. B a t  I do not lrpow that nge would 
guide ma.” 

Thcn the clultc rose and made his  proposition 
in form. “Marie, you know  that X love you. 
Why is it that I a t  my aga should feel so sor0 n 
Iove, I cnn  not say.” ‘( so sore n love !” 

So sore, if  it bo not  gratified. Marie, I ask 

Duke of Omnium, this from you 1” 
Yes, from me. &Q coronct is at; your  feet. 

If you will nllow me to raise it, I will  placo i t  on 

Thcn SIE wont nmny from him, nnd seated her- 
self a t  a distance. Rfcer n  mnmcnt or two he  
fdlowcd hcr, xnrZ stood w i t h  his nrm  upon her 
shoulder. Pou will givc me an  nnswcr, Mn- 
rio ? ” 

“You can n i t  havo thought of this, my lord.” 
‘‘ Nny ; I hnve thought of i t  much.” 
(( Anil your friends ?” 
‘( My dcnr, I mny vcntnre to plcasc myself in 

this--as in any thing.  Will you not  nnswer me?” 
Cortninly not on the spur of tho  moment, 

my lord. Think how high is thc  position you 
offer mc, and how immense is tho change yon 
propose to me. Allow me  two days, and I will 
answer yon by letter. I am so fluttered now 
thnt  I must leave you.” Thcn ha came t o  her, 
took  her hand, kisscd her brom, nnd opened the 
door for har, 

you to be my wife.” 

your brow.’: 

CHAPTER L=. 
AROTIIER DUEL. 

IT happened thnt t h e  wcre nt this  time  cer- 
tain  matters of business to bo settled  between  the 
Duke of Omnium  and his nephew Mr. Pnlliser, 
respecting  which  the latter called upon his uncle 
on the morning  after the duke had committed 
himself by his offer. Mr. Palliser Ilad comc by 

appointment made with Mr. Pothergill, the 
man of business, and l1nd expected to meet &. 
PotBergill. Mr. Pothergill, however, was  not 
with the duke, and the uncle  told  the nephew 
thnt the business had been postponed. Tilen 
Mr. Pdliser asked some question as to the rea- 
son of such  postponement,  not meaning much by 
his question-and the duke, after a moment’s 
hesitation, anslvered him,  meaning very mnc11 
by his answer. “ T h  truth is, Plantagenet,  that 
i t  is possible t l~a t  I may marry,  and ifso this ar- 
raugernent would not suit me.” 

“Are you going  to #be marr id?”  asked  the 
astonished nephev. 

“It is not  exactly that-bnt it is possibh that 
I may do so. Siuce I proposed this matter to 
Fothergill I have been thjnking ovcr it, and I 
hnvc cllangecl my mind. It will make but little 
clifference to you ; and after all you are n far 
richer man than I am.’’ 
‘(1 am  not thinking of money, duke,” sail1 

Plantagenet  Palliser. 
Of wlmt thcn were you thinking?” 

‘( Simply o€ what you told me, I do not in  

c c  I hopc not,  Plantngenet.” 
(‘ But I could not  hcnr auch a statcment from 

you witl~ont some surprise. Whntever you du I 
hope will tcnd  to make you hnppy.” 

So nluell passed betmeen the uncle nncl the 
ncphew, and nhnt the  uncle told to tho nephew, 
the nephcm of courm told t o  his wife. “Fie 
was~vi t l~ her again, ycsterdny,” said Lady Glen- 
:ora, (( for more tlmn an honr. And he had 
been half the  morning dressing himsclf before 
ne went to her.” 

H o  is not engaged to her; or hc would hare 
;old me,” said Plantngenet  Palliser. 
“1 think he NOLII~ ,  but there is no knowing. 

&t the prescnt moment I havc only one doubt-- 
xhetller to nct upon him or  upon her.” 

U I do not seo thnt you c m  do good by going 
;o ei tber .” 

Well, we wiII see. If she be the woman I 
take her to be, I think I could do  something with 
her. I hnpe ncrcr FupF‘;‘sc8d h ~ r  tc t= ’I bad wom- 
an-never m i d .  I \till think c d  ir.” Then 
Lady Glencotn l r I t  bct IIII-L~~I~J,  n n l l  did not 
:onsult; h im afterward as to tho colme she Fould 
pursue. He had his budget to rnmlnge, and his 
rpeeches to make. The little affnir of tho  duke 
xnd Mndpme Gocsler, she thought it best to take 
nto her own h n d s  without any assistance from 
Gm, What n fool I mas,” she  said t o  herself, 
X to have her down there when the duke was a t  
\ZlntcBing.” 

Madame Gocsler, when s110 mas leFt alone, felt 
;lmt now iniicea she mnst mako up her mind. 
She had nskcd far two days. The intervening 
lay was a Sunday, and on the Monclny she must 
;end her answer. She might doubt nt any  rato 
’or this one night,  the Saturday night, and sit 
>laying, as it were, with the  coronet of n duch- 
:ss in l m  Inp. Shc. liad  bccn born the  daughter 
)f n srnaIl country  attorncp, and nom n duke had 
lsked her to ’be his wife-and nduko Who w ~ S  
tcknomledged to stand ZI~OVQ other dukas! Noth- 
ng at any rate could rob her of that  satisfaction. 
flhatever resolntion she might forln at hs t ,  She 
~ n d  by her own  esou ou fa es reached a point of Suc- 
:ess in remembering which there  odd nlnF~ys 
)e n kcen gratification. I t  mould be much to  lm 

thc  lenst mean to intcrfere.” 



Duchess of Omnium ; but itwould be something 
RISO t o  haye refused to be a Duchess of Omnium. 
During  that evening, that night, and  the nest 
morning, she remained  playing  with the coronet 
in her Iap. She  nouldnot go to church. What 
good could any sermon do her while that  bavble 
tvas dangling before her eyes ? After church- 
time, about two o’clock, Phineas  Finn carne to 
her. Just at this period Phineas mould come to 
her often-sometimes full of a  new decision to 
forget Violet E%ìn&am altogethcr, at others 
minded  to  continue his siege  let the hope of suc- 
cess be  ever so small. He had now heard that 
Violet  and  Lord Chiltern had in truth quarreled, 
qsd mas of coume anxious to be advised to con- 
tinue  the siege. When he first came in and 
spoke a word or two to Madarnc Goesler in which 
there was no reference to Violet Effinghnm, there 
came upon hcr a strong wish to decide at once 
that she would play no longer with the coronet, 
that  the gem was not  worth the cost she would 
be called npon to pay for it. There was somc- 
tbing  in  the world better  for her than  the coro- 
n e t i f  only i t  might be had. But within ten 
minutes  he had told her the whole tale nbout 
Lord  Chiltern? and hov he had seen Violet at 
Lady Bddock‘s--Rnd  hom there  might yet be 
hope for him, What mould she advise him to 
do? ‘ (Go home, Mr. Finn,” she said, c c  and 
write x sonnet t o  her eyebrow. See if that will 
have  auy effect.” 

c (  Ah, well! It is natnral  thnt you should 
laugh at me; but, somehow, I did  not  expect  it 
from you.” 
“DO not be angry with me. Whnt I mem is 

that such little things seem to influence this Vio- 
let of yours.” 
“DO they? I have not found that they ¿b 

SO. ” 
U If she mbad loved Lord Clhiltcln she would 

not have quandnd with him  for a few mords. 
IE she had loved pu, she awodd nok have  ac- 
cepted  Lord Chiltcrn. If  she loves tmitber Of 
yon, she should mfsoi I. am losing my respect 
for her.” 

(6 Do not say that,  Madame Gocsler. I TB- 
speet her as strongly as I love lm.’’ Then Ma- 
dame Goeslcr almost made up her  mind  that she 
would havc the coronet. There mas n su lmmo 
about the coronet thne mould not e l d e  her grasp. 

Late  that afternoon, while she was still hesi- 
tating, there  came  another caller to the Cottage 
in Pwk Lane, She was still  hesitating, íècling 
tant she had as yet anotlmr night bcforc her. 
Should she be Duchess of Omnium or not ? h l1  
that she wished to be, she could not be-but to 
be Duchess of Omnium was  within bcr reach. 
Then she began to ask herself vnrious questions. 
Would  the queen refuse to accept her in her ne’cp 
rank ? Refuse ! Hom conld any  queen refuse 
to acccpt  her ? 5110 had not done anght amiss 
in life. There was no slur on her name ; no 
stain on her character. What, though her father 
had been n small attorney, and her first huslmnd 
n Jev  banker!  She had broken no law of God 
or man,  had  been accusad of breaking no law, 
which breaking or which nccustttion  need stand 
in the way of her bcing as good duchess BS any 
other woman ! She was sitting thinking of this, 
almost angry with herself at the awe with which 
the proposed rank inspired  her, when Lady Glen. 
cora WRS announced to her. 

gcNndame Goesler,” said Lady GIcncort~., I 

((And I more than equally SO, to bc fonnd,’l 

My uncle has been with you since I saw you 

‘‘ Oh yes; more than once if I remember 

C L  He comes often to you then P” 
‘(Not so often as 1 would wish, Lady Glcncora. 

am very glnd to fi11d YOU.” 

said Nrndame Goesler, smiling. 

last ?” 

right. I l e  was here yesterday at any rate.” 

The dukc is one of my dearest friends.?’ 
It has been a quick fricndship.” 
Yes - a quick friendship,’’ said Madame 

Goesler. Then  there was tl pause for some mo- 
ments which Madame Gocsler \vas determincd 
that she vould  not break. I t  was clear to ber 
now on what ground Lady  Glcncors bad come 
to  her,  and she mas fully  minded  thnt  if s110 
could bear the  full light of t h  god himsclF in 
all  his glory, she would not allow hcrscll  to Ise 
scorched by any reflected heat  coming  from  tho 
god’s niece. She  thought she could endurc any 
thing that Lady Glencora might say; but she 
would wait and hear what  might bc snid. 

( l  I think, Madame Goeslcr, thnt I 11nd better 
hurry on to my subject at once,” mict Lady Glcn- 
CO~’R, almost hesitating as she spoke, and feeling 
thnt  the color was rushing up to llcr checks nnd 
covering her brow, L i  Of course, what 111nve to 
say wil1 be disagrecable ; of course X sh;ll on%lzd 
you. And yot I do not mean  it.” 

( (1  shnll be offcnded at  nothing, Lady Glcn- 
corn, unless 1 think  that you mcnn to offcnd mc.” 

I protest that I do not. P o u  havo men my 
little boy.’’ 

((Yes, indeed. The sweetest child ! God nov- 
CT gave me any  thing half so precious as that.” 

L C  €Ie is the  duke’s heir.” I , 
c c  So X understand.” 
c f For myself, by my hanor a8 n woman, S Pnrc 

slotlsiog,, & l a m  ri&, and h a v e d  that t110 ~vorld 
can give me. For mg husband, in this matter, 1 
cmb nothing+ Bib cnrow he will mako for bim- 
self, and it will depend onsno $itIe,’’ 

Why  all  this to  me, La4y Glcncorn P What 
have I to do with your husband’s titles?” 

¡LMuch-iF it bc true  that  thcrc is nn i h n  of 
mar~inge between you and thc Dulcc of Omni- 
um.” 

c (  Pslmv ! ” said Madnme Gocslcr, with all the 
scorn of which she wns mistress. 

‘( It is  untrue,  thcn?” nskcd Lady Clcncorn. 
No; it is not untruc. Tl~cre i s  an iden, of 

And you nre cngnged to him?” 
I L  No ; I a m  not cngnged to him,” 

%s he d ~ c d  you P” 
L i Lady Glcncorn, 1 redly must, any thnt suc11 

n cross-questioning from ono lady to n n o l l ~ r  is 
very unusual. I havo promisad not.lo be o.iE?nd- 
ed, unloss I thought thnt you wished to oflcnd 
mc. But do not clrive me too far.” 

iLMtldame Goeslcr, if you will tcll n10 tllnt I 
am mistaken, I will beg yonr  pardon, and offCr 
to yon the most sincere friendship which one 
momnn c m  give another.” 

(6 Lady Glencora, I can teIl you nothing of tho 
kin cl. ‘l 

Then it  is to bo so I And hnvc you thought 
what yon would gain ?” 

“ I  hava thought  much of what X s110uld gain 
nnd something also of vhnh II should loso.” 

such n marringc.” 
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“ YOU hnvc money.” 
‘c Yes, indeed ; plenty-for wants so moderat( 

‘ ‘ A I I ~  position.” 
“ Well, yes ; n  sort of position. Not such rz~ 

you~s, Lady Glencora. That, if it,be  not  bon 
to n woman, can only come to her from cz h s .  
band. S110 can  not win it for Ilerself, ” 

“Yon are free as air, going wvhere you like, 
and doing what you like.” 
“ Too free, sometimes,” said Madame Goeder. 
‘ ‘ And what miIl you gain by changing  all  thi: 

simply for a title ?I7 

“But for such n title, Lady  Glencora! I 
may be  little 60 you to be Duclms of Omrlium 
but  think  what i t  must be to me!” 

c c  And for this you will not hesitate to rob hin 
of d l  his friends, to embitter his future life, t( 
degrado him  among his peers-” 
‘L Degrado him ! Who dares say that I s l~a l  

degrade h i m ?  I3c will exalt me. but I shaI1 vr 

ns nune. ’ ’ 

‘LAslc any one. I t  is not  that I despise yon 
If I clid, mould I offcr you my hand in friend. 
ship? Bul; an old man, over seventy, carrying 
tho wcigllC and burden of such rank as his, wil 
clegrurle himsclf in the eyes of his fellows, if lu 
marrics n young womnn without rank, lct her bc 
cvcr so clcver, wcc so beautiful. A Duko of 
Omninnl may not do as he plcases, as rnny an- 
otllcr man.” 

I C  It m a y  bo well, Lady Glencorn, for other 
¿ l~~kcs ,  and for the dnugllters and heirs and cous- 
ins of othor dukes, that his grace  should  try that; 
qucstion. T will, if you wish it, argue this mnt- 
ter with you on many points, but I mill not allow 
you to say that I should degrado any m m  whom 
1 might marry. My name is ns unstained as 

“I mcant nothing of that,” snid Lady Glcn- 

For him-I ccrtninly ~vou ld  not willingly 
ínjnrc hitn. Who wishes to injure n f r i e d  2 
Ancl in  truth I llaw 60 little to gain,  that the 
teml~tat ioa to ¿lo him an injnly,  if I thought it 
one, is not strong. For your little boy, Lady 
GI~ncortt, I think your fears are premature.” 
As sllc said this, there came n smilc over ber 
fmc, which thrcatencd to break  from control 
and nlmost become lnugbter. ‘‘ But, if you will 
allaw me to say so, my mind mill not be turned 
against  this marriago half SO strongly by any 
nrgnments yon cnn use.as by those which I c m  
nddncc mysclf. You  havo nearly  driven  me  into 
it, by t~llirlg mc tllnt I shonld dograde his house. 
I t  is alnlost incumbcnt on me to prove that you 
nro  rong. But you had bcttar Ieave me to set- 
t h  tho matter ia my own bosom. You had in- 
deed.” 

After a whilo Lady Glencora did leavo her- 
to settle the  matter wilhin her own bosom-hm- 
ing no other altornative. 

your own.” 

corn. 

CEUPTER LXII. 

MONDAY morning came, and Madame GoesIer 
had ns yet mitten no answers to the Duke of 
Omnium. Had not Lady Glencora gone to Park 

Lane on the Sunday afternoon, I think  the  letter 
mould have been written on that day ; but, whnt- 
ever may hnve been the effect of Lady Glencora’s 
visit, it so far distnrbed Madame Goesler as to 
keep her from her writing-table. There was yet 
another night for thought, and then the letter 
should be witten on the Monday morning. 

Vhen  Lady Glencora left Rlndamc Goesler 
she went at once to the duke’s  house. It was her 
custom to see her husband’s unclo on x Sunday, 
and she would most frequently find him just at 
this hour-before he ment np stairs to dress for 
dinner. She usually took hcr boy with her, but 
on this occasion she ment alone. She had tried 
what she could do with Madame Goeslcr, and she 
found that she had failed. She Dust now make 
her attempt upon the duke. But the  duke, per- 
haps anticipating some attack of the kind, had 
fled. Where is his grace, Barker*?” snid Lady 
Glencora to the porter. V e  do not know, 
your ladyship. Bis grace ment nmay yesterday 
evening with nobody but Lap~ule . ’~  Lapoule 
mas the duke’s French valet. Lady Glencora 
could oaly return home and consider in her own 
mind what batteries might yet be brought to bear 
upon the dulce, toward stopping  tho marriage, 
even after  the engagement should hnve been 
ruade-if it mere to be made. Lady Glencorn 
felt  that  such batteries might still be brought 
~7p as would not improbably have an effect on a 
proud, wenk old man. If d l  other resources 
Failed, royalty in eome of its branches might be 
induced to make n request, and every august re- 
lation in the peerage shotdd interfere. Tbc duke 
no doubt might persevere and marry tvllom llc 
?lenscd-if he were strong enough. But it  re- 
Iuircs much personal strength-that standing 
done against the wcll-armcd batteries of all one’s 
Xends. Lady Glencorn llnd once tried such a 
mttle on her own behalf, and had failed. She 
had wished to be imprudcntmhen she was young ; 
b u t  her friends hnd bcen too strong for her. 
She had been rcduced, nncl kept in order, and 
made to run in a groove--and mas nom, mbcn 
she snt looking at her  little boy mitb his bold  face, 
almost inclinecl to think that the world was right, 
and that groovea were best, But; i€ she had been 
controlled when she wm young, so ought t h  
duke to be controlled, now that he mas old. I t  
is all very well for a man or woman to bonst that 
he-or she-may do whqt he likes with his own 
-or v i th  ber own. But there are circumstanccs 
in which such self-nctioa is rainous to so many 
thnt coercion from the outside becomes absolute- 
ly needed. Nobody hail felt the injustice of such 
:oereion wllen  applied to berself morc sharply 
:han hnd Lady Glencora. But she had lived t o  
~cknowledga that such coercion might be prop- 
x, and mas now prepared to use it  iu  any shape 
.n which it might be made avnilnble, I t  vas all 
my moll for Madarno Goesler to laugh nud ex- 
h im,  L (  Pshaw,” tvhen Lady Glencorn declnred 
Ier real trouble. But should it ever come to  
Iass that a black-bromil baby vith a yellow skin 
;hould be shown to the world as Lord Silver- 
]ridge, Lady Glencora knew that her  pence of 
nind wonld be gone forever. She had begun 
he world desiring one thing, and had missed it4 
Ihe had suffered much, and  had then reconciled 
.erself to other hopes. If those other hopes w c r ~  
lso to be cut away from her, the world would not 
‘e worth a pinch of snuff to her. The duke had 
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or the  high  things.  According  to my wny o 
thinking, a woman ought to wish to bo Duch 
ess of Omnium-but she  onght to wish also  t 
be nblc to  carry  her  coronet  with a propc 
grace. As Madame Gocsler I can live, eve: 
among my superiors, a t  my easc. As you 
grace's wife, 1 should be casy no longer-no 
would your grnce. 

" You will  think perhaps that  what I write i 
henrtlcss, that I speak dtogcthcr OF your  rank 
and not nt n11 of the affection you have  shown me 
or of that  which I might possibly benr towarr 
you. I think  thatmhen  the first flush of passio. 
is over in  carly  youth men and women ehoull 
strive to regulato  their love, as they do their  0th 
er dcsircs, by*thcir rcamn. I could ~ O V O  FOU 
gram,  fondly, as your wifo, if I thought i t  wel 
for your grnce  or  for myself thnt we slloLllc1 b 
man and  mifc. As I think it would be ill €o 
both OF us, I mill restrain  thnt  fceling,  and rc 
rncnlbcr your graco  cver  with  thc  purcst fcelial 
of,trne  Ilicndship. 

'' Bcfore I close this  lottcr, I must  uttcr n \vor( 
of gmtitnile. In thc  bind of life which I haw 
lcd as n widow, n l iFC which has been very isolate( 
ns rcgnrds true fellomship, i t  has becn my  grcales 
effort to obtnin  tho good opinion of thosc amoni 
whom I hnrc nttcmpted to makc  my wny. . 
may, pcrh:q)s,  own to you now thnt I bave hai 
mnny dillicnlties. A woman ~vho is alone i n  t h  
world is ever regurdcd with suspicion. I n  th( 
country a wonmn with a foreign name, witl. 
menns dcrivcd from foreign sources, with a for- 
cign history, is spocinlly suspectcd. I han 
striven to live that down, and I havo  sncceeded. 
But in my wilclcst dreams I Dever dreamed of 
suc11 succcss as this-that the  Duko of Omnium 
should think m c  the morthiest of the morthy. 
You may bo wrc  thnt I am  not ungrateful-tlmt 
I ncvcr will bo ungrateful. And I trust it mill 
not dcrogntc from yonr opinion of my worth,  that 
I Ilavo lmnvn  whnt wns due to yonr grnco's high- 
ness. I llave tllc honor to be, my lord duke, 
your most obligcd anil fnithful  servant, 

MARIE Max GOEBLEB." 

" I-Iom many unmarricd women in England 
are t h o  would do the same ?" shc said  to hcr- 
self, ns sllc folded the payor, and put it into nu 
cnvclop, and scaled the covcr. The momcnt 
that  tho  lottcr mns co~nplcted she sent i t  off, as 
she was dircctcd to sencl it, so that  there might 
bo no possibility of repentancc and subseqaent 
hesitntion. She  had at last made up her mind, 
and s110 would stand by tho making. She knew 
that t l m o  would come moments in  which she 
mould dccply regret the opportunity that SILB 
bad lost--tbe chancc of greatness that s110 had 
flung away from hor. But so would she havo 
ofton rcgrcttcd it, also, had  she  accepted the 
groatncss. I-Ier position wu onc in which there 
must bo rcgrct, lct her docision hnvc becn whnt 
it might. But  s110 llnd decided, and the thing 
was clone. She wonlcl still be Eree-Marie Max 
Goeslcr-unlcss in abandoning her freedom she 
mould obtain  something  thnt she might in truth 
prcfer to it. When  tbc lcttcr was gone she  sat 
disconsolate, at the window of nn up-stairs room 
in which shc had writtcn, thinking  much of the 
coronet, much of the name, much of the rank, 
much of thnt position in society  whicl1 she had 
flattered harself she might have won for berself 

as Duchess of Omninm by her beauty, hcr grace, 
and her wit. It Ilad not becn simply her am- 
bition to be a duchess, without further aiIn or 
object. She hnd fancicd that she might have 
been such a dnchcss as there is nevcr another, SO 
that her fame might havc been great through- 
out Europe, BS a tvommcharming at all pints.  
And she \vodcl havo had friends, tllen-real 
friends, anil mould not have lived alone as i t  
wns now hcr Ente to do. And she w0~11d lla\-e 

stiff with pomp and ccrenlony. She woL11d havß 
lovcd him, and donc l m  best to add sometllillg 
of brightocss to his lifc. It was indeed truc 
that  therc was one whom she loved better ; hut 
of  what avail  was  it to love n man who, tv11cn 
he C R ~ C  to hcr, would speak of notlling but of 
the c11arms which he found in another Ivoman 

She llxd been; sitting  thus nt her window, wit11 
n book in  hcr hand, nt which she never looked, 
gazing over tbc p r k  wllich  \vas nom beautiful 
with  its M ~ Y Y C ~ ~ L W O ,  whcn on asuddcn a thought 
struck her. Lady Glcncora PnIIiscr had comc 
to her, trying to enlut  her sympathy for tilc lit- 
tle  hcir, looking, indccd, not very well, a$ rifa- 
dame Gocslcr had  thougllt,  but  still with an 
earncst  purpose which was iu itself good. She 
would write  to Lady Glcncora and  put hcr out 
of her misery. Perhaps t l w c  tvns some feeling 
of triumph  in hcr mind ns she rctumed to tho 
desk from which her epistle had  bcen  scnt to tho 
duke-not, of thnt  triumph which would haro 
found its gratification ín boasting of tho offer 
thnt lind been mado to her,  but  arising from a 
Feeling that she could now show the proud moth- 
:r of the bold-hcad boy that  though she wonld 
not pledge herself to any woman as to mllat sho 
might do or not do, she WS ncvertheless c n l n b l ~  
IF resisting  such s temptation as would havc bccn 
irrcsistible to many. Of thc dulco's offcr to hcr 
h o  would have spoken t o  no humnn being, had 
not this woman shown thnt  the $ukc's purposo 
mns known a t  lcnsl; to her, and now, in her Iet- 
ter, SIE woukl wi tc  no plain word of that offer, 
Sllc would not stntc in words intelligible to any 
ono who rnigllk rond, thnt the duke had offered 
her his hnncl and his coronet. But she would 
write so thnt Lady Glcncora should onderstmlcl 
her. And she wonlcl bo carcfitl that there should 
bc AO mord in thc  letter to mako Lacly Glcncorn 
:l~ink that she supposcd horself to bo unfit for 
;he rnnk offared to her. Sho hnd bccn very 
l u m h  in what; d10 had tvrittan to the duke, Lub 
rho would not be nt n11 humble in mhnt sllc tvns 
lbout to write to the motlier of thc bold-faccd 
joy. And  this v a s  tho Jcttcr .when i t  was 
vritten : 

loved har d u c d   h ~ ~ b a n d ,  old though ]lowas, and 

MY DZAR LADY G L E N C O R A , ~  venture to 
;end you n linc to put you out of your misery- 
br you mere very rniscrnblc when you were so 
lood as to come here ycstcrdny. Your dear lit- 
le boy is safc from me-and, what is mom to 
8hc purpose, so are you and your husband, and 
r o w  uncle-whom, i n  truth, I love. YOU asked 
ne a downright question which I did not then 
:hoose to answer by n downright mswer. Tho 
lownright answer wns not at  thnt timc duc  to 
'ou. It has sinca been Biven, and as I like yos 
00 well to wish you to be in torment, I send you 
L line to say that L shall ncver bo in the way of 
'ou or your boy. 
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<‘And nom, dear Lady Glencorn, one word 

more. Should it ever  again  appear to you to be 
necessary to use yonr zeal for the protection of 
your husband or your child, do not cndeavor to 
dissuade a woman by trying  to make her  think 
that she, by her alliance, would bring  degrada- 
tion into any house, or to any man. I f  there 
could have been an argument powerful with me 
to make me do that which you wished to pre- 
vent, i t  was the  argument which you used. But 
my own comfort, and  the happiness of another 
person whom 1 value almost as mucl1 as myself, 
were too important t o  be sacrificed even to a 
woman’s revange. I take  mine by writing to 
vou and tcllinr vou that I am better,  and more 
ktional ancl &er than you took me-to be, 

“ I f ,  after this, you choose to  be on good term 
v i th  me, I sl~all be bappy to be your friend. 
shall   va nt no further rcvengc. You owe m 
some little apology; but whether you nmke j 
or not, I wil1 be contented, and will never d 
more tlmn ask mhctller your darling’s prospect 
arc still safe. Them arc mom momen tllan on 
in the world, you know, and you must not con 
sidor yourself to be out of the wood because yo1 
have escaped from n single danger.  If t11er’ 
nrisc another, come to me, and TVC will consul 
together. Dear Lady Glcncora, yours dway 
sincerely, NA RI^?; M. G.” 

Tl~crc was R thing or two bcsiclcs which SIIN 
longed to say, laughing ns she thougllt of them 
But she refrained, and hcr letter, wvhcn finishcc1 
mas as it  is given abovc. 
On tllc day follotving, Lady Glencorn ma: 

again in Park Lane. When she first rcad Mn. 
damc Goeslor’s Icttcr, she fclt herself  to be an. 
noyerl and angry, but her angor was with her. 
self ratlm  than with.  hor correspondent. Eve] 
since her last interview with tho woman when 
slm had fcwed, $be bad been conscious of hav. 
ing been indiscreet. AIL her feelings had beer 
too violent, and it might well bave been tim. 
she should havc  driven  this wornn;a to do th( 
very thing  that s110 mas so anxious to  avoid 
ccYon orve me some little apology,” Madam( 
Qoeslcr lincl said. I t  was trrre--and she wouli 
apologize. Unduc pridc mas not a part of Lad) 
Glencora’s character. Indood, tllcw mas nor 
enough of pridc in l m  composition. She had 
boen quito ready to hate this woman, and tc 
fight hor on cvery point as long as tllc dnngcl 
exishd ; but  she IVRS oqually milling to taIca the 
woman, to her henrt pow that the danger tva~ 
over, Apologize ! Of coursc s110 would apol- 
ogizc. And s110 would make n friend of t11e 
woman if ‘dhe woman wishcd it. But; she wonlcl 
not hwc  the woman and tho ~ L K ~ C  at Matching 
togethcr again, lest, &er all, thcro might bo a 
mistake. She diid not shorn Madarne Goeslcr’s 
letter to hcr husband, or toll him m y  thing of 
the relicf she Ilnd reecivod, 130 hacl cared but 
little for t b  danger, thinking more of his budg- 
et than of‘thc danger; and would be suficiont- 
ly at his cpse if he hoard no more rnmors of Ikis 
uucle’s mnrriage. Lady Glencorn went to Pnrk 
Lane enrly on the Tuesday morning, but she did 
not take her boy with hor. Sho uqdoqstooci  thab 
Madame Goesler might pcrllnps inddgc in n 
little gantle millcry at the ~ h i l d %  cxpo~so, and 
the mother felt tbut this hight bo borne the 
more easily i€ the  child were not present. 
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(‘1 havc come to thank yon for your Ietter, 
Madanle Gocsler,” snid Lady Glencora, before 
she sat down. 

&‘Oh, come ye in peace here, or come ye i11 
~ y n r ,  OL- to dance at our bridal 3” said Madame 
GoesIer, standing up from her chair and laugh- 
ing, as she  sang  the lines. 

“Certdnly not to dnnco nt yoLn* bridal,” said 
Lady Glencora. 

“Alas ! no. You have forbidden the banns 
too  eff’cctually for that, and I sit  here wearing 
the willow all alone. Why shoulcln’t I be al- 
lowed to get  married as well as  anothcr woman, 
I wondcr? I think you 11a~o been vcry llnrd 
upon me among you. But sit dom, Lndy Glen- 

,, 
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llave becn, to  llave  thought of mnking B duchcs, 
ont of sach n wizcned old woma11 as  thnt.” 

Tllcy  parted  the best of friends, but Lady GIen, 
cora wns still of opinion that if the  Indy and- t h  
dukc  wcre to be brought  together nt Matclllng 
OP chwbcre,  there might  still be considcrnblt 
dnngcr. - 

;;ri t h of t110 iligllßst 
N 

thoso Qf 

omn mode of life who disliked  llim did so simp]\r 
bFcnuse they  regarded  with envy his too m p i h  
1‘1se. He rode upon n pretty horse in  the park, 
and mas cnreful in  his dress, and had  about hin1 
an air of comfortable  wealth  mhich Mrs. LOW 
tbonght  thnt he hnd not earned. Tvhen her hus- 
bnnd tolcl her of his sufficient salary, slle would 
shake 11er h a d  and express her opinion  tIlat 
good time wns coming, By which she perhaps 
meant to imply n belief tllnt n time \vas coming 
in which llcr lwbnnd would have a snlary mncll 
better than  thnt now enjoyed by l’hineas, and 
much more likely to bo permnncnt. The 
cals wcre not to have oEce forever, and when 
thcy wcre gom, whnt then? don’t suppose 
he snvcs a shilling,” snid Mrs. Low, I30w call 
he, lcecping a horse in the park, and hunting 
down in the conntry, nuil living  with lords. I 
shouldn’t  wonder if hcisn’t  found to Ba over head 
and cnrs in  debt when things  come to be looked 
into.” Mrs. Lom WRS fond of an assured pros- 
perity, of money in the funds, and was proud to 
think  thnt  llcr  husband  livcd i n  n llousc of his 
own. ‘( $19 10s. ground-rcnt to the Portman 
cstnte is what wc PRY, MI*. Bunce,” she once snid 
to thnt gallant  radical, c ‘n~~ i l  that COMCS of be- 
ginning nt the right end. Mr.  Low llncl nothing 
rvllcn ho bcgnn tho world, ancl I Ilad just  wvhnt 
mnde us decent  thc clay wc married. But he bc- 
gun nt thc right cnd, nnd let things go as they 
rnny, ho can’t get n fall.” Mr. Bunco and M& 
Low7 thougI1 t h y  diffcrcd muah is politics, sym- 
;~nthizcd in rcforcncc to Phincns. 
‘‘1 ncvcr boliovcs, rnn’am, in nobody doing any 

;ood b~ gctting n plncc,” snid Mr. Bancc. ‘‘ Of 
:ourso I don’t mem judgcs and them liko, which 
nust bo. But when a yonug mnn has ever so 
nuch a yoar for sitting in x big room down nt 
vVhitolml1, nnd reading n ncwspnpcr with  his 
’cct up on n chair; I don’t  tllink it honest,  whcth- 
!r lic’s a Pnrlinmcnt  mnn or whcthcr 118 ain’t.” 
VVhcncc Mr. Buncc 11nd got; his  notions ILS to tho 
vny in which ollicinls a t  TiVhitohnll pnss thcir 
ime, I can not say ; Lut his notions aro vcry oom- 
non noLians. Tho  British world at largo is slow 
:o bclicvc thnt tho grcnt  British housc-keel1er 
C Q O ~ S  no morc cnts than what kiU micc. 

Mr. Lmv, who W S  now f1*equently in tho hnb- 
t of scaing  Phinens nt tho Hot1so, had somcwhnt 
:l.rangcd liis opinions, and was not  so engcle i n  
!ondcmning Phincns as was his wife. 13.0 had 
)egnn to think  that perllnps Phiucns llnd  shown 
omc ltnowlcdgc of his ow11 nptitudo in thc  carccr 
vhich ho lind sought, nnd wns nmnrc, nt any 
~ntc, thnt h i s  lntc  pupil .was somcbody in  tho 
,lousa of Commons. A man will almost nlways 
rcslmt him whom thosc arollnd h im respect, and 
will gcnernlly loal; up to one ~ v h o  is cvidently 
abovo himself in  his own daily  avocntion. Now 
L’hincns m a  certainly nbovo Mr. Low i n  parlin- 
nentary roputation. He snt on n front bencll. 
H e  knew ihc lcndcrs of pnrtics, 110 was nt homc 
unid the forms of tho XIOUSQ. EIe enjoycd 
~ornething of the  prcstigc of Government power. 
And be wa1l;cd nbont  familiarly with the sons 
)f d d w  nncl the  brothor& of cads  in n manner 
vhich hncl its cflcct  cvcn on Mr. Low. Seeing 
hcsc tllings Mr. Zovv conld not maintain  his  old 
lpinion ns stoutly ns did his wife. It vns nlrnost 
t pyivilcgo to Mr. Lom to bo intimato  with Phin- 
:ns Fit~ll, IIow thcn could ho look ~ O W L I  UPOII 
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He mas surprised, therefore, one day when 

Phineas discussed the matter  with  him f d y .  
Phineas had asked  him what would be his chance 
of success if esen nom he were to gi1-e up politics 
and  take to the  bar  as  the means of earning  his 
livelihood. 

L'Yeu mould have up-hill work at first, as a 
matter of course,” said Mr. Lov. 

it might be done, I suppose. To have 
been in oace  would not be fatal  to me P” 
“NO, not fatal. Nothing of the kind need be 

fatal. Men have succeeded a d h a v e  sat on the 
bench afterward, who did not begin till  they were 
past forty. You would  have to live down a preju- 
dice created against yourself-that is all. The 
attorneys do not like barristers who are  any 
thing” else but barristers.” 

“The attorneys arc very arbitrary, I know,’’ 
said Phineas. 

Yes-and there would be this  against you- 
that  it is so difficult  for a man  to go back to the 
verdure and malleability of pupildom, mho has 
once  escaped from the necessary humility of its 
conditions. You wonld find it difficult to sit 
and  wait for business in a Vice-chancellor’s 
Court, after having had Vice-chancellors, or 
men as big as Vice-chancellors, t o  wait upon 

“I do not think much of thrtt.” 
“But others would think of it, and you would 

find that there were  difficulties. But  yon  arc 
not thinking of it  in  earnest P” 

you.” 

‘L Yes, in earnest. ” 
c c  Why so? I should have thought that every 

dav hnd rcmored you farther  and  farther from 
a 6  such idea.” c 

“The groundI’m on at present is so slippery.” 
Well. TBS. 1 can understand thnt. But get 

it is less Zppary  tban  it used to be.” 
“Ab ! you do not exactly see. What if 1 were 

t o  lose my seat?” j 

L( Son are safe at least for the  next four years, 
I should say:’ * 

‘ c  Ah ! 110 one can tell. And suppose I took 
it into my head to differ from the ‘Government P” 

“You must not do that. You’bave put your- 
self into R boat with these men, and you must 
remain io the boat. I should have  thought  all 
that was easy to  you.” 

“It is not so easy BS it seems. The very ne- 
cessity of sitting still in the boat is in itself irk- 
some-very irksome. And then there comes 
.some crisis in which n m m  can  not sit still.” 

“Is there  any such crisis at  hand now?’’ 
“I can not say  that-but I am beginning to 

find that sitting still is very disagreenbIe to me. 
.When I have those fellows  bclow having their 
o m  way, and  saying just  what they like, it makes 
me furious. There  is Robson. He tricd office 
for a couple of years,  and has broken awny ; and 
nom, by George, there  is  no man they think so 
much of BS they do of Bobson. He is twice tho 
man he was when he sat on the  Treasury Bench.” ‘‘ He is a man of fortune-is he not?” 

“I suppose so. Of coumc he is, because he 
lives. He never earns any thing. Eis wife had 
money.” 

My- dear Finn, that makes all the cliffttrence. 
Wken B man has means of his own he  can please; 
himself, Do you marry a wife with money, and 
then y0u:ma.y kick up your heels, and do ns you 
.like nbont the Colonial Office. When a man 



E 
PHINEAS PINN, THE IRISH MEMBER. 195 

"When I mentioned your name to Kenned; 
the  other day, he looked ns blnclc ns thnndcr 
But  it is not odd that any o m  shonld quarre 
with him. I can't stand him. Do yon knon 
1 somctimcs think that Lnlm will have to givt 
it up. Then there  will bc nnother mess in th1 
family 1'' 

This was all very well as conzing from Lor( 
Chiltern ; but there was no word about  Violet 
m l  Phinens did not know how to  get a won 
from nny one. ~ n d y  Lmra could have talc 
h im every thing,   bat  he could not go to Lnri: 
Laurn. 1x0 d i d  go to Lacly Baldock's house I 
often as he thought he conId with  propriety 
nn~l  occnsionnIIy he saw Violet. But he coulc 
do  no moro than see her, and the days nn( 
weeks wcre passing by, and the timc was corn' 
in% i n  which ha would hnve to  go away, and bc 
with  lier no more. The cnd o€ the senson 
Whicll was nlwnys to other mcn-to other work 
iag-mcn stzch ns our hero--n, period of plensnra 
blo nnticipntion, t o  him was n  timc of sndness: 
i n  which he felc  that he 1vn.s not exactly likc 
to, or even cqnnl to, the  men with whornvhc 
livcd  in London. I n  thc old days, in tvhich h c  
wns nllowcd to go to Longhlinter or to Sanlsby, 
wvhcn all men and women 'vycrpo going to theil 
Loughlinters xnd. their Sanlsbys, i t  tvns vcrg; 
wc11 with him ; but thcre was sorncthing mclnn. 
~ 1 1 0 1 ~  to h i m  i n  his yearly journey to Ireland. 
1-10 lovcd his father and  mother nncl sisters 
wc11 ns do otllcr men ; bnt there mas n fulling 
off in  the m a n n e r  of his Iifc which made hiln 
fccl that  he bad been in some sort out  of his own 
clcmcnt in London.   Hc would hnve liked to 
Ilavo shot gronse at Louglllinter, or pheasants  nt 
Snulsby, or to hnvc huntcd down at Willin~forcl 
-or bcctcr skill, t o  hava mnclc love to  Violet  Ef- 
finglmm wherever Violet Efinglznrn might lmvc 
plnccd herself. But  all this wlms closed to him 
now; nnii t l ~ c r c  would bo nothing for him brit 
to rcmnin at Rillnloc, or to return to bis work 
in Downing  Stroct, from huglzst  to Belrrunq-. 
Mr. Monk, inclecd, .rvns going with hin1 for a 
few weeks ; bnt; evcn this nssocintion did not 
mitka up for t h n k  sort of socicty which ho mould 
llave preforrod. 

Tho session went on very qaictly. The qocs- 
tion of tho Irish Reform  Bill was postponed till 
tho next year, whicll WRS n great thing gained. 
H o  cnrriccl his bill nbout tho Cnnndlr Railway, 
mith sundry other srnaIl bills nppevtaining to  it, 
through  tho S o u s e  in n manner which rcdouad- 
ed infinitely to his credit. Therc wns just 
onongll of opposition to give n zest to  the work, 
aucl to make t h e  nfhir conspicnous among tho 
nffnirs of tho yonr. As his chicf wns in the 
othcr IIousc, tbc work fell altogether  into  his 
hnnds, so t h a t   h e  carno to be conspicnous among 
Under-secretnrics. I t  was only when ha h i d  n 
word t o  any lcndcrs of his  party nbout otllcr mnt- 
tors-about Irish Tenant Righk, for instnnce, 
~ v h i c h  'wns baginning to loom very  large,  that 
ho found llimsclf to bo snubbed. But  there was 
no room f o r  action this ycnrin rcfcrence to Irish 
T'cnnnt Right, nnd therefore nny deep consider- 
ation OP tha t  discomfort  might be lcgitimntely 
postponed. If ha did by chanca open his  mouth 
on thc  subject t o  Mr. Monk, cvcn Mr. 3Xonk 
discouraged him. 

I n  tho Inst days of June,  when the wenther 
WRB very hot, and peoplc wer0 beginning to 

complain of the Thnmes, and members were be- 
coming thirsty after grouse, and  the remaining 
days of parliamentary work were being cortnted 
up, there came to him news-news that was 
soon known throughout the fashionable ~vorlcl- 
that  the Duke of Omniunl was going to give a 
garden party at n ccrtnin villa residence on  the 
banks of the Tbnmes nbove Richmond. I t  mns 
to be such n gnrclen party ns lznd never been 
seen befoorc. And it woulcl  bo the more remark- 
able because the duke hnd never been Bnomn to  
do such a ttling. The villa was called The 
Horns, nnd bad, indeed, been given by the duke 
to Lady Glencorn on her marriage ; but the par- 
ty was to be thc duke's party, and Thc Horns, 
with al1 its gwckns, conscrvntories, Inwas, shrub- 
beries, paddocks, boat - houses, and boats, wns 
to be nlade bright; and beautiful for the occa- 
sion. Scores of workmen were about the place 
through the  threcfirst  neeksof July. The world 
at large did not at all know why the dulce mas 
doing so unwonted a thing-why he should nn- 
dcrtnke so new n trouble. But Lady Glencorn 
knew, nncl Madnme Gocsler  shrewclly  gucsscd 
the riclclIe. When Mndnme  Gocslcr's nnespcct. 
?d rcfusnl had  reached his grace, he felt thnt he 
must cithcr acccpt tho Incly's refusd, or perse- 
rem. After n day's considcrntion, Be rcsolved 
that he would accept it,  The top brick of the 
himney wns very desirable; but perhaps it 
night be well that he should endenvor to live 
uithout it. Thcn, nccepting this mfusnl, he 
nust either  stand his ground and bear thc blom 
-or ho must run awoy to  thnt villa at Como, 
)r elsewhere. The running away seemed to 
lim nt first to be the better, OP nt lenst; the more 
)lcnsnnt, course; but nt last  he  dctermined that 
10 woulcl stand his ground nrd bear the blom. 
Chereforo ho gave his gnrdcn party nt The 
ilorns. 

W h o  wns to bc invitcil? Before the first 
vcelc in JuIy wns ovcr, many R bosom in Lon- 
lon wns fluttering with nnsicty on thnt subject. 
Che dulcc, in giving his short word of instruc- 
ion to  Lady Glencorn, made her understmd 
.lm hc would wish llar to be particular in  her 
invitntions. Her Royal Highness thß  Princess, 
Incl his nogal IIigImess the l'rince, had both 
leea so grncious ns to say timt they mould honor 
lis f h  T h  duke himself hacl mnde ont n 
;hort list, with not more tllnn n doxcn names. 
Lady Glencorn was employed to rrelcct the ren1 
:rowd-thc  five I~undrecl oat of the  ten thoasanct 
x110 were to be blessod. On the dulrc's own 
wivnte list was the nama of Madnmc Goesler. 
Lady Glcncorn understood it all. When Mn- 
lanm  Goeslcr got hcr card, shc thought thnt 
;he understood it too. And sTlo thougllt also 
,hat  the dukc mas behaving in n. gnllnnt way. 

Therc was, no doubt, nzuch diflìculty about 
he invitntions, ancl n considcrablo nrnount of 
Il-will was crented. And they who consiclercd 
hemselves entitled t o  bo nskad, and were not 
tsked, were full of wrath against their rnorc 
ortunntc friends, instcad of h ing  angry with 
he dltke or with Lndy Glencora, who hacl neg- 
ected them. I t  mas soon known that  Lady 
3encorn was tho ren1 dispenser of the fnvors, 
.nd I fancy tlznt her ladyship was tired of 
 er task before it was completed. The party 
was to take place on Wcduesday, tho 2íth of 
JL~Y,  nnrl before the day lind corne, men and 



women had become so hardy in the  combat t h  
personal applications mere made with unflinchinl 
importunity; and letters were written to Lad; 
Glencorn putting forward this  claim  and  tha 
claim with n piteous clamor. (‘NO, that is t01 
bad,” Lady Glencora said to her particular friend 
Mrs. Grey, when a letter came from Mrs. BOU 
teen, stating  all  that  her  husband had ever don1 
tovard supporting Mr. Palliser in Parliament- 
and dl that he eyer would do. ‘< She sha’n’ 
have it, ewn  though she could put Plantagene 
into a minority to-morrow.” 

Mrs. Bonteen did not get a card ; and n.he1 
she heard that Phineas Sinn had received one 
her wrath against Phineas was very great. Hl 
was “an Irish adventnrer,” and she regrette( 
deeply that Mr. Bontsen had ever interestet 
himself  in bringing snch an upstart  forward ir 
the world of politics. But  as Mr. Bonteen neve: 
had done any thing toward brioging Phinen] 
forward, there MBS not much cause for regre 
on  this head. Phiueas, however, got his  card 
and, of course, accepted the imitation. 

The  grounds were opened at four. Thert 
was to be an early dinner out in  tents  at five 
and after dinner men and momen mere to wall 
about, or dance, or make love-or hay as snitei 
them. The haycocks, homever, were rcady pre. 
pared, while i& mu expected  thnt  they shonli 
bring  the love with them. Phincas, knowin& 
that  he should meet Violet Effingham, took t 
great deal with him ready made. 

Por an hour and a half Lady Glexlcora kepi 
her position in a saloon through which the 
guosts pnssed to tl1e grounds, and to evcq 
comer she impartea the  informntion tl lnt  thc 
duke was on the l a m ,  To every comer bul 
one-but to Madame Gocslcr slle said  no suc11 
word. ‘%o glad to see you, my dem,” shc 
said, as she pressed her friend’s hand. “If  1 
am not killed by this work. I’ll make you ou1 
again by-ancl-by.” Then Madame Gocsler pass. 
ed on, and soon formd berself amid a throng 
af acquaintance. After a few minutes  she san 
the duke seated on an arm-chair, close t o  the 
rirer bank, and she bravely went up to him, 
xncl thanked  him for the invitation. “Thc 
thanks arc due  to you for gracing our  entertain. 

* ment,”  said  the duke, rising to greet her. T h w  
were n dozen people standing round, and so thc 
thing was done  withont difficulty. At that mo- 
ment there came n notice thnt  their r u p l  high- 
nessos were on  the ground, and the duke, of 

, course, went off to meet them. There wvns not 
a mord more spoken between the duke and Ma- 
dame Goeslm on that afternoon. 

Phineas did not corne till late-till seven, 
when the banquet; mas over. I think he was 
right in thiq as the banqueting i n  tents loses 
in; comfort almost more than  i t  gains  in so- 
mance. A small picnic may be ycry ~ d ,  and 
the distance previously traveled may give to a 
dinner on the  ground the seeming excuse of 
necessity. Frail human nature must be sup- 
ported-and human nature, having gone so f t u  
in pursuit of the betmtiful, is entitled to mlmt 
best support the unaccustomed circumstances 
tviu allom. Therefore, out with the cold pies, 
ont tpith the salads, and the chickens, tile 
champagne. Since no better may be, let us ye- 
crnit human nature sitting upon this moss, and 

our discomforts in the glory of tllc ver- 



said Phineas laughing. 
Maclnme Goesler laugheil also. The dultc 

is not so bad,” shc said. ‘ L  The duke would d o  
ns mnch ns any one else. I won’t have the duke 

Mr. Finn 1’’ 
‘( The dnlre is al1 buckram, you know. ’’ 
“ Then why do pou come to his home ?’l 

To see you, l\inclame Goeder.’’ 
Is that trne, Mr. Finn ? l )  

“ Yes-it is truc in its may. One goes about 
to meet those whom one likes, not always for the 
pIeasnre of the host’s society. I hope I an1 not 
wrong, because I go to houses at which I like 
neither the host nor  the hostess.” Phineas as 
he said this W ~ S  thinking o€ Lady Baltldock, to 
whom of late he had been csceediugly civi1- 
but lzc certainly did not like Lady Bnldack. 

“ I think yon haw been too hard upon the 
Duke of Omninm. Do you know him welt ?” 

Personally ? certainly not. Do yon ? Docs 
m y  body ?” 

‘I I tiink he is a gracious gentleman,” said 
Madarno Goeslel; “and though I can not boast 
of knowing him well, I do not like t o  henr him 
cdled bnckram. I do not  thiuk he is bnckram. 
It  is not very easy for n man in his position to lire 
so a ~ o  please all people. He l m  to maintain the 
prestige of the h~g:hcst aristocracy in Europe.” 

Look at  his nephe\v, who will be the nest 
dake, and who works as lznrd RS any man i n  the 
conntry. Tv111 IE not  maintain  it better ? What 
good did the present man ever do ?” 

c ‘  SOLI believe only in motion, Mr. Finn-anil 
not  nt all in  quiescence. An espress train at 
full speed is grander to yon than n mountain with 
heaps of snow. I owe thnt to me there is somc- 
thing glorious in  the dignity of a man too high 
to JO any thing-if only he knows how t o  carry 
that dignity with LL proper grace. I think thnt 
there  should be brensts made to carry stars.” 

I L  Stars which they have neper earned,” said 
Pl~inens. 

‘6 Ah ! mcll; we will not fight  about it. Go 
rind earn your  star, auil I will say tbat it becomes 
you better than nny glitter on the coat of the 
D& of O m n i a n ~ ”  This she said with anearn- 
estness \vhich he conld not pretend not to notice 
os not to nnderstand. L‘ I toa mny bc able t o  
see tllnt the espress train is redy  greater than 
the mountain.” 

“Though, for your o m  life, you ~ o n l d  pr5 
fer to sit and gnze upon the snowy penks.’’ 

L‘ No-thnt is not so. For myself, 1 mot~lcl 
prefer to be of use son~ewbere-to some one, if 
it vere possible. I strive sometimes.” ’ 

C C  And I Rm sure snccessfdly.’t 
U Herer mind. I hntc to  talk nbont myself. 

You and the duke are fair subjects for conversa- 
tion ; you as the express train, mho mill p roh -  
bly do your sixty miles an  honr in safety, bnt may 
possibly go down R bank with n crash.” 

Certainly I may,” said Phineas. 
C r  And  the duke, RS the morrntain, which is fis- 

ecT in its stateliness, short af the power of some 
earthquake, which shall be grnnder and more 
terrible than any earthqunlre yet knomn. Bere 
wc are at the house again. I will go in and sit 
down for a while.” 

If I leave yon, Bfndame Goeder, I 15611 say 
good-bye till nest  winter.” 

c c  I shnl  be in town ngnin before Christmas, 
pou know. You vil1 come and see me T” 



c c  Faint  heart never won fair lady. But  YOU 
heart is never fuint. FarClTell.” 

Then hc Ieft her. Up to  this moment he ha  
not  Seen violet, and yet he ltnem that  she W C  
to there. She had herself told him  that sh 

to nccompany Lady Laura, whom h e  ha 
alrcndg met. Lady Baldock had not been ir 
ritcd, nnd had expressed great  animosity  again$ 
tile dt~kc  in cousequence. She hacl gone SO fa 
3s  to say thnt  the duke \vas a man at whose hous 
a young lady  such as her niece  ought not t0 k 
seen, B u t  Violet had laughed at this, and de 
clnrcd her intention of accepting the invitatior 
L‘ Go,” she Ilad said. Of course I S h l l  gC 
I should have broken my heart if I could not haV 
got  thele.”  Phineas  therefore was sure that sh 
must bc in the place. He had kept his eyc 
ever on the  alert, and yet  he had not found hel 
And now IE must keep  his  f~ppoiatment mit 
L a d j  Lnnra Keunedy. So he v e n t  down t o  th 
path by the  river, and there he found her sente 
closc by the wtcr‘s edge. I-Ier cousin  Barring 
ton Ellc was still mill1 hcr, but as soon as Phin 
eas joincd  them, Erla +ent awny. I hacl tol 
him,” mid Lady Laura, “ that I wished tb spcn 
to you, and he staid with me till you camc 
Thcre are morse meu thnn Parrington n grea 
deal.” 

1 am SUE of that.” 

I hopc so. I do not see so much of him a 
I clid w11en I lincl less to clo.” 

I I c  S J ~ S  thnt you llave got into nltogcther 1 

diflerent set.’’ 
ci I don’t know that. T llnve gone as circum 

stances have directed me, but 1 have certain]: 
no$ iutended to  throw over so old and good I 
friend ns Bnrrington Erle.” 

Oh-he does not blame you. 1% tclls mi 
that you have fonnd your way among what III 
calls  the  working-men of tllcparty,  and hc think 
TOLL nil1 do very well-if you can only be ya 
tient cnongh. We all expcctcd a diffcrent lin1 
froru J ou, you know-more of mords ancl less 01 
dcc&, if I may sny so--more of libcrnl omtor; 
n1h’L less of government action; but I do no 
Ccrnbt thnt   you aro right.” 
“ I think t h n t  I11nvc been wrong,” said Phin 

ens. “I am bccoming hcnrtily sick of officiali 
ties. ” 

“-Thnt comes from the ficltleness about which 
pnpn is so fond of quoting his Latin. Tho os  
desires tllc snddlc. The charger wants to  

c c  Xlc you and he still friends, Mr. Finn?” 

plOLlg11.” 
“ And which am I P” 
“YOLW career may combine the  dignity of tho 

one with the utility of tllc othcr. At any ratc 
1011 mnst not th ink  of changing now. Ilare you 
seen Alr. Kennedy  lately?”  She asked this 
qlrestion abruptly, showing  thnt  she wns anxious 
to get to the mxtter respecting  which shc had 
summoned him to her side, nnd that all t l ~ a t  she 
Ilad snid hitherto llnd been uttered as it mero il1 
prepratio11 of tllnt subject. 

‘‘ Sccn him ? ycs ; I sec him. B u t  wc llnrdly 
do nmrc thnn sj~~nk.” 

JVhy not 7’’ Pllinens stood for n moment 
in silence, Ilcsitnting. 6‘ Why is it thn t  110 and 
you do n o t  spenk?” 

“ Elow can I nusqcr  that question, Lady Lau. 
ra ?” 

‘‘ Do you know any reason? Sit down, or9 

4t13ut he has siid it-in so many words. Do 
you think that I w o ~ ~ l d  tell you such a story 
fnlselv?” 
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tholnght it best to keep my brother’s secret, as 
long as there was a secret to be kept, he told me 
that I had-lied to him.” 

I (cWl~at-with  that word?” 
L‘ Yes-with that very mord. He is  not pal 

ticnlsr  about  his mords, when he thinks it net: 
essary to express himself strongly. And he h a  
told me since that because of that  he could neve 
believe rnc again. How is it possible that a WC 
man should live with such a man?”  But wh, 
did she come to him with this  story-to  hir 
w110111 she 6ad beep accused of entertaining RS 
lover-to  him  mho of d l  her friends was the lm 
whom she should llave chosen as the recipien 
for  such n tale ? Phineas as he thought how II 
might best answer her, with what words he migb 
try to comfort her, could not but ask himself thi 
qmstion. “ The moment that  the ~ ~ o r d  was ou 
of his month,”  she ment on to say, r b I  resolve( 
that I would tell you. The accusation  is  agains 
you as it is against me, and is  equally  false tc 
both. I llave witten to hiru, and  there  is M; 
letter.” 

‘(Brit you will see him again?” 
‘c No-I will go to my father’s house. I havc 

already arranged  it. Mr. Kennedy has my let. 
ter by this time, and I go from hencc home wit1 
m y  father. ‘I  

‘(Do pou wish that I should read tlm letter.’ 
“ Yes - certnidy. 1 Nísh that you shouli 

read it. Should I ever meet him again, 1 shal 
tell him that you saw it.” 

They mcre nom standing close upon the river? 
bank, at  a corner of the grounds, and, thougl~ 
the voices of people sounded near to  them, theg 
more alone. Phineas had no alternative  but tc 
read the  letter which ‘NPS as follolvs :-- 

c g  After  what yon Bave said to me  it is impos- 
siblc thnt I should return to your house. Islinll 
meet my fatlier nt the Duke of Omnium’s, and 
hnvc already asked hin1 t o  give me an  asylum. 
It is my wish t o  remain tvhere\rer he may be, 
either in town or in the country. i Should I 
change my purpose in this, and  change my resi- 
dence, I will not fail to let you know*wvhereI gc 
nnd what I propose to clo. You I thAc must 
have forgotten  that I mas your wife; but I mill 
never forget it. 

‘‘You have accuscd me of having n lover. 
Pou can not have expected that I should con- 
tinne  to live with you after  such an accusation. 
For myselP I can  not  undcrstand how any man 
can have brought  himsellto bring such acharga 
ngninst his wife. Even  had it beentrue the  ac- 
cusation should not have been made by your 
month to my ears. 

That it is untrue I believe ‘you must be as 
meII n m r e  as I am myself. How intimato Imns 
with Mr. Binn, and what were the  limits of my 
intimacy with him yon knew before I married 
you. After our marriage 1 encouraged  his 
friendsllip till I found that tllero was something 
i n  i t  that dispIcased you- and, after learning 
tbnt, I discouraged it. Sou have said that he is 
m y  lover, but you have probably not defined for 
yourself thnf word very clearly. You have felt 
youmlf slighted because his name has been 
mentioned with praise-and your jealousy has 
been wounded because you have thought  thnt I 
have regarded him as in 8ome way superior to  
yourself. You hav0 never really thought  that he 

vas my lover-that be  spoke aorcls to me which 
ot11ers might  not bear, that he claimed from me 
aught  thnt R, wife rnny not give, that he received 
ought \vhicB n friend  should not receive. The 
accusation has been R coward’s accusation. 

‘61 shall be a t  my father’s to-night, and to- 
morrow 1 will  gct YOLI to let my servant  bring to 
me sneb things as are my own-namely, my 
clothes and desk, and n fern books. She will 
h o m  what T Tvvant. I trust  OLI may be happier 
without IL wife than ever you llave been with me. 
I llave  felt almost daily since w e  were marricd 
that you were L man who would havc been hap- 
pier withoat a wife than with one. Yours d- 
fectionately, LAURA lhNXEDY.” 

is a t  any make true,” she  said, tvhenPhh- 
ea5 had read the letter. 

TrLle Doubtless it is true,” said ?hineas, 
“except t ha t  I do not suppose he \vas C Y C ~  1’0- 
ally anpy with me, or jedous, or any thing of 
the sort-because I got  on wall. It secms ab- 
surd even to  think it.” 

“Thore is nothing too absurd for some men. 
I remember your telling m0 thnt he was \veak, 
and poor, and zznmorthy. 1 remember your say- 
ing so +hcn I first  tllought that  he might becornc 
my busbancl. I vis11 I hacl bclicvcdyou w l m  yod 
told mc so, I shouicl not llave mndo such n s11ip- 
wreck of myself RS I llave done. Thnt is n11 I 
had to say to YOU. After what has passed bo- 
tween us I d id  not; choose that you should bear 
how I was sepnrxted from my husband from any 
Lips but my own. I will go now and lind papa. 
Do not comc mith me, I p f c r  being donc,” 
Then he vns lcfr, standing by himselT, looking 
flown upon tbc rivcr as i t  glided by, I - o w  would 
it have bcen with  both of them if Lady Lama 
had accepted him three years ago, when she con- 
;ented to join her lot with that of Mr. Kennedy, 
xnd had rejected  him? As he stood ho hemd 
the sound of music from tho house, and rcmcm- 
bcmd that be  had come tliere with tllc one so-la 
3bject of seeing Violet Effingham. E a  had 
known thac ho would meet Lady Laura, and il 
had been in bis  mind to break through  that law 
of silence which  she had imposed upon him, and 
mce mom to ask her to  assist him-to implore 
!hor for tho salce o f  their old frí,endship to tell him 
rhether thmm might yet be for bim any cl1auco 
)f success. But in tho interview which had just 
;aken place it had been impossible for him to 
;peak a word of himself or of Violet. To her, 
.n her great desolation, hc could address himself 
)n no other  subject  than that o€ lm own misery. 
3ut  not  the less when sho vas talking to him 
rf her o m  sorrov, of her regret thnt she Izad not 
istened to him when in years past he had spoken 
liglltingly of Mr. KenneCLy, vas he thinking of 
lTiolet Effinghm. Mr. IIennedy  had certainly 
nistakcn thß signs of things when ha Ilad nc- 
:used his wife by saying  that  Phipcas was hcr 
over, Phineas had soon got over thnt early 
eeling ; and as far as he himself was concerned 
lad never regrottod Lady Laura’s mnrríagc, 

He romaincd  down by tho meter for a fern 
ninates, giving Lady Laurn timo to  esc~pc, and 
hen lie wvnndered across the grounds toward thc 
louse. It wv8s now about nine o’clock, and though 
Ilere were still many walking about the grounds, 
he crowd of people were in the rooms. Tho 
nusicians were ranged out on a veranda, so that 



their music might have been available for danc- 
ing within or without ; but the dancers had found 
the boards pleasanter than the  lawn, and the 
duke’s garden party was becoming a mere ball, 
wit11 privilege for the dancers to stroll  about the 
lawn  between the dances. And  in  this respect 
the fun mas better  than at R ball-that let the 
engagements made for partners be what t h e  
might, they could always be broken with easc 
Xo lady felt herself bound t o  dance with a cal 
dícr mho mm displeasing to her ; and some gen 
tlamcn were left sadly in the lurch. Phinen 
felt himself t o  be very much in  the 111rc11, evc 
afher he had discovered Violet Effingham stand 
iag up to  dance with Lord Pawn. 

He  bided ]lis time patiently, and   a t   hs t  11 
found his opportunity. “ Would she dance wit1 
him 1’’ She declnrecl timt she  intended t o  danc 
no more, and that she Izad promised to be read 
to  return Ixomc mith Lord Brcntford before tc; 
O ’ C ~ O C ~ .  (‘1 have pledged mysclf not to be afte 
ten,” SIE said, laughing. Then  she  put  her hanl 
npon his arm, and they steppcd out; upon the tcr 
race together. L ‘  €Inve you beard  any  thing ?’ 
she asked him, almost in a. whispcr. 

rcYes,’7 he said. ‘ 6 1  hnve lzcard what yo1 
mem. I have heard it all.” 

L‘ Is i t  not drenciful ?” 
“1 fear it ís the best thing slm can do. Sh 

has nevx been happy with him.” 
“ B u t  to be  nccused after that fashion--by hc 

husband !’? said VioIct. “One can 11urdly bc. 
licve i t  in  these  clays. And of n11 women shc i: 
trie Inst to deserve such accusation.” 

“Tllc very Inst,’l said Phincns, fecIing thal 
the  sutjcot WRS one upon wllich í t  mas not   cas^ 
for him to speak. 

“I can not conceive t o  whom ho can havo al. 
luded,” said Violct. Then Phinens began tc 
understand that Violet had not lzcard thc ~vhok 
s toq ;  but tha dii5cuIty of spcaking was still 
vcry great. 

“It lins been the result of ungo~ernnblo tem. 
per, ” hc said. 

“Ba t  n man docs not usually strive  to dis. 
honor himself because he is in n mgc. And  thk 
man ís incapnblc of rage. He must bo cursed 
vit11 onc of tllosc dark gloomy minds in which 
lova always lends to jcaloasy. Shc will ncvcr 
rcturn to 

“One cannot say. In many rcspccts i t   wo~~lil  
ba batter  thnt she shoald,” said Phineas. 

“Shc wil1 never return to hitu,” rcpcntcd Vio- 
l~t-’~ncver. WouIdyounclvisc hcr to do so?” 

“ROIV can I say? If one wcre cdled upon 
fur advice, one would think so mnch bcforc on0 
spakc. ” 
“I would not-not for a, minutc. What : to 

be accused of that I x h w  nre n m m  and tvom- 
an to live togcther after tIwc havo bccn sllcll 
mords bctween thcm? Poor Laura! tVllat n 
terribla end to all hcr high hopes 1 DO yon 110t 
grieve for her P’’ 

They wer0 nom nt somc distanca from the 
J~~ausc, and  Phincas  couldnot  bnt fee1 timt cllance 
had been very good to him in giving him op- 
portunity. Ehe wns Ieaning on his arm, and 
tlzcy wem donc, and she IV’VRS spoalring  to him 
with all the familiarity of old friendship. ‘ c  1 
wondor whether I may clxange tho subject,” said 
he, “ m d  ask yon a. W Q T ~  about; yourself ? J *  

“ W h t  word ?” she said sharply. 

L 6 I haye henrcl-” 
U What hare you I~card ?l’ 

‘ 6  Simply this-that you ara not now ns you 
were sis months ago. Your marriage was thcn 
fixed for 

“ I t  has been unfixed since  then,” s l~c said. 
“Yes-it has becn nnfixed. I know it. Miss 

Effinghnm, you will not be nngry with mc if I 
say that when I henrd  that  it WELS so, somcthing 
of a hope-no, X must  not  call it n hope-mmc- 
thing that longed to form itsclfinto hopc return- 
ed to my brcast, and from that hour to this has 
bccn the only subjcct on which I have cnrcd to 
think.” 

‘ G  Lord  Chiltcrn is your fricnd, Mr. Finn ‘¿” 
I k  is so, and I do not  think  thnt I lmvc cver 

been untruc to my friendship for him,” 
“130 says thnt no man lins ever hn(1 n trucr 

friend. & will swear to tlmt in n11 companies. 
And I, when it vns allowed to me to swear with 
him, swore it toa. As his friend, tot me tell 
you one thing-one tl~ing which I ~vsnld  mvcr 
tell to any other man-onc thing which 1 know 
I may tell you in confidence. Yon aro n gon- 
tloman, rund will not brenk my collfiilcncc?” 

“ I think I will not.” 
‘ I  I know yon wilt not, bccnusa you w c  n gcn- 

tlcman. I told Lord  Chiltcrn in tho nntumn of 
last year that Iloveil. him. And I did Ioye hh.  
1 sllall tzevcr h ~ v c  the same confcssion 1.0 mnlcc 
to nnother man. Thnt he and l. nro not now- 
on thosc loving tcrms--which onco cxistcd, cnn 
makc no diffcrcncc in thnt. A woman cnu not 
trnnsfcr IICP hcnrt. Tl~crc llave bccn tl~ings w l ~ i c l ~  
llnvc mndc me fed-tbnt I  as pcrlln])~ mistalml 
-in snying that I wou1d  bc-his  wifu. l3ut I 
;nid so, clnd cnn not now give myself to nntsthcr. 
Bcre is Lord 13rcntfort1, and WO will joiu him.” 
l!llcre  was Lord Brcntford wit11 Lttdy I,nurn on 
his arm, very gloomy-wsolving on what way 
ho might bo avcngad on the man wIm Irnd in- 
~ultcd his clnagbtor, €10 took but littlo notico af  
Phincaa ns ho resumed his charge ofMiss Emng- 
t m n ;  but t h  two ladies both wislletl him good- 
night. 

Goad-night, Ladg Laura,’’ snit1 II’llincns, 
;tanding witah his h n t  in his lzruncl--“ good-~~ight, 
Miss Eflìngham.” Then he W ~ R  nlunc-quita 
~lonc. Would it not ba well for hiln to go dmvn 
o tllc bottom of tho LICIICC’S garden, und Iling h i m -  
elf into  tllc qrrict rivcr, EO thnt tllcrc might bc 
m oud of llím ? 

__c__ 

ClIAPTEn LKV. 
TXIB CADINWJ MXNZSTEIZ AT m,~,Ar.om. 

PXIINIGM did not throw lrimsclf into tlm rivcr 
rom t h o  dt~kc’s  garden ; and wns  rcacly, in spitc 
If Violct; Eninghnm, to start for TCC~RUCZ wik11 
dr. Monk nt t110 ond of k110 fll*st wxdr in August. 
.’ho close of t l~n t  samon in Lonilon ccrtninly r v n ~  
.ot n hppy  pcriod of his lifa, ViolCC lind sl~okcn 
D him at‘tur snch a fadlion thnt ha could not; h i n g  
.irnsclf nok to balicve bar. Slm hnd Rivan him 
.o hint whether i t  tvas lilmly or unlikaly thnt 
he nnd Lord Cldlharn wonld bo roconcilcd; 
‘nt s l~c had conuincod him that ha could nat bo 
,llotvad ta talco Lord Chiltom‘s pllt].cc. “A wom- 
.n Can nat tmnsfcr lior hcast, a t a  lznd said. 
’hincas t v ~ s  well nv~nr~ that many wanzon do 
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same man can not be minister to both. If the 
people’s minister chooses to change his master 
and to  take  the queen’s shilling, something of 
temporary relief may be gained by government 
in the fact  that the other place will for a time be 
vacant. But there are candidates enough for 
snch places, and the vacancy is  not a vacancy 
long. Of course tho Crown has this p~dl ,  t h n t  i t  
pays vvnges, and the people do not.” 

(‘ I do not think that that influenced you,” 
said Phineas. 
“ I t  did not influence me. To you I will make 

bold to state so much positively, though it monld 
be foolish, perhaps, to do so to others. I did 
not go for the shilling, though I am so poor a 
man that the shilling is more to me than  it wonld 
be to almost any man in the Eouse. I took the 
shillin& much doubting, but guided in part by 
this, that I was ashamed of being afraid to  take 
it. They tolcl  me-Mr. Mildmay and the duke 
-that I could earn it to the benefit of tbc coun- 
try. I have nat  earned it, and  the country Zlns 
not been benefited-unless i t  be for the good of 
the country t h a t  my voice in the House shonlid 
be silenced. If I believe that, I ought to hold 
m y  tongue without taking n sdary  for holding 
it. I have macle a mistake, my friendr Such 
mistnkes made at my time of life can not be 
wholly rectified ; but, being convinced o f  my 
error, I must do the best in  my power to put my- 
self sight again.” 

There was n bitterness i n  all  this to Phineas 
himself which he could not but make plnin t o  hie 
compnnion. ‘c The Tuth is,” hc said, that 
n man in office must be a slave, and thnt slavery 
is distnsteful.” 

TIlerc I think you are wrong. If you mean 
that you can not do joint work with other men 
altogcther after your own fashion, the same may 
be said o f  all work. If youhnd stuck to the bar 
you must hwe pleaded your causes in conformity 
with instructions from the attorneys.” 

‘‘ I shodd have been guided by my own lights 
in advising those attorneys.” 

“ I can not see that you suffer any thing th& 
ought to go against the grain vith yon. You 
are bcginningyonng, nnd it is your fi& adopted 
career. With mo it is otherwise. If  by my 
telling yon this I shnII haw led pou &?+,stray, I 
shall regret my openness wit11 yon. Could Tie-  
gin again, I would willingly begin BS you began.” 

It  \vas a great day in  Killdoe,  thnt on which 
Mr. Monk arrived with Phineas at the doctor’s 
house. I n  London,.pcrhnps, a bishop inspires 
more m e  than n Cabznet Minister. I n  Rilldoe, 
where n bishop might be seen walking nbouf 
every day, the mitred dignitary of the chnrch, 
though  much loved, n‘as thought of, I fenq but 
IightIy; whereas a Cabinet  Minister coming t0 
stay in the house of x townsmnn was n tlling to 
be wondered at, to be talked about, to be afraid 
of, t o  be a fruitful source of conversation for .Q. 

gear to come ! There we1 e  many i n  Kilhloe, es- 
pecially among the cldcr lndies, who hnd shaken 
their heads  and expressed the snddest doubts 
when young Phineas rinn had first became R 
Parliament mm. And though by degrees they , 

had been half bronghtround, having been driven 
to acknowledge thnt he had been wonderfully 
successful as a Parliament man, still they hnd 
contmued to shake their heads among themselves, 
and to fear something in the future-until hß 



appeared at  his old home leading a Cabinet 
Minister by tho hand. There was such  assurance 
in this  that even old Bh‘s. Callaghnn, at  the 
brewery, gare may, and began to  say all manner 
of gooit things, and to praise the doctor’s luck in 
that he had a son gifted with parts so excellent. 
There mns R great desire to sec the Cabinet  Min- 
ister in the flesh, t o  be with him when he ate and 
drank, to watch the  gait  and  countenance of the 
mm, and to  drink wa&r from  this  fountain of 
state  lore which had been so monderful~y brou& 
among  them by their young townsmnn. Mrs. 
Finn was aware that  it behooved her  to be chary 
of her invitations, but the Indy from the brewery 
had said such good things of Mrs. Pinn’s Mack 
sman, that she carried her point, and mas invited 
to meet the Cabinet Minister at dinner on the 
day after his  arrival, 

&frs. Flood Jones and her dnnghter mere in- 
vited nlso to be nt the party. Whcn  Pl~ineas 
had been last at Eillaloe Mrs. Flood Jones, czs 
the render may remember, had remained with 
her daughter nt Floodborongh-feeling it to Ge 
her duty to keep l m  daughter away from tho 
dangcr of an unrequited  attachment.  Bnt i t  
seemed that hel- purpose was changed now, OL‘ 
that  &e no longer  feared the danger-for both 
Rlsrry and her mother were now again living in 
Killnloe, and Mary was at  the doctor’s house as 
much as ever. 

A day or  two bcfore the coming of the god 
and the demigod to the  little town, Barbnra Finn 
and her friend had thus come to undcrstnnd  ench 
other as they wnllred along the  Shannon sidc. 
c c  I am sim, my dear, that he is cngngcd  to 110- 
body,” said Barbara Finn. 

‘‘ And I nru sure, my said  Mary, c (  that 
I do not care whether heis  or is not.” 

What do you meap, Mary Pl’ 

mean ~ l l a t  I say. Why should I enre i’ 
Bire years ago I hnd n foolish dream, nnd now 
I am nmke again.  Think how old 18hnvc got 
to  be.’) 

Yes-yon are tmonty-three. Thnt has that 
to  do with i t?” 
(‘It llas this to do with it-thnt I am old 

enough to know botter. Mamma and I quite 
understand  each othr.  She used to be nngry 
with  him,  but she has got over all  tlmt foolish- 
ness nov. It alwnys mndc me so vexed; tho 
idea af being angry with n, man because-be- 
cause- I You know one can’t  talk  about  it,  it 
is so foolish. But thnt  is all over now.” 

‘‘ Do you mean to  say you don’t  care for him, 
Mary? Do yon remember what you usccl to 
smear to me less than two years ago Pl’ 

“ I remember it allvery well, nnd I remember 
what n goose 1 mas. As for caring for him, af 
C O U ~ S C  I dobecause he is your brother, ancl be- 
cause I llave known him rill my likFo, Bui if l m  
more going to  be marriod to-morrow, you would 

Barbarn Finn ~vnlked on for R couple of min- 
utes in silence before she replied. ( 6  &Inl*y,” shc 
said nt  last, ‘LI don’t  bolicve a wora of it.” 
“ Very welI-then all that I shall  ask of you 

is,that we may not talk about  him any moro, 
Mamma bdicves it, and  thnt is enough for mc.” 
Reiverthcless, they did talk  about  Phincos &Iring 
the W ~ O I Q  of thnt day, and very oftcn talked abont 
him afterward? as long ns Mary rcmninod at, 
Killdoe, 

d seo that  it mould make no differenco to me.” 

thcro would have baen giory in that, t h  otIGr 
glory was more to  her  taste. I t  was tho first 
time  in her life that she had  cvcr seen n C d h e t  
Minister, and I think that she IVYYAS a little disap- 
pointed at finding him so like  other middle-ngcd 
gentlemen. She had hoped thnt hlr. Monk 
would have assumed something of tho dignity 
of his position ; but he nssumed nothing. Nom 
the bishop, though he was n very rnild old m m ,  
did assumo something on the vcry fncts of liis 
apron nud knee-brceches. 

I am surc, sir, i t  is vcry good of you to conm 
and put up with o~~rhnmble  wny of living,” said 
Mrs. Finn t o  hcr gnest, ns thay sat down nt tn- 
blc. And yct she Ilad resolved that s110 would 
not make any speech of  t;llc kind-thnt slm would 
condescend t o  110 apology-that she ~ ~ o u l d  bear 
herself as though a Cabinet Minister dined with 
her  at lenst once n year. But when tllc momcnt 
came, she broke down, and mndc this apology 
with almost abject meekness, and tllcn hated 
l~erself becausc shc 11nd donc so. 

ceMy dear madam,” said Mr. Monk, ‘( I live 
myselfso mucl1 likc a liermit timt your lmusc is 
n pnlacc of lusnl.y to MC.” Tlltll he felt tl1at 
Ilc llnd mndu n foolish speech, nnd ho also lintecl 
llimself. 110 found it vcry diflicult to  tnllc to  
his hostess npon nny subjcct, until by cl~nllcc 110 
mentioned bis young fsicnd Phinoas. %hes l m  
tongue ~ v n s  unloosed. (‘Your son, nxudnm,” 110 
said, “is going wilIr me to  Limorick n11d back 
to Dublin, Xt; is n shnmc, I know, 1,nking him 
so soon away from horno, bat I should not know 
how to get on without him.” 

4LOh,*Mr. Monk, i t  is  such n blcssing far him, 
and such nn honor for LIS, that you shuuld 130 so 
good to him.”  Then  the nlotllcr spola ont n11 
her past fcars nncl all llcr prcscnt I~opes, ancl  nc- 
knowledgod the Grcnt glory which it wm to llar 
to have n son sitting  in I’nrliamcnt, llallli~~g an 
office wi th  a stntely m m o   a n d  ngrcnt st1111ry, nnd 
blcssccl with the friendship of suc11 n nlnu ns Mr. 
Monk. After thnt Mr. Monk got on bottcr with 
hcr. 
“1 don’t know any young mm,” said he, ( I  in 

whoso cnrcer I: lmvo tulrcn so fitrong an intorcst.” 
“130 wns nlwnys goocl,” snid Mrs. Finn, wit11 

n toar forcing itself inlo the  corner OP cacl1 oye. 
nrn his molllcr, and o f  courso I wght not t o  

sny so-not in tbis way ; but it is truc, Mx.. 
Monk.” And the11 tho poor lady J V ~ N  obliged 
to rnisc her 11nndkcrchicE and wipc nway the 
dr0ps. 

l”cns on this occasion hnd tnlccn ont to din- 
nor tho mother of his devoted Mary, Mrs. Fiood 
Jones. ‘L7NI~at n p1cam.w it must, bu to t h  
doctor nnd Mrs. Finn to sco yotz  colno back in 
this ~v~ny,” said Mrs. PIood Joncs. 

With d l  my bonos unbroken T” sai4 ho, 
laughing, 

YCS ; with n11 your bones unbrokcn. You 
know, Phinans, when mo first hcnrd thnt you 
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Lady Blood h n d  once passcd t h e e  months in  
London whilc St. Patrick had been aliye, wllcrc- 
as Mrs. Stnclrpoolo hnrl ncver clone more th11 
visit tho alctropolis for a day or two. 

Oh, no donbt,” snicl Mrs. Stnckpoole ; “but 
I never can unde~stnncl.,what ir, is that people 
cspcct. I suppose hlr. Monk ought to llave 
colm with his stnrs on the breast of his  cant, t o  
h n ~ c  pleased L a d y  Blood.” 

“My dcnr Mrs. stack pool^, Cabinet Blinis- 
tcrs don’t IIXW stars,” said Lndy Blood. 

never said thcy did,” snidMls. Stackpoole. 
130 ìs so nice alld gcntlc t o  talk to,” said 

Mrs. Finn. “You may sny what you will, but 
nlcn w110 arß high I I ~  do very often givc them- 
selves airs. Now I must say illat  this fricnrl OP 
my son’s does not do any thing of tlmt 1;ind.” 

“Not the letut,” snid h h .  Callnghrm. 
‘ I  Quite tllc contrary,” snid M Y S ,  Stnclcpoole. 
lLI dare sny 110 is n monrlerful n m , ”  snid 

Lady Biood. “All 1 sny is, that I didn’t hear 
nnp thing mondcrful come out of liis mouth; 
nnd ns for peoplc in Emis  walking 011 two Icgs, 
I hnvc sec11 donkeys in Limerick doing j a s t  thc 
;ame thing, ” Now it ~vns  d l  known tllnt Mrs. 
Stnckpoole I1nd two sons living in  Limcrick, ns 
to ncitllcr of mllom w n s  it cspccted that he 
woulcl set tho Sllnnnon on  firc. Aftcr this little 
;pccc11 tllcre w n s  no fnrtlux  mcntion of &h. 
klonk, ns it  bccnma  ncccssriry thnt u11 tho good- 
Intolo of Mrs. Finn nnd n11 tho tnct of Mrs. 
Flood Joncs and  all t h  energy OF Mrs. Cnlla- 
:han sl~oulcl bo used, to prevent the  mging of nn 
ntcrnccinc battle between Mrs. Stnclcpoolu and 
Lady Blood. * 

__6__ L 
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had in  i t  nothing of joy, and her glory was vel 
sad. Of course she would care for  him no mol 
-more especiaHg as  it \vas so very evident that l 
cared not nt all for her. But  the very fact c 
her keeping out of flis way, madc her acknom 
edge to llerself that 1w.P position was very mise 
able. She had decla~ed to her mother  that s1 
might  certainly go to  Killaloe with safety-thr 
i t  would be bettcr for her to put herself i n  t1 
way of meeting  him 8s an old friend-thnt tf 
idea of tile necessity of shutting herself up bt 
cause o€ his approach, rvns the one thing t h  
gaye her ren1 pain. Therefore her  mother ha 
brought her to Killaloe and  she had met him 
but her fancied security had deserted  her, an 
she found herself to be miserable, hoping fc 
something she did not know what, stiIl drean 
ing of possibilities, feeling during every morner 
of bis presence with  her thnt some special cor 
tinct mas necessary on her part. She could nr 
make furt11er  confession to her mother and as 
to be carried bnck t o  J?Ioodborougb; but s11 
knew that she was verg wretched a t  Killaloe. 

As for Phinens, ho hrtd felt that his old frien 
wns vcry cold to him. 1% was in  that h u m  
vith reference  to  Violet Effingham .which men: 
ed especially to require consolation. IIe knet 
nom that n11 hope WELS over there. Violet Effini 
ham could never be his wife. Even  vere sh 
not to marry Lord Chiltcrn for  the  next fiv 
ycam, she .rvould not, during those five years 
marry any other man. Such was our hero’ 
conviction ; and, suffering under this conviction 
Be mns in want of the comfort of feminina synl 
pathy. E n d  Mary known nil this, and hnd i 
suitcd  lier  to play such n part, I think shc migh 
Elave 1~adPllinens ;It her feet before he lind beel 
a meek nt home. But she liacl kept aloof fron 
him and lmd heard nothing of his sorrows. A 
a natural consequence of this, Phinens vas mor! 
i n  love with her than ever. 
On the evening before he started with MY 

Blonk for  Limerick,  he mnnaged to be alont 
with her for n fcw minutes. Barbara may prol: 
ably  have assisted in  bringing nbout this ar 
rangement, and had, perhaps, been guilty ol 
some treacl~ery-sisters in such circumstance 
will sometimes be very treacherous ta thci 
friends. I feel sure, however, that Mary herse1 
ITLU qctito innoccnt of any gnilc in  the lnntter. 

‘t&hry,”  Phineas said to ker sucldcnly, ‘‘i 
seems to me tllat you llave woìdcd me purpose. 
lp ever since I haw been a t  home.” She smile( 
and blushed ~ n d  stammered and snid notbing, 
‘‘ERS there been any reason for it, Mary ?I’ 

“NO reason at all that I know of. she said. 
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‘I T e  used to be snch grcat í‘ricnds. 1)ot Urnen fistencd to llim i n d  1iI;ccl I h n  t o   s p c n ~ ~  
“Thnt was before you IVWC a great man, But; Mr. Robson had-mn~ricd n moTnm’L with 

Phineas. It must  necessarily bc different now. money. Oh, why-why, had not Violct Efll~~g- 
You know so mnny people now, and people of ham bccn kinder to him? I h  mi& evcn y t ,  
such n clifferent sort, that of COUTSC I fall n little pcrhnps, mnrry n woman mit11 money. I h t  IE 
into the bnckgronnd.” could not bring himself to do so unlcss he loved 

’#When YOU t d k  in that may, Mary, I know her. 
thnt yon are laughing nt me.” The upshot of thcllublin meeting was that  ho 

‘ I  Indeed, indeed 1 am not.” also positiveIi1)lccIgcd 11imself to snpport during 
‘c I believe there is no one in tbc whole world,” thc next scssion of Parlinment a bill ulvocnting 

he said, after n panse, Lcwhose friendship is tenant-riKht. I am sorry you vent; so ftlr as 
more to me than yours is. I think of it so oft- that,” Mr. Biank said t o  him almost ns soon ns 
en, Mary. Sag thnt when IVO come bnck i t  the meeting was over. Thcy nrcrc stancling on 
shall be between 11s ns it uscd to be.” Then 110 the picr nt+Kingstown, nnd Mr. Monk w n s  pre- 
prit out his hand for hers, and she could not paring to rctctrn to Englnnd. 
help giIting it to him. “ Of courm therc mill be And why not I as fm as y o t ~ ? ’ ~  

n ,  

people,” he said, I‘ who talk nonsense to me, and 
one can not help i t ;  but I will not pnt up with 
it from you.” 

c t  I did not mean to talk nonsense, Phineas.” 
Then there cnmc some one across thcm, ancl the 
conversation was ended; but the sound of llis 
voice remained on her ears, ancl she could not 
help to remember that he had declared that hey 
friendship WBS dearer to  him than the friendship 
of any one else. 

Phineas went with Mr. Monk first to Limerick 
and then to Dublin, and  found himself nt bot11 
places to be regarded as a hero only second to 
the great hero. At both places the one snbject 
of debate was tennnt-right-conld nny thing be 
done to make it; profitable for men  with capital 
to put their chpitnl into Irish h n d .  The fcrtil- 
ity of tho soil  vas questioned by no one-nor 
the sufficiency of external circumstnnccs, such 
as railrortds and the like-nor the abundnnce of 
labor-nor evcn security for the  wealth to be 
produced. The only difficulty mas in this, thnt 
the men who were to prodncc the wealth had 
no gnarnntee  that it wodd be his  when it was 
created. In  England and elsewhere such  gnar- 
antces mere in esishcnce. Might  it not be pos- 
sibIe to introduce them into Ireland ? Thnt was 
the question which Mr. Monk had  in hand ; and 
in wrious speeches which he madc both bcfom 
and  after the dinners given to him, l m  pledgcd 
himself to keep it well in hancl when Purliament 
should mcct. Of course Phineas spoke also. 
It was impossiblc that he shonId be silcnt when 
his friend and lencler I V ~ S  pouring ou t  his clo- 
quence. Of course he spoke, and of course he 
pledgcd himself. Something lilw the old plens- 
L I ~ C S  of the debating society rcturned to  him, as 
standing upon a platform before n sllouting mnl- 
:itu¿ie, 110 gam f u l l  vent to his mords. In the 
Eousc of Commons, o€ lntc  hc hacl bccn 80 cab- 
md, cribbed, and confined by ofico ns to 11am 
injoyed nothing of this. Indeed, from the com- 
mencement of his career, h o  11nd fnllen so thor- 
mghly  into the dccorttm of Government ways, 
RS to haw missed altogethcr the clelights of that 
vild irresponsible oratory of which Mr. hhnk 
had spoken to him so often. IIe Ilnt1 cnvicd 
men below t h  gmgway, mho,  tlloLlg11 snp1)ort- 
.n& the Governmcntd main qucstions, conld gct 
.lp on their legs whcnevcr the IIonsc wns ft111 
moagll to make it worth tllcir while, nud say 
dmost whatcvcr they pleased. There n‘ns that 
bTr, Robson, who litcrnlly did  my j u s L  whnt 
lame uppcrmost 7 n n r l  tllc thing timt cnmc up- 
xrmost wns ofccn ill-nntnred, oftcn nnbccoming 
.ho rrnvítv OC the I-Ionse. tvns nlmnvs stnrtlinp 
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Because I liad  thought  nbont  ít, nnd I d 
not tllinlr thnt you have. I am prcpnrcd to re 
sign m y  office to-morrow ; and  directly  that 
can see Mr. Gresham ancl explain to him w h a  
I have done, I shall offer to do so.’’ 

I C  He won’t nccept your resignation.” 
(‘ IIe  must  accept  it, unless he is prepared t 

instruct  the  Irish  Secretary  to  bring  in  such 
bill ns I can support.” 
“ I shnll bo exactly  in the same boat.” 

But you ougllt  not to be in  the same bost- 
nor nced you. My advice to yon is to say notk 
ing  about i t  till  you  get back to London, an1 
thcn speak to Lord Cnntrip. Tell him  thnt Y O  
will  not say any thing on the  subject  in t11 
HOLISC, but that in  tho  event of there  being I 

division you hope to be allo\ved  to  vote ns 01 
an opcn question. I t  may be that I sl~nll ge 
GrCsIlam’s msent, and if so we shnll  bc  all right 
If1 do not, and if they choose to mnkc i t  n poin 
with you, you must resign also.” 

O f  course I shnll,” said PJ~inens. 
‘(But X do  not  think  they will. Yon havl 

becn too mt‘ful, and they  will wish to avoid thc 
weakness which comes to n  ministry From cllang 
ing its  team. Good-bye, my dcnr  fellow;  ant 
remcmber this-my Inst word of advicc  to y01 
is to stick by tho ship. I am qnitc sure i t  is t 
carecr wl~icll will suit you. I did  not begin i 
soon enough.” 

Pllincns wns latllcr mclanclloly ns IE returnec 
d o n c  to Iiillnloe. It was all very well to bi¿ 
him  stick to tho ship, and  he  knew ns meIl m 
nny ona cocllil tell  him how material the s h i ~  
mns to him ; but  there arc circumstnnces in  whicl~ 
n rnnn cnn  not  stick to his ship-can not  stick, 
nt least,  to  this  spccial  Government  ship. 13c 
kL1CIv tllnt  whither Mr. Monk went, in this ses- 
sion, he must follow. He  had considerable hope 
thnt whcn Mr. Monk  cxplnincd his purpose to 
tllc l’rime I\linister, t h  Prime Minister would 
fecl l~imself obligcd to give way. In that cnsc 
1’llinc:ts wonld not only bc nblc to kccp hie 
offlco, bat .vvould have  such nn opportunitpy of 
making n speech in  Pnrlinnlent as circumstnnces 
lm1  ncvcr  yet given to him. When he wn: 
ngnin nt llomo he mid  nothing to his  f t~tl~cr o1 
to thc  Ilillnlocinns ny to t110 dnnger of his posi- 
tion. Of what uso woulcl it  be to mnkc hi: 
mother and sister miserable, or to incar  the me- 
lcss counscls of the  doctor? T h y  seemed to 
think liis spccch nt  Dublin  very fine, and mero 
nevcr tired of tdking of whnt Mr. Monk nnrl 
Phincns mcrc going to do ; but  the  iden  hnd  not 
corne homo to thcm  tlmt if Mr. Monk or Phincns 
chose to do nny thing on thcir own account,  thcy 
must givc up the plnccs which  they llcld under 
tllc Crown. 

It  vas Septcmber  when  Phincas found him- 
self bnck n t  Iiillaloe,  and be tvns due to be at  
his C J ~ ~ W  in London in  November. The excite- 
lncnt of Mr. Monk’s company wns now over, nnd 
hc hnd nothing to do but to receive  pouches 
full of official pnpcrs from the  Colonial Office, 
nnd study all the  statistics  which cama withiu 
his rcnch in  reference to  thc proposcd ncw law 
for tcnant-rigllt. I n  the  mean  time Mary mas 
still  living  with  hcr mother at ICillaloe, and still 
kept  llcrselr  somewhat aloof from the m m  she 
lovad. H o w  could i t  he possible for  him not to 
give way in  such  circumstances as t h e ?  

One day  he found llimsclf talking to her d o n t  

himself, and speaking to her of his own position 
with more franltness than hc ever used with his 
own fxnilv. He had begun by reminding lier 
of timt cdnvcrsntion wllich they 11nd llrtd be- 
foTe lle went away with  Mr. Monk, and by re- 
minding  her also thnt she had promised to rc- 
turn to lm* old friendly ways mith him. 

L‘ Nay, Phinens ; there was no promise,” she 
said. 

And arc we not to be friends P” 
I only say thnt  I made no  particular prom- 

ise. Of course wc arc friendu. We have nl- 

z  at wotlla yo11 sny if you heara  that 1 
hncl resigned my office and  given  up my seat ?” 
hc asked. Of COLI~SG she expressed lier surprise, 
almost  her horror, nt such an idcn, nnd then hc 
told her every thing. 1t.tooklong  in  thc telling, 
becaasc it wns necessary that he should cxplnin 
to her the wol.l;ing  of  tho system which made i t  
impossible for him, as a member of tho Govera- 
ment, to cntertnin nn opinion of his omn. 

And do you mem  thnt you would Iode yonr 

ra s been friends.” 

salnry P” shc csked. ‘‘ Ccrtainly I slloulcl.” 

IXc Inn&d as he nclcnowledgcrl thnt i t  \.voulrl 
be drcadful. I t   is  vcry dreadful,  Mary, to 
hwe nothing to ent and drink.  But  what is a 
man to do ? Would you rccornlneud me to say 
that black is white?” 

am sure you would never do thnt.” 
=LLYou sec, & h g ,  it is very nice to bo cnlleii 

by 8 big namc  and t0 llave n snlnry, and i t  is 
rery comfortable to be envied by one’s friends 
tnd enemies-but thorc nre clrawbncks. Tllcrc 
s this cspecinl drawbnck.” Then  he pnnscil for 
L molneut b e r m  110 ment on. 

Would  not  that be vcry dreadful P” 

“ Wllet espccinl drawback, Phincns P” 
t (  A man  can not c10 what ho pleases with him- 

d f .  IJom can n  mnn  mnrry, so circumstanccd 
IS I n m  ?” 

She llcsitntcd for n moment, and  then  she an- 
mered him--CL A n ~ a n  mny ba very happy with- 
Int marrying, I mppose.” 

130 also pnusecl for mnny  moments bcforc he 
;polie again,  and s110 then made n faint attempt 
:o escape from him. 33ut bcforc shc succeeded 
hc Ilad nsked l m  a qncstion which arrested her. 
I wondcr whctIler yon would listen to mo if I 

were  to tell you a history?” Of C O L I ~ S C  shc 
listencd, and the history ho told hcr was thc  talc 
of his loro for Violet li;ffinghnm. 

And s l~e  hns money of hcr own?” Mq- 
as1;cd. 

d ‘  Yes-sha is rich. She has a Inrgc fortune." 
‘‘TBcn, Mr. Finn, you must seek some one 

clse who is equally blessed.” 
‘t R.IIary, that is nntruc-that is ill-nnturcd. 

You c10 not mean that. Say  thnt you do not 
mcnn it. You have not  bclicvcd  that I lovcd 
Miss Effinghnm bccnuse she mas rich.” 
‘L Bat  you have told me thnt you could lovc no 

one who is not  rich.” 
“I have said nothing of the kind. Love is 

involuntary. I t  docs not run in n yoke with 
pndmcc.  I llave told yon my history ns far 
as it  is concerncd with Violet Effinghnm. I diil 
love her  vcry daarly.” 

‘L Did lore hcl; Mr. Finn ?” 
Yes-dicl love her. 1s therc  any  inconstan- 

cy i n  acnsing to love whcn onc is wt lovcd Q 
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IS there inconstancy in changing one’s love, Only this-that we have engaged ourselves to 
and in loving agfm?” j marry each other. I t  is quite a trifle-is it not, 

occasion was becoming so embarrassing  that she Oh, Barbara !” said the  joyful  girl, spring- 
no longer mas able to reply with words that  had ing formnrd into her friend’s arms ; ‘( I do be- 
a meaning in them. lieve I am the happiest creature on the face of 

paused, but of course she had not a syllablc t o  ----C-- 

say. “1 have changed my love. But I could 
not speak of a new passion till I had  told  the CHAPTER LXVII. 
story of that which has passed away. You have 
heard  it all now, Mary. Can you try to  love 
me, after  that P,) I t  had come at last-the thing BEFORE Phineas  had  returned  to London his 
for which she  had been  ever wishing. I t  had engagementwithMal.y Plood Jones was known to 
come in spite of her imprndence, and  in  spite of all his family, was Imown to Mrs. Plood Jones, 
her prudence. When she had heard him to the and was indeed known gcnerally to all Killaloe. 
end  shewas not a whit angry with him-she was That other secret of his, which hac1 reference  to 
not in the  least aggrievod-bccnnse he had been the probability of his  being obligecl to throw up 
lost to her  in his love for this Miss Effinghnm,  his office,  mas  known  only to nlIa~*y hcrsclf. He 
wide she had been so nearly lost by her loye for thought that he had done d l  that honor  required 
him. For women such episodes in  the lives of of him in telling her of his position bcfom he 
their lovers have an  excitement nrhich is almost had proposed-so that she might on that  ground 
pleasnrable, whereas each m m  is anxious  to refuse him if she were so minded. And yet ha 
hear his lady swear that until he appeared upon had known very mcll that such prildenco on her 
the scene her  heart  had been fancy free. Mary’ part mas not to be espectecl. If she loved him, 
upon the whole, had liked the story-had thought of  coursc shc wonld say so when she was aeltecl. 
that it Ilad been finely told, andemas wc11 plcased And  he  had known that she loved him. Thero 
with the  final catastrophe. But, nevcrtheless, may be delay, Ma~y,” he said to her ns hc WIE 
she mas not prepared with her reply. ( t  Ihn  going. Nay, there must bc delay, if I am 
you 110 answer to give me, Mary?” he said, obliged to resign.” 
looking up into  her eyes. I am afraid that he ‘(1 do nat care a straw for dclay if yon will be 
did not  doubt what would be her answer-m it  truc to me, ” she said. 
mould be good that n11 lovers should do. “You “ Do you doubt my tr~lth, dearest?y’ 
must rouchsafe me some mord, “~I-J.” “Not in thc least. I will swear by i&  as  the 

When she essayed to speak she found thnt  she one thing  that is truest in thc mo~W.” 
was dumb. She could not get hcr roice to give ‘L Yon may, dearest. And if this d10dd coma 
her the assistance of a single word. She didnot to pass I must go to work mld pnt my shonldcr 
cry, but there mas a motion as of sobbing in  lier  to  the wheel, and earn nn inconle for yon by my 
throat which impeded all utterance. She was as old profession  before I cnn make you my wife. 
happy as earth-ns heaven could make her ; but With such n motive before me I know that 1 
she  did  not know how to tell him that she ma8 shall  earn  an irwmw.” And thus they pnrtcd. 
happv. And yet she longed to tell it, that he Mary, though of COUI’SC she would have prcfcrrcd 
migh; know hom thankful shewas  to  him  for his that hor future husband should remain in  his 
goodness. Be still sat looking nt her, and nov high office, that he should be n mcmbcr of P R I L  
try degrees he had got her hand in his. ‘‘ Mary,’)  linment  and an Under - secretary of State, ad- 
he said, will YOLK be my wife-my omn wife ?” mitted no doubt into  her  mind to disturb lrcr 

When  half  an hour had passed, they were still hnppincss ; ancl Phinens, though hc had nlnny 
together, and now she  had found the use of her misgivings ns to the  prudence of what he had 
tongue. u Do whatever you like best,’’ she donc, was not the less strong in his resolution 
said, “I do not care wl~ich yon do. If you of constancy and cndurancc. H o  .tvould throw 
came to me to-morrow and told me you had no up his position, rcsign his sent, and go to work 
income, it would make no difference. Tl~ough nt the  bar iustnntly, if ho found that his indc- 
to love yon and to have your love is n11 the world pendcnce LIS n man required him l o  do so. And, 
to me-thongh it makes all  tho differcnce bc-  above d l ,  Iet come what might, ho  would bc truo 
tveen misery and happiness--I  mould sooner to Mary Elood Jones. 
give up thnt than be 1~ clog on you.” Then  he December  vas hnlf over before IIC saw Lorcl. 
took her in his arms and kissed her. ‘‘ Oh, Cantrip. Yes, yes f’ said Lorcl Cantrip,  wl~en 
Phincas !” she said, L i  I do love you so entirely.” the Under-secretary began to tell his story. U I 

‘‘ My own one.” saw what you mere about. I wish I llnd bccn at 

i t  all always ! Never mind. Now you arc my If yon ltnem tho country as I know îc, you 
own-are yon  not P” mould be as eagor about it as I am.” 

g L Indeed yes, denrest.” “Then I can  only  say that I nm very glad 
“Oh, vha t  a thing it is to bG victorious a t  that I do not know the  country ns you know it. 

‘‘Vhat on earth  are YOU h o  doing hcre these to innkc himself useful he should stick to some 
two hours together ?” said Barbara, bursting into special kind o€ woik. With yon it’s n  thousand 
tho room. pities that yon shonld not do so.” 

1 do not know,” said Mary, to whom the I Mary?” 

If there be, dear, I am inconstant.” He this earth.” 

JOB’S COXFOBTERS. 

Yes ; your own opa. But if you had known your elbow.” 

last.,’ You see, $inn, it’s my iclca thnt if n man wants 

c c  What are we doing P” said Phineas, “ You think, then, I ought to resign T” 
“ Pes-what are you doing ? ’ j  c‘ I don’t shy any  thing about that. As you 
“Nothing in pn~-ticular,” snicl Mary, wish it, of coursc 1’11 speak to Gresham, llfonlc, ‘‘ Nothing at all in particdar,” said Phineas. I believe, has resigned alrcndy.” 
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his friend Lawrence that he thought it possibh 
thab Madame Goesler might accept him were h( 
to propose marriage to  her. He knew, of course, 
that  thnt mode of escape from his  difficultie: 
7 ~ s  out of the question for him, but he could no 
explain this to Lamenee Fitzgibbon. 

4‘1 am sorry to hcar that you have taken UI 
a cause,” said Barrington Erle to him. 

“It is a pity-is i t  not?” 
(‘And  the  worst of it  is  that you’ll sacrificc 

yourself and do no good to the cause. I nevel 
knew n man break away in this fashion, and nol 
fccl afterrnard that  he Ilad done it all for noth- 
ing.” 

“But  what is a man to do, Barrington? Hc 
can’t smotllcr his convictions.” 

c c  Couvictions ! There is nothing on earth thal 
I’m so much afraid of in a young member of 
Parliament ns convictions. There  arc ever SC 
many rocks against which men get broken. Ont 
man can’t keep his temper. Another can’t holc 
his tongue. A third can’t; say n word unless h c  
Ilas been priming himself half a session. A fonrtl 
is nlwqs thinking of himself, and wanting  mon 
than he can get. A fifth is idle, nnd won’t bc 
there  when he’s wanted. A sixth is always i r  
the way. A seventh lies so thnt you nevcr car 
t u s t  him. I’ve had  to do wit11 them all, but c 
fellom with convictions is the worst of nll.” 
“1 don’t seehow a fellow is to l ~ l p  himself,’ 

said Phineas. When n fellow begins to meddlc 
with politics they mill come.” 

“Why can’t you grow into  thcm gradnally ns 
your betters and elders hare done bbforc you i: 
It ought to be enough for any  man wllen ha be- 
gins to know thnt he’s a Liberal. I-Io unclcr- 
stands which side of the Rouse he’s to vote,  and 
w110 is to lend him. What’s the meaning of 
having n leader to a party, if it’s not  that? Do 
you think  that you and Mr. Monk can go and 
malce n government betmen you P’’ 

‘“CVhatevcr I think, I’m sure he doesn’t.’’ 
c c  I’m not so sure of that. But look llcrc, Phin- 

ens. I don’t care two straws about Monk’s go- 
ing. I always thought  that MiIdmny nncl tho 
duke were wrong wlmn they  askcd  him to join. 
I knew he’d go over the traces-unless, indced, 
hc took his money and clic1 nothing for it, which 
is the  way with some of those Radicals. I look 
upon him as gone.” 

c‘ €Io has gone. ” 
“The devil go along with him, as you say in 

Ireland.  But don’t you be such x fool as to ruin 
yourself for n crochet of Monk’s. I t  isn’t too 
lata yet for yon to  hold back. To  tell you the 
truth, Gresham has said a word to  mc  abont  it 
already. He is most ansions  thnt you should 
stay, but of course you can’t stay and vote ngninst 
m I’ 

w 6 O f  course I can not.’’ 
c c  I look upon you, yon know, RS in some sort 

my orpn chiId. I’ve tried to  bring other felloms 
forward who seemed to havo something in them, 
but I have  ncrer succeeded as I have with yon. 
You’ve hit  the  thing off, and hava got  the ball 
at gour foot. Upon my honor, in the mholo 
course of my experience I hava naver known 
such good-fortune as yo~~rs.” 

‘‘And I shnll always .remember hom i t  be- 
gan, Barrington,” said Phineas, who was greatly 
moved by the energy nnd solicit~ldc of his friend. 

“But, for God’s sake don’t go nnd destroy it 

* 

all by such mad perversity as this. They mcnn 
to do something next session. Morrison is go- 
ing to take it up.” Sir Walter Morrison wns at 
this time Secretary for Ireland. “ But of course 
me can’t let  a fellow like  Monk  take the  matter 
into his own hands just  when he pleases. I call 
i t  d-d treachery. I’ 

‘ c  Monk is no traitor,  Barrington.” 
c (  Men will have their own opinions about thnt. 

It’s generally understood that when R mnn is 
Wked to take a sent in the Cnbinct he is es- 
pected to conform with his colleagncs, unless 
something very special turns up. But I am 
speaking of you now, and not of Monk. You nro 
not a man of fortuna. Yon c m  not  afford to 
make ducks and drakes. You are  excellently 
placed, and yon have plenty of time to hark bnck 
if you’ll only listen to reason. All thnt  Irish 
stump balderdash will never be thrown in  your 
teeth by us, if you will jnst go on ns thoug.11 it 
kacl never been uttercd.” 

Thinens could only tllnnk his friend foor his 
advice, which mas nt least disinterested, and T V ~ S  
good of its kind,  and tell hin1 thnt he mould think 
of it. €Ie did think of it very much. 110 nl- 
most thought that, mere it to do again, he wonld 
nllow Mr. Monk t o  go upon his tour ~ O I I C ,  imd 
keep himself hom tllc utterance of any  thing 
that so good a judge ns Erle could call stlrmp 
bdderdah. As he sat  in his arm-clmir in liia 
room at tho Colonial OiEce, with clispatc11-boxc~ 
around him, and oficial pnpcrs sprcnd beforo 
him-feeling himsclf to be one of tllosc tvho in 
truth mnnngcd and governed tllc afrtiirs of Illit; 
great nation, fccling also thnt if he rclinquislled 
his post now hc could never regain it-lm did 
wish that he hacl been a little lcss in lova ~ y i t h  
inrlependenco, n littlo  quictcr in  liis Bonstings 
;hat no official considcrntions should evcr silenco 
lis tongue. But all tllig mas too lntc now. 110 
;new that his skin mns not thick: enough to bcnr 
;he arrows of those nrcbe1.s who wotrld bend thcjr 
JOWS agninst him if ho should now clara to  voto 
Rgainst Mr. Monk’s motion, His own party 
might bo willing to forgive and forgct ; Lut tllcre 
would be others who would l1nve rend tl1osc  rc- 
ports, and ~voul¿l  nppenr in tllc IIouse with illo 
xlious tell-tnle ncwspnper~ in their 11nncls. 

Then he rcccived n Icttcr from his fnther. 
Some good-nntured pcrson 11nd cnligl~tcnoil tho 
doctor as to the danger i n  which his son wns 
placing  himself. Dr. Finn, who in his  OW^ pro- 
!ession wns a very cxccllcnt nnci wcll-instructcd 
m m ,  Ilad bccn so ignorant of l’arlinmontnry 
;nctics, as to llave been proud nt his son% succcss 
It  the Irish rncotings. I-Ic had thot~ght thnt 
Phineas \-vas carrying on his trade as II yublic 
jpedcer mith proper ~11ergy a11d continncd SUC- 
:ess. He had cared nothing himsclf for tcnnnt- 
:ight, and hnd ackno~vledged t o  Mr. Dfonk t h n t  
ze could not unclerstancl in wwhnt it  wns thnt cllu 
’nrrncrs mere wronged. But hc knew tllnl; Mr. 
Xonk mas a Cnbinct; Minister, and h o  tllought 
;lint Phincas W ~ S  enrninghis snlnry. T l m  tllcro 
:ame some on0 who undeceivod him, and tho pn- 
mnnl  bosom ofthedoctor wns dismaycd. don’t 
nenn t o  interfwc,” he said in liis lottcr, ‘L but I 
:an l~ardly believo thnt yau rc;cllly ivltcnd to rc- 
iign your placc. Yet I nm told tllut you must 
lo so il‘ you go on with thiv mattcr. My clew 
109, pray  think about it. I can not imagina you 
%re disposed to lose n11 tbat you hnve won fox 
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generally hqqxns that the stick will espect som( 
rewarcl when he is made to go ont. Lord. 1\IIoun 
Tl1istIc  immedintely saw his way to a viscount’! 
coronet,  mhcn he was once more summoned tt 
the allgust councils of the Ministers. 

A few days after this had been arranged, i r  
the interval between Lord Brentford’s invitatior 
ttnd Lord Brcntford‘s dinner, Phineas encounter. 
ed Mr. Kennedy so closely in  one of the passage! 
,$f the House that it mas impossible that the] 
should not speak to each other, unless they wert 
to avoid each other as people  do  who have pal. 
pably quarreled. Phineas saw that Mr. Renne. 
dy was hesitating, and therefore took the bull bJ 
the horns. He greeted his former friend ia  f 
friendly fashion, shaking him by the hand, anc 
then prepared to pass on. But Mr. I<ennedy. 
though he hacl hesitated at first, now detninec 
his brother member. ‘‘ Finn,”  he said, “ i f  yoc 
are not engaged I should like to  speak to you f01 
8 moment.” Phineas was not engaged,  and al- 
lowed l~irnself to be led out alm-in-arm by thc 
late Chancellor of the Duchy into west minste^ 
€Iall. “ Of course you know what n terriblc 
thing has happened to me,” said Mr. Kennedy. 

Yes-I have heard of it,” said Phineas. . 
cc  Evc~y body has heard of it.  That is ona pf 

the terrible cruelties of such a blow.” 
‘(All those things are very bad of course. 3 

mas  very much grieved-becanse you have both 
been intimate friends of mine.” 

“Ycs-yes ; we mere. Do you ever see hel 
now P” 

“Not since last July-nt the duke% party, 

“Ah ! ycs-the morning of that day ’was the 
last on which I spoke to her. It was then shc 
left me.” 

I nm going to dine with Lord Brentfora to- 
rnorrov, and I dare say she will be there.” 

“Yes-she is  in town. T saw her yesterday 
in her father’s carriage. I think  that she, had 
no cause to  Icnve me.” 

“Of course I can not my any thing about 
that. ” 

I tllink sllc hnd no canse to leam me.’ 
* ~ ~ ~ i n c n s  as he heard  this conld not but remem- 

beC a11 that  Lady Laura llad told himself, and 
thought  thnt no monlnn had ever Ilnd n betta 

* reason for leaving her husband. ‘( There mcrc 
Bhings I did not like, and I snid so.’) 

I snpposc that is gcnerally thc way,” replied 
Phinens. 

“Bat surely a wife should listen to n mord of 
caution from her husbnnd.” 
‘( I fancy they never like it, ” said Phineas. 
 but^ are’ we all of us to llave n11 that we 

like ? 1 have not fonnd it so. Or would it be 
good for us if we had?” Then he  paused; but 
as Phineas had no further remark to malte, he 
,continued speaking after they had walked about 
R third of the length of the halI. cLIt is not of 
’my own comfort I am thinking now 60 mncll ns 
of bcr name and her  future conduct. Of cour~e 
i t  will in every sense be best for her that she 
SllOUld come back to her Imband’s roof.” 
“ Well, yes-perhaps it wor~lcl,”said Phineas. 
“HBS she not accepted that lot for better or 

€or worse ?l’ said Mr. Kennedy solemnly. 
“But incompatibility of temper, yon know, 

is ~1ways-dways supposed- You understand 
me.’’ 

you kno\v.’~ 

( 6  It is  my  intention  that she. sllouId come 
back to me. I do not wish to make my legal 
demand-at any  rate,  not as yet. T W I  you 
consent t o  be the  bearer of a message from me 
both to berself and to the  earl?” 

NOW it happened to Phineas  that of all the 
messengers whom Mr. Kennedy could have 
chosen he was the most unsuited  to bc a Mercu- 
ry in this cause-not parceiving that he had 
been so selected with some crnft,  in  order  thnt 
Lady  Laura  might  understand  that  the nccusa- 
tion against her was, at  any rate, withdrawn, 
which had named Phincas as her lover. Eh 
paused again  beforehe answered. ‘‘ Of COU~SC,’’ 
he said, “1 shor~ld be most willing to be of ser- 
vice, if i t  were possible. Bnt I c10 not see how 
I can speak to  the  earl  about it. Though I am 
going to dine with him I don’t know why he 
has asked me-for he and I are on very bad 
terms. I-Ie heard that  stupid story about the 
duel, and has not spokon to  me since.” 

I 1~canl  that, too,” said Mr. Kennedy, frown- 
ing blackly as he  remembered his wife’s du- 
plicity. 

Every body hearcl of it. But; it  has  made 
such n difference between him and me, thnt I 
don’t think I can meddle. Send for Lord Chil- 
tern, nncl speak to him.” 

Speak to Chiltern! Never ! H o  would 
probably strike mc on tho head with his club.” 

Call on the  earl yourself.” 
‘‘1 did, and he would not scc me.” 
“Write  to him.” 

did, and he sent back my letter un- 
opened.” 

L t  Write to her.” 
did-and she answered rnc, saying only 

this : c Indeed, indeed, it; c m  not bo so.’ But it 
must be so. The laws of God require it, nnd tbc 
lams of mnn permit it. I want som0 o m  to 
point out  that to them more softJy than I could 
do if I werc simply to  write to that effect. To 
the earl, of course, X can not  write apin.’’  Tho 
conference ended by n promise from  Phineas 
that  he mould, if possibIe, say n word to Lndy 
LaUr& 

When l m  was shown into  Lord Brentford’s 
drawing-room ho found  not only Lady Lnnrn 
there, but her brother. Lord Brcntfod n.as not 
in the room. Barrington Erlq mns thcrc, and SD 
also were Lord nnd Lncly Cantrip. 

‘‘ X8 not  your hthergoinp to be hcrc P” lm aniil 
to Lady Laara, after their first, pccting. 

“Wc live in  thnt hopc,” mid. sim, ‘( anil il0 
not nt d l  know why ho should be Intc. Wllat 
has  become of him, Oswalcl?” 

“IIc came in with me  halr nn hour nao, nntl 
1 suppose he does not clress as cpicldy a8 I: CIO,’’ 
mid Lord Clliltorn ; upon which l’hinens imma- 
liately understood that the fntllor and t h  aon 
\vero reconciled, and  he rushccl to  the conclusion 
khat Violot and her lover would nlso soon t e  wc- 
mcilcd, if such wcre not  already  the casc. 110 
relt some remnant of n soreness thnt it sllonld Bc 
so, 8s n man feels wlicrc his lzcnclnche ]ln8 bccn 
when t h  ron1 ache itself lins lcfL him. Tlml tllc 
host came in nnd made his apologiefl. “ Cllil- 
;ern kept mc standing nbout,” 110 snid, till tho 
3ast wind had  chilled me tllr&~gh and t;llrough. 
Iho only charm 1 rccognizc in yonth is thn t  i t  i s  
irnpcrvious to the east wind.” I?bineas €clt quito 
dure, n o v  that  Violet and her lovcr wore recon- 
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he ~ o u I d  not speak on the measure, and his vot 
for his p a q  would probably be allowed to  pas 
lvitllout notice. One os two newspapers mig11 
perhaps attack him ; but what public man carcc 
for such attacks as those? His whole pnrt; 
would hang by him,  and in that he would fin( 
ample consolation. Phineas could only say thn 
he would think of it-and this he said in so ir 
resolute a tone of voice that d l  the men thel 
present  believed that he wots gained. The tmc 
ladies, howeves, were of a different opinion 

In  spito of any thing that any body may say 
he will do wlwt ho thinks right when the timl 
comes,” said 3Cw.m t o  her father afterward 
But then Lady Lm% had been in love with h i n  
-was perhnps almost Ln love with him still 
c‘ I’m afraid he is a mule, h qlid Lady Cantrip tc 
her husband. c‘ Eo’s n good nlnle up a Ili11 with : 
load on bis back,” said his lordship. ‘C But wit1 
a mule there nlwttyys comes a timo when you can’ 
mnnngc him,” snid Lady Cantrip. Bnt Lad; 
Cantrip had never been in love mith Phineas. 

Phineas found a moment, before he lef& Lor( 
Brentford’s house, to say a word t o  Lady Lauri 
as t o  the commission that had been given t( 
him. LCIt can never bc,” said Lady L ~ L w ~  
shuddering--“ never, never, never.” 

You arc not angry with me for speaking?” 
‘ I  Oh no-not if he told you.” 
‘ c H ~  made me promise that I would.” (‘ T’el1 him it can not be. Tell him that if h t  

hns any instruction to send mo as to  whnt lu 
considers to  he my duty, I will endeavor tc 
comply, if thnt cluty can be done apart. I wil  
recognize him so far, because of my vow. BUI 
not cw.n for the sake of my vow’, will I cndcnvol 
to livo with him. Bis presence would kill mc.’ 

When Pilineas repeated this, or as mucl1 of 
this as he  juclged t o  be necessary, to Mr. I h n -  
ncdy n day or two afterward, that gcntlemnn re- 
plied thnt in such case he mould h a ~ v  no aller- 
native but to  seek rcdrcss at law. ‘‘ 1 have donc 
nothing to my wife,” snid he, of which X need 
bo ashamed. I t  will bo sad, no doubt, to  havc 
alt our affairs bnndcll nbout in court, and ma& 
tho subjcct of connncnt in nemspapcrs, but B 
man must go throng11 that, or wolgo t h n  tlmt, 
in tho vindicntion of his rights, and for t l ~ c  pcr. 
formancc of his duty to his Makcr.” Tllnt wry 
day Mr. ICcnnedy ment to his Inwvycr, and dc. 
sired thnt steps nlight be tnkcn for the rcstitu- 
tion to him of his conjugal rights. 

CIrIAPTElZ LXIS. 
TIIB TEBETRESS. 

MR. MONIT~B bill vas rend t110 first time-bo- 
fore Easter, and Phineas Finn stil1 hold his of- 
fice. He had spoken to tho Ppime Ministcr 
once on the subject, and had been surprised nt 
that gentleman’s courtesy - for Mr. Gresham 
had the rcputrttion of being unconcilintory in 
his manners,  and veryprono to resent any thing 
like desertion from that allogianoa which wns 
dnc to  himself as tho lender of his yarty. You 
had better  stay n h ~ e  you are and take no stop 
that may bo irretlicvnble, till yon have quito 
made up your mind,” snicl Mr. Gresham. 

‘(1 fear I h v c  xnndc up my mind,” srcicl Pbin- 
eins. 





i t  is to write letters without  paying postage, an 
to sc~lrl  them  about  the  world with B grand m m  
in  the corner.  When Barney brings me one h 
always looks as if he didn’t know wl~ethcr i t   va 
n love-letter OP nn order to go to Botany  Bay 
If ho s a v  the insicle of them, how short  they are 
I don’t think he’d think  much of you as a love 
nor yet as nn Under-secretary. 

dfBttt I think  ever so much of you as both- 
I d9, indeed ; and I am not scolding  you a bit 
As long as I can  llave  two or three dcar, swect 
living words, I shall be as happy as a queen 
Alt! if you knew i t  all. But you never can knov 
i t  all. A man has so many other things  to leaf1 
that he can  not  understand  it. 

c c  Good-bye, clear, clear, dearest man. What, 
ever you do I shall be quite sure yon have dom 
the best. Ever your own, with all  the lore oí 
her heart, MART F. JONES.” 

This was very nice. Such a man as was Phin. 
ens Finn always takes a delight  which he  ca1 
not exp~ess even to hinueIf in  the receipt of suc1 
a letter RS this. There is nothing so AntterinF 
as the warm expression of the confidence of 
rvornm-h love, and  Phineas  thought that no mom. 
an ever espresscd  this more completely than clic 
his Mary. Dew, dearest Mnry. As far giving 
her 1111, ns for  treachery  to one so trusting, s( 
swect, SO well Lclovcd, that WIS out of the ques. 
tion. But ucverthcless  the truth  came home tc 
him  more  clcarly day by day,  that he of all mer 
mas the Inst who ought to have given himself ur 
to  such a passion. For her mke he ought tc 
lmvc abstained. So he told himself nom. Pol 
her snka he ought to bave kept doof from her- 
and for his own sake he ought  to ham kcpt aloof 
from Mr. Monk. That very day; with Mary’s 
letter in  his pocket, lm ment to  tllc  livery  stables 
and cxplnincd that be would not keep his horse 
nny longer. Thcrc was no dificulty nbont the 
horsc. Mr. IIownrd 19aclcotl of the Trcasnrg 
would take him from that very hour. Phincas, 
as ho  valkc cd nwny, uttered n curse upon &Ir, 
Howard Rlnclcorl. Mr. IIoward Mnclcod wn: 
jllst  bcginning tho glory of his licc in  London, 
nncl ha, Phineas  Finn, was bringing  his to un 
end. 

With Mary’s letter in  his pocket he ment up 
to Portlnnn Sqnnre. 130 had again  got into the 
habit of saaing L d y  Laurn frequently, and mas 
often wibh her brothcr, who n o w  again lived at 
his ftttllar’~ house. A lctter I1nd rcached Lord 
Brantford, through his lawyer, in  which a dc- 
mand was mnde by Mr. Kcnnedy  for  the  rcturn 
ofbis  wife. She ~ v n s  quite determined that shc 
weald never go Lack to  him ; nncl tl~crc had come 
to her B doubt whcthcr it would not be expcdi: 
ent thnt she ~ h o n l d  live abrond so RS to be out 
of tho tvny of pcrsecution from hcr lmbnnd. 
Lord Brentford mas in  great wrath, nnd Lord 
Clliltorn had once ar twice hintcd that perhnps 
]IC had better ‘ 6  w o  ’’ Nr.  I<cnnedy. Tllc ameni- 
ties of suc11 an intcrvictv, ns this W O L I ~ C ~  be, 1 ~ ~ 1  
up to  the present; dny bcen postponed ; alld, in 
a, certnin way, rhinens hnd bcon used as II 
gengcp bQtVCCII Mr. Kenncdy and his Wife’s 

ting, ’’ 

“It will t e  very dull.” 
Dull!  What does dullness  amount  to when 

one has come to such a pass as this P When one 
is iu  the  ruck of fortune, to be dull is very lrnd ; 
b u t  vhen misfortune cotncs, simple  dullness is 
nothing. I t  sounds almost like relief.” 

I t  is so hard that yon should be driven 
away.” She did not answer him for n while, 
and  he was beginning to think of his own cnce 
also. Was it not hard thnt Ile too should be 
drivcn awzy? ‘‘ It is odd enough that  we should 
both be  going at  the same time.” 

“ Bnt you will not go?” 
‘( I think I shall. I have resolved u110n this- 

that  if 1 give up my place, I wiIl give up my scat 
too. I ment into  Parliament with the hope of 
ofice, and bom can I remain  there when I shall 
have gainecl it and  then Im.vve lost i t  ?” 

‘( Bul; you will stay in  London, Mr. F inn  7”  
“I think not. After all that Ilas come and 

gone I should  llot ,be happy  here, a d  I sllould 
mnke my wny casier ancl on chenpcr  terms in 
Dublin. My  present  idcn is  that I s l d l  endeavor 
to mal;e a practice over in my own  country. 3t 
will be harcl work beginning at  the bottom-will 
i t   not?” 

And so unnccessnry.” 
L Ah ! Lady Lnwa-if i t  only could be moid- 

cd!  Bnt i t  is of no use  going through all that 
again.” 

I3ovv mnch w0 wot~ld both of us aroid if we 
could only llave anotller chance !” said Lady 
Laura. ‘“f X could only be as I m m  before J. 
persnadecl myself to marry a man whom I never 
loved, wlmt n paradise the earth wodd be to  mc ! 
JVith me a11 regrets are too late.” 

( L  And with me as much so.” 
(‘ No, Mr. E n n .  E.r~n should yon resign your 

office, there is no reason why you sho alcl give III) 
you‘ seat.” 
“ Simply that X ham no income to maintain 

me in Lonclon.” 
She was silent  for a few  moments, during 

which 5111.3 cllnngcd her scat so as to come near- 
cr to him,  plncing herself on n corner of a sofa 
close to the cllnir on mhich he was seated. 
wondcr nllether I may speak to  yon plainly,” 
she  said. 

Indeed pou may.” 
(‘ On any suhjcct ?” 
“ Yes-on any sul?ject.” 
I trust you httvc been ablc to rid  you^ bosom 

‘ L  Certainly not of all remembrnuccs, Lady 
3f d l  rcmcmbrances of Vlolet 43finghm.’* 

Lanm.” 
Of all hope, then ?” 
I llave no such hope.” 
And of all lingering desircs?” 

‘ 6  JTrcll, yes-and of n11 lingering desires. Ia 
know  nom that  it can not be. Your brother is 
welcome to her." 
“ Ah ! of that I know nothing. He, mith Ilia 

?ervcrsity, has cstmngcd her. But I am sure 
,f this-that if she do not marry  him, she will 
nnrry no one. Dut i t  is not on account of him 
;hat I speak. He must fight bis own battles 
low. ” $- 

( r  I shdl  not  interfere with him, Lady Laurn.” 
Thcn .why should you not  cstnblisll  yonrsclf 

]y a marr~agc t,hat  will make place a matter of 
.ndifference to yon? I know thnt it is within 
your powr  to do so.” Phineas put his  hand up 
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to  his breast-coat pocket, and felt  that Mary7 
1etter-h precious letter-was there safe. 1’ 
certainly was not in his po~vcr to do this thing 
rrhich Lady Laura recommended to him, but   h(  
hardly thought that the present was a momcn 
suicable for explaining to her the nature of th[ 
impediment which stood in the way of such ar 
arrangement. He had so lately spoken to Lad] 
Laura with an assurance of undying  constnnc~ 
of 11% love for Miss Effingham, that  he could no  
as yet acknowledge the force of anotherpassion, 
He shook his  head by way of reply. I C  I tell yo1 
that it is so,” she  said with energy. 

c c  I am  afraid not.” 
Go to Madame Goesler, and ask her. Een1 

what she will say.” 
Madame Goeder mould laugh  at me, n( 

doubt.” 
( C  Pshaw ! You do not  think so. Yon knon 

that she would not laugh. And ase YOU the mar 
to be afraid of a momnn’s laughter. I thin1 
not. I’ 

Again he  did not answer her  at once, ant 
when he did speak the tone of his voice mas al. 
tered. “What was it you said of yourself, jus 
now ?l’ 

L‘ RThnt did I sag of myself?” 
( c  POLI regretted  that you had consented t[ 

marry a mnn--rvhorn you did not love.” 
c c  Why should you not love l m ?  And it  i: 

so different with a man ! A woman is wretchet 
’if she does not love her husband, but I fanq 
that a man gets on  very vel1  witl~out  any sucl 
feeling. She  can not domineer over yon. Shc 
can not expect you to pluck yourself ont of you] 
own soil, nnd begin a new growth altogethcr ir 
nccordance with the lams of her own. It war 
that which Mr.. I<ennecly clid.” 

I do not for a moment tfiink tlmt she voulcl 
take me, if I mere to offer myself.’! 

Try her,” said Lady  Laura  energetically 
‘ 6  Such trial’s cost yoa but little. You, both of 
as, know thnt.” Still he said nothing of the let, 
ter in  his pocket. U It is every thing that yo1 
should go on nom thnt you have once begun. 1 
do not believe in your morlcing nt  thcbar. You 
can not do it. A man who l m  commenced life 
as yon hnve done with the cxcitement of politics, 
who has known  wlrnt ít is to  talcc n promíncnt 
pnrt  iu  the  control of public nfkirs,  can’not give 
it  up and be, happy nt otllcr ~ ~ o r k .  fiInkc 11cr 
your W c ,  nnd you may resign or rcmnin in of- 
fice just as you choose, Oflicc will be much ens- 
ier to you than  it is now, bc’canse it will not be 
a necessity. Let me nt any  rate have the plcas- 
ure of thinking that one of us can remain here- 
that we need not both fall together.’’ 
, Still he did not tell her of the letter in his 
pocket. He felt  that she moved him-that she 
mndc  him ncknowledgc to himself how great 
manlil be the pity of such n failure t ls  yonld bc 
his. IXe WRS quite <as alive as she could be to 
the fact tllat work nt the bar, either in London or 
i n  Dublin, would l~nva no chnl*mg for him nov. 
The prospcct of such n life  vas very drenry t o  
him. Evcn with the comfort of Mnry’s. inve 
R U C ~  n life mould I d v c r y  dreary to him. And 

ght that‘ 1 1 ~  h e m ,  thnt 
ntera’he  to ofier l~imsclf to Madame Goesler hc 
mould not i n  truth be rejccted. Sho had told 
him that If poverty I V ~ S  a trouble to him he need 
be no longer poor. Of course he l~ad understood 

this. Eer money was at his service if he should 
choose to stoop and pick i t  up. And it was not 
only money that  such a marriage mould gire 
him. He had acknowledged to himsclf more 
than once that Madame Goesler was very lone- 
ly, that  she Kas clever, attractive in every way, 
and, as far as he could see, blessed with a Siyect 
temper. She had  a position, too, in  the world 
that would help him rather  than mar him. Whnt 
might he not do with an independent seat i n  th e 
House of Commons, and as joint owner of t h  
little house ia I’nrlc Lane? Of all careers 
which the world could offer to a man the pleas- 
antest would then be within his reach. ‘( Yon 
appear to me as a. tempter, I J  l m  said at  last tu  
Lady  Laura. 

‘ 6  It  í s  ankind of you t o  say that, and ungrntc- 
ful. 1 would do any  thing on earth in my pow- 
er to help you.” 

“Nevertheless you arc a tcmptcr.” 
‘‘1 know how it ought  to have been,” she 

said. ‘c I know very well how it ought to hnvc 
becn. I should Bave kept myself free  till thnt 
time when wc mot on the brnes of Loughlinter, 
and t lm all rvould have been wc11 wit11 ~1s .~ ’  

4 6 1  do not; know hom that might have be.Cn,’’ 
said Phineas, hoarscly. 

4iYou do not  know ! bnt I know. Of C O U ~ S C  
yon have stabbed me with n thousand daggers 
when you have told me from time to time of 
your love for Violet. You lm-e becn very crucl 
-needlessly cruel. Men arc so crucl ! Bnt for 
all thnt I llave known that I coulcl‘ havo kcl)t 
you-had it not bccn too late who11 you sl)oke tu 
MC. Will you not own ns much as that P ”  

c c  Of course yon would have been cvcry thing 
to me. I should never havo thought of Violct 
then.” 

That is tho only kind word you hnvo said to 
me from that day to this. I try  to comfort 1q+- 
self in thinking that it would llave been Bo. 
But all  that  is past and gane, and donc. 1 
have hnd my  romance and you have Bac1 you1’8, 
As you are a man, it is natnral  that yoa slronl0 
hare been disturbed by a double îmngc, IC is 
not so with me.” 

“And yet you can advise me to offcr mnr- 
ringe to n momcn--n woman whom I am to sccl; 
merely  becnusc she is rich P’, 

’:Yes-1 do so nclvisc y ~ u .  You Ilavc llnd 
gonr romance, and must now put up with rcnlitg. 
Vhy should I so advise you but for the ,intercut 
that I havo in you i’ Your prosperity will do 
ma no good. I ~;l1nll not cvcn bo l1cro to ~ e c  ir. 
I sl~nll hcnr of it only ns 60 mnuy n wonml bnn- 
islled out of Englnnd henm n distant misandcr- 
3tood rcport of whnt is  going on in  tho conncry 
she llns lcfe. But I still hnvc regnrd cno11g11- 
l will be bold, nnd, knowing that you will not 
tnlre it amiss, not say lavo enough for you-to 
%el n desirc that you should not be shipwreckccl. 
Since m e  first took yoir in hand botwecn us, 1 3 ~  
Tington nnd X, 1 have news smcrved in my anx- 
íety  on your bel~nlr. When I resolved tllrth i t  
\vo~~lcl  bo bcttcr for us both thnt we should be 
snly friends, I did not swel’ve. W h c n  you would 
talk to mc so cruelly of your lovo for Violet, X 
did not smerve. Wllen I: tvnrllcd yon from 
Loughlinter becauso I thought t lwe was dm- 
ger, I did not s\vcrvo. When I bada you not KO 
come to rnc in London becatm of my Ilusband, 
1 did not  s~vcrvo. When my f d m  was hard 



upon pou, I did not swerve then. I would not 
leave him till hc  was softened. When you tried 
.to rob Oswald of his love, and I thought you 
would succeed-for I did think s o +  did not 
swerve. I 1lRve ever been true to you. And 
now that I must  hide myself and go away? and 
be seen  no more, I am true still.” 

L L Laurn-dearest L ~ U Y ~ , ’ ’  he exclaimed. 
‘‘Ah, no she said, speaking  with no touch 

of angcr, but all  in sorrow. must  not be 
Iikc that.  Thcrc  is  no room for that. Nur do 
jou   mcm  i t ,  I do  not  think so ill of you. But 
there may  not be even words of affection be- 
tween us-only such as I may speak to lnnke 
yon know that 1 am your friend.” 

You arc my friend,” he said, stretching out 
his  hand to her as he turned  away  his fnce. 
‘c You are my friend, indecil.” 

( 4  Then do as I +OLIM 11ave you do. ” 
I-Ie put liis hnnd ifito his pocket, and hnd the 

lcttcr betmcen his fingers with  the purport of 
showing it  to her. But nt the  moment the 
thought  occnrred to  him  that merc he to do SO, 
thcn, indeed, he would be bound €oorcvCr. EIe 
kncw thnt he was bound forcver-bound forever 
to his own Mary ; but he  desired to  llave the 
privilege of thinking over such bondage once 
morc bc€oro he proelnilnod it even to his dearest 
friend. 110 lm1 told her  that she tcmptcd him, 
nnd s110 atood before him now as n temptress. 
But i t  col~ld bo possiblc that she should  not 
tcmpt in vain-then that  letter in his pocket 
must nevar bo shown to her. In  thnt case Zady 
Lnrwn must liever hear from his lips ehe n a m  
of hiary Flood Jones. 

110 Icft ller without any nssurcd purpose- 
nithont,  that,is,  the nssurnncc to llar of any fix- 
oc1 purpose. There  yet  mantcd a week to  the 
day on which Mr. Monk’s Bill mas to be read- 
or not to bo rwd-thc second  timo ; and he had 
still that  interval before ho necd decide. H e  
went to  liis club, and before lm dined he strove 
to write n linc t o  Mary; but when h o  had the 
pnpcr Lcfore hiln ho found that  it was impossible 
to do so. Tllough he did not even suspect him- 
self. of nn intention  to bc fdsc,  tho  idea  that was 
in his mind made the eRwt too much for him. 
II0 p t  tlla paper away from him  nnd wcnt down 
and  cat  his  dinner. 

I t  was n Satnrdayy nncl them was no I3Conse in 
the evening. IIe h u l  remained i n  Portmnn 
& p r e  wit11 LCntly Laura ti11 ncnr  scven O ’ C ~ O C ~ ,  
and was ongaged to go ont in  the evening to 
n gnthoriug at Mrs. Greshnm’s house. Ewxy 
body in London moulil be thcrc, and  Phincas 
WS rosolvod that as long ns 110 remainecl in Lon- 
don 110 would bo seen at places wllcrc every 
body wns scen. IIc mould certainly be a t  Mrs. 
Grcsllnm’s gntllering; but there was an hour or 
two bufora he need go home  to dress, and as he 
had, nothing to do, he went down to thc srnoking- 
room of his club. Tho scats were crowded, but 
there was ona vncnnt ; and bcforc ha had look- 
cd  about him to  scratinizc his neighborl~ood, 110 

* founa tlznk ha hrtd placed himsolf with Bontccn 
on his right llnnd and Ratlor on his left. Thoro 
woro no two rncn in all London whom he more 
thoronghly disliked; but i t  was too late for him 
to avoid thcm IIOW. 

They instantly  attnckad him, first on one side 
nnd thon on tho otlrcr. ( L  So I am told yon arc 
going to lenvo us,”  mid Bontccn. 

“Who can have been ill-natured enough to 
ahisper such R thing ?” replied Pllineas. 
“ The whispers are very loud, I can  tell you,” 

said h t l c r .  “I think I know already pretty 
aearly how every man in  the House mill votc, 
and I have not got your name down on the  right 
side.” 

‘‘ Change it, foor heawn’s sake,” said Phin- 

“ 1 will, if you’ll  tell me seriously thnt I may,” 
said Ratler. 
“ My opinion is,” snid Bonteen, that aman 

shonld be h o m  either as a friend or foe. 1 
respect n dcclared foe,” 

LCXnow me ns a declared foe then,” said 
Phineas,  and respect me.” 

“That’s all very mcll,” said Eatler, (‘but i t  
means nothing. I’ve always had n sort of fear 
about you, Finn,  that you  would go  over the 
traces some day. Of course  it’s n very grand 
thing to bo independent.” 
‘‘ The finest thing in the world,’’ said Bon- 

teen ; ‘( only so d-d useless,” 
‘ L  But a man shouldn’t be independent and 

stick to the ship at the same time. Yon forget 
the trouble you cause, and hom you upset all 
calculntions.” 

I hadn’t thonght of the calculations,” said 
Phinens. 

‘‘ The fact is, Finn,” said Bonteen, you are 
made of clay too fine for office. I’ve always 
found  it has been so with men from your country. 
You are the grandest horses in the world to look 
at out on n prairie, but you don’t like  the slavery 
of hnrness.” 

b‘ And the sound of n whip ovcr our shoulders 
sets us kicking-does it not, Ratier?" 

‘ L  I slmll  shorn the list to Gresham to-morrow, ” 
said Ratlor,  ‘(and of c o m e  he can do as he 
plcnses; but I don’t understand this  kind of 
thing.” 

Don’t you be in n hurry,” said Bonteen. 
I’ll bet you n sovcrcign Finp votes with u s  yet. 

There’s nothing like being n little coy to set off 
a girl’s charms. I’ll bet you n sovereign, Ratler, 
that Finn goes out into the lobby with you and 
me against Monk’s bill.” 

Phinens not being  nble  to stand any more of 
this most unpleasant raillery, got up and ‘went 
away. The club was distastcful to him, and he 
malked off find sauntered for n while about the 
park. H o  wcnt down by the Duke of York’s 
column RS though he mere going to his office, 
which of course was closed at  this houry but 
turned  round wllcn he got beyond tho new pub- 
lic buildings -buildings which he mas neyer 
destined to uso in their completed state-and 
entered tho gates of the enclosure, and wnndwed 
on over the briclgc across the water. As be ment 
his mind was fu11 of thought. Could it be good 
for him  to givo.up cvery thing for a fair face 7 
EIß s~voro to himself that of all momcn he had 
ever seen Mary nns thc sweetest and the denrest 
and  the best. If  it could be well to lose the 
world fur a woman, it mould be well to lose i t  
for lier. Violet, with all  her skill, and all her 
strength, and dl  ber grace, could never haw 
mrittcn such n letter as that which ho stili held 
in his pockct. Th6 best charm of a woman is 
that SIIOIII~ be soft, and trusting, rind gener- 
ous ; and mho ever bad been more soft, more 
trusting, and moro generous than his Mary 4 

cas. 
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Of coarse he would be true to her, though hl 
did lose the world. 

B u t  to yield such a trinrnph t o  the  RattIer, 
and Bonteens whom he  left  behind him-to Ie 
them hm%- their will over him-to know  thn 
they mould rejoice scurrilously behind his bac1 
Over his downfall!  The feeling was terrible tc 
Irim. Tho last words which Bonteen had spoke1 
made it  impossible now to  him to support his OIC 
friend Mr. Monk. It was not only what Bonteel 
had  said,  but thnt the words of &Ir. Bonteen s( 
plainly  indicated  what mould be the mords of al 
the  other Bonteens. He knew that he was meal 
in this, Re knew  that  had  he been strong, h c  
mo~rld  hnve allowed himself to be guided-if no 
by the firm decision of h is  own spirit-by thc 
counsels ofsuch men as Mr. Gresham and Lon 
Cantrip, nnd not by the sarcasms of the Bon, 
teens and Rattlers of  official  life. But men whc 
sojonrn amid savagery fear the musquito morc 
than they do the lion. He  could  not bear t( 
think that he should yield his blood to such : 
one ns Bonteen. 

And he must yield his blood unless he couh 
vote for Mr. Monk‘s motion, and hold his grounc 
afterward among them  all in the House of Corn 
mons. I Ie  would. nt  any rate see the sessi01 
out,  and try a  fall with Mr. Bonteen when the: 
shonld be sitting on different  benches-if  eve 
fortnne should give him an opportunity. Ant 
in  the mean time what sho11Id he do nbout Ma 
dame G o d e r ?  What a fate mns his  to haw 
the handsomest woman in’london with thou. 
sands and thousands  ayear  at his disposa1 ! Fo. 
-so he now swore to hímself--Bfadnmc Goesle! 
I V ~  the Elnndsomest woman in  London, as Maq 
Plood Jones vas the smeetcst girl in  d l  tht 
world. 

H e  had not  arrived nt any decision so fixe¿ 
as to  make him comfortable when  he ment homt 
and dressed forMrs. Gresham’s payty. And ye 
he knew --he thought that he know that II( 
would be true to Mary Plood Jones. 

L 

CHAPTER LXS. 
THE PR- NILUISTEE’S IIOUSB, 

TEE rooms and passages nnd  staircases n1 
Mrs. Gresham’s house mere \-cry crowled wher 
Pbineas ankxl there. Men of n11 shndes of 
politics were there, and the wives and  daughters 
of such men;  and there mas n  streak of royalty 
in one of the saloons, and x vl~ole  minhow of 
foreign ministers with their stars, and two blne 
ribbons mere to be seen togcther on the first 
lpding-place with R stout lady between them 
carrying diamonds enoagh to load n pannier. 
Every body was there. Phineas found thnt wen 
Lord  Chiltern was come, as he stumbled across 
his friend on the first foot-ground thnt he gaincil 
in hi3 ascent toward the rooms. I C  Hz~llon- 
SOLI here?” said Phineas. “Yes, by Gcorge !’l 
said the othcr, btlt I am going to escapo DS 
soon as possible. I’ve been trying to mnke my 
wny up for the Inst hour, but could never got 
round that huge promontory there. Lnura was 
more persevering.” ‘(1s Kennedy here pr’ Phinc- 
ns whispered. “I do not know,” said Chiltern, 
“but she was determined to ran the clmnce.” 

A little higher up-for Phineas mns blessed 

6’ 011 &ar, ycsz-nnd we have just been 11aYing 
R most friendly conversation with him. TV11at 
a man he is ! €Ie knows every thing. €Ie is so 
accurate ; so just  in  the abstract-and in tile ab- 
stract so generous !” 

“He has been very generous to me in detail 
as well as in abstract,” said  Phincas. 

“Ah! yes; I am not thinking of individuals 
cxnctly. His want of generosity is to  large masses 
-to nparty, t o  classes, to npeople ; wllereas his 
generosity is for mankind nt large. He assumes 
the god, affects to nod, and seems to shnkc the 
spheres. But1 havenothing  to say against  him, 
He has asked me here to-nigh$ and Ilas talked 
to n1e most ftlmiIiarlF 

‘“CVhnt do yon thmk of your chnnce of a sec- 
ond rending ?” asked Phineas. 

What do you think of it ?-you Beay more 
o€ those things  than I do.’’ 

Every body says it  will be a close division.” 
I‘ I neyer expected it,’, said Mr. Monk. 
“Nor I-till I heard whnt Daubeny said nt 

the first reading. They will all  vote  for  the bill 
en mnsse-hating it  in their hearts all the time.” 

“Let 11s hope they are not so bail ns thnt.‘’ 
“ I t  is the way with  them always. * They do 

n11 our work for us-sailing either on one tnclr 
or the other. That  is  their  usein creation, thnt 
wllcn we split among ourselves, RS we always do, 
they come in and finish our job for us. It must 
be unpleasant for them KO be nlma~-s doing thnt 
vvl~ich they always sny should never be clone at 

Wherever tho gift horse mny come from, I 
shall not look it  in tllc mouth,” said MP. Monk. 
‘ I  There is only ono man  in  tho  House whom 1 
hope I mny not see in the lobby with me, ml 
that is yourself.” 

‘(The question is decided now,” said X’hineas. 

Phineas could not  tell his friend  that a ques- 
tion of so great  magnitude to him had been de- 
cided by the  last  sting which he llad received 
from nn insect so contemptible ns hlr. Bonteen, 
but  he expressed the  feeling ns well as 110 knew 
how to csprcss it. 44 Oh, I shnll bc with you. 
1 Imow what you arc going to  sny, and I know 
how good you are. ß n t  I could not  stnnd it. 
Men are beginning nlrendy to sny things  wl~ich 
Ilmost nmke me get up and kick them. If 1 can 
!help it, I mill gire occasion to no man  to  hint 
my thing to me which can mctkc m e  bo so wrctch- 
:d as I hnvc been to-day. Pray do not say any 
;hing more. My  idea is that I shnll rosig@ to- 
11orrom.” 

Thcn I hopo t,lmt wo mny Aght thc bnttlo 
lide by side,” said Mr. Monk, giving him his 
Inn cl. 

“We mill fight tho battle side by sitlc,” re- 
)lied Phinens. 

After that ho  pushed his m y  still l~igllcr up 
he stnirs, 11wing no special purpose in view, not 
Irenming of any such success as that of i*enching 
lis host or hostefis-merclyf~eling thnt it should 
)e n point of honor with him to mnlce n  tour 
hrough the rooms before hc descendcd the stairs. 
rlm thing, he thought, wns to bc dono with cow-  
tge nnd patience, and this might, p*obnbly, be 
he last time in his  life  that ho .vclguld find him- 

~ 1 1 . 7 7  . 

And hom is it decided P” 

with more patience than  Lord Chiltern possessed 
-he came upon Mr. Monk. ‘ L  So you arc  still 
admitted mivntely.” said  Phineas. 
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long. I shall look for Lord Brentforfls carriage 
by-and-by.” 

“Tell her she need not go because of me. 1 
shall  not return. IshaIl not annoy her here. I t  
wo~llcl have been much  better  tlmt a woman in 
such a plight should  not have come to  such an 
assembly.” 

6‘ You would not wish her to  sbnt herself up.” 
T modd  wish her  to come back tocthe home 

that she has left, and, if there be any law in  the 
land, she shall be made to do so. Yon tell her 
that 1 say so.” Then Xr. Kennedy fought his 
way down the stairs, and Phineas Bilm followed 
in his wake. 

About  half an hour afterward  Phinens  return- 
ed to the two ladies with tidings  thnt  the  carriage 
mould be at  hand as soon as they could be below. 

’ “ Did  he see you?” snid Lady Laura. 
Yes, he followed me.” 

8 ‘‘ Yes-he spoke to me.’’ 
I “And what did he say T” And  thcn, in the 
presence of Violet, Phinens gave the message. 
He thought i t  better that  it should be given ; and 
were he to decline to deliver it now, it mould 
never be given. Whether there  belaw  in  the 
land to protect me, or whether there be none, I 
will never  lire with him,” snid Lady Laura. 
“Is a woman like a head of catdo, that she can 
be stalked by force ? I will never live with him 
though a11 the judges of the lnnd should decide 
that I must do so.” 

Phineas  thonght  much of all this ns he ment 
to his solitnry lodgings. After all, was not  the 
world much better with him than i t  was with 
either of those two wretched married beings ? 
And why P We had not,  at  any rntc as yet, sacri- 
ficed for money or social gains m y  of the iu- 
stincts. of his  nature. He had bcen fickle, fool- 
ish; vain, uncertain, and perhaps cowtous-but 
na yet he had not been  false. Then  he took out 
Mary’s last lcttcr  and read it again. 

‘L And did he speak to you ?” 

C O M P A R I N G  N O T E S .  

IT would, p e h p s ,  be difficult to dccicle-bc- 
tween Lord Chiltern and Miss  EiE1:glmrn- 
which had been most mrong, or ~vhich llad been 
nonrest to the right, in the circunlstances which 
hnd led to  their separation. Tllc old lord, mish- 
ing to induco his son to undcrtak morlc  of somc 
sort, and feeling that his own c2 r t s   i n  this di- 
rection wcre worse than ~~selcss, had closeted 
himself with his intended daughter-in-law, nncl 
had obtained from her 8 promise that  shc would 
use her influence with her lover, d ‘ Of com.se 1 
think it  right  that  he should do something,” 
Violet had said. U And he will if you bid him,” 
replied the earl. Violet expressed ri grent 
doubt as to this willingness of obedience ; but, 
nevertlleless, she promised to do her best, and 
she did her best. Lord Chiltern, when she spoke 
to him, knit his brows wit11 an apparent ferocity 
of anger which his countenance frequently ex- 
pressed without any intention OE ferocity on his 
part. E e  mas annoyed, but was not savngaly 
disposed to Violet. As he  looked a t  her, how- 
ever, he seemed co be very savagely  disposed. 

What is it you would have me do 1” he said. 

c t  I t~ould have YOU choose some occupation, 
Oswalcl.” 

What occupntion ? What  is  it that you 
mean P Ought I to be 8 shoemaker 3” 

((Not that by prefcrence, I should say ; but 
tllat if  you please,” When her lover hnd frown- 
ed at her, Violet had resolved--had strongly dc- 
termined, with inward assertions of her own 
rights-that she would not be frightcncd by him. 

( L  Yon nre talking nonsense, Violet. Pou know , 
that I can not be a-shoemaker.” 

(‘You may go into  Parliament.” 
“ X neither can, nor would I jf I conld. I dis- 

” You mkht farm.” 
like the life.” 

( L  I CRU n$ afford it.” 
LcPou might-might do any thing. You 

ought to do something. You know that you 
ought. You know that your ftLther is right  in 
wl<qt he says.yy 

“Thnt is easily asserted, Violet ; Lut it woulcl, 
I think,  be better that y011 should take my part 
than my father’s, if it be that you intend to bo 
my ’vvifi.’’ 

‘ c  Yon know thnt I intend  to be your wisc i 
but mould YOU wish that I should respect my 

he asked. 
Then Violet loolrecl into his face and saw thnt 

the frown .was blacker than ever. Tbc grent 
mark down his forehead was dcepcr nnd more 
like nn ugly wound than she hnd cvcr sccn it ; 
nnd his eyes sparkler1 with mger; and his face 
was red ns with fiery wrath. If i t  W ~ S  60 with  
him ml~en  she was  no morc i,hnn cngngccl io him, 
hom tvot~lcl it be when thcy shoulrl be nlnn and 
wife ? At nny rate, she would not fcnr him- 
not now at lcast. (‘ Xo, Oswnld,” she said. 

If you resolve upon being nn idle man, I shnll 
not rcspect you. .It is better that I should tcll 
yon the truth.” 

A groat dcnl better,” he said. 
‘‘ 130w can I rcspcct onß whose whole life will 

g‘TVill  bo whnt?”  ha demandcd wik11 n loud 
be-will be-” 

shont. 
Os\vnld, you arc vcry rough wit11 mc.” 

‘ l  What c10 yon say that  my l i b  will bo?” 
Timl she again rcsoJvcr1 thnt SIK! would not 

fear him. “ I t  will be discrcditnblc,” RIM snid, (‘ It shnll not discredit you,)’ lm rcldicd, I 
will not bring disgraco on one I hasc lovcd ao 
well. Violct, after  what you have m i d ,  wc 111~1 
bcttcr pnrt.” She  vas still proud, still determined, 
and they did part,  Though it  ncnrly brokc llcr 
hcnrt to see him lenvc her, shc Lid him go. She 
llnted hcrscll afterwnrd for Ilor setwity to him ; 
but neverthelcss, s110 mould not snlwit to rccnli 
the mords which d i e  had spoltcn, 8110 had 
thought him to bo wrong, and, 80 thinking, 1Ind 
conceived it to bo hor duty and her pivilcgc i o  
tell h i m  whnt she thought. But she llad no wisl~ 
to lose him-no wish not to bo his wife OVCII, 
though he sl~ould bo as idlc ns the m i n i l ,  Sllc 
was so constitutcd thnt sllc had ncvcr allowcd 
bim or nny other mnn to be mrtstcr of llar honrt 
-till she hnd with n €1111 purposa give11 h ~ r  llonrc 
away. Thc day before sl~c hacl rosolvad to give 
it to one mm, she might, I think, llnvc ro~lolvcd 
to give it to nnothcr, Love hail not conquored 
her, but hadbccn tnkcn idto bcr servica, NCVGP- 
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Oh-now ; of courso thnt is over,” snid Vio- 
let. 

L 
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“ y o u  bad paid it for Os\\-nld.” 
U At any rate, I Ilad nothing--and he had 

nothing. B o m  could I have dared to  think even 
of such a marriage P” 

‘(Did he  think of it, Laura?” 
“1 suppose he did.” 
 YOU know he did. Did you not tell me be- 

fore ?” 
“TVelI-yes. He thought of it. I had come 

to some foolish, half-sentimental  resolution as 
to friendship, believing that he and I could be 
knit  together by some adhesion of fraternal  af- 
fection that should be void of offense to my hus- 
band ; and  in furtherance of this he w.as asked 
to Loughlinter when I went there,  just after I 
had accepted Robert. €Ie came down, and 1 
measured him too, as you have done. I meas- 
ured him, and I found that he wanted nothing to 
come  up to the height requircd by my standard. 
I think I knew  him  better  than yon did.” 

‘C very possibly-but ~vhy measure him at d l ,  
when suc11 mensmement was useless ?” 

I C  Can one help such things? He came to 
me one day as I was sitting up by  the  Linter. 
You remember  the place, where it mnkes *its 

P t  leap.” 
I remember it very well. ” 
So do I. Robert  had &own it me ns the 

“ And there  this lover of ours sang his song 

“1 do not know rvhnt he told me then; but 
I know that I told him  thnt I mas engaged ; 
and I felt when I told him so thnt my engnge- 
ment WBS a, sorrow to me. And i t  has been a 
sorrow from that day to this.” 

IL And  the hero, Phinem-he is still  dear  to 

fairest spot in  al1 Scotland.” 

to  you ?” 

you?” 
Dear to me pr’ 
Yes. You would havo hated me, had he 

become my husband?  And you will hate &la- 
dame Gocsler \heg  she becomes his wife ?” 

b‘ S o t  in the lenst. I am no dog in  the man- 
ger. I have even gone so far as almost to wish, 
at certain moments, that you shonld nccept 
him.” 

And  why Po 
“Because he has wished it so hcnrtilg.” 
‘( One can hardly forgive a man for snch 

speedy changes,”snid Violet. 
“Was I not  to forgive him-I, ~ 1 1 0  llncl 

turned myself amy from him with a iiscd pnr- 
POSO th5 moment that I found that IIC had macle 
n mark upon my heart ? I could not wipe off 
the mark, and yet I mnrried. Vas he not to 
t ry  to wipe off his mark ?’l 

“It soems thnt  he wiped i t  off very quickly 
-and since  that ha has wiped off nnotller mnrk. 
One doesn’t know how many marks he has 
wiped off. They are like the inn-keeper’s score, 
which he makes i n  chalk. A dnmp cloth brings 
them  all  away, and leaves nothing behind.17 

I‘ What would you llave ? l r  

u There sllould be a little notch on the  stick 
-to remcmber by,’’ said Violet. L‘ Not  that I 
complain, you know. I can not complain, as I 
was not notched myself,” 

“You are silly, Violet,” 
“ In not  having allowed mysol€ to  be potched 

by this graat champion.” 
A man like Mr, Finn has his life tb deal 

with-to mnke the most of it, and to divide i t  

between  work, pleasure, duty, ambition, and the 
rest of i t  as best he may. If he have any soft- 
ness of heart, it  will be necessary to Ilin1 that 
!ove sllould bear a part ia al1 these interests. 
But R man will be a f001 1 ~ h 0  will a 1 1 0 ~  love to 
be the master of them -all. He will be one 
whose mind is so ill-balanced as to allow him to 
be the victim of D. single wish. Even in a worn- 
m passion such as that  is evidence of we a 1. m s s ,  
and not of strength. ” 

‘c I t  seems, then, Lnara, that you are weak.” 
“And if I am, does that condemn him? H e  

is a man, if I judge  him  rightly, who vil1 be 
constant as the stm, when constancy can be of 
service.” 

“You mean thnt the  future Mrs. Pinn will be 
secure ? j 1  

That  is  what I mea~~--a~ld  that you or I, 
had either of us chosen to take  his  name,  might 
have been qjlite sccurc. We have thought  it 
right to refuse to do so.” 

‘r And hom many more, I wonder P” 
‘cI’ou are m~jnst,  and  unkind, Violet. So 

unjust and unkind that it is clear to me he Ilas 
just gratified your vanity, and hns never touclled 
your 11enrt. What wouId you have lind bim 
do, when I told him tbat I mas cngaged P” 

“1 suppose that Mr. Kennedy mould not 
hal-e gone to Blankenberg with  him.” 

Violet ! j ’  

‘ l  That seems to be the proper thing  to do. 
But cren thnt does not ncljust things flnnlly- 
does i t?”  Then some one cRme upon tllcm, 
and the conversation was brought to nn cnd. 

CI-IBPTER LXSII. 
NbmaII.: COESLEB’S GENEROSITY. 

T V ~ r ~ ~ r h i ~ ~ e n s  Pinnlcft Mr. Gresham’s house, 
he had  quite resolved whnt he mould do. On 
the nest morning ho would tell Lord  Cnntrip 
that his resignation was n necessity, nnd thnt ho 
mould take  that noblemnn’s advice as to resign- 
ing at oncc, or waiting till  the day on wllicll Mr. 
iUonk’s Irish bill wonld be read for the second 
ti m e. 

I) My dear Finn, I can onlysay  that I decply 
regret it,” said Lord Cnntrip. 

‘ c  So do X. I rcgrct to leavo office,  wllicll I 
like-and  Vvhicl~ indccd 1w.tllt. I regret spccinl- 
iy to lewe this ollicc, ns it  has been n thorough 
plensure to me ; nnd I regret, above d l ,  to lenva 
you. But I nm convinced that Monk is right, 
and I find it impc~ssible not to sctpport him.,’ 

((1‘ wish that Mr. Monk was at Bath,” mid 

tion, Lord Cnntrip begged him to withdrnw it 
for a dny OT two. He wot~ld, ho said, spcnk to 
Mr. Gresham. Tho debate on the second rend- 
ing of &Ji*;.. Monk’s bill would not take ]dace till 
that day weck, and  the  resignation would be in 
time if i t  was tendered before Phineas cither 
spoke or voted against the Government. So Phin- 
ea8 went back to his roop, nnd cnclenvorcd to 
makkc bimsclf useful in soma work nppcrtnining 
to his favorite Colonies. 
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her now T” Then SIIO took him up into the draw- 
ing-room; but, when there, he found that Ma- 
chme Goesler mas absent. S h e  shall be dowll 
directly,” said the girl, ‘ 6  I shall tell her who 
is herc, and she will come.” 

It was B wry pretty room. It may almost be 
said that  there could be no prettier room in a11 
L O ~ ~ O I L  I t  loolted out across certain  small pri- 
vate gnrdens-which wcre ns bright and gay as 
moncy could make them when brought into com- 
petition with London smoke-right on to the 
pn~lt .  Outside and inside the windowl flowers 
and grew things \vere so arranged that tho room 
itself almost loolred ns thong11 it were n bomer 
in n gardon. A11d every thing in  that bower fyns 
rich and rare ; and thero was 11othi11g there 
which annoyed by its  rarity or was distasteful 
by its richness. The seats, though  they were 
costly as money conld buy, mere mëant for sit- 
ting, and were comfortable as seats. T!me were 
books for reading, and the means of reading 
them. Two or three gems of English art mere 
hung upon the wnlls, and could 5e seen back- 
wyd and forward in the mirrors. And there 
wcrc prccions toys lying here and t lmc about 
the room-toys very precious, but placed there 
not becnnse af their price, but because of their 
beauty. Pllincm alrcndy knew cnough of the 
art of living to bo a~vare  that the woman who 
hnd mnde thnt ~ O O I N  what it was, had charms to 
add n bonnty to cvery thing  she tonchcd. What 
would suth n lifo ns his mant, if graced l ~ y  snch 
n compnnlon-such n lifo ns his might bc, if the 
means which wore Ilers wcre sf his command? 
[t would mant one thingl he tliought-the self- 
:espcct  which he mould lose if he werc false ta 
;he girl who m s  trusting him with such smet 
;rust at homo in Irolnnd. 

In n very few minutcs l\ladame GocsIer w’xs 
vith him, an&, thong11 l m  did not chink abont; 
,t, ha pcrceivcd that she tvng bright in I m  np- 
.m-el, thnt her hair was as soft ns care coultl 
mlra it, and t l ~ n t  every charm belonging to her 
ilnd bccn brought into um for his gratification. 
[Ie nlrnost told llimself tlmt h e  wns tlme in 
3rclcr tlmt IIC might ask to llave n11 thoso chnrms 
bcstowcrl upan himself, Hc  clid not ltnow \ d m  

lind lately come to Park Lancj tmrl bean n sup- 
plinnt for tho posscssion of those rich endow- 
ments; but I wonder whctl~er they nx$l have 
Jeen moro pmcious in his eyes 11nd he  known 
‘hat  they hnd so movod the heart  of the grcnt 
iuko as to llave incluccd him t o  lay his coronet 
R t  tho Mg’s feet. I think  thnt lmcl IE known 
:hnt the Indy had refused the coronet, thnt  
knomlcdgc would have cnllnllced t h  vnluc of 
tho 11rizc. 

‘‘1 nm so sorry to 11nvc kcpt you wniting,” 
g110 mid, ns s110 p v c  him hcr hnnd. “1 n‘as 
nn owl not to bc ready for you whcn you told 
mc thnt YOU wodd  comc.” 

“ N O - L ~ L I ~  [I KYCI or pnmdise to come to me so 
sweetly, nnd nt nn llot~r whcn all the othcr birds 
rcfusc t o  show t h  feather of LE single wing.’’ 

yon not, in thus coming out on a S n n h y  morn- 
ing ?” 

“Alld YOU-YOII f ed  lik0 ~ l n L 1 ~ h t ~  boy, do 

‘ L  Do yo11 fccl lika n nzu&y girl ?” 
“Ycs-jr~st n litth SO. I do IKI~  ~ I I O I V  thnt I 

should cnrc €or every body to 11cnr t h n t  I IT- 
ccivcd visitors-or TYOYSC still, LI, visitor-at this 
11our 011 t11is day. But then it is so plansant to 

u 
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feel onek self to be naughty ! There is a Bo- 
hemian flavor of picnic about it which, t11Ough 
i t  does not colne up to the rich gusto of real 
wickedness, makes one fancy that  one  is  on the 
border of that delightful, region in which there 
is none of the constraint of  custom-where men 
and women say what  they like, and  do  That 
they like.” 

It is pleasant enough to be on the borders,” 
said Phincas. 

“That is  just it. Of course decency, mord- 
ity, and propriety, all made to suit the eye of 
the public, are  the things which are really de- 
lightful. We all hqow that, and lire accord- 
ingly--=  me11 as me can. I do at  least.” 

And do not I, Madame Goesler P’’ 
I know nothing about that, Mr. Finn, and 

mant to ask no questions. But  if you do, I am 
sure you agree with me that you often envy the 
improper people-the  Bohemian-the people 
vho don’t trouble themselves about keeping any 
laws except those for breaking which they would 
be put into nasty, unpleasant prisons. I envy 
them. \i Oh, hom I envy them 

c c  But yon are  free as air.” 
‘.’The most cabind, cribbed, and confined 

crmture in the world! I have been  fighting 
my may zip for  tho last four Sears, and have not 
allowed myself the liberty of one flirtation-not 
often even the recreation of a natural laugh. 
And nom I shouldn’t monder if I don’t find my- 
self f a l b g  back a year or two, just becausc I 
hnve dlorved you to come and see me on a Sun- 
day morning. When I told Lotta  that you were 
coming, she shook her head at me in dismay. 
But nom that yon are here, tell me what you 
have done. ” 

“Nothing  as yet, Jhdnme Gocsler.” 
thought  it was to have been settled on 

It was settled-before Friday.  Indeed, as 
I look back at it all nom, I can hardly tell when 
it mas not settled. It is impossiblc, and has 
been impossible, that I should do otherwise. I 
still hold mv alace. Madame Goeslel-. but I have 

Friday P’, L 

dedared t&(I shdl  give it up befork the debatt 
comes on.” 
‘‘ I t  is quite fixed ?’r 

“And what nest?” Madame Gocsler, as 
she thus  interrogated him, was leaning across 
toward him from the sofa on which she n~ns 
placed, with both her elbows resting  on a small 
table before her. TVe all know that look of 
true interest which the countenance of n real 
friend mill bear when the welfare of his friend is 
i n  question. There are doubtIess some who 
can assume i t  without feeling-as there are 
actors who can personate all the passions. But 
i n  ordinary life me tbink tl~at we can trust such 
a face, and  that me know the true look when we 
see it. Phineas, as he gazed into  Madame 
Goeder’s eyes, was sure that the lady opposite 
to him was not acting. She &t least mas ans- 
ious for his welfare, and WW’ making bis cares 
her own. What  nest?” a d d  she, repeating 
her words in z tone that vas somewl~at hurried. 

I do not knom that  there will be any  next. 
As far as public life is concerned, there will bo 
no next for me, Madame Goesler.” 

“That is out of the question,” 6he said. 
“Tou dm made for public life.” 

Quite fixed, my friend.” 

* 

Then I shall be untrue to my making, I 
fear, But to speak plainly-” 

C L  Yes ; speak plainly. I want t o  understand 
the reality.” 

‘ T h e  reality is this. I shall keep my seat to 
the end of the session, as I think I may be of 
use, After that I shall give it up.” 

Resign that too 9’’ she  said  in a tone of c& 
grin. 

“The chances are, I think, that there mil1 k 
another dissolution. If they hold their own 
against; Mr. Monk’s motion, then they will pass 
an  Irish Reform Bill. After  thnt I think they 
must dissolve.” 

And you will not come forward again 1” 

Pshnw ! some five hundred pounds or so !lr 

And, besides that, I am well w a r e  thnt my 
only chance at my old profession is to give up 
n11 idea of Parlinment. The two things are not 
compatible for a beginner at  the Inw. Iknow i t  
now, and bave bought my knomledgc by a bittex 
experience.” 

b r  I can not afford it.” 

‘i And where will you live?’’ 
(‘In Dublin, probably.” 
“And you will do-will do what P’’ 
;(Any  thing honest in n bnrristcr’s way that 

may be brought to me. I hope that X may never 
aescend below that.” 

U Yon will stand  up for all  the blackguards, 
znd try to make out  that  the thieves did not 
;teal.1’ 

“ I t  may bo that that  sort of work may comc 
n my way.” 

you will n-cm a v i g  nnd try t o  look 
vise.” 

Tho wig is not  universal in Ireland, Ma- 
lame Goesler.” 

And you will mrangle, as though your very 
ou1 mere in  it, for somebody’s twenty pounds?” 

‘ I  Yon have already macle a name in tho great. 
st senate in the world, and haw governed otlm 
rountrics larger than yonr own.” 

“No-I bave not doue that. I have govcrncd 
‘o countrv.” 

c ‘ Exactly.!’ 

, ‘C I tellUJou, my friend, thnt you c m  not CIO it. 
I t  is out of the question. I len mny move  for- 
mard from little work to  Big work; b17t they 
can not move bnck and do littlc work, wllcn they 
hare-had tasks which were really grent, I tell 
you, Mr. Finn, that the IIouse of Ynrlinmcnt is 
the  place for you ta work in. I t  id the only 
Flace-thnt and the  abodes of ministcrs. Am 
not I your friwd who toll you this ?l’ 

ct I know that you are my friend.” 
&‘And mill you not credit me whcn I tall volt 

this? What do yon fear thnt yon sl~oulcl ï-un 
amay? You have no wife-no children. What 
is the coming misfortuno that yon dread P” she 
paused n moment as tilough for nn answer, 
and lm felt now had comc tho time in which it 
moulcl be me11 that he shonld teIl her of his en- 
gagement  with  his ovn  Mary. She hail re- 
ceived him vary plnyfully ; but now within the 
last fcw minutes there llnd come upon I~cr n so- 
riousness of gesture, and almost a solemnity of 
tone, which made him conscious thnt ho should 
in  no m y  trifle with her, She wns so earnest in 
her friendship that bo omcd i t  to bcr to toll Ilor 
every thinp. But before he could think of tho 
words in which his tale should be told, s110 hnd 
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gone on with her quick questions. It is solely 
about moncy that you fear 8” she said. 

(‘ I t  is simply t h n t  I have no income on wbicE 
to livc.” 

I-Iave I not offered  you money ?l ’  

‘(But, I\lnclamc Goeslel; yoa who offer it mouli 
yourself despisc me if I took it.” 

‘LNo-I do dcny it.” As she said this-nol 
lomdly, bnt with much emphasis-she came and 
stood before him whcrc he was sitting. And 
as he bokcd nt her he could perceive thnt there 
WW n strcngth about her of which he had not 
boen aware.  Shc mas stronger, larger, more 
robust physicnlly than he had hitherto conceived. 
“I do deny it,” she said. ‘‘ Money is neither 
god nor devil, that  it should mdie one noble and 
nnotlxcr vile. I t  is an accident, and if honestly 
possessed, may pass from you to me, or from me 
t o  yon, without n stnin. You may take my din- 
ner from me if I gave it you, my flowers, q y  
friendship, my-my-my every thing, but my 
money!  Explain to me the causa of the phc- 
nomenon. If I give to  you n thonsnncl pounds, 
now this moment, and you take it, you aro base. 
But if I leave i t  you in my  will-ancl  die-you 
tdte it, and are not bnse. Explain to me  the 
c a w e  of that.” 

<‘You have not said it quite dl ,” said  Phineas 
honrsely. 

‘ I  What have I left unsaid? If I hnve left; 
any thing unsnid, r10 yon sny the rest.” 
I “11; is because yon are a woman, and young, 
nad beautiful, that 110 man may  tnkc wealth 
from your hands.” 

I ‘  Oh, iL is that!” 
‘c I t  is  that pnrtly.” 
If I were n man you might tnkc it, thongh 

I wcrc young and bcnutifol as the morning?” 
“X0 -11resonts  of money are nlmays bad. 

They  stain  and lond the  spirit, and brenk the 
hcflrt.” 

‘(And spccidly whcn givcn by n woman’s 
hnnd ?l’ 

‘‘It seem so to me. Bat I cnn not argue of 
.it. Do  not Ict 11s tnlk of it nny morc.” 

I L  Nur can I argue. I can  not argua, but 1: 
can bo generous-very gcncrous. S cnn dcny my- 
self for my friend-cnn  oven lowcr myself in my 
own asteom for my friend. I cnn do more tlmn 
tt m m  can do for n €riend. You mill not take 
lnonoy from my llnntl 3’’ w 

“No, Mnclnme Goeslcr-I cnn not c10 that.” 
LLTnlcc the hand then first. Wllcn it and all 

thnt i t  holds arc your own, yo11 c m  hclp your- 
self cts you list.” So snying, she stood bcforc 
him with her  right Iland strotchcll out t;o.rvnrcl 
him. 

Whnt mnn will sny thnt ha would not have 
boon tcrnptcd? Or what womnn will dcclare 
thnt such tcmptntion shonlcl hnvo had no forcc? 
Thc very nlr of  t110 room in whicll shc dwelt wm 
s’vv0ot in his nostrils, and thcrc ho.c.cred around 
har n hnlo of grncc and hcauty which greeted 
all I1iN songcs. S110 invited him to join his lot to 
hors, in order that s110 might gjvc to him n11 thnt 
wns ncadcd to mnkc his lifc rich and glorions. 
XIOW would the Itntlors and tllc Bonteens envy 
him when they llcnrd of tlla prize which hncl be- 
como his t Tho Cnntrips and the Grcslmms 
would feel t h t  he WIS n fricnd doubly valnablc, 
1P bo could be won bnck ; nrld Mr. Monk would 
grbot him as LI’ fitting nlly-an ally strong with 

the strength which he had before wanted. With 
whom would he not be equal ? Whom need he 
fear ? Who would not  praise  him P The story 
of his poor Mary would be known  only  in B small 
village, out beyond the  Channel. The tempta- 
tion certainly was very strong. 

But lie hnd not a moment irr which to doubt. 
she was standing there with her face turned 
from him, but with her hand still  stretched to- 
mard him. Of COLI~SC he took it. What man so 
placed could do other than  take a woman’s hnnd? ‘( My friend,” ho said. 

‘( I will be called friend by you no more,’1 she 
said. “ Yon must ca11 me Marie, your own Ma- 
rie, or you must never call me by any  nanle 
again. Which shall it be, sir?” Ue paused a 
moment, holding her hand, and she let i t  lie there 
for an instant  wl~ile  she listcned. But still she 
did not look a t  him. ‘( Speak to mc ! Tell 
me! Which sball i t  be?” Still he paused. 
“ Speak to me. Tell me,” she said ngnin. 

“It can  not bc as you have hinted to me, ” he 
mid at last. His words did not come louder 
than xlow whispcr ; but they were plainly  heard, 
and instantly  the hand WRS withdrawn. 

L( Can not be !l’  shc exclaimed. “Then I 
have betrayed myself.” 

No-Madamc Goeslcr.” 
‘‘ Sir, I say ycs. If you will nllom me, I will 

leave you. Yon will, 1 know, excuse me if I am 
abrupt to you.’’ Then  she  strode out of tho 
room, and was no more seen of the eyes of Phin- 
;.as Finn. 

€IC never nftcrmard knew how he escaped out 
3f that room and founcl his way into Park Lane. 
In after days he  had some memory that he rc- 
mnined thcre, he knew not how long, standing 
311 the w r y  spot on which she had Icft him ; nnll 
tllnt a t  last there grew npon him almost a fear 
of moving, a drcnd lest he should bo 11earr1, an 
inordinatc dcsirc to escapc without t h  sonnd of 
n footfdl,  without  the  clicking of n lock. Ev- 
ery thing  in  that house had bccn offered to him. 
I-Ic lind rcluscd it  all, and  then  fell  that of all 
human bcings ander tho sun none had so little 
right  to bo standing  there BS he. His very pres- 
ence in  thnt drawing-room wns an insd l  to the 
woman whom he had driven from it. 

But nt length he was in  the street, and had 
found his way across Piccndilly  into  the Green 
Park. Then, ns soon as he could find n spot 
npnrt from the Sunday world, ho threw himself 
upon the turf, and tried to fishis thoughts upon 
the thing  thnt  he had done. I-Iis first  fccling,.I 
think, was one 6f pure nud unmixed disappoint- 
mcnt-of disappointment so bitter,  thnt even the 
vision of his own Mary did not  tend ta comfort 
him. Hom great might have been his success, 
and how terrible mns his f:durc ! IInd  he taken 
the woman’s llnnd nnd l m  money, hnd he clench- 
nd his grnsp on the  grcat prize offord to him, 
his misery modd llave bcen ten times worse the 
first moment thnt ho ~voold bnvc bcen away 
Trom her. Then, indcccl-it being so that he 
 vas n man with n heart within his breast-tlme 
mould have bec11 no comfort for him, in his out- 
looks on any side. But even now, when he had 
dono right-knowing me11 that ho had done  right 
--he found that comfort did not come rcaclily 
within his reach. - 
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CHAPTER LXSIIX. 

I 

AXAHTIO?LX 3[RB:. 

MISS EFFINGXIABX’S life at this time vas no 
the happiest  in the world. Her  lines,  as shc 
Once said to her friend  Lady Laura, were no  
laid for her ín pleasant places. Her residencc 

‘ mns still with her  aunt, and she had come t( 
find that  i t  was almost impossible any longer t( 
endure  Lady BaIdock, and quite impossible t c  
escape  from Lady Baldock. I n  former day! 
she had had a dream that  she  might escape, ani 
live alone if she chose to be alone ; that shc 
might be independent  in her life, as a man i: 
independent, if shgchose to live after  that fash. 
ion ; tknt she might  take her own fortune in hel 
own  hand, as the law certainly allowed her t c  
do, and act with it  as she might please. Bu1 
latterly  she had learned to understand  that al 
this was not possible for her. Though one lm 
domed  it, mother law disallowed it, and thc 
latter  law was nt least as pomcrful (IS the for) 
mer. And  then  her present misery mm enhancec 
by  the  fact  that she was now banished from th( 
second home vhich she liad  formerly posscsscd, 
Hitherto she had always been able to CSCR;~)~ 
from  Lady  Baldock to the house of her friencl 
but nom weh escape was out of the question 
Lady Laura and Lord Chiltern  lived in th( 
same housc, and Violet could not lire with them. 

Lady Baldoek  understood d l  this, and tor. 
tured her nicce accordingly. It mas not  pre. 
meditatcd  torture.  The  aunt did not mcnn tc 
make her  niece’s life a burden to  lm, and, SC 
intending, systematically work upon a principle 
to that eiFect. Lady Baldock, no doubt, desired 
to do her duty conscientiously. Rut  the result 
was torture t o  poor Violet,  and a strong convic- 
tion on the mind of each of the  two  ladies that 
the other was the most unreasonable being i n  
the world. 

The nnnt, in thesc days, had taken it into hor 
head  to taTb: of poor Lord Chiltern. This arose 
partly from B belie€ that the quarrel mas final, 
and  that, therefarc, tllere would be no dangel 
in aggravating Violet by this  expression of pity 
-partly from n feeling that it mould be bette 
tlmt her niece  should marry Lord Chiltern tllnr 
that she should not marry at all-and partly: 
perhaps, from thc general principle that, as shc 
thought i t  right to scold her nicce on all occa. 
sions, this  might be best done by taking an op 
posite view of all questions to that taken by thc 
hicce to bo scolded. Violet mas supposed to 
regard Lora Cl1i1tern as 11aviGg sinned against 
her, and therefore Lady Baldock talked of 
“poor Lord Chiltern.” As to the other Iovcrs, 
she had begun to perccivc that  thcir conditions 
mere hopeless, Her  daughter Augusta hnd ex- 
plained to her  thatthere was no chance rcmnin- 
ing. either for Phinew, or for Lord l?awn, or for 
Mr. Appledom. “I believe she will be an old 
maid, on purpose to bring me to my grnve,” 
said Lndy Baldock. When, thercfore, Lady 
Baldock IVRS told one day that Lord Chiltern 
tvas in t110 honse, and was asking to see NIfiss 
EEngharn, sho did not  at once faint away, and 
declme that they  would all be murdered-as she 
wodd h w c  done some months since., She was 
perplekcd l w  a doubIe duty. If it  mere possible 
that  Violct  ~houlil relent and be reconciled, then 
it  odd be her duty to save Violet, from the 

claws of the wild beast. But if  thorc was no 
such chance, then it would be her  duty  to poor 
Lord  Chiltern to see that he was not  treated 
with contumely and ill. humor. 

6 6  Docs she know that he is here P” Lady Bal- 
dock asked her daug1:hter. 

“Not yet,  mamma.” 
( 6  Oh dear, oh dear! I suppose she ought to 

see him. She has given him so much cnconr- 
agement 1” 

U I snppose she will do as she pleases, mam- 
ma.” 

c (  Augusta, how can you talk in tlmt way ? 
Am I to have no  control in my own house 8” 
It was,  however, soon apparent to ber that i n  
thlis matter  she was t o  have no control. 

“Lord Chiltern is down stairs,” said Violet, 
coming into the room abruptly. 

So Augusta tells me. Sit down, my dem.” 
L r I  can not sit d o m ,  aunt-not just now. 1 

have  sent down to say that I wonld be with  him 
in a minute. €Ie is  the most impnticnt soul 
alive, and 1 must not keep him waiting.” 

“And you mem to see him?” 
Certainly I shall sec him,” said Violet, as 

she left  the room. 
“Prvonder that  any vomnn should ever tnke 

upon herself the charge of a niece,” mid Lttdy 
Baldock to her  daughter in n dcspgndent tone, 
as she held up her hands in dismay. In  the 
mean time, Violet Bad gone down stairs with a 
quick step, and  had t l~en  boldly entered the 
room in which her lover was waiting to receivc 
her. 

‘‘ I have to thnnk you for coming to me, Vio- 
Iet,” said  Lord Chiltern. Tllero was still in his 
face somcthing of savagery-an expression pnrt- 
Iy of anger  and  pnrtly of resolution t o  tama tho 
thing with which he was angry. Violet  did  not 
regard the angcr 11nlf so lreenly ns shc did  that 
resolution of taming. An  angry lord, she 
thought,  she coulcl endure,  but she could not 
bear the iden of bcing tamed by any ono. 

“Why shonld I not come ?” she said. ( (  OF 
courie I came mhcn 1 was told that you werß 
here. I do not think tllnt therc necd bc n qunr- 
rel bctmeen us, because we have  cl~nnged our 
minds.” 

‘ E  Snch changes makc qnnrrols,” micl he. 
c c I t  shall not do 60 with  me, ul~less yon 

cl~ooqe tllnt it ~h i l l l ,~ ’  said Violet. Why 
shonld we be cncmics-wc  who  11nre  Imown 
each other  sincc wc were childrcn? M y  dcnr- 
est fricnds arc your father and your sister, 
Why should wc bc enemies T” 
“I havc come to ask sou whctlm yon think 

that I hava ill-uscd yon ?” 
“111-uscd me! Ccrtainly not. E n s  any 0x10 

told you that I have accusecl you?” 
“No one has told mc so.” 
“Tllcn why do you fisk me ?” 
"Because I would not have yolx think so-if 

C could help it. I did  not  intend to bc rough 
with you. When you told me thnt my life was 
lisreputnble--” 

( (‘Oh, Oswald, do not let 11s go back to that. 
What good  will i t  do?” 

“But you said so.” 
“I think not.” 
“I belieco that  that was your word -tho 

mrshest mord that you couId use in n11 tho lan- 
gunge.” 

1 



4 ‘  I did  not meSn to  be harsh. I f  I nsed it, 
I will beg your pardon. Only Jet there be a11 
end of it. AS we think so differently about lifc 
i n  general,  it was better  that me should not be 
married. But that is settled, and why should 
me go back to mords that were slwlcen in haste, 
and  which  are  simply disagreeable ?l7 
“I have come to know whether í t  is settled.” 

Certainly. You settled i t  yourself, 0s.it-ald. 
I told you what I thought myself bound to tell 
you. Perhaps I used language which I should 
not  have used. Then you told me that X could 
not be  your wife--and 1 thought you were right, 
quite  right.” 

“I was wrong:, quite  vrong,” he said  impet- 
uously. “So wrong, that I can never forgive 
myself, if you do not relent. I mas such a fool, 
thnt I cnn not forgive myself my folly. I had 
known before that 1 could not live without you; 
and when you were mine, I threw you away for 
an  angry mord.” 

Say ìt again, and let me have another  chance 
to  answer it.” 
“I think I said  that  idleness was not-re- 

spectable, or something lilre that,  taken  ont of a 
copy-book probably. But you are a man who 
do not like rebukes, even ont of copy-books. A 
m m  so thiu-skinned as you are must choose for 
llinlself a wife with a softer tongue than mino.” 

c (  I will choose none other,” he said. But 
still be ‘iyas savage in his tone aud in his gest- 
ures. (‘I made my choice long since, ns you 
know well enough. I do not  change easily. I 
can  not  change in this. Violet, sny that you 
will be my  wife once more, and I will swear to 
work for you like n c o a l - l ~ m ~ . ”  

G‘lbfy wish is that my husband-should I ever 
hnvc  one-should wofk, not  exactly as n coal- 
heaver. ?’ 

“ Come, Violet,” lm said-and now the look 
of savngcry departed from him, and there cnmc 
a smile over his face, which, however, had in i t  
more of sadness thun of‘ h o p  or joy--‘‘ treat me 
fairly-or rather,  treat ma generously if you 
can. I do not know yhethcr yon cver bvcd me 
mach. ’’ 

Very much--years ago, when you were a 
bog.” 

‘i But not since? If it; be so, I 11ad better go. 
Love OU one sido only is a poor affair nt bese.” 

&(It was not an angry mord,)1 she  said. 

A very poor affair.” 
‘ I  I t  is  better  to bear any  thing than to try nnil 

mnko out  life  with th$. Some of you women 
never want  to love any one.” 

“Thnt was  hat I w a ~  saying of myself to 
Laura  but  the other clay. With Soma women 
it  is so ensy. With  others i t  is SO difficult,  thnt 
perhnps it never comes to them.7y 

‘( And  with you ?lJ  

Oh, with me-- But i t  is better ia these 
matters to coudno one’s self to gencralitics. If 
you please, Imill. not dcscribe myself personally. 
Wera I to  do so, doubtlcss I should do i t  .falso- 
ly. 1’ 

“You IOW no one else, Violet?” * 
“ Thnt is my  affair, my lord.” 
“By heavens, and it is mine too. Tell me 

that you do, and I will go atvay and lenvc you 
a t  once. I will not ask’ his nnme, and I wilt 
trouble yon no more. If  it is not so:, nnd if it is 
possibla that you should forgive me-’’ 

P 

‘‘ Forgive you! When have I been angry 

LcAnswer me my question, Violet.” 
“I will not answer you your question-not 

‘( What question mill you answer P ”  
‘;Any that may concern yourself and myself. 

None that may conceru other people.” 
“You told me once that you loved me.’’ 
“This moment; I told yon that 1 did so-- 

“But  now?” 

with you P ”  

that one.” 

years ago. )’ 
That  is  another matter.” 
Violet, do you love me nom ? j )  

And you will answer it P ”  
U That is a point Mank question at any rate.” 

( 6  I must .answer it-I suppose.1) , ,’ 
t (  Well, .then ?57 

“,Oh, Oswdtld,  mh-at a fool you are! Love 
you of course I love you. If you can under- 
stand  any  thing, you ought; to know that I have 
never loved any one else-that upon what Ilas 
passed between us, I never shall do. I do lovc 
you. There. Whethcr you throw me away 
from you, as yon did the other clay-with great 
scorn, mind you-or come to me with smeet, 
beautiful promises, ns you do now, I shall lore 
yon all  the same. I c w  not be your wife,  if sou 
will not love me ; c m  I ? When you ren a m y  , 
in yotu. tantrums bccnuse I quote something out 
of the copy-book, I can’t run after you? It 
would not bo pretty. But LIS for loving you; if 
you donbt that, I teIl you, you are a-fool,” 
As s110 spoke the  last wolds she poutod ont hcr 
lips at  him, and when hc loalccd into  her facc he 
jatv t l~a t  her eyes were ftdl of tears. He WRY 
standing now with his arm round hor mnist, 80 
that i t  was not  easy  for him to look into  her 
face. ‘‘ I am a fool,” he said. 

Yes-yon arc ; but I don’t lovo you tlm loss 

I will navcrqdoubt it  again,” 
on that acconnt.” 

“No - do not ; and, foor me, I mill not say 
nnother word, wl~cthcr you clloose to heave cads 
or not. You shall do as you please. I meant 
to bo very wise-X did indeed.” 

“YOU are the grnndest;  girl that over wds 
made.” 

‘ ‘I do not vnnt to be grand at; all, and I ~ C T W  
will be wise m y  moro. Only do’ not frown nt 
me and look savagc.” Then she put q ber 
hand  to smooth his brow. ( I  I am half afraid of 
yon still, you hom.  There. Thnt mill do. 
Now lct me go, that I m n y  tell my aunt. Dwing 
the Inst two months sllc has been full of pity for 
poor Lord Cbiltcrn.” 
‘L I t  Ilns been poor Lord Chiltern mitl1.a ven- 

geance,” suicl he. 
“ But now thnt wc llave made it up, sbe wiIl 

bo horrified n p i n  nt all your mickednesses. 
You hwc  been turtle-dove lately. Now you 
mill be an ogrc again.  But, Oswald, you must 
not ba nn ogre to ~zIc.:,, 

As soon ns she could get quit of her lover, 
she clic1 tell her tnle to  Lady Bnldock. r (  YOU 
have accepted him ngain,”said her amt, holding 
up ber hnncls. ‘ 4  Yes-I have accepted him 
nguin,” replicd Violet, ‘;Then the rcsponsibil- 
ity mnst bo on yoar o m  shoulders,” said hcr 
aunt, G c I tvnsll my llands o f  it,’’ ,Thnt evening, 
when sha discussed the mnttor with her dni1g;b 
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CHAPTER LXSTV. 
TEE BEGINNING OF THE ERD, 

Tm day of the  debate had come, and Phineas 
Finn \vas still  sitting in his room a t  the Colonial 
Office. But his resignation had been sent  in 
and accepted, and he was simply awaiting t h  
coming of his successor. About noon his SUC- 
cesor came, and he had the gratification of re- 
s ip ing  bis arm-chair to Mr. Bonteen. It is 
generally understood that gentlemen leaving of- 1 
fices give up either seals or a, portfolio. Phineas ’ 

I~ad been put in possession of no  seal  and no 
portfolio ; but  there was in t b  room which he 
had occupied a special armchair,  and this with 
much regret  he  surrendered to the use and com- 
fort o€ Mr- Bonteen. There was a glance of tri- 
umph in his enemy’s eyes, and an exultation in 
the tone of his enemy’s  voice, which were 1-ery 
bitter to him. So yon are raally going,” said 
Mr. Bonteen. ( c  Well ; I dare  say it is  all  very 
proper. Idon’t  quite  understand the thing my- 
self? but I have no doubt you are right.” (‘ I t  
isn’t easy to understand; is it?”  said  Phineas, 
trying to laugh. But Mr. Bonteen did  not feel 
the intended satire, and poor Phineas fontid it 
useless to  attempt  to punish the inan he hnt,ed. 
He left  him as quickly as ho could, and went to 
say r7, few words of farewell to his  late chief. 

L‘ Good-bye, Finn,” snid Lord  Cantrip. “ It 
is a great trouble to me that we should have to 
pmt in this may.” 

&‘And to me also, my lord. I wish it could 
have been  avoided.“ 

Pon should not have gono to Ireland with 
so dangerous a  man as Mr. Monk. But it is too 
late to  think of that now?” 

‘{But these  terrible rendings asunder neGer 
last very long,” said Lord Cantrip, Lcunless a 
man changes his opinions nltogethell. Hom 
many quarrels  and how many reconciliations we 
have lived to see ! I remember mhen Gresham 
ment out of office, because he coulcl not  sit  in  the 
same room with Mr. Mildmny, nnd yet  they be- 
came the fastest of political friends. There was 
a time when Plenlemmon and the duke could 
not stable their horses together a t  all, and don’t 
yon remember Then Palliser mas obligecl to give 
up his hqpes of  office  becnuse he had some bee 
in his bonnet?” I think, however, t lmc  the bee 
in Mr. Palliser’s bonnet to whicb Lord Cantrip 
was alluding made its buzzing audible on some 
subject that was not exactly political. “We 
shall have yon back qa in  before long, I don’t 
doubt. Men \rho oan rredly do their work are 
too rare to be left long in the comfort of the 
benches below the gangway.” This mas very 
kindly said, and Phineas was flattered  and com- 
forted. He could not, howevw, make Lord Can- 
trip  nnderstand the whole truth. For him the 
dream Of s life of politics mas over forayer. He 
had tried it, and 11nd succeeded beyond his ut- 
most hopes ; but, in spite of his success, the 
ground had crumbled to  pieros beneath bis feet, 
and he hmw that ho oodd never recover the 

The miIk is spilt ; is it not?” 

lost,’*~aid Pl;ineas. 
( c  These things mill occur in poJiticn1 life,” said 

the Ieader ; L‘ but 1 think  that they seldom leave 
rancor behind them when the purpose is declared? 
and when the subject of disagreement is marked 
and understood, The defalcation which creates 

I 

I 

q r y  feeling is h a t  which has to bo endured 
vithout  previous  warning-when n man votes 
tgainst his party-or n set of rncn, from private 
)ique OT from some canse which is never clear.” 
?hincas, when he  heard this, knew ~vel l  how ter- 
ibly this very mnn had been harassed, and 
lriven nearly wild, by defnlcatian, exactly of that 
lature which be ’was *attempting t o  describe. 
:(NO doubt you and Mr. Monk think you are 
qight,” continucd Mr. Greshnm. 

U We have given strong evidence that me 
;hink so,” said Phineas. “ We give  up our 
places, and we are, both of us, very poor men.” 
“1 think you arc wrong, you know, not EO 

much in your views  on the question itself, which, 
to tell thc truth, T, hardly understand as yet.” 

“We will endemor to  explain them.” 
‘‘ And will  do so very clearly, no doubt. But 

I: think  that  Mr. Monk mas wrong in desiring, 
RS n member of a Government, to force n mensure 
which, whether good or bnd, the Government as 
n body  does not desire to initiatc-at any rate, 

“And therefore he resigned,” said Phinens. 
‘L Of course. But  it seems to me that lm 

hiled to comprehend the only way in which n 
grent party can act together, if it  is to do any 
service in this councl*y. Don’t for n moment 
think  that I am blaming him or ou.” 

just n0w.7~ 

I am nobody in  this rnatler,’Tsaid Phinens. 
LcI can nssure you, Mr. Finn, that wo hnve 

not regarded you in that  light,  and I Ilop thnt 
the time mny come when we may be sitting to- ,I8, 
gether ngnin on the same bench.” 

Neither on tllc Treasury bench nor on any 
other in thnt I-Iousc mas he t o  sit a p i n  after 
this fashion I That wns the trouble .which wns 
crushing his Epirit at this moment, and not the 
loss of his ofice! H o  ltncw lhat he  could not 
venttue to think of rcmaining ia London f19 a 
member of Padinment  with no otllcr incarno 
thnn  that w11ich his father could a1lo.v~ him, Ovcn 
if he could again secure a sent in Pnrlinment. 
When hc l ~ a d  first been returned from L0~1gh- 
shnne he had nssured his friends  that his duty 
ns n member of tho House of Commons rvonlcl 
not be n bar to his practice in the courts. I-Ie 
hncl now been five years n member, and hnd 
never once mada nn nttcmpt  nt doing any pnrt 
of n bnrristcr’s work. H c  llnd gone altogother ~ 8 ’  

into n different line of life, and hnd been most ” 

successful-so snccessfd that rncn told him, and , I 

women more f?equently than mcn, tllnt his cn- 
reer had bcen n mirncle of succcss. But  tl~era 
hnd been, as he hnd  well known from thc fil‘st, 
this drawback in  the new  profession which ho 
had chosen, that  nothing  in it codd bo perma- 
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nent. They who succeed in it,  may probabl] 
succeed again ; but then  the success is intermit. 
tent, and there may be years of hard work ir 
opposition, to which, unfortunately, no pay is as. 
signed. I t  is almost imperative, as he now 
found, that they who  devote  themselves to suck 
n profession should be men of fortune. Wher 
119 had commenced his work-at the period of 
his first return from Loughshane-he had had 
no thonght of mending his deficiency in this re- 
spect  by a rich marriage. Nor had  it evcr oe- 
curred to him that  he would seek a  marriage fol 
thnt purpose. Such nn idea would have been 
thoroughly distasteful to him. There  had been 
no stain of premeditated rnerccnary nrrangemenl 
upon him a t  any time. But circumstances llad 
so fallen out with him, that as he won his spurs 
i n  Pnrliamcnt, as he became known, nnd was 
plnced first  in onc officc and  then  in nnothcr, 
prospects of love and money together mere 
opened to him nnd he ventnred on, leaving Mr. 
Low and  the lnw behind him - bccnuse thesc 
prospects were so alluring. Tllcu had come Mr. 
Monk and Mo.ry Flood Jones-and  evcry thing 
wound  him  had collapsed. 

Every  thing  around him had collnpsed--with, 
howevcr, a terrible tcmptntion to  him  to  inflntc 
his sails again, nt the cost of his truth nnd his 
honor. The tcmptntion would have nffcctcd 
him not nt all, 11ad Madame Gocsler been ugly, 
stupid, or pcrsonally disngrcenble. nu t  she mas, 
he thought, the most beautiful woman he Ilad 
ever seen, the most witty, ancl in mnny respects 
tho most charming. Slm had offered to give 
hiln every thing  that she had, so to placo him in 
tho world thnt opposition would be morc plcas- 
ant to  him  than oflice, to supply every wnnt, nncl 
lrnd done so in n manner  that 11ncl gratified n11 
his vanity. But ho had refused il; all, because he 
was bonncl to thc  girl nt Floodborough. My 
readers will probably sny that ho wns not n trnc 
m m  unlcss ho could do this without n regret. 
T7Vhen Phinens  thought of it all, therc mcrc 
many rcgrcts. 

But  therc vas n t  tile samt tinlo n rcsolrc on 
liis part,  thnt il‘ any man hnd cvcr  loved the  girl 
he lind promised to love, he wodd Iovc 3Tnr.y 
Flood Jones: A tllousnnd timos 1113 had told 
himself thnt she hacl not the  spirit of Lady Lnura 
or tho bright wit of Violct EffingImn, or tho 
beauty of Mndnme Gocsler : Mary had chnrms 
of her own that w o w  more valuable thau  them 
all. Was there one among the three who llncl 
trusted him as she trustcd him - or lovcd llirn 
with the same satisfied devotion. Thcre ~vcrc rc- 
grets, rcgrcts  that wcre hcavy on bis hcnrt-for 
London, nncl Pnrliament, nncl tho  clubs, and 
Downing Strcct, had hecome dcnr to him. 130 
l i l d  to think of llimsclf as hc rocle in the  park, 
and was grcetcil by all those whose greeting tvns 
tllc most worth having, Thoro mere regrcts- 
snd regrets. But  the  girl whom ha loved bcttcr 
than  the parks and  the c1ld.x-bcttcr  cvcn thnn 
Westminstcr and Downing Strcet, shodd nevcr 
know thnt thcy lind csisted. 

Thcso thoughts wcre running  throngh  bis 
mind cvcn whilc hc wns listening to Mr. Jfonk, 
as he proponnclcd his thcory of doing jnsticc  to 
Ireland.  This might 11robnbly bc tho Inst grent 
dcbatc in mhicll Phineas would bo able to take 
n pnrt, and he was detcrmined thnt he would do 
his best in it.  I-Ie did n o t  intend to spcak un 

r 

L 

r 

L 
L 

I 

l 

l 

I 

l 

. I  

I 
1 
4 
1 

1 
I 
t 

1 
3 
1 
1 
i 
1 
I 
1 
I 
f 
1 

1 
I 
1 

1 

c 
c 
z 
l 

this day, if, as was generaIly supposed, the 
House would be adjourned before n division 
could  be obtained. But  he would remam on 
the alert  and sec how the  thing went. He had 
come to understand thc forms of the place, and 
was as well-trained n young member of Parlia- 
ment BS any there. €Ie 11nd been quick at 
lcarning  a lesson that is not easily lenmcd,  and 
knew how things were going, what were the 
proper moments for this qnestion or that form 
of motion. He could anticipate n count-out, 
understood the tone of men’s minds, and could 
read the gestures of the I-Iouse. I t  was very 
little likely that tho debate should be over to- 
night. I-Ie kncw that; and as the present time 
mas the evening of Tuesday, he resolvod at  once 
that  he woulcl spcnk ns early as he could on the 
following Thursday. Wl~a t  a pity i t  mas, that 
with one who had learned so much, all  bis 
learning shoulll be i n  vain ! 

A t  about two o’clock, ho himself succeedod in 
moving the adjournment of the debate, This 
IE did from a seat below thc gangway, to which 
he had ~~cmovcd himself from the Treasury 
bench. Thcn the IIouse vas up, ancl he malked 
home wit11 Mr. Monk. Mr. Monk, since he 
hnd bcon told positively by Pllinens  that he had 
resolved upon resigning his office, had said 
nothing  morc of liis sorrow nt his fricnd’s re- 
solve, but bac1 used him ns one political friend 
mes nnothcr, telling him all his thoughts, and 
pl1 his Ilopes, as to this new mensure o f  his, and 
taking counsal with him as to the way in which 
the  fight  should be fought. Together they had 
counted ovor the list of men~bers, marking  these 
mcn as supporters, those as opponents, and an- 
otlm set, nom  more important  than cither, as be- 
ing doubtful. From dny to day those who Ilnd 
been written down ns doubtful ~ e r c  struck off 
that  third list, nncl pnt in either the one or to 
the other of those who were eithcr supporter8 or 
opponents. And their different modes of nrgu- 
nent w r c  scttled between thcsc two allied orn- 
;ors, how one shonlrl talce this  line  and tho 
,ther that. To Mr. Monk this \vas very plens- 
Int. XIc mas quite assured now! t h t  tbnt op- 
position was morc congcninl to his spirit, and 
~norc fitting for him than office, There was no 
iloubt to him m to his ft1tclrc sitting in Parlin- 
ment, let the  rcsalt of this contest h what it 
night. The work which ha was nov doing, 
l ~ a s  tho work for which he hacl been training 
~imself al1 his lifc. Wllile he had been forced 
.o nttcnd C d h e t  Councils from weck to weck. 
le llnd bocn depressed. Now he J V ~ R  csultnnt. 
Pbincns scaing nnd understanding n11 this, said 
Jut  little to his friend of his own prospects. As 
ong ns this plensant battle IVRS raging, ho could 
ight in it shoulder to shouldcr w i t h  tho man lm 
ovccl. After that  there would  bc II, blank. 
“1 do not sco how wc arc  to fail to have R 

1mjorit.y aftcr Daubcny’s spoed1 to-night, ” said 
\Ir. Monk, ns t h y  zvnlked together down Par- 
íament  Strcet  through  the  bright moonligllt. 

XIc expressly said that  he only spolce for 
limself,” said  Phincas, 

‘ 6  But we know whnt thnt moans, He i s  bid- 
ling for office, nnd of course t h s e  who want 
)ficc with him will vota ns he votes-m llave 
ilrendy counted thosa who would go into oflico, 
)uh they miIl not  carry  the whola parly.” 

(‘It will carry enough of them. Thoro are 
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forty or fifty men on his side of the House, an‘ 
many perhaps on ours, who have no idea O: 

any kind on any bill, and who simply follow th 
bell, whether into  this lobby, or  that. Argu 
ment never touches them. They do not em 
look to the result of a division o n  their own in 
terests, as the making of any calculation woulr 
be laborious to them. Their  party  leader is t( 
them a pope mhom they do not dream of doubt 
ing. I never  can  quite make up my min( 
whether i t  is good or bad that  there  should b1 
such men in Parliament.” 

c c  Men  who  think much mant to  speak often.’ 
Exactly so-and of speaking members, Go( 

knows that me have enough. And I supposc 
that  these purblind sheep do have some occul 
weight that is salutary. They  enable a leade! 
to be a leader, and even in that way they arc 
useful. We shall  get a division on Thursday.” 
“1 nndersrand that Gresham has consentec 

to  that.” 
I‘ So  Ratler  told me. Palliser is to speak. 

and  Barrington Ede. And they say that Rob. 
son is going to make an onslaughk specially 01 
me. We shall get it over by one o’clock.” 

“It will depend on the numbers. Every 
body who has spoken to me about it, seems 
think  that  they will  dissolve, if there be a re 
pectnblc majority  against them.’’ ‘‘ Of course he will dissolve,” said  Phineas 
speaking of Mr. Gresham ; what else can hc 
do 3” 

‘c He í s  Yery anxious to  carry his Irish RcforIz 
Bill first, i$ he can do so. Good-night, Phínc- 
as. I shnll  not be  down to-morrow, as there i! 
nothing to be done. Come to me on Thursday: 
and me will go to  the House together.,’ 
On the Wednesday Phineas mas engaged t c  

dine with Mr. Lom. There was n dinner pxrtJ 
in Bedford Square, and Phineas  met  half L 
dozen barristers md their wiTes-men to mhon- 
he had looked up as snccessfnl pandits  in  thf 
lam some five or  six years ago, brig mho sinct 
that  time had almost learned to look up to him, 
And now they treated him with that courteous 
ness of manner which success in life always be. 
gets. There was n judge there who TBS v e l  
civil t o  him ; and the judge’s wife, mhom he had 
taken down to dinner, was very gracions t o  him. 
The judge had got  his prize in life, and was 
therefore personally indifferent to tho fate of 
ministers; bnt the judge’s wife had n brother 
who wanted a County Court fiom Lord De Fcr- 
rier, and i t  was known that Plrineas TVZIS giving 
valuable assistance toward the  attainment of 
this objact. “I do think  that yon and Mr. 
Monk are so right,” said the judge’s wife. 
Phineas, who understood how it came to pass 
thab the judga’s mife shonld so cordially approve 
his conduct, could not, help thinking hom grand 
a, thing it ~vould be for him to  llave a County 
Court for himself. 

When the guests were gone he tvas left alone 
with Mr. and Mis. Low, and remained n Ivhile 
k t h  them, there having been an understanding 
tbat they ShQuhi have iL last chat together Oyer 
&e affairs of our hero. 
?$DO you reaIIy mem that you wil1 not  stand 

agflin?” asked Mrs. Lom. 
“I do mean it. I may say that I ‘can not do 

so- My father is hardly so well alilo to help me 

And i€ we beat them?” 

as he mas when I bcgnn this game, and I certain- 
ly shall  not ask him  for money t o  support a cnn- 
vass. ” 

“It’s a thansand pitieu,”said Mrs. Lov. 
“1 really had  begun to think  that you would 

make it answer,” said Mr. Low. 
‘6111 one way I have made  it  answer. For the 

last three years I hwe lived upon what r ham 
earned, and I am not in debt. But now I must 
begin the world again. I am afraid I shall find 
the drltdgevy  very hard.” 

6‘ It is hard no doubt,” said the barrister, who 
had gone through it all, and riks now reaping the 
fruits o€ it. ‘c But I suppose you bave not for- 
gotten  what you learned.” 

U Who  can  say? I dare sny 1 have. But I 
did  not mean the drudgery of learning, so mncl? 
as the drudgery of looking after work-of expcct- 
ing briefs which perhaps will never come. I abl 
thirty  years old now, you know.” 

“Are you indeed?”  said Mrs. Low - who 
knew his age to n dny. ‘cEIow thc time passes. 
I’m sure I hope you’ll get on, Mr. Finn. I do 
indeed.” 

am sure he will, if he puts his shoulder to 
it,” said Mr. Lom. 

Neither the lawyer nor his wife repeated nny 
of those sententious admonitions, which had al- 
most become rebukes, and which hncl been so 
common in  their mouths. The fall with which 
they had threatened  Phineas Finn had con10 
upon him, and they mere too generous to remind 
him of their wisdom and sagacity. Indeed, tvhcn 
he got up to take his leave, Mrs. Low, who prob- 
nbly might not sce him  again for years, wvns qnito 
nffectionate i n  her manners t o  him, and lookcd as 
if she mere nlmost minded  to kiss him RS she 
pressed his hand. c‘ We will come and see you,$’ 
she said, “when you are  Master of the Rolls of 
Dublin.” 

WQ shall sec him before that  thundcring at 
us poor Tories in  the Roase,” sai3 Mr. Lon-. 
I r  He mill be back  again Booner or Inter. ” Ancl 
so they parted. 

CHUTER LSTV. 
P. P. c. 

ON the TIlursdny morning before Phincns mcnt 
;o Mr. Monk, n gcntlemnn cnlled upon Ilim at 
lis lodgings. Pl~inons rcquestcd the servant to 
Iring up the gcntlcmnn’s namc, but tcmptecl pol*- 
laps by a shilling the girl b1*oug11C up tho gentlc- 
nnn instead. It was Mr.,Quineus Slide, from tho 
klice of the Bannev of t h  People. 

‘‘Mr. Finn,” said Qnintus, with his Ilnntl ex- 
ended, ‘(1 I~nve conle t o  offcr you tho cnlulnct 
d peace.” Phineas ccrtninly dcsirocl no such 
nlumct. But l o  refuse a mnn’s hand is to dc- 
lure nctivc war after n fashion which mon (10 
lot like ta adopt except on deliltcrntion. Bc  lm1 
.ever cnrcd n Rtrnw for the abusa which Mr. Slidc 
~ n d  poured upon him, and now ho gava his 11nnil 
o the  man of letters. But hc did not Isit down, 
.or did ha offer n scat to  Mr. Slide. i (  I know 
hat as n man of mmo who knows t110 wodd, you 
rill accept tho cnlumct of 1~ertco,”co~~tinucd Mr. 
ilide. 

don’t  know why 1 should bc nskoil pwtic- 
Jnrty to accept war OP penco,” said L’hincas, 

‘ I  Well, Mr. Finn-1 don’t oEtan quoto thc Bi- 
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ges, and timt over the reporter’s head  the  rib- 
bons of many ladies were to be seen  through the 
bars  oftheir cage. Yes-for this once he mould 
have an audience. 

He spoke for about an hour, and while he wag 
speaking he knew  nothing about himself, wheth- 
er he was doing it well or ill. Something of 
himself he did say soon after  he had commenced 
-not quite  beginning with it, as though his mind 
had been laden  with  the matter. He had, he 
said, found himself compelled to renounce his 
happy allegiance to  the  First  Lord of the  Treas- 
ury, and to  quit  the pleasant company in which, 
humble as had been his place, he  had been al- 
lowed to  sit  and act, by  his unfortunate convic- 
tion on this great subject. He had been told, 
he  said, that  it was n misfortune in itself for one 
so young as he to hare convictions. But his 
Irish  birth  and  Irish connection had brought this 
misfortune of his country so closely home to him 
that  he Ilad found  the task of extricating him- 
Eelf from it to be impossible. Of what  further 
he said, speaking on that terrible unintelligible 
subject, a tenant-right proposed for Irish farmers, 
no English  reader will desire to know much. 
Irish subjects in  the House of Commons are in- 
teresting or are dull, are debated before a, crowd- 
ed audience composed of all who arc  leaders i n  
the great world of London, or before empty bench- 
es, in accordance mit11 the importance of  the 
moment  and  the  character of the debate. P o r  
us now it  is enough to know that to our hero mas 
accorded that  attention which orators love- 
which will almost make an orator if it can be as- 
sured. A full ICouse with & promise of big type 
on  the  next  morning mould make to eloquence 
the propounder of nn Indian grievance, or  the 
mover of an Indian bttdget. 

Phineas  did  not  stir out of the House  till  the 
division was  over, having agreed with Mr. Monk 
that  they fmo would remain through i t  all  and 
hear  everything  that was to be said. Mr. Gres- 
ham had  already spoken, nnd to Mr. Palliser was 
oonfided the task of minding np the  argument for 
the Government. Mr. Robson spoke also, grent. 
ly enlivening the tedium of the evening, and to 
Mr. Monk mas permitted the privilege of a final 
reply. At two  o’clock the division came, and 
the  Ministry mere beaten by a majority of twen- 
tp-three. “And now,”said Mr. Monk, as he 
again walked home  with Phineas, L‘ the  pity  is 
that me are not a bit  nearer  tenant-right  than 
we mere before.’, 

But me are  nearer to it.” 
U In  one sense, res. Such n  debate  and  such 

a majority wilì  make men think. Bat no- 
think  is too high a word, as a  rule men don’t 
think.  Bnt it will make them believe that  there 
is something  in it. RIany  who before regarded 
legislation on the subject as chimerical, will now 
fancy that  it  is only dangerous, or perhaps not 
more than’difficult. Ana so in time it will come 
to be looked on as among the things possible, then 
among the things probable-and so nt last it will 
be ranged in the list; of those few rneasrrres \vhich 
the country requires as being  absolutely needed, 
That is the way in which public opinion is 
made.” 

!‘Itis no loss of time,” snidPhineas, U to have 
taken the first great  step in making it,’, 

c‘ The first p e a t  step nas taken long ago,” 
Wid Mr. MOnk--I ‘ taken by men who  were look- 

ed upon as revolutionnry demagogues, almost as 
traitors, because they  took  it. But  it is n great 
thing to  take my step that  leads us onward.” 

Two days after this Mr. Gresham declared his 
intention of dissolving the  Hause because of the 
adverse division which hnd been produced by 
Mr. Monk’s motion, but expressed a wish to bc 
allowed to carry  an  Irish Reform Bill  through 
Parliament before he did SO. He  explained how 
expedient this mould  bc, but  dedared nt the same 
time  that if m y  strong opposition were made, he 
mould abaudon the project. Bis intention sim- 
ply was to pass with regard to Ireland a measure 
which must  be  passed soon,and which ought to  
be passed before a new election took place. The 
bill was ready, and should be  read for the first 
time on the  next night, if the I-Iouse mas willing. 
The House was willing, though tl~ere was very 
many recalcitrant Irish members. The Irish 
members made loud opposition, and then twitted 
afr. Gresham.with his promise that he would 
not go on with his bill if opposition were made. 
But, nevertheless,  be did go on, and the measure 
was hurried through the tmo Houses in  n week, 
Our hero,  who still  sat for Loughshane, but who 
was never to sit for Lougl1shano again, gave  what 
assistance he could  to the Government, and voted 
for the measure which deprived Loughshanc for- 
ever of its parliamentary honors. 

L‘ Andrery dirty conduct I think it mas,” said 
Lord Tnlla, when he discussed the subject with 
his agent. “After being put in  for tho borough 
twice, almost free of expense, it WELS very dir- 
ty.” I t  never occurred to Lord Tnlln that a 
member of Pnrlinrnent might feel himself obliged 
to vote on such n subject in accordance with his 
judgment. 

This  Irish Reform Bill was scrambled through 
the two I-Iouses, and  then  the session \I”S over. 
The session was  over, and they who knew any 
thing of the private concerns of Mr. Phinens  Finn 
mere a m r e  that  he was about to return to Ire- 
land, and did not inteud to reappear on the scene 
which had known him so well for the  last five 
years. “I can not  tell you how sail i t  nlnkcs 
me,”said Mr. Monk. 

‘LAnd i t  mnkes me snd too,” said Phineas. 
‘ I  I try to shake off the melancl~oly, and tell my- 
self from day to dny that  it is ~~nmnnly.  But it 
gets the better of me just at present.” 

L (  I feel quite ccrtain t l~nt you will come bnclr 
among us again,” snid Mr. Monk. 

Every body tells me so ; and yet I feal quite 
certain  that I: shall never come back- noyer 
come back with n seat in Parliumcnt. As my 
old tutor, Low, has told me scores of times, I. LC- 
gnn nt the wrong end. Here I am, thirty yea~a 
of age, and I h v c  not n dlilling in the world, nnd 
1 c10 not know hom  to cnrn one.” 

‘ I  Only for me you mould still be receiving e ~ e r  
so much nycar, and all vould bo pleasant,’’ said 
Mr. Monk. 

‘6But how long would it  hare lasted ? T l m  
first moment that DaGbcny got the uppcr 11nncl 
I shonld llave fallen lower than I llnvc fdlcn 
now. If not this year, it would l~nvc been the 
next. My only comfort is in this-thnt I h n ~ e  
done the  thing mysolr, and have nat Ireen turned 
out.” T o  the very last, however, Mr. Monk con- 
tinued to express his opinion thnt  Pl~incns tvould 
comc  back, declaring  that he had known no in- 
stance of a yoong man who Ilad mnclc himself 
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useful in  Parliament,  and  then had been  allowed 
to leave i t   in early life. 

Among  those of whom he was  bound to take 
a special leave, the  members of the family of 
Lord Brentford  tvere, of course, the foremost. 
IIc had  already  beard of the reconciliation of 
Miss Effingham and  Lord Cl$ltcrn, and was 
ansious  to offer his  congratulation to both of 
them. And  it was essential to  him that he shonld 
see Lady  Laura. To her he wrote a line, my- 
ing how much  he lloped that he should  be  able 
to bid her  adieu, and a time was fixed for his 
coming at  which she knew  that she would  meet 
him alone. But, as chance  ruled  it, he came 
upon the  two  lovers  together,  and  then  remem- 
bered that he had hardly  ever before been in  the 
same  roomwith  both of them  at  the same time. 

L‘ Oh, Mr.  Finn,  wllat a beautiful speech you 
made ! I read every  word of it,” said Violet. 

Ancl I didn’t w e n  look at it, old fellow,” 
said Chiltern,  getting  up  and  putting  his  arm 
on the otller shoulder  iu a way that vas common 
with him when ha wns qnitc  intimate  with  the 
friend new him. 

L~LWJ went  down  and  heard  it,” sni t  Vio- 
let. (‘ I could  not do that, because I was tied 
to my aunt.  You  can’t  conceive how dutiful I 
am  during this last  month.” 

‘‘ And is it to be in  n month,  Chiltern ?” said 
Phincas. 

Sllc says so. She  arranges every thing-in 
concert with  my fathor. When I threw up the 
sponge, I simply  asked for a long day. L A long 
day, my lord,’ I said. But  my father and Vio- 
let bctwcen them  refused  me  any  mercy.” 

You cl0 not belicve him,” said Violet. 
Not n word. I f  I did  he wonld mant to see 

me on  the  coast of Plandcrs again, I don’t  doubt. 
I have come  to  congratulnte yon both.” 

“ThanI; you, Mr. r inn,”  said Violet,  taking 
his hand wiLh hearty  kindness. I should not 
have been quito  hnppy  without  one  nice word 
from yon.” 

L (  I sllall try and mtkc the best of it,”  said 
Chiltern. But, I say, you’ll come over and 
ride  Uoncbrenkec again. XIe’s down  there  at 
the Bull, and I’ve talwl a little  box close by. r can’t stand the governor’s county  for  hunt- 
mg.” 

And will your wife go down to Willing- 
ford ?” 

6‘ Of course slxa will, nnd  ride to hounds a 
pcnt  deal closer than I can  ever do. Mind you 
come, nnd if thcre’s any  thing in the  stable  fit 
to carry  you, you shall have it.” 

Then 13hincas had to  explain  thnt hc had comc 
to bid them fttrewell, and  thnt it was not  at all 
probable that he should ever be able to see Wil- 
lingforcl again  ia  the  hunting  season. ( (  I don’t 
suppose that I shall make either of y o n  quite  un- 
derstand it, but I havogot  to begin  again. The 
chances nre that I shnll never seo another fox- 
hound all my life.” 

(‘Not in Ireland !” exclaimed Lord Chil- 
tern. 

Not  unless I sllould have t o  examino  one as 
n witness. I have nothingbefore  me  but down- 
right  hard  work ; and a great den1 of that must 
bo done befora I can hope to  cnrn n shilling.” 

But  you  are so clcver,” said  Violet. Of 
course it mil1 come cpíckly.” 
“I do not  menn  to be impntient  about  it, nor 

yet unhappy,”  said  Phineas. “Only hunting 
mon’t be much  in mv line.” 

(‘ And will  you ieave London  altogether 3’’ 
Violet asked. 
“ Altogether. I shall stick to one club- 

Brooke’s ; but I shall take my name off all the 
3thers.” 

(‘ Whnt a deuce of a nuisance,” said Lord 
Chiltern. 
“ I have no doubt yon will he very happy,” 

said Violet ; ‘‘ and you’ll  be a Lord  Chancellor 
in no time. But you mon’t go quite yet.” 

Next Sunday.” 
“ You will  return. You nmst be here for our 

wedding. Indeed you must. I mill not be  mar- 
ried unless you do.” 

Even  this, however, was impossible. He must 
go on Sunday,  and  must  return  no more. Then 
he made his  little farewell speech, which he could 
not deliver  without some awlward  stuttering. 
I-Ie would think of her on the  day of her mar- 
ringe, and  pray  that she might be happy. And 
he would send  her a little trifle before he went, 
which 11e hoped she would wear in remembrance 
of their old friendship. 
“ She shall mear it, whatever it is, or I’ll h o m  

hhc reason  why, ” snid Chiltern. 
Elold your  tongue, you rough bear,” said 

Violet. c‘ Of conrse I’llwear it. And of course 
I’ll think of the giver. I shall have many pres- 
ents, but fern that I will think of so much.” 
Then  Phineas  left the room, with his throat so 
full that he could  not speak another mord. 

“He is still  broken-hearted about you,” said 
the  favored lover as soon as his rival had left the 
room. 

(‘ It ís not that,” saizidViolet. He is broken- 
hearted  abont  cvery  thing. The wltole world is 
vanishing  away  from him. 1 wish he could hare 
made up his mincl to mmm  that  German wom- 
an  with all thc money.” 6, must be understood, 
however, that  Phineas  had never spoken n word 
to any one as to  tho offer which the  German 
woman had  made to him. 

I t  was  on the morning of the Sunday on 
whic11 he was to leave London that he saw 
Lady Laura. €Ie had asked thnt it might be so, 
in  order  that  he  might  then have nothing  more 
upon his  mind. He found her quite done,  and 
he could see by  her eyes that  she  had been veep- 
ing. As he looked  nt her, remembering that it 
was not  yet six years  since he had first been al- 
lowed to  enter  that  roam, he could not but per- 
ceive how very much she was altered in appear- 
ance. Then she had been three-and-twentr, 
and had not looked t o  be a day older. Now 
she  might llave been  takcn to be nearly forty, so 
much  had her troubles prayed upon her  spirit, 
and eatcn  into  the vitality of her yonth. “ SO 
you have come to say good-bye,” she said, srnila 
inF‘ns she rose to meet him. 

Yes, Lady Laura-to say good-bye. Eot 
forever, I hope, but probably for long.” 

‘<No, not forevcr. A t  any rate we mill not 
think so.” Then shc paused ; but he was silent, 
sitting  with  his Ilnt dmgling  in his two hands, 
and  bis eyes fiscd upon the floor. ‘‘DO yon 
know, Mr. Finn,” she continued, “that some- 
tilnes I am very angry with myself about yon.” 

Then  i t   must be because you have been too 
kind  to mc.” 

U It is because I fear that I have done mnch 



to injure yon. From the first day that I knel. 
you-do yon remember, when ’(re were talkin4 
here, in this very room, abont the beginning ol 
the Reform Bill-from that day 1 wished tha 
yon should come among us and be one of us.” 

l “1 have been with you, to my infinite satis 
I faction-while it lasted. ” , 

I ‘c But it has not  lasted, rund nam I fear tha 
ít ha done you harm.” 

Who can say whether it has been for go01 
or e d  P but of &his I am sure you will be Cer 

goodness you have shown me.” Then  again h 
mm silent. 

She did not know what it was that shewant 
ed, but she did desire some expression from bi 
lips  that should be warmer than an expressioj 
of gratitude. An expression of love-of exist 
ing love-she would ham felt  to be an insult 
and mould have treated it as such. Indeed 
she knew from him no such insult could comc 
But she mas in  that morbid, melancholy stat 
of mind which requires the excitement of m01 
than  ordinary sympathy, even though  that sym 
pathy h all painful and I think that  she woulr 
ham been pleased hacl he refemecl to the p~tssio~ 
for herself which he had once expressed. If h 

t 
mould have spoken of his love, and of her mis 

! 
tdl;e, and haye made some half-suggestion as t1 
That  might  haw been their lives had  thing 
gone differently-thongh she mouid have re 
buked him even for thnt-still i t  would h m  
comforted her. But nt this moment, though BI 
remembered much thnt had passed betmeer 
them, he was not even thinking of the Braes of 
Linter. All that had faken place fonr year: 
ago-md there had been so  many other  thing; 
since which had moved him even more t lm 
that. “You hwe h e a d  what I have arrangcc 
for myself,” she s ~ i d  nt last. 

r c Y o ~ t  father h a  told me that yon are going 
to Dresden.’7 ‘( Pes--he mill accompany me-coming homl 
of coursc foc Parliament. I& is a sad break-up 
is it not ? But the lawyer sny that if I rcrnai~ 
here I may be subject to very disagreeable at  
tempts from Mr. Kennedv to  force me to gc 
back again. I t  is odd, is ?t not,  tlmt he shoulc 
nof; nnderstnnd hom impossible it is?” 

~ tain-that I am very grateful to you for all th 

I 

cc He nlenns Co do his dnty. I’  

*‘I believe so. But  he becomes more sterr! 
every day to those w.ho are mit11 him. Ani 
then, why sbould I remain here? Whnt i r  
there to ‘tempt me? As a woman sepnratei 
from her husband I can not trike an interest i n  
those th?ngs which used to charm me. 1 feel 
tha t  I a m  ornshed and quelled by m g  position, 
even though there is no disgrncc in 

“No disgrace, cwtainly,” said Phineas. 
“But I aobody-or ‘(vorsc than n~body.~’  
“And I also am going to be a nobody,” said 

Phineas, laughing. 
“Ah! you  are a man and will get oyer it, 

and you have many years beforo you mill begin 
to be gon ing  old ; I am pawing old already. 
Yes, I am. I feel it, and knowait, and see it. 
A woman has a fine game to play; but then 
ska is so easily bowled out, and the term allowed 
to ber is so short.yy 

“‘A man’s nllomnnce of time may be short 
too,” said Phineas. 

Bh* he can, try his Iland again.” Then 

there WIS another pause. “I had thought, Mr. 
Finn, that yon mould have married,” she said in 
her very lowest voice. 

L (  You knew all my hopes and fears a h u t  
that.” 

I mean that you vould have married Ma- 
dame Goesler.” 

“What made you think  that,  Lady L a ~ r a ? ~ ?  
“Becau~e I saw thnt she liked you, and be- 

cause such a marriage mould have been so suit- 
able. She has all  that you want. You know 
what they say of her nom 3” 

What do they say?” ‘‘ That  the Duke of Omnium offered to make 
her  his wife, and that she refused him for your 
sake. l’ 

There is nothing that people won’t say- 
nothing on earth,” said Phineas. Then he got 
up and took  his l e a ~ c  of her. He also wanted 
to  pnrt from her with some special expression 
of aEection, but he clic1 not know how to chopsa 
his ~ o r d s .  He had wished that some allusion 
shonld be made, not to  the Braes of LinCcr, bnt 
to thq close  confidence which hnd so lang cxist- 
ed between them ; but he found tlmt  the Inn- 
guage to do this properly was wanting to him. 
Had the opportunity arisen he would hare told 
her nom t l~e  whole story of Mary Hood Jones; 
but the opportunity did not come, and he left 
her, never 11a.iing mentioned the  name of his 
Mary or having hinted at his engagement to 
any one of his friends in London. ‘‘ Xt is bet- 
ter so, He said to himself. “My life  in Ire- 
land is to be a new  life, and why should I mix 
two things together that mill be so different?” 

B e  was to dine at  his lodgings, and then leave 
them for good at eight o’clock. IIe had packed 
up evwy thing before he ment to Pol+tman Square, 
and returned home only just in time to sit .down 
to his  solitary mutton-chop. But as ha sat 
down he saw a, small note nddrassed to  himself, 
lying on the table among  the crowd of books, 
letters, and papers, of which he had still to  make 
disposal. It was a very small note in an en- 
velope of a peeuliny t in t  of pink,  and he knew 
the handwriting well. The Blood mounted n11 
ovcr his face BS he took i t  up, and ho  hesitated 
for a moment before he opened it. I t  could not 
be thne the offer should be repented to him. 
Slowl3; hardly vcntnring at  first t o  look nt the 
snclosure, he opened it;, nnd the words which it 
:ontninecl  mere as follows : 
(‘1 lcnrn tlmt you are going to-day, nncl I 

,mite n w-orcl .which you will receive just as YON 
Lrc departing. I t  is to say mercly this-that 
vhen I left you the other clay I wns angry, not 
vith yon, but wit11 myself. Let me wish you 
t11 good  wishes and that prosperity which I know 
‘ou will rleserve, anil which I think you will win. 

C L  Yours vely truly, M. M. G. 
6 t Sunday morning.” 

Shoulll he put off his journey nnd go to her 
his very evening nnd claim her as his friend 2 
Che qnwtion was nskcd nncl nnsmered in n nro- 
nent. Of course he would not go to lle1:. Were 
te to do so there would bo only one possible vord 
or him to say, and  that word should cel’tainly 
tever be spoken, But he wrote to l m  n’reply, 
hortcr even than  hcr own short noto. 

‘f Thanks, dem friend. I do not doulat but 
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that you and I understand each other thorough- 
ly, and that each trnsts  the  other for good wishes 
ancl honest intentions. Always yours, 

I write these as I am starting,” 
‘ l  P. F. 

When he had  written  this, he kept it till the 
last moment in his hand,  thinking  that he vould 
not send it. But as he slipped into the cab, he 
gave the note to his late  landlady  to post. 

At the  station  Bunce  came  to him to say a 
word of farewell, and Mrs. Bunce was on his 
zrm. 

‘6 Well done, Mr.  Finn, well donc,” said 
Buncc. I almays knew there mas a good drop 
in yon.’’ 

U You always told me I should ruin myself in 
Pnrliarnont, and so I have,”  said Phineas. 

Not at all, It talces n deal to ruil1 a, man 
if he’s got the  right spcrrit. I’ve better hopes 
of you nom than  ever I had in the old days 
wllen you used to be looking  out for Government 
place, and  Mr.  Monk  has  tried  that too. 1 
thought h o  would find the  iron too heavy for 
him, ’l 

God bless you, Kr. Finn,” said Mrs. Bunce 
with her handlcerchief up to  her eyes. 4‘ There’s 
not of ’em I CPCP hacl as lodgers I’ve cared about 
half ns much as I did for YOLI.” Then they 
shook hands with him  through  the window, and 
the train mas off. - 

CHAPTER LXXVI. 
CONÇLUSION. , . , 

WE n . 1 ~ ~  told thnt it is a bitter moment with 
the Lord Mayor when he lcavcs the Mansion- 
I~OLISC and becomes once more Alclerman Jones, 
of No. 745 Buclrlcrsbury. Lord Chancellors go- 
ing out of oíEce have n graat fall, though  they 
taBe pensions with them fol* their consolation. 
And che President of the United States, tvhen 
he leavos the  glory of the  White House nnd 
onca more becomes a simpk citizen, must f ed  
the cllaage severely. But our hero, Phineas 
Finn, ns ha turned  his back upon, the scene of 
his many successeg, and prepared himself for 
1,ermnnqnt residence in his own country, was, 
I think, in a worse plight  than any of the  re- 
cluced divinities to whom I hnve alluded. They 
at any rate l1ad known that  their fall would 
come. He, like  Icnrus,  had flown up toward the 
sun hoping that his wings of wax would bear 
himself steadily aloft among tho gods. 8ecing 
that his wings mere wings of was, we must nc- 
knowledge that  they were very good. But the 
celestial lights had been too st;rong for them, 
and now, having lived for five years with lords 
nncl countesses, with ministers  and orators, with 
beautifid women and men of fnshiou, he must 
start again in n  little  lodging in Dublin, and 
hope that  the attorneys of that litigious city 
might be good to him. On his journey home he 
nlncle but one resolution. H e  would make the 
changa or attempt; to make i t  with manly 
strength. During his last month  in London he 
had allowed llimself to be sad, depressed, and 
melanclloly, e There should be an end of all  that 
now. Nobody nt homo should see thnt he was 
daprcssed. And Mary, his own Mary, should 

at  any rate have no came to  think  that her love 
and  his own engngement had eves been the 
cause to  him of depression. Did he not value 
her love more than  any  thing in the  world? A 
thousand  times  he told himself that he did do so. 

She was there  in  the old house at Hillaloe to 
greet him. Her engagement mas an affair 
known to all the county, and  she  had  no idea 
that it would become her to  be coy in her lore, 
She tvas in his arms before he  had spoken to his 
father  and  mother,  and  had made her little speech 
to him-very inaudibly indeed-while he was 
covering her sweet face with kisses, U Oh, 
Phineas, I am so proud of you3 and I think you 
are so right,  and I am so glad you haTe done  it.” 
Again he covered Ber face mith kisses. Could 
he etter have had such satisfaction as this  had 
he allowed Madame Goesler’s hand t o  remain in 
his ? 

On the first night of his arrival he sat for an 
hour down stairs with his father talking over his 
plans. He felt -he could not but feel-that he 
was not the  hero now that he hadbeen when he 
mas last nt Xilldoe-when he had corne thither 
with a Cabinet  Minister under his wing. And 
yet his father  did his best to prevent the growth 
of any such feeling. The old doctor was not 
quite as meIl off as he  hnd been  when  Phineas 
first  started  with Bis high hopes for London. 
Since  that day he had abandoned his profession, 
and was nom living on the  fruits of liis life’s la- 
bor. For the last two years he  had been absolved 
from the necessity of providing an income fos 
his son, and had probably allowed himself to 
f a d  that no such demand upon him mould again 
be mndc. Now, however, i t  mas necessary that 
he should do so, Could his son manage to live 
on two hundred n year? There would then be 
four  hundred a year left for the mants of the 
family nt home. Phineas swore that he could 
fight his battle on a hundred  and fifty, and they 
ended  the  argument by splitting  the difference. 
I3.e had been paying  exactly the same sum of 
money for the rooms he had just, l e f t  in London i 
but  theu, while he held tboso rooms, his income 
had been two thousand n year. Tenant-right 
was a very finc thing, but could it be worth such 
n fa11 as this ? 

And about dew Mary,” said the fttther.. 
“I h o p  i t  may not be very long,,” said Phin, 

‘<I llave nqt spoken to her &ont it, but yonl: 
mother says that Mrs. Flood Joncs is rery averse 
to a long  engagement.” 

( 6  What  can I do ? She woald not wish me 
to  marry ber  daughter  with  no o t lm  income 
than nn dlolvnnce  made by  yo^." . 

“Your mother says thnt  she hfls some idea 
that you and she  might live together-that if 
they let BIoodborough you might take a smal1 
house in Dublin. Remember, XZhineas, I am not 
proposing i t  myself.” 

Then Phineas  bcthongl~t himself that he T F ~ S  
not even yet so low in the world thak he need. 
submit 11irnseIf to terms dictated to him by  Mrs. 
Flood Jones. ‘c I am glad that you do  not pro- 
pose it, sir.” 

Why so, Phineas P” 
Because I should have been obliged to op- 

pose the plan even if it  had come from you. 
Mothers-in-law are never B comfort in a houSe.” 

‘‘1 never tried it myself,” said the doctor. . 

cas. 
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(‘And I never will try it. I: am qnite SUI 
that Mary does not expect any such thing, fLn 
that she is d i n g  to mit. If I can shorte 
the term of waiting by hard work, I will d0 SO. 
The decision to which Phineas had come on th 
matter mas probablymade known to Mrs. PIOC 
Jones after some mild fashion by old MIPS. Fin1 
Nothing more was said to  Phineas about a joh 
llousehold ; but he was quite able t o  perceil 
from the manner of the lady tolrard him th: 
his proposed mother-in-law  wished him to unde: 
stand that he was treating her daughter very bac 
1s. Whnt did it signify ? None of them kne 
the story of Madme Goesler, and of course n01 
of them wonlil know it. Noue of them wou1 
ever hear how well he had behaved to bis litt: 
Mary. 

 BU^ &&try did know it all before he left her 1 
go up to Dublin. The two  lovers a1illOwed then: 
selves, or were  allowed by their elders, one 
of exquisite bliss together; and during th 
meek, Phineas told  her, I think, every thin4 
€Ie told her every thing as far as he could do f 

without seeming to boast of his own successe; 
How is R man  not  to tell such tnles when he h i  
on his arm, close to him, a girl mho tells him b r  
little every thing of life, and only nsks for h 
confidence in return. And  then his secrets a1 
so precious to her and so sacred, that  he feels 8 
sure of her fidelity as though she mere n very go( 
dess of faith and trust. And the temptation 1 
tell ia so great. In all  that he Ilas to tcll s11 
loves him the better and still the better. A ma 
deserves to min a virgin heart, nnd is happy t 
know-or at least to beliere-that ho l m  wo 
it. With a moman every former rival is an ad¿ 
ed tictim to  the wheels of the  triumphant  cl~nric 
in which she is sitting. All these has he know 
and loved, culling sweets from each of them 
But now he has come to me, and I am ;‘th 
sweetest of them all.” And so Mary mas taugt 
to believe of Laura md Violet and Madama Goer 
ler-that though they hac1 had charms to pleasc 
her lover had never been 60 charmed as he wo 
nom while she was hanging to his breast. An 
I think  that  she WRS right in her belief. Du] 
ing those lovely summer evening walks alon 
the shares of Lough Dery, Phincas mas as llnp 
py as he had ever been nt any moment of hj 
life. 

“I sl~all never be impatient-ncrer,” sho sait 
to him on the last evening, ( L  all I want is t h  
you should write to me.” 

“I: shall want more than that, Mary.” 
‘;Then you must come clown nnd see me 

When you do come they mill bo bnppy, happ; 
days for me. But of course w o  can not bc mar 
ried for the  next twenty ycnrs.“ 

L Say forty, Mary.” 
“I mill sap any thing that yon likc-pu mi] 

know n h t  I mean just as well. And, Phin 
CRS, 1 must tell you one thing-though it malre 
me sad to  think of it, and will makc me sad t( 
sneak of it.” 
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you might havc romained  in London, nnd that 
lady lvon~d have been your wifc.” 

6 ‘    ever," said Phincns stoutly. 
(6 rvould she not? Shc must not be your 

wife nom, Phineas. I am not going to pretcnd 
that I will give yon UP.” 

‘ 6  That is ankind, b!hry.” 
( 4  Oh, well ; you mny say what YOU plcaso. If 

thnt is unkind, I am unkind. It tvould kiIl mo 
to lose you.” 

Had he Jonc right? How could tllerc Ba n 
doubt abont it ? How conld there bc n question 
about it ? Wlliclz of them liad loved him, or was 
capable of loving him ns Nnry lovcd him 4 Wlmt 
girl was ever so Smet, so grncious, 60 angelic, as 
his  own Mtwy. I-IC swore to her thnt ho W W  
prouder of winning hcr tllm of any thing he had 
ever clonc in all bis lifc, and that of a11 t110 
trensures thnt hacl ever conlc in h i s  nfny aha was 
the most precious. S110 went to bcd thnt night 
the happiest girl in n11 Connnught, nlkl~ougll 
when she pnrtccl from him s110 unclcrstood thnt 
she wns not to see him ngnin till Christmm Eve. 

But she did sec him again befoiorc t h  summe): 
was ovcr,  nnd the manner of their  mooting WI\S 
in  this wise. Immediately after the passing of 
that scrambled Irish Beform Bill, Pa;J$mont, 
ns the reader knows, was dissolved. 3his waa 
in  tho early days of June,  and before tho and of 
July thc new members wcro again asaemblcd nt 
Westminster. This session, Inte in  mmmcr, IWS 
very terrible;  bnt  it was not vcry long, nncl illcn 
it wns csscntinlly necessary. Thcrc \va8 8omc- 
thing of tllc year’s busincss tvllich must yot Ira 
Jonc, nncl the country vould rcqnirc to know 
w110 were to  bc  tho Ministcrs of the Governmont. 
It is not ncedcd tbnt  tho  render should lm 
;roubleil any furtlm with tho  strategy o f  o m  po- 
.iticnl lanrlcr QI* of nnothcr, or t h &  moro shodd 
)e said of Mr. Monk nnd his tonant-right. ‘I’ll0 
Houso of Commons had offendcd Mr. Grashnm 
)y voting in n majority against him, anil Mr. 
hesham had punishcd the I-Ionso of Canlmnna 
39 subjecting it to ths@ exponso and nniAanca of 
I new clcction. All this is constitutional, nnd 
rntionnl enough to Englisllmen though it mny bo 
~nintclligiblc to stmngcrs. Tho upshot on t110 
wescnt occasion \vas tllnt tlm Minisrms rcmai~tcd 
n their plnces, nnd tllnt Mr. MonIr’s ldllj tllouph 
t l~nd  rccoivcd the substnnlinl 110nor o€ n r;oc!oucl 
.cading, passed nwny fol* tho prcannt into t110 lixn- 
)o of abortive logislation. 

All  this would rlot concern us nt dl ,  nar OUY 
)oor bero much, ware i t  not ihat;”thc grcttt mcn 
vit11 whom he llad bocu for two yonw BO I h n ß -  
I n t  a collengue, rammbercd hiln with pomo- 
Iring of nfficctionato rogrct. Wllotl~cr it bagnn 
vith Mr. Grcsllnm or with Lord Cantrip, J: will 
lot say, or whether Mr. Monk, though now n 
lolitical cnemy, q n y  Imvo slzid IL vord t l ~ t  
Irought  nbout  tlrc good clacd, Bo illat BA it may, 
ust bcforo tho summor session was bl*otlglrt to n 
losc Phincns rcccivcd tho following lottcr from 
orci Cantrip :-, 
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for n poor-lam inspector nt present ia Ireland, 
whose rosidcnce, I bclieve, should be in Cork. 
The snlnry is n thousand n yenr. Should th( 
appointment snit; yon, Mr. Grcsham will be mos1 
knppy t o  nominate yo11 to the office. Let mc 
lmvc n linc nt yo~r r  csrly convcnicncc. Believc 
ma, most  sinccrcly yours, CANTRIP.” 

Ik reccivcd the lctter onc  morning  in Dublin, 
and  within tllrco honrs !IC mns on his route t a  
ICillaloc. Of coLIrso I10 would accept the al). 
pointmcnt, 11ut ho would not  crcn do that  mith- 
out  telling R‘Inry of his  ncw prospect. OI caurse 
hc wonld ncccpt; tho nppointment. Thangh he  
had bcprn as yet bnrcly two rnontl~s in  Dublin, 
thong11 h o  1. .d hnrdly bccn long cnaugll  scttled 
to his work  to Ilnvc Ilopcd to bc nble to  scc in 
which mny thcrc might bo vi&& opcn  lending 
to Bucccss, still  ho hail fmciccl that; 110 hncl sccn 
thnt ,wcccss wa[~ impossible. 110 clid not know 
how to bcgin--and  nzcn \vere af‘rnid of him, 

thinking that he was unsteady,  arrogant, and 
pronc to failure. He had not seen  his way to  
thc possibility of n guinea. 

( L  A thousand L yenr !I’ said Mary Flood 
Jones, opcning her eyes wide with wonder at 
the golden futwe before them. 

‘‘ It is  nothing very grent for n perpetuity,” 
said Phineas. 
“ Oh, Phineas ; surely a thousand a year mill 

be very nice.” 
“It will bo certain,”  said  Phineas,  and then 

w e  can be married to-morrow.” 
“But I havc been making up my mind to 

wait erer so long,” said Mary. a /  

“Then your mincl must be unmade,” said 
Phincns. 

What was the nature of thc reply to Lord Can- 
trip the reader may imagine, and thus we will 
leave OLW hero nn Inspector of Poor-houses in 
thc County of Cork. 
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THE PICTORIAL FLELD-BOOK OF THE WAR OF 18rz ; OR, ILLUSTRATIONS, 
BY FEN AND PENCIL, OF THE HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY, SCENERY, 

RELICS, AND TRADITIONS OF THE LAST WAR 
FOR AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE, 

BY B E N S O N  J. LOSSING,  
AUTHOR OF “THE PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK OF THE REVOLUTION.” 

Wtfi Eight Eundred and Eiglity-two Illustrations, engraved on Wood, by Los- 
SING & BARRITT, chiefly from Original Sketches by the Author. 

To be Published in Twelve Numbers, Yifty Cents each, 

w SOLD BY AGENTS, 
At the close of his PICTORIAL FIEIJI-BOOK OB THE REVOLUTION, Mr. Lossing said : S11ould 

time deal gently with us, we may again go out with staff and scrip together upon the great highway 
of our country’s  progress, to note the march of  events  there.” The implied  promise has been ful- 
filled. More than ten thousand miles in this country and the Canadas the author has travelled, 
-&th note-book and pencil in hand, visiting places of historic interest connected with the >Var of 
1812, from the geat Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, gathering up, recording, ancl delineating every 
thing of special value not fisad in books, and making himself  familiar  with the battlefields of that 
war. Access to the archives of government, state and national, and to private collections, Was 
freely given him ; and from the lips of actors in the events of that struggle he  received the most 
interesting information concerning it, which might have perished with them. 

The results ofthe author’s researches and labors are given in one imperial octavo volume of a 
thousand pzges, containing  eight hundred and eighty-two  engravings  in the style of the FIELD- 
BOOK OF THE REVOLUTION, to which this magnificent  work is an indispensable cornpanio11. It 
t&es up the narrative of historic events where the former work leaves it, and in a careful manner 
&es a lively account of the perils of the country immediately  succeeding the Revolution ; the 
struggles of the new  nation  with the allied  powers of the British  and Indians in the Northwest; 
f ie origin and growth of poIitical parties in the United States, and their relations to the War of 
1813; the inAuence of the French Revolution and of French politics in giving  complexion to 
parties in this country ; the first war of the Barbary potvers ; the effects of the wars of Napoleon 
on the public policy of the United States ; the Embargo and kindred Acts, ancl the kindling of the 
war in 1812. 

The events of the war aye given in greater detail than in any work  ever  published on the sub. 
ject, and the narrative brings to view actors in the scenes whose deeds have not been hitl1erto 
recorded. On tlis account it is specially interesting to many of the older  families of the country. 

The illustrations of this superb work are similar in chasacter to those of the FIXLD-BOOX op 
THE REVOLUTION, The construction of the narrative differs from that only in having 11istorical 
events anangecl in chronological  order. I t  forms a continuation of the history of our country from 
the close of the Revolution, in 1783, to the end of the second war with Great Britain, in 18x5. 
Nothing has been spared by the author and  publishers in their endeavors to make it the most 
perfect, attractive, and useful  volume on the subject  ever offered to the.  public. 
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Sequel to I L  Birds of Prey.” h o ,  Paper, 50 cents. 
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A Novel. 8170, Paper, 75 cents. 

u Miss Bladdon’s pre-e&euce i n  her own line of fiction is ;I very striking literary pbcnomcnon, . , . . As story after story Row from her pen in ueinterruptcd SUCCesSioB, it is foUnd thal a11 thc 
best qualities arc still present-that the intercst is fresh ancl  absorbing-that il1e clidoguc is per- 
fectly natural, but IIighIy dramatic-that the characters establish themselves at once in tllc mind 
as persmsges never to be forgotten-that the V Z U Y ~ C ,  though never obtradecl or preached about, 
is at every turn of the story as pure and healthy as in tales written with the prosy purpose o1 en- 
forcing certain obvious rules of life. Miss Braddon, at her Best, tulites all thal. is sr~btlcsl and 
most thrilling in the French school with all that is purest in the English, , . . Miss J~racIdon’s 
genius has gone on ripening fiom year to year, and it is evident there is l~ardly ally thing wilhin 
the proper scope of fiction which she could not successfully attempt, , . , . All her powers, d1 
her gifts, all her 1csources, are dedicatecl, with the true tact of an artist, in her slyle ur1rivalcc1, to 
the production o!‘ narratives suc11 as the pt~blic love and long for from her hand-narratives in 
which there is as little of departure from probability as there is of clcvia~íon into commonpIacc- 
narratives instinct, above all, with the one great indispensable quality of vigorous creative powcr.” 
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NORTH AND SOUTH. h o ,  Paper, 50  cents, 
RIGHT AT LAST, and  Other Tales. 12m0, Cloth, $1 50, 

&YLVIA’S LOVERS. 8v0, Paper, 75 cents. 
“It ia impbasrtila to read sSylvin’a Lovard (as it is impossible to rend Nr. Tennyson’s poem upon tho more or lose similar 

subject of * Enoch Arclen’) without tho greatest admirution for the powers the book displnp. It is na fulI OP vivid and chongo- 
fd pasdon, of miff and forcible incident, of dul ly-moven dot,  of human chnrncter in the full atrongtb of yonth und man- 
hood ncted upon by th0 absorbing motives of ordinarp haman life, an the special circle of ‘Cmnford’ ia romote fmm all 
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X d o n  Examiner. 
-t tender pathos,  which  could sink 86 deep-that gen- 

tle &mol; which could som so lightly-that delicate per- - which nothing could escapethat wide s p p ~  
thy, which ranged so far-those  smeek moralities, which 
m g  80 true: it ij indeed hard and sad to feel that these 
m& be BilePt for m henceforth forever. 
m ne be grateful, however, that we have stia those 

of which Engl&will not willingly let die, 
and that she lrns given ns no Ifsa (w1 example of conscien- 
tious work aad csreful pains, by which we all alike m y  
proiít. For Xrs. Gaskell had not only genina of a high 
order, but  she had aiso the truc f a g  of the &ist, that 
gmws impatient n t  whatever is unfinished or imperfect. 
Whather describing with touching skill the charities of 
poar t o  poor, or painting, mith an art  wEch Niss Awtii 
might ham envied, the dairy round of common life, or 
mere.ly telling; in her graphic may, eome wild or simple 
tsIe: whatever  the work,  she did it with all her power, 
8psrIn% mthing, soarcely sparing herself enough, if only 
the w a k  were well and completely  done. 

Zotdon Athenœum. 
To be missL.cl, d genuine ma i n d i v i d a  literarp 

worlrers mnst and should be. 

LondonRel5h5. 
But few &tem in modern times coula connt upon SO 

wide n circle of friends. Her death will be hear& of mifi 
deep regret by reaam o f  all grades and ranks. 

London Render. 
Eer works of fiction all retain  their hold on the reading 

public.. . . . She could paint English life in its truest col. 
ors; and i t  is th&, however fashion may change, that mill 
make her works  descend to posterity as a study both of 
genteel and manufacturing life of the reign of Quccn Vic- 
toria, of which no other writer has given so vivid a piclure. 

London Saturdag Review. 
A justly favorite writer. She had  written hg-rsetf into 

a well-deserved  popularity, not confinad to  Great Britain 
alone. Mm. Gnskell hns achieved a 8uccess which will 
live long after her. Ber descriptive handivrork would 
bear comparison  with that of Tennyson. 

Whatever Mra. Gaskell mote ßhe felt and enteml into 
most thoroughly. When she Mae to her highest point, 
she showed not only s thorough mastery of hor mbject 
und her materials, but n judicial command  over her feel- 
inga. By her denth the morld of lettera has lost a tltorongli. 
ly conscientious, industrious, pure-minded, imaginativa, 
and vigoroua artiat. 

h?èw York Evening Po& 
I t  is said that George Sana  remarked t o  an Engli& 

Mend: alra, Gaskell hna done what neither 1 nor other 
female  mritem in France can  accomplish-sl~e has written 
novela  which excite the decpeet interest in mon of tho 
world, and which every girl will be the better for rend. 
ing.” 
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